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‘Wit should on: of che few sncorigitle option remaining on earth 
‘undertake « Short Introdvenan tothe Hitory of Husa Stupidity? 
I the veatare foolish, ond the adveatares stupider then ell hi mang 

‘he hemsa race hes reeched <0 ampnite frog 








‘ad imperfections 
‘Here we ure, 16 us year of grace, 1932, master of earth aod as, 
fice und water. We Oy tarer data the Birds. We dive the docps We 
lxembowel mountains and chew foresa to chulf. Over satare we 
‘xcrcive powers such vasrer than cur forefechers credited te the 


gods, But are we gods? Hardly) Demons perhaps. And of earth we 
Seve made Pandememvm. For every Billon i com vale tut 
seoiou men have added to our ate, otbet sea ive denoyed « 
io wont fen ie weenie word 
iataeg, fraud, cbicanriy pe 
pp cermey ene pally oped pmiy ated 
‘wart wich eome thinker has devied for making chp the good 
rect think have profitecred and defrauded end. 
ed coll, that a fat ts wesith pier ep rmrwbore, 
dey and rkerysboued cewtere a rani equation 
‘While the Terenconcn groweewarve beesue hi Bed cannot ed 
hi by rou of tir sSoodancs, the lankow toc poet naked. 
‘While the Ranma whet termec deer is homenend 1 wander, 




















‘meal mountain of wheat Le on the ground all over the Great Pla 
‘While bankers complaia of having a wicfeit of sdle money an ther 
‘vault, they vefune to Lead « dallas £0 meritocions eaterpruiex. While 
the ranks of the idle ewcil, goveramert spend text of milboay af 
‘dollar daily on gana and shells and becdcahips. Whale we increase 
‘school fends, bold mere and more mayaifceat school bat 

taain school tacher ever more intensively, popils ered won, learn 
‘es, and grow up into shoddy citizensip, ex eagy prey for gangrter 
Ser, fornia tote mld ad presi nsbet fr wert 











HISTORY OF HUMAN srurIDITY 
lex wochs and bonds. While the pace of buales grows faster, ad- 
dca devout more and more sophie, ovetiog, za Herein unt we 
‘Americans uw wtaia the bad eaiacece of wing more sarconct by 
far than any othcr poopie 

Sore combinaoas of mous, peceptins, cd methods bave—00 
the axis tet wa-cone, every Fear, ix our owe iad alone he 
sxurraent of $25,000,000,00. vo $40,006, 200,00. fa low money, lot 
‘ce, lot ent aad Jost happraes, throegh the channels of tana 
{acnucing 40d distribution aad Sanoez Alone. Suse we bough back 
‘ue fighting nea froma Europe ia 1918, we Save ths lou or wasted 
tom suficretfo buy every vulroad—land, ca fact, and watons 
ovary menmbeat, every factory, ore farm, tool, eaching imple- 
rent, automobile, hore, cow, sheep, bog, ben eleeric ght pln, 
telephone, 1nd pavement now exivtog ia these United Sites. He- 
teen the Col War aad the World War, inca, oar fathers end 

ndtahect (aided and abetted by the female of the wpe 00 
oubt) squandered ax Like meaner enough to oqap halt of Europe 
‘with homes, toads and factorin. For all ous bow of aflescacy ned 
‘Tenth we ae wot mock move then 25% an eficiat and rich at we 
tmighchave bees it— 

Te what? 

‘The unewer discover the motives of che preeat ing 

11 eur basin leaders, ost poll fede, ont busken, our 
voters, and oaryelves im general hed only been beter infor are 
thorouehly edcstd, ise dul, lt weapicio lew greedy, le pol 
voted withthe yablees denied ope, more foc iphedy aod wore 
completely aware of the hiod of « world we lata a well a of de 
People who dwell bere, we maght have made core of 
epporuntion We might nt sow be sskiny 
Dprofiuble ways of the O14 Wer, wid, as we sie, moves Ike & 
Bind nd erickeo bea mall farther downs Soto the bogs of Ai. 

‘Does anybody deay shin? Tf vo, I do wot kane Bien. The world 
mia ielt wry becange people aze awry. Well, what's wrong with 
them? In st lack of religion? Or bad schooling? Or pervere emo. 
fiom? OH health? Or sane radians? Or corrpiion of cue 
sad saanses’? Or mapernition? Or poverts? Or ignorance? Or de- 
sayed eadoctiosglanda? Or un obyire tread Se motations and chet 
smotcan? Or romething which aot cv Ue Wiser Bas yet ape? 
Stny wtb at emer Gz enn, Unt we me i te 



































INGRESS 
lear as che oature, drif, cad couse of ous manifold fauity we 
cannot remedy them We cexzain doctors scribbling prescriptions is 
the dark for patiens we bave never met 

‘Therefore, T declare, the mext major eoerpriae of the buman rare 
ould be self-asatyus Trenest begia with a weurch tor toe dominant 
Infuences in the crumbling and rot of che social-economic order. 
‘While buskary and butchers taveanate the gald supply and over- 
production of meat choppers, those wo concern themacives with 
fiomaa pataze mua Inversgate ia peculte cantributioes tothe woet 
of chiy twentieth ceatery. 

‘We might well bave lanached oar ingsiry with a vorvey of burnan 
‘gnotunce, or with one of il wil, or oar of the errerssooted {a ior 
titiann We prefer eupidsty, however, because it wean to under 
Al ta others und eo epzead im vores further and more subtly. 

‘A thorough sequiy into stepid people and their act fas becom 
major ue of steamaauhip. Hooce 20 etctouman will pay the alight 
‘it attention to it. Bat people who avoid politica at they would lep- 
reay may be coricas te ktow more aboct the mater; nod, fet of a, 
they may demand an explanation of my odd assertion. Here it iy {0 
sina. I complet expremen wa Bhar Tetroducon ws» 




















Etiee—aod obody enhancer td treed 
many sevoluuoaery duegy daring the past (ew generations chat to 
ive approach the middle of the tweasethceetuy, we Gnd the 

hhuman face coutrooted with twe major craen One it the era of he 
Best, the ober it the eine of the Warr. Each ert copa out 5 4 
dloren oF more Sky of Buman exdenvor. We come upon it 0 out 
schools, in our hospitals, in car erwate endowment forthe allvs: 
hea of poverty, aderiog aad wgnocance; io our cations) piles 
especially in ofa as they comcera the congoct of arw arta ro 
‘ide for mrplus popalauoes; in cor dealings with the vat oder 
world of exime; in oar corm to cope with dereapect fr lw on the 
tof citizens nt ordinriycegarded an cimiani; incur efor to 
fecuce ane leiltion fa place of facanciom; in ont strggiet 10 
folve “echnologicl esemploymcat”; and, pechape shove ally in one 
thot fac frzuned endeavors to purge the palitiee of democracy, 
‘whichis thoroughly dsewed wth the potoos of tz Cyciopean Evi 
‘Atceny she world mer scaly trem «vsioosobbalence atmo 
reine We ha on ner of Be Manca Bead Bt Made, 

















HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
relative 10 Joba which utilize their high abilines. And we also have 
13 appalling surplus of Srepide and Hfumaneacurs, relative to (abt 





‘whieh uuligeshels low abiliten. Tho firm crisis T have investigated 
1 far w ny owe Ee aad cures wonld peo mang abet 
‘hing, le appears Ghat, withia he eestthireySve or forty year, the 

leading nations of the wocld will Bave trelned between 20,000 





‘wall complete folly twice an many unit of performance as it come 
‘mon olay. Thea too, the further subdividing and apeculinng of 
‘complex take will heve reduced to # minimum the demands upon 
the ablae maa. Tt a quite canceivable that ame great sorgeoua wil 
hhave clinica vo tranrformed that their anietana will 








hhave even lew 19 do, And great teachers, i 1975, will at wane vhete 
precious hours talkiog to'ten or twen'y wcudeot In 4 chalk-duaty 
‘lascoomn but will speak to « milron every morning over the redlon 
televaion; and wil have all their beat though well canned in 
phoaograph secordeall of which wall enormously reduce the nasi 
ber af reat teachers required for educating any given onmber of 
peaple. Already we here, ia the United Stacy, rpore than 400,000 
tach high-grade people—morty antmacd, 19 be wure—who could 
and would work in the sciences and the profenoay, if only they 
‘could fod agreeable and remanerstive exployment there, But they 
‘cannot, save oaly Ia medicize and deatinry—for which, of coarse, 
{ow #0 mited by miod or re=perament. It we widen oor inquiry *0 
embrace the 10% of evr total popolatian having the bert ratelligence 
‘and ll-aroand perwaalibes, we Sod, by « secie of co 
{ong o report here, that aeariy 5,000,000 ofthese (ofall ape groupe) 
‘will never be able to find adoquace opportualtes for curcet 

‘At the other end of the scale what appecci? Now you know—for 
the prow hes Jong been Sled with the 12d tales of the Machine Age 
and the “technological wuexployment” it caures, slong with the 
weedily dwindling aomber of wockert xeeded for each uit of pro: 
action or personal seevic. You Bkewue know that he rubdividing 
fof Labor reeches the posst where the “unit operetion” becca 10 
‘imnple that even morcnu eam bandle it well, ia many intanoen. Every 
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INGRESS 
‘year the mafor Indoetres approach closer to theit ideal, which is » 
sworing wef Sx which aboat five sea are high-grade expert and 
soexe ninety-five are common fabocers sho, after six or eight weeks 

of dill undee a foremas, 60 ther uppointed tasks well enong 
rai it largely one growing ost of acbenized 

fractoa of the Said workers required. 
‘eration aga, Whereas once seacly bal of the total pope 
rest ver cropesn eedes ta fed themuelves and the otkcr half oday 
ar man easily mpport himself and ten others, with sodera chem 
fecal and struments, By 1975 one (azmer will be mupporied by forey 
city eaters And thea the Maa with » Hoe mort more back to the 
of hia elder brother, Cyclope. The big world will have no job 









‘Here i « novel predicament of this human race. On the way 10 
‘Utopia, out Bex aod ous worst woler Ss and worn. Weald we 
rope? Thos somehow et Sd way od eam of eng 
the best of «fair chance of Ife, hbery and the parmit of bappines, 
‘while we eliminate the worst ia vome maneer which does vat out: 
sage the ferble, fckering mocal seve of mankind. But what hus boea 
done cous tur? 

‘Well our biotogints have dexwe into the fray sundry regiments of 
eugenics which ave fighting under dufereat Gagy, with wo oratral 
[Fencreahip, heace somewbatvuiny. Bome atack the problera of the 
‘wor, sme tha of the bet; nobody atacks the problean at x whole. 
One group works aobly for birth control—which is exellent An- 
ther works for sciliation of the iamune aod feebleminded—orhich 
iain desirable, x well qunaged. Sit another (484 emallex) geoup 
seeks method of detecsg and encouraging gesivs. A fourth looks 
ta the umprovemeat of higher education at » way 
‘vate uray below genius 43d above the eal average 
tacks crinm « sath promicacon immigration, a2d 40 0 Be © 
faranT cao uscertae oot sul bas that far given Uoought m the pox. 
sible consequences 
‘under, exon, prejadiny 
ty deinen tn Be Mendes ef mllonn of pone who ere bye 
meus fechferinded oor imane aor peycbopathic. The more decply 
wwe probe into saturel procencr, Che more we are overwhelied by 
he speciacle of an infiaiede of oumule forces maniog in the cater 
tioa of ordinary event. The hinry of menkind is not writen by m 















HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
few genmses, generals, and crumiaale. The extreme (gpa of 
avy attract undue station, get inc the headlices, and are ater ex 
plated by biographers. Bue toe stream of fe down which they #101 
Ss a-mullion times bronder and deeper and older then they; and it 
computed of tlKans of drope of water, Which wz mmm are male up 
cof setllons of malecsles, and 10 ca ad ignetame. So, it would appear 
4 me, the watesmen who dream of an almseat perfec pecety Boat 
some day be forend to observe, usalyze and overcome the common 
‘eatkies of the cammoe people, among which ao fruity iszmore peri 
ioos dan simple dolaces. 











Broprdity can eany be proved she supreme Social Evil, Three fac- 
toro combine to extblish it au woch. Fre and foremont, the ounber 
of stupid people is legicn. Secondly, mont of the power bab 
finance, diplomecy and potines iit the hand of more or lem ap 
individoal. Fraclly, bigh absttes are oftea licked with venoms et 
idity, and ia nach's maces that Be abilives saa before all the 
Se a a ord ca he te a a Ge 
iy by wohimates or by prying sewpaper teporten. 

"How many wap people ae there? To an abeslet vate, the quer 
tion ie either abeard oF gzatsitoos; for she ecictert deiniuon of 
stupidity emplics that everybody mst be enrolled under the bleak 
Danverv ofthe dam while any ocber method af disp the charec- 
twenc out be relativntc. So prefr to dodge a preci nnzwer and 
ay that at least three oot of every four exembers of our specea ro, 
{a some respect stupid enough to deserve dubooorable mention here. 
"That gves you « compact bocde of some 1,500,000,000 people. To 
deal with ss blunders ngligeanes, faeces, mopectizoay, and othe 
Kids of inferior cooduct ina hopeleas ast cope with « plague of 
(@aubopper. Sere thers here, tad » milion Toap up bebind you, 
Boro the milion in on), and asother tea eillion darkeo your sich. 

Among the 1,500,00,000 sevped people ax appalling number ce 
to bad exinence, especial in politica and mall bosaers, Ladesd 
Sa hardly eo tach to say that theac two boge fclds of cadeaver 
‘vaya uve been dominated Ty pertoa of conypicocas aopiditg— 
nd for Miologial a: well ax reooomic ceucay ato wich we all 

t6] 























IXGRESS 
con be inguicing more cionly. It has not bees generally recogaized, 
however, Une the world of banker is pechepe oven more thickly 
popelated with dullerds; nor that these dullards meke most wml 
Beane mea shine 

nomle destinies are if not deaieated by rofenot wntelligeaces tad 
‘motional cripples at ert dangeroealy cootamanated. Aud the more 
complex world affsics become, the graver thu meauce A million 
‘pap-wits siting ia the chaise of direcon, executve vie-prendent, 











peculatly elusive liakage of the fcr trax with the wort, As we 
frogrese with the present survey, we aball find alson every eplendié 
‘cheracterittic in individoale of the groscateeapidity. We thal look 
‘upoa great artut Tike Beedioven and Wrhsbeas who fur out to be 
‘aually dull toward many of the beet things 10 infe, We shall bebold 
‘ecen umtbewcaticinns, widevieiooed huneclint, and tophininded 
‘tateunea hobbling through common effaie like cripples who une 
their wooden bends ny crutchea We thal! se anton fung into fue 
‘ware ann ruined by the comprebeanve blunder of leaders of indit- 
‘unable ability. Everywhere the same moanotonous upectaclel Acid, a 
ach eee fader, the tame monotoaoee dhooght ener: how marvel- 
(00 that mankind has advasced as far as it hal 

Fada eperresioas cults, quackerict emadics, wad doll nmpidanes 
Are holding hele ows, if not increasing, all over the Western world. 
‘They came to « fresh focus 12 the beeping of the World War and 
found fallat expreation during the eanaog decade. If, later, they 
dropped ont of pubic view core or les, that was a0 evidence thet 
men had sloughed them. Opportuniy was Jacking for their mim 
demonstration. And not untl the great ancl collapar of Octobe 
1929, dld that vast gulacy of mortal frailties ewung anew towaed itt 
enith, there to Blaze lke « handred ack, Agein it exposed the 
{incompetence of the mort high. Again it laid bare whe dull wit of 
many an sugunt pertoaage Again it withcrod the reputations of 
thowsands of financiers, econemsins, apeculatoy, politcinun, self 
Wold warms, sod adel, Under i merci ray Big 














{ISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘Buslnem looked lke snel! poestoes, while millions af dollars meted 
down to thirty cents 

‘Whea mach 2 catmbophe occan ewice within twelve years, 
Gouphifel mex mom medy su room and novrishmens. A waciety 
‘which sinks to the dapehs thus often has something rote sn Blood. 
tind bra, Unien it coreg ivelt, st mone die. Aad the fre nep 
any care 9 diagnovia, Hence this lttie booklet It endesvors 10 
analyze blunders, manian ead befoddlemens, with sesther prsise 
‘nor blame. For iat ie rapid to hoot at people wbove only tani it 
tht their ancrators bequeathed ther: « shabby seth of evocative 














ther people wha do what they da only aba zetult of misducaton, 


poverty, oppreice and dscate? Av for praising or defeeding oF 
spologiting for all auch that i sallalier: the way oat of our prseat 
upidity w the path of destrction. Sorchaw we must mp out 
the inferior types. Somehow we aut improve the neglected end 
imletreined, To tia ead we mur, Gre of al, come to andertand the 
inilae warty of aepaditea 

‘As yet nobody has inqorred sto then. Mea call dewds xmpid 
hich, on caretot inqouy, tom cut 20 be brillant Obes eel 
does heroic oud beens which any crise may readily expowe 
‘1 moreale. To appreiats his contion, ook st «few aveats which 
courted while this beak wat being written. Ask yourself at what 
poiat tmple rapidity ia exch panes over acto aguorsace, oF rato 
‘alice, of unto a blunder of reasooing, oF into crass egotim, OF 
soaetiag elie. 

‘While T ponder the seupiives of our beat American stock, lol 
=the Daughters of the American Revolution pan tesolotctn op- 
posing all reducuocs ia armaments and calling 
Strengthen both Army aed Navy at coce- The Coog 
high tand® which briags dowa the wzsth and oppont 
of business orgasizations at home and abroed, and within 4 year 
ruin oor foreign trade. Represeeutive Hamiiton Fith, Jt, gett 
moncy from Covgreat wo iavestpate Communint acdvines 

“Ax Chapter T war being blocked ia, Preddeot Hoover amacet 
the United Siatca Chamber sf Cameserce tha all ceonomic trouble 
are over, “wo bave now pumed the wont and with continued vaity 
(of effort shall rapidly recover”; and ox the aaxt day, op ia New 
‘ork the wort cai ean of hr pent gaeriion ener 












INGRESS 

a the mite of wrestling with the mupiduty of clericn, wt read 
jn the papers about te good Bishop James Cenace being discloard 
‘va patron of « backer thop frm Then along cams the Pope of 
Rome and thusdered » procuacisments ageiaat the skim and onder- 





thiaga of modeca woasan. Meanwhile Wall Street sock gemblor 
‘went right oa Mocking to the artrologert for market ups. “Colliers 
‘Weekly opens its columm to articles by Evangeline Adams, who 
ler gets og the air in « bog Beoadeasting vation and sayt thet J. 
Pieepont Morgan, the elder, ened to come in her for advice. 






‘Chicago 
taropean aahane aze ypending. sbout $10,000,000 
‘day preparing for the ecat war 

‘The French Gavernaent ix building twe hucdted forts along the 
German frontier. Our own Navy Deparizient ia aking $19,000,000 
1m another sixplana carrier. And yom Gity oF mxty million Arierl- 

‘ay cau udmition to vee motion pictares about the Army and 
[Navy which have beea doped up by propagusds burcaut and headed 
‘nt free, Rezanis hae jst bought and paid for « railway canoe! 
ped to have been dg by 4 frm of contractor but ua realty made 
by Auatrian tldiers during the World Wer. 

‘Heaty Ford sage that in 1950 tbe American workingman will be 
cawiog 827 ¢ day in wage. The Roman Catholic Dicoese of Newt 
‘York forbide AbDE Dimpet to debate with Ciarence Darrow on 
religion, The Secretary of Agricultore unesrthe a deep plot of the 
Rewian Goveroment to rela Amencan farmers by selling wheat 
short ia the Chicago market. 

‘The citizens of the couatry continue to spend every year for the 
schooling of their children berely as much an they speod on cig 
atte, Soene cathutinst paints the hammec-andalckle siga of the 
Commnuaiet Paty and the words, “Vote Commosint! on the walls 
of the Church af the Heavealy Reut, in Fifth Avzase, New York 
Gig. John W. Harta, a Minteapolia banker, tellu the American 
‘Bankert? Amociation that the Americaa sesndard of Hiving le too igh. 
‘The comes manplacturera, being at cxtthroet warfare amo0eg 
theouelves, decide dhat they ated w caer ec rale the indueuy. A 
collector pega $1,450 for « Teter written by the mother of George 
‘Wishingno. Cardinal Heyer, Romzsie prolate, recommends fight 

[91 




















HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
wines and becr, ot « meaay of cheesing up ie, 
gen troops the present deprenica. 

Rabb Geller, of Brootyo, decazes in the public prin hut the 
Hebrew philowpher, Maimanides, beat old Dr. Eianela by rome 
i heat 











it preeats God on the wage. 
‘The Duke end Duchess of York delay seguteciag the hirth of 
thei baby, Princess Margare, ia ordes to avord baving ber eserod. 





‘Mrx. Adele O’Deanell, cerzying her six-enoatht- 

old ciuld, waikt for two dayy on the tects of New York without 

fod, etre ging int «pice rater tw wk fr Bep i her pean 
at. 

‘While we were trying to decide mbether to incisde the stupidity 
‘of Banaciers ia ns Prelegoueano, the U8. Trewery Deperuoent 
nnaoanced tht, to date of Apri 6, 1930, the World Wer and it 
Immediate conseqocaces bad cout American taxpayers $514,000, 
(00, A few werks iter comes « dapaich from Pienburgh report 





that Joha R. Gubo became earaged over the falar of his cormcob 
‘Pipe to draw propetly, woe poured Rerorene upea the tobscro end 
imive # Toog, trong eck at Be nem; wherespon the barn in which 
hae war worksag buried ap, and Gubo died arat day of hit injucles, 
‘Meanwhile New York buakers weat bishely ou, lending moocy 09 





(08 which may yome dey fave to be colecied by mazioes with tear 
{ts bombs, ax Brazil wopped cush payment of her debt before we 
‘reat 10 presk 

Somewhere eround Chapter XII, Murlisi announced, tor the 
188ed time, the resrablishmat of the Remax Empire in Madite- 
‘ancan tands. W. M. Stebbins, State Treamrer of Nebraska, ed 
‘alitod that he pot up the ea for the campuige funds of the grocery 
clerk, George W. Norns, wham he wished to pit apuiee tue Senator 
‘of Mdanteal meme inthe hope of confusing voters 

‘Mesasthile vehoolboarda contizued to compel high school studeats 
se lama «Hlon—some fon Dengue, ch they wil 











INGRESS 
snevar uae, even if they trly Jearoed it. Momoliai beings ont « neries 
‘of tmnthooks for all Italien schools, describing she Medirerrexean, 
sm *Our Gea” and proclsiming thet Italy “is greet apd roomy and 
teared.” Eighty-seven colleg-a go ca employing athletic caucher for 
‘football and Baseball at alaries bigher than thoee of soy professor. 

“Ae tha tame tise, vome clinic af aur larger cides were Sled with 
‘worco yallering from sundry geave diseaxa wll brought on by iheie 
flor to redoce their weight so a1 to St lish gowns. Neasly « 

ion farmers, having lo: every dollar they invested in cropa dur 
te part year, ate agala planting whest, coca, and cotoo, frm 
in the couviction'that the acw tariff abd the Republican Adm 
‘ation will couble cham to cake maney 2ext time. 

‘Carol Sis from bis love nest in Pars this hornet peat fo Rumanie 

‘bovine deuwicg up the We of Crermta 
triota wboue heeds he will chop off xs s008 a8 be commen into power | 
Dr. Binacis's will be the fre to coll into the buaket Raymond 
Duncan, i toga and ganials axl with docp eav>oaivws for Gandhi, 
‘tradgue from New York's Ceatral Public Libeary, at Fifth Aveeue 
sud Forty-second Street, to the Battery, pall ia hand, to ladle up 
aule water (40 he though, but it wes the this woop of sewage) which 
‘hn boiled antil only the mat (and sewage) veas left, all wy « token, 
of hit ettoea for the Hindo tax tebela Severat Rundeed American 
‘ewpapert go right oa pobliching advertisements of palmists and 
clairvoyuats and Swamis who gusranten to anewer al questions 
aboot love, courthip, macriage and batiness, 

‘Aa we progrened toward dhe stupidity of politicians, the Federal 
Farm Board mggerted to Goathern goverzors thet, to bolrter up 
‘etton price, one third of the 15,00,000-bale crop be plowod under. 

‘Now, faced by the wore wiater yet of oot mupid ert, we come 
cro Secretary Lamont’ proauaciameato of mezy mocthe ago— 
ted for futare reference. The Keadling exnvonce: “Lamont De- 
slares Decline Flas Ceased.” Here is is eatement: “Tt in perfectly 
cleat that busines co the whole hes ceneed che decline which 
‘ww charucterttc of a sumber of exrlicr month, and dhere are come 
Sitnctly cacourapiog fearurea” Meanwhile, as mast of ws Ameri- 
ana pall is cor belo, wheat seis at the lowest price in three cen 
ture; fread of maize was ofered x nition acre of Arkaos land 
8 Sen canon are om cay terme; Bre ani in Teed, Oe 




































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDIXY 
failed within a fow weeks of coe szother, porting three hundred 
hound citizens [a tune with Ge infinite stspidiies of our age. 
Soon afterward, Henry Ford sawed bis ukue, “No garden, a0 
job" thereby compelling bie worksrt wo St intg his almoe perfect 
‘Zuchiae with almort michineibe dashes. Many of them comply 
TT the edict, howeves, for bard wit isabead for more than 
i i Tied t0 do 





clove of business ox September 2, 1931, the United States lacked 
‘at $200,000 of barag $5,000000000 is gold, meaty ball the 
world’s supply. The Preudast ansountes thet bond defaults aocunt 
to something like $1,500,090,000, 

‘The ede 0 poor coors Tn the very week when we 





were rouadiog off the Baal pagee af this apitome of morclogy, the 
‘agli stopped ong gold; news came ther the Geant were fur 
wore off Baancially than the sourest peslmiet had previsioned 








ert service; aad In « few days che Jupunize toope wane 
thovisdwise {ato Maachus, bexton cans, while ten of ul 
loos of Chieere were dying of eager aed prstlenc, In the waks 
of the most wwfu! dood of moders timex. Dering dhe wame period 





employment agencies fa our large cities ansounced that, for every 
‘ihltecollar Job available, forey-fve appliciats showed up. Scorer 
‘of towns a the Middle West and Southwest sew all there baakt 
love thele door and moey damppeer from creulttion entieey, 
Ta the midit of which comedy, Hal Husa, « citizen 
‘vanin, hot Rime to death, lenviog behind « letter 
‘tated: “Sach a government i dingrace tthe world end smut tink 
{nto obivicn. T nm disgored sed sehamed 10 $e ay longer ose of 
its loyal, patriotic mbjece.” 
‘We disagree vigoroasly with Hel Hatton. AI! he anys abot the 
plditiea of our countrymen and all ether aationals 3» trae. But 
1 feeble 1s Bia voice. Being, a was aid, inzor- 
ly optiminic, we admit without share thet shy part decade fs 
cheered tx og cur way mart than any ocher equal pen cf homes 
etary. And why? Maialy becense it bas brought into dazzling 
deylight alt the deeper wesknemee of buman nature which have 
‘amully bees hidden. Among these wesksewer, che moet sumecoos 
And she men porte ere te epltin of wen of wsiat—the 


















ANGRESS 
rulers, the execonver, he adcinsatce, the boreaucren, and the 
salesmen. Running Gas  fucly clone second are the upidides of 
‘action in mea of learalng, fo eens aa engsacers and in tech 
Aicins al of hoe, koowing the bert, bare chosen che works, 
Forte par hundred yea the colons! capansion of material wralth 
Aad conform has obecored the disabilities of Coe who have profted 
the art tecoby. Fow invents ead icieatina whose Sngenticy and 
lateloc created that prosperty glacd tmuch: sex the revinoay of 
‘Thoma Hdisoa beret The browat of the Dew era were atither re: 
warded tor prea das yoblic credit; the exploiters elbowed into 
the spotlight while they reaped 99% of the cash rewards. The bally- 
hoo Ot she owa prem agent ton pervaded thes tht they were 
areat leaders, rigsy thiakern eatermec, pbilosopbers—ye, even 
feniahe of the cnachine age. And the average tia, reading oaly ¢ 
fer Beate of hs seepage, wo ret eve lf ht ae 
‘Today we behold the consequences of tens of thousands of stupid 
acta Left with free band to work thelz will, he men of acuica bt 
yrowed what they can do. We see it. Aad we begie to think at le 
eth aoe x coomammation wel worth the pric of the worl 
economic cllapee? I for ane belive it I go farher look wpe 
the yearn between 1914 and now at the Gist tezioas achooling of the 
average man. They compel everybody who ‘s better than moron 
{© coouider the merts of bit epecin. He begios to wee thatthe ot 
destructive force io the world is man bimeel{. He begias to aoder- 
and drt all exer culty peaches, atteudes and fait be they 
fa hunnen or in sclence oc ia art or fa eligi, probably are tapect) 
{or they were evlved by people out «wht everer thus thee mighty 
caption of industry. And he craven «fresh elt-ezali along ith 
a paychograph of the great 

ha, i the bepioning of a eew wistom. Let us farther it 
inchwte wat eotapane the ell 




















‘At tis junctare you may prota. 7 
Stel ary wel? ty s,m parade Se spe, Bat ht 


MISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
proves sothng. of ill. For yon might Sad many innaaces of 
High wteligence in the very ume currees of eva” 

‘Well, I admic shat an interertag votsne eight be compiled 
‘mzuming wp the brllane, the cever, he analytes] and the Laventive 
4 of people. Tt would be « Short Iaodatrion to the History of 

‘Moet of dh eater earmarked fori pages has alrexdy 
boom amebled by astropologa aad tuforane But would the 
highly itligeas act courbes the stupid? 

Cenaialy noe For rvery lighted act 
have occurred foly « milion deeés:sjorc 
of dol prejedcs, a taglescack mind, a 
forgetfulzen, pride, or tales. On what other tsompuon cane 
sccouat for the beartbreakiog ogrsshoew of burn progret? 

‘Wa know the enormacs poteacy of aneligot act. The mort 
valuable, af coune, lead to deliberately plusaed dacorcney, such 
tt Edisoc't loog search tor the Slameat of dhe incandencest bulb, 
‘Optimin uy aboot that vesieverent Tike thy oft « aTlioa 
spe i tla wl ot prey. We 
{aight show, ine eanoeraceepube to woe, that 
for very tata ef benef vemiiog from inventions aod tie 
fwverien, there hove been wasted, miimued or eoen ately de- 
Lirosed, from twa to Uru dollers Or pat it i the deeper ratio of 
Sian att rama deitt: each, owing from 
he icellignce of diacoverens and ioventory It oft by ae evil 
‘owing from some sropidity, Note well cet I ars not dncesting the 
emul revulig from sexidental dacoverses ike thot ef Colom, 
¢ the pone fool whe St atumbled on gold sk Sutter's Creek, Ca 



































sting a weyoe with Black ataff sticking all 
‘over 1c andes It a fair to Tit cur comparsoma here ercily to act 
‘which flow from good choking eed from bad. Luck (s act of the 








‘This timpliGer xy argoowot. For ult of primitive mest die 
coveries and inventions were pare accideass, and ot in the sont 
‘eiling dagree the outcome of focenght, plaamog, xed clear beud- 
‘work Linle an w: koow about the eveot, we cam hardly doakt chat 
nobody ever sat down and said 1 himelt, “I shall try to dimcover 
the nature of fr9 xed some metbad of producing the thing” Man 
SS pone by pos chor: = leg, che of yank 


of lighting, perhaps, ar « gras fre eared by » epark fashed scci- 
dentally from Aine eriking dint, or 4 volcano, of tome spontaneous 
‘ouborion in « dcied-ont peat bog, cx + hot day. The coarol of re 
thas been che greatert of all contributions to the welfare of our race, 
‘which, you mast sever forget, hax dwelt under the chill abadow of 
‘polar ios, ever tines oar preset civiliaatens arose, 

‘Had we epsce here, we anght show why luck suust have led man. 
te fading and nung the wheel, w subzecting the cow, the hore, the 
pig and the dog to ‘and to many otter bale triumphs over 
hneruce aad the animal kingdom. We could will more confdestly 
femonsrate the staggerieg accidestabum of mon recent advances, 
Darticuleely inthe mater of che spread of the waste race over the 
Continent, Haw, for sestance, was Asnetica discovered? The Scan. 
‘dineyiaat of the taath cearnty aed Inter who reached Grecolund 
tnd then the North Aensie Coest were, by thest ow recerd, blows 
rnither again dhesr wal by terriic gal. Calombus, the amclltime 
sidventacer, set out to find Indie and ite gold. Freach fohermca set 
tail to exch codéih; following, the umssemte schools, they cue 
‘upon Newfouadland. The wild Drake went forth to capture Bpanish 
‘lleoas and their reuare; while bot oa these trl, he chunked $9 
‘lreomaavignte the globe. Shall we credit these geeteroen with 
high iateiigroce? Stall we wie theon i erdcece ageast or prevent 
heut concerning vnpidity? Not at alll Ther achievements ate all 
ineelevant here. 














‘we find an many intelligent act a roped ones in any given period oF 
replon? Na. Are the cousequeaces of te fewer mupremely ietelligeat 
‘bentfcta thet they more then offset the en effects 
ca? Again, 20; or, at Jemt, aot proved! A fall, 

ppewot, of course, woold Gil moze pages thee dre available wi th 
‘beocbure. So the best I cam 0 in tacit a vingle hoe of evidence 

which may engpest the aatare of the (ull demosstraben. 

és physically impassble for enpbedy to act intelligently oven 
enetenth ar often az to ect stupidly. For Satelsgent behavior £0 
(quires much tume for the observing, analyzing, ané final orguainag 
Of detula. 1t in chained to fattn xd timed © the elow thytha of 
fogic. But the sopid uct ia free foes al wach cramping st cam leap 
‘ward like the hestebess,couchuog aothing berwart the poist where 
"sleet th groved end poe what eens. Ualt ch are 














HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘eee, it comes down with « dull chod—bor arver mind that jst 
‘nom, please! ‘There are few right ways of dolng anything (some tay 
there ia oly ane, bat that in not trae) and thare aze 4 million wuny 
saya of dang each thing wrongly. The iotligoar man seeks the 
apit way, which hard 29 Gnd. The stupid man Janges coward 
‘without pesting wo acady and search; wa of courve he Biuhes Bit 
(ask quore quickly. Pot che vame fact in another Hight: the entence 
of Intelligence fo is careful considering of everything relevant to 
1 peeblex, Dot the wool of ecupedsty in va lemnng much out of 





"Add to all cis the tert station) fact: even emong #iperior 12+ 
telligences, acu leading to significux dicoveriey Inventoos oF wlefal 
raforms art few aad far betweea. Rare the mao who contribute: 
‘more thes four or five disuact improvesent te the fonded will and 
knowledge of the race va the course of his Lfe. The U. $, Pateot 
‘Office secords ladicate that pot more thus one investin ix a hundred 


cr to amovat 10 uch; 424, among the few which do, acarcely more 
than onc in « handred coeses to fall fraitoo. Over agaieat (hit wet 
the huadreds of millios of people who never da a beight deed In 
all esr Lives bur oncsommace many 1 ooe which aera themuelvet 
for theit aelghbort, at least» litte. Fioally we look to the billie 
‘hove duloeu at « blight upea the cace; the swarms of Indi, Chine 
and Central Afvica teeped ia rum, opium, cocazoe; Kielow 0d 
‘wits because underfed or misted; and croibed with humid heat 
a boedes wo themwelves and « mesace to evilzation. 

Sum ap! Some rwo Billioa people now Bll the earth. Amoug them 
fully « re drusk of insine or feebleminded or malanal of 
ttricken with hookwarm or taberculois or leprory or venereal dit- 
rage or tropicul searastbenie or malestitioa, heoce stuporon oF 

cious (oF both). Among the other Dillion oot moru than fve oF 
‘mullion ehiak and act with progrenire intelligence, thereby add 
ing something to the worid’s permaneat well-being. The remainder 
of humanity i either toc young or toe old oF toa bedly educated 12 
frvaid sesious tupidies from tme t9 time. That oor high-grade 
perv bat the tak of odetting the beutiah and the ally acts of throe 
(9 four hatred Jow-grades. 

‘Should we aot wonder at the progres we have made? 

‘etaneeahis tle moe he a he ory bee henge 














INGRESS 
and the stupld. As Tvaid, we al kaow the pomer of 
tellgest avi. But dose sot all human expenence 
colo] destracavity of «single blondes in an otbecwie wel dered 
Tife? One hate i eaoegh wo fk « bor. Oue Zils sip can beng ox 
<loute. One bret ovztlght can iad to aapidruta which ua. Here 
{nlifes deepen, mom incisive tngedy; bre to ont might EO- 
seat ia favor of a worllmdecramde apiee w=pusty- 

‘A sues may be Slened wrth al the spledid, adorable, wefel 
tents and for al ha, cou To grief Croagh avereatag tone anes, 
rutkiag one cockual too may ia te company of the wroe 4d, 

wie eagagecot, Deiog late at x critical conte 

he weoag Mis. Joes othe wrong Mr. Backs If hing 
swore «mater af vera, how inte we should eve to worry ove 

Ff mins waccem, bn characte, and his influence were 
ot {Fes ina so nmaat for lite ot for Ceah, but thrOdgh 
toate munomton of gualioe od meri afte: dhe mace of «comme 
‘crountat, then nobody would ever go brakupt ar w rat of ue 
feupid investment; body would ewce break fis ert ove tre fom 
of 8 fevend; adbody would ever be outacized numply bocaute be was 
ee found drush up wn alley; aa wobody would eves due a a remit 
ff jon one lite wip of wood wlechol oder the sue ofr 

Ye the facta we muy, eats that each ued every Jem episode 
Joa rat's carer 19 ater of ine or death; and averagog thingy 
cout m azponible. So a mere chemical trace of stopisty 1 eapugh 
to undo great deeds and eat great empires sn the Jong cu, One 
rsmtep slice to pitch the dhcewdsse and the strong iat the 
thy. Twenty year of malitacy gens covid mot sve Napoleon afer 
feleft Sees for Moscow, as winter wav cong on. Fory year 
of sincere herd wotk und cleat azibcn0s could aot weve Cutaon att 
ie weet t India usd ade the Blunder of Soatng the Nugoaalit 
stl there, HU 4 hfenme of wady and nzinog wes wiped ut i 
‘ ewnakling when Woodrow Wilson oxide in x oomeat of faGaite 
Aopidity, to auend tbe Veruilee Pence Conference The tsp ipringh 
the px fal, the Bullet speeds». aod the cad. Endy are alweyt 
tmach briefer than th thing which coda 

Bo, ay we the waste again mepidty the bare for Ife 
Sooner ot Int, periaps, we lta the wroog bution, eg over 
42 och to far, ead epon dazknes aad Sd it cmpey spe, But 
iret dete th moet flea? Why wo ya 













































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
he cates and earmarks of the bisodes, with the same cold objec- 
foviey shown in utudgiag cholera and wiaamey? Why sot ait, as 
‘we act the mudy, thet we are dealiog wath oor of the deadliest 
poxsoca? 

‘More than balf of the haman race perishes ia unfancy and child- 
hood. Among these are foued the eopident, more often this nol. 
‘Thus we mise fair chance appraise the human rtoc. Tn checking 
‘over my notes tboat youths ead maids T knew 10 my ows boyhood, 
observed an onuanal number of deaths induced ty doles, Ont 
ff the mou prominizg young plasine of my high schocl dayt lost 
(ut in hu ‘teens tinply Becauve he lucked the common veate to obey 
Inu father’s warauty got to drink water ost of an abandoned wall 
‘acer the stables oo his farm. The well hed been boarded up for 
teveral years, and « 1ign had bora ausled on the Id declaring the 

ater unfit to dnisk; Bot ous emart musician, one hat day, pulled 
off a bourd, lowered a tn bucket, goatfed therefrom, and the foseral 
at one of she fomeriest ix our end of the roma. Twa other youths, 
both well informed ad veemungly bnilisat areas ix embryo, coo 
sorted. wrth molatto areer walkert xed diod of ayphilis sm sbort 
order, Millie, the hired gurl aerots the ect (rom our college room 
tng bong, sought 10 wpeed up dincer by poonag « cup of guckine 
‘08 the mocd fire in her kitchen wove. Four collegieas managed 16 
ireathe her ia ruge ae she writhed on the frort lawn, 4 living fore 
nd, ia a minute, she to had gane to ous tbat great caravan of the 
fumple, And 10 on aed on: witha « narrow citcle of contacts dur- 
{ng my early years, I lod dozeas ike these "They force upon me the 
conclusion that ifthe eugenuts cre thwarted ia their aoble 
to exterminate the stupidest, Natore herveif will come to our rexcue 
‘id al er biadgeoe 

‘Take 2 progrewve poiat of vice, and you will argue that 90 
mortals oot of every thier who survive chidhood lead stapid lives, 
Soar to the perfervonun’s tigh perch, and you insist at 99% of 
the race 1 # compound of dulnen, milice, and wanality. Hut, no 
matter bow you look at the fects they alwayt lead to 4 wating 
revision of hinory. And that ia out preseat caacera. 

“The inferior permnality has abwayy been & 
societies and euleore. Hee han algo becx post 
mere segabon; for, while ha lacks high sbiite, be is by ao menns 
sm muumblage of iow sg bat ber o band of eae whe 









































AINGRESS 
blow off and do all sors of things. To clam kim with the idiot, heip- 
leat in hu Sithy huddle, a 2 profoasd erzoc. Fle pamed the hemlock 
to Socrates and atl Jeeta the eros 

‘Contrder him in aniy three of iis many cles: as 4 wotker, thea 
‘asa vote, and lusly a6 2 worobspper. In the ages before man com” 
‘Geeted netural power, the muncle Of the weupid and the claary and 
the lazy did the work ofthe worid. They did ir camallicgy, lowly, 
and badly, evea 29 today. Thus they set he unas pace for the herd 
ss 0 whole; fr, Like a sabwey crow’ ia ruth hoor, or like x public 
‘hool, the backward read the beight apd embitcns; pevet Jo the 
‘bright and ambutious speed up the slagaards Tn vo far a3 prosperity 
desiver fram work, theo, the race Logered im poverty for ovande 
of years longer than it woold have, if scoured clesn of 1 safenort. 
Fisally, the whole syeiem of rewards and punishment for labor 
‘ust have been determined largely by the able wan't exasperation 
toward the ineompeteat—and, of cour conversely, by the inoompe- 
tots need of powetfel stimulttion sx the shape of extra pay oF & 
wmft kick, 

‘Aa « voter, the stopid mac has scrawled bit autobiography large 
‘cou the tables of humary. Here hus wseepacsty excoeds thas of the 
‘worksr for 10 pasiag ob the alley of sate ba ss confronted with 
problems far mere scricete thas those of tbe carpeore's beach. The 
Taxger the vase, the more Gagrant and divatrous hu incompetence. 
‘Hence, the Romas Empire crashes, bat the Afzican geam-het village 
continued nnabaken by far dusters. Hence the British Barpure panes 
inglosioutly from ihe scene, Sor Kaglend cacrica on sereadly, stlh 
th high fope of irumansty. Until the advest of radio und long- 
ddagce telephones and sirplaces, it has bees the stupid citizen who 
‘hav tet the boutds of government atd the areas of his aston. And 
sm many other ways, ee of which will later be sketched, be hap 
sade Athena what it wus no len thea Pencley; be bap defeated the 
Ligh eupiraucns of Amencr’s founders; and ke will give 4 twist 
‘ the coming Ruma that wil tard: both Sali and he D. A. R, 

‘As for the inferior worsbipper, the whole account of carly megic 
snd seligion most be tcvised 0 allow for the positive forces of 
arupiduty ar these have given chepe eo supernitions, bred fears ont 
of ignorance, and raued silly hopes ia the wnimel ago. Tae effore 
of anhcopelgin to prevent melon ote i ing of the 
































HISTORY OF HUMAN sTUPiDITY 
icaife and mecal pei have overabot the mart, But of this we 
(cx ay Ltda bern; for iti «Tong wry, and dal. 

‘Out pretappositoe box dows to tic: in every age and lime, 
seapid peuple have coorinat one of the lager groupe of inferior 
Joumanity, have been engaged in ll hoes of work ar i 
sworhips have oftea domineted fairy der the lead of clever tele 
teckory; have been catered wo by Ge acer and sous bave inditeeiy 
‘wrtiea chemwelves ints nwt, codes, ethic, tan darda of tat 910- 
‘ction techarguer, and adeiaiceton. Eaten laxinet celuctance, 
fear, eumines, ad hecr Manderag eve bofcbed wermally ll 
lacy, able movements and the Biorisn cameo drew » tathful 
‘panarama of maa's mull year unieu be exhib chet date tide, 

Te bas been the fatbon, of le, 0 Bcke the reader wth please 
‘oaks tentuay the woader of must progiom. Thets nuke man Ost 
seb de lower han he engefu ste bey wold 

"They 410 ia barmony with the period of boom harrah, 
tepertegen eed lonaizwot eying Thy heve ees Bong i 
Inge numbers by cloak aad uit ulewnca—aod corctully etodied a9 
fay page 6 Bat thes vogue has pused. The world in buck to hard 
fan. Binee 1929 even pome Cloak and ut plese have learned that 
feupis folk wil rule the world Seupid prxieana wrne memeget 10 
pid pastiments. Stupid beakers lend elon to afapidssveton, 

















Seupid newspaper edicor hide painful face, Seupid texpiyee abel! 
cout billions of dollare for buttleahipa fortrnie, shells, and atnpud 





Seupid New Yorker yotr for Tammany’ enminal candidates Stu- 
pid Ramune let themaelves be Kicked around by doctrines and 
imuffed with black breud inthe came of progres, All of which givet 
eto the mupicion thet, ifour alleged civilization creaka and groans 
sod esacks af the top under the atrase of rapid leaders, presaimably 
Ait eaclier civilizabonr have ectfered Lkewae. If vo, thea our own 
tage mut find » fee view of them all, if only by way of consoling 
felt. 

But a richee profit may be reaped from » survey of kuman dul 
ew, There is caly eas way of rising above out sropiditicg, and 
‘hatin Get, co anatyze them down > the pmallas ators and then t0 
Saif methods of control throug educaticn, police, oc chemicals 

(20) 


‘To do his we ars call « spade a apa, 2 fool x foot Tf we da not, 
‘we shall be in danger of hel fre, 


‘Ought not the many brilliant acudice of ineligeace 9 be rounded 
of by 4 thocough inquiry into the varieties of usiteligrace? Yo 





ecaa' the world Hf a tle? Why 
‘thes ought a the prythokagn come te the ad of vated, eit. 
tuin, und bate maa, all of whove efsi tazn cn the pivot of 
‘oar aormalig? Why act sretinise all Kinds of wobhling piven? 
‘Why oot nealyze each and every defection from wound yews heen 
perception, and good jo 

by toch latecenm, 1 approached the unrrveyed tcrtory of 

Te seemed the best port of entry tar te explore, 
idity appeata sltott oiversa. Geaicss dleplay 













the oddert disagreement cropped up. Acts which had 
Drewed. me, at fmt glance, as chorougsly wopid were deemed lav 
Egeat by vme people, while hers were explained way a1 mere 
{guotuce, That de axe easy. drew vp « dosta or more agai 
ant records, tne of which ars pristod ix the fallowing pupa and 
fgeve then te people whose jadgmest seemed t me ucute Bul the 
time dash of fulgmcat! T cond wot aveid the cncluvion that sheer 
5s a0 agreement ato wht wnpdity in We all ecto gibly enoogh 
the dictionary AcBaiton, Bot as oom 48 8 face the coudoet of real 
peopl, we ere ao 
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I ther revened preceture. T invited some of these sume people 
ta narrate the clerest ieatancss of stupidity which Uaey hed cbve 
‘And now ir wan I who deviare, a 09 often, from thelr epprai 
“Yen, we are all bedevilled| Are we perbapa ao stupid that we cannot 
recognise tepidity whea it chew ver Gull face aguinet cura? Have 
‘we acquired a blindneas toward our owa bodes? 

"This pouibitiy lent zat ro the research. But it wa only a weak 
favor compared fo whet enrued. For, o1 T drew cloer t0 cate, the 
act of the rapid enomed an entirely sew coatour and hus. And 
‘under my eyes thelr very nature changed subtiy. Now, atthe clote 
of the most eatertaising study I heve ever purwued, T write “Fins 
‘w all my peevious gations about eepidity. An, leit be hoped, that 
tte word serves ta inditate the prelode of w tew interpretation of 
‘the human mind. T am act yet cut of the labyrinth, hat at eatt T 
can rend a few sign pore va ity dusty maze 














aw 


‘Amazing the lore about the stupid) Amazieg tn us scarcity, [oI 
smevgrencn, jo ira casual soperficialicy. Search all the peed, 
snrely, prophets, wodaayens und cbroaicien, end you will ind hardly 
‘mote than a light Line oc two. It almoet seems ov though mankind 
‘hed turned its beckon thi, sts moat terrible scourge, pezheps because 
cores the dull wit ofthe truped hed ever weaved dhat the thing wr 
1 Gorgou's head, ane fair sight of which woold turn the bebolder 
to stone. 

Ta tia, ales, the dol have proved sight. For the dreadfatlest 
cchaptee of human bh 
refeaia from invewngatiog etopiditen pant 
pitifully brief Short Iatredection which eciues bere giv only a 




















covery of Bt. Peal tha “God hath chonex the foolins things of the 
‘world te confoaad the wise™ hale with thet cbaervation. Oxy ope 
‘great man, to far as we can diners is interminable ancale, hat ever 
tbed on rathlenly aad comet consemplate the sovurge at close 


satge. He wat Gaatama Buddha. He so, alone amoag the world 
sothng srs pee spends Se ey ne 
2a] 





cardinal eas: rage, oc sexsuality: dove, or D-will; and she, of 
upidiny, OF Ubese be rogarde kepidiny a by far the worst in evecy 
seapect. Hs entice techoiqee of staining Atshatship (Nirvana) 
‘wat bed opoa the progranve exierminauoa of the trio of “hunisa- 
‘doan” Contrary t the all too prevalent aotion among Americens, 
[Nirvana wes nat thought of ou € vite 1m which al deacon and feel- 
Inga were erusbed; rmther was its ponitive nate of blewednest at- 
taineble ja this life 

‘The thinkers oa record in the Olé Terament lucked Boddh 
deep Sangh, bet they did realize the menace of the stop, 











Far dram someh though the ela of buoew; ead 
foot oie w knowa By malarade 

iis beer to hae the rebeke of em, than for « ms 10 
sen the sone of feats Ee. VILS 

“Tne words of wise men are ened init more than the ey of 
ima leh smoeg ole Be EXT 

ihe word of wie mass uth are gracios; but the lpn of 
4 tg wil raion up Riu. Be. Xiong 13 

A fooligh worn ie clamecous; abe is simple, and knoweth 
pothing. Proverb 1X:13. 

‘Btey ete, Car wore Orenty or vo proverts 








‘eve, ail true, you sy. Yet they bazely graze the subject. It it 
‘touch and go, always. Thos ever down the ages. Can yor Gd a learned 
‘tun who bas devoted years tothe atody of stupid folk? T have been 
‘te to locate only twe, De. Maz Kexsmerich's “Aur der Geach 

ficken Daremheit? andi Lomentela'y “Uber 








wring axing teen 
oF Sy tod prea mic rogh ce hid Depts How cde hat 
Mi Seve evaded whet Budde eae twenty Sve ecaraies af found 
ta be one of Sr mst Spertas thing in man's world? Ia here wot 
something of x enynery i she Cac hat ous oma Linke band of aveat- 
(stor sled for weeks f the knanate Ceara Libra of New York 
Sey ia warch of wharer mighe bear spon Suman stupidity and 
ound tay « fw dort ayy, it, ernay and rather ferble oben? 
BES ee ee 
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read, well informed friends and soquasatzaces tp whom 1 turned 
for nugpestions and leads, act 4 single cee hed ever collected in 
formation abcut mpld people wor bad any Lnerary references over 
snd shove the ame halt dazen which kept cropping up sepetitioonly? 
(Thos was not true, to be var, of te cases they reported.) 
‘Does it mo trike'yoo a eguiGcaat that ia the eatite Baeytlopacdia 
Britennica ceither eeation Bar discuaoe of wupidicy ooeare? Ts 
ot something more than chance thet in all of Bactet's “Fa 
Quotations” wre can find ealy « thi sprinkling of brief linea oo the 
abject? May ie aot indicate dhar meo shun what they kaow they 
‘canbot master? May they not have sume curious animal inminet of 
tbe rinpod in peace, voee=uich as “gegen Dumtmhvit Limplen 
selbst Cotter veegebens:—? 
‘Not until all the material for thie Short Introduction had been 
putheted aad studied did light bea to break. And st wer brought 
words of Jet, i his Sermco oe the Moazt: 

















whovoever is sogry with be brother 
ad 


danger 
af the coated; but whenever sball xy, how foal, shall be ia 
‘danger of bell fe’ 


‘Then and there Jens fied the policy of Chruvedom for afl sme 
‘Appealing to the meek and tbe lowly, be undertood perfectly the 

‘hem the truth about themaelver Doubles t00 
ight into thei extreme simplicisy—for were they aot 
2 peatana aad fishermen and peddlers aad beggara and oateuts? 
‘Then tno, he sincerely Seieved rm the goodncm and the power and 
the glary'of the commen folk. “Ye aro the light of the world.” "Ye 
are he salt ofthe earth” Out of chem be was wemnng a world move- 
‘ment, So mith fall awareness of the consequence of hi words, he 
ude abu the very accutaticn of eupidity. And all who took the 
Setmoa on the Moust to heart, thea and siace, have, io the larger 
eau reapected the taba. 

So, you we, we have to do with pechepy the deepeet diffrence 
Yetween the cultace of the Eart and she ezicure of the Wat. We 
‘wang 00 minor chord oo the harp of binary. Rather do we force 
‘wpon 4 relurtat and dying civilization the spectacle of Sty wa samt 
elo isr—to wi i mawibingpem, dig ovo thoend 














INGRESS 
ears to admit, discus and wine to cmmqocr ist own stupid. 
Boddha uw sapidvy at mankood' bathent plagoe, ss itcranable 
Penderia; and, cing be at half to acy ean’ beat method 
Bf oveicomng it. Jesus uever uadertood ‘oy ngsufeance; on the 
tary, while observog the man fact at lav = par be ae igh 
‘alos upon the eek snd che lowly (oot of wher are Oreadhaly 
‘upid) and ducournged thes criticising of umgn folly. So the 
CChrienan sturade trode tp be oor of glomiag over dulzeay suggiss 
thunking, Bluaderng, and every o&het form of wupié bebevior. The 
‘Chr reqrde the truth aboot x fol a6 a ort of radecet exposure 
ted the trutheller Rnneif wv sbsoroe. Hlence the eopty shelves 16 
fe hbracie ‘where whole volumes dealing wih inferior minds 
fought to he avilable Hace too the rage ofthe wm 
the simpler, banca inverugaicn of human Satlligeace: observe, 
sf you wil te ferious attacks epon prycholopicel tema by the can 
‘entional chorlits and sigesiva, sppecally during and after the 
‘World War, Hence the net decay of the cult of the stupid during 
the pase half-century. The younger leaders of che Wetern world 
hve dhvembarrased Gantlves of such evil aliudes a8 thit ex 
ened by Puls hue words: “If aay maa ameoog you scmrth to 
ewe i shi word et hi become «Yoh ey be ie 
For the wisdom of ths works fooluhees with God. ."The Lord 
Anoweth the thoughts ofthe was, shat taey ace vain.” Wo ae ready 
to go back to the poist at which Buddha dropped the problem of 
mao tupisity tad make a fredh nart. We are prepazed, with 
tpirieeal fortimade 30 low than with sientiBe curity, to eas off 
ihe shackles of Chistian wsprduy aad to observe, record, ansly2e 
ta appraie the fol in is folly; that we may, by knows 
im better deliver ouicley fram axvagery and rpermtion. 



































"The Tebo in hereby annulled. 


Anal it though we may, mea will peralat in sbeaning morology. 
‘Other treads of the payche eweep atvearion. For example, mort in- 
smances of ropldiry are doll; and Seteliigest people cannot endure 
Song pondering over dall things. There i lle novelty and excite- 
meat in watching thictheads at they rove from befeddlement 
befoddlemene Nori tere any pot mor any fase, Ta 





HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 


the ego at hedged about with aay defenses aguiat exponute other 
‘than the tbo wt up by sup egoeestrioe 

‘80, Kiod reader, scam these pages well! They may br the oaly 
‘weatse co dun wibject for another thovmnd gern. 


‘The cleverest people would aeviwbly distinguish all varieties of 
veupidity mont procicly. Sospid folk, on the other hand, would f 

0 gee themelyey as others we them and woold blur all aloe 
bere, So I elect to report the words aed pbrascs nsed 00 describe 
anode of stupidity by the cleveres of ancient and the cleverert of 
roodcran. Fire, the old Greeks; then the Japanese, who revere 
the Greeks much more than most Wenercérs ceulze. 

Tu maners of sopidsty, the Grecks cerainly hed word for st, 
no matter how subile the shade of intramentality. But, if ray inform 
‘ana aa be relied 00, the Japanese are quive ay deft. To Lr the mere 
‘words bere woeld, 9 1t seem, verve no aseful purpose. I preter to 
dijcover io them the more wtziking teadencie of mgaifcunce; for 
tise alone may throw light oa the problem of warition 

Lake other languages, both Greek and Japenese sharply dni 
quith four espects of eupsdity: Gre, the lack of sennesvity which 
‘resembles death, sleep, bhindaew, deatness, secondly, 

of confusion im the presence of azy ula requiring observa: 
i deeiion; thirdly, low welacity, be ie in the fet eemuory re- 
‘ponve ot ia some later phase of bebavicr; and, Tanly, en feability 
ut through to the Bear ofa sitecion or problem, which \babilty 3 
1m all the keeaer language, ideotifed wath biuatacas or Inck of 
euthag edge, at 08 a karte or eord. 

“At difterent periods isthe grow of wisdom, people distinguished 
thete four spect of stmpidiey varicealy. In the earliest times, of 
course, they were not held apart. Homer, for fstance, tila ms about 
the sop fas, the doll shalt thet sorely needs sharpening 20 eerre 
the wattior in battle before the walle of Troy. Bat when Herodatur 
‘wrote his strange history, mea were unag the word 200K to mean, 
deaf or deaf and dum>. Ia the glory of Athen’ prim, Sophocles 
‘oe he mame word ote mind eed ten ena i Her 























INGRESS 
shes, appear thoee of ost fous phase ceammngs ic one and ihe uae 
‘word, but at various eras. 

It an also Herodotms who pasod from the word ws in it 
primitive meamog of duggu, slow, torpid, to am intellocnal ps 
be used the term i the sense of stupsd. Shading awry from thit 
meaning, yet palpably related fo it a6 that eriup word #2E whose 
‘carly we raferzed to « slackaew of body, such avin eferainate people 
‘or phyilcal weaklings. Plato and Xeoopboa applied st to the mind, 
hheace ft became a regulac term for stopsdaty. T eospect thas thers Wat 
‘oftea implied the lack of demng foro which peoctrates to the core 
of affair. The tegular word for slow is $esbés; Plata and oibect 
‘often use at sa metaphor to describe » dalierd. 

‘One now poplar woed, roorse, is pore Greek. Jt wseme to be the 
mont precise way of desctibiog the sofersot mind. Often it mean 
‘eumpletoa bot apaia « merely stupid enn who aned aot be x dow 
fight foal, Bnpides cesta st ito che neucer to expres folly, Thit 
3s the apple oemey of She ope comm pong whch alm tx 

fewer silines, Our own technica! deSzinon of 4 moron was, of 
‘curve, never conceived by the ancients. 

‘We cannot go isto the away wbuer auances of Greek without 
‘tnnoying mor render Plato alone uses term to ft perticslas forms 
‘of stupdury wore cumerour than ancy anctber language in I 
satirety can boast, The stupsdicy that cesolta from mere slewoeue 
to recogmuning and learoing ts icy apt oumme io the immortal dia- 
ogoen, topatho; vo bay the vacsety that reralty from total falar 
to leare, dott, The historians aod the draceten further ditingul 
many elusive suodes in which we wee, Dut cot clearly, the vations 
toatic meanings viciously compounded. Eoripiden and Thucydides 
speak of Arrneia uy ua all-zroued lack of grasp, while Aeschslur 
‘sea Fyre as the sort of stupidsty rooted in lack of perception oF 
defective observation, To this brief catalogue any Greck scholar can 
{dd soother qoute as ioug. 

“The Japanese dcaw all these dutiacticcr and many athers to boot. 
“Don” meaae bloat, wnthout edge. "Dos-tn” is « dull knife. And eo 


























‘tdooran hiro” it 9 wtupid person. Thus alto with the synonym, 
“alba”; i describes ack of cutdog edge on 2 kite or rword, and 






‘covarsall four of the phases of stopidity;sometiots xt cean In 
reno, api den of ud gen neg, sd seh 
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‘nth of penetrating powtes. The Jxpéaeac bave also an cxclles term 
‘which strowes ose aspect of sspidiny that yeot well dfcreanated 
to Exglthy is "mami," or blasdecieg, but ia the apedal vense 
feasting te une ang occanaa. Ts, yon we, retble the Preach, 

propo," but goes Deyood she later i= eampbuszing the 70. 
‘idity that underlie wach Yebevioe. 

‘It ts ignuicaoe that a cace no alert end nioable ax the Japeace 
should vee many words 1o decibe vacitles of speed and Wagga. 
eu in meatal a9 wel a a puical behave. Bu tla even Ore 
[rviking that they wie iga—asning foalwh or mmpld—es e humble 
‘word ro describe oneself in pole conversation. Thos: Ia the opinion 

3" Then 100, they regard it a8 clever in businew 
sealing affect stupuity the ground that supid people provll 
{nthe world and can be dealt woth moet eat by pernos whi em 
to be Hike thecuelvet. So desply does thie Belief wrike dawn into 
Japanese thinkiog that they wie “sbiremoao"—a foot or duace—o 
eter to « cunning fellow! Elsewbere we shall ditcan ua syfcant 
sayehology. Let ot leave Japua with the remark that thee aro 
‘ighteen of sioewzen fairly commas terms xeribing forum of to. 
pidge nga Soey ely «cee ace could be was 
Ital 

‘Tho Racans were masses lem clever das Greck oF modera 
Japanere. Theie speecs doth bec ther 

‘Our werd “foe!” comes from “bellows” by way of Rome tt 
wasnt, thee, « “windbag"; 10 wv by mo empty meeapbor that WE 
speak of fools 4s windBags The Ttshaas wid “foie” kung t direct 
trom dhe Latin “fol,” which 19 0 belowt. Go far at one vobfct 
‘a conceroed thea, “foal” i eradely deawa, colors), bot blondes 
ing characterization. A windbag is aa exapty head; but what causee 
‘he exprinea, snd of hat sorts the prychic wactsy? 

‘From the Romana dao we take over “rmpidty” end merge 
the meanings of dutbess, dowaen, aduSerence, sesthesit, and ite 
sblley to use whet cae kzows 20 chit Inst sete ws cure poo 8 
feeds contribution. From whom cle could is bave come bot the 
Eaglsh? It i a mrichy prugmatc ist, yt profound. It hen boen 
‘sont neatly phracd by the philowpber, John Locke, who in bis 
Easy oo Human Undertacding, writ In 1990, wrote shes of the 
slo Te meres sony end ree sth ie tht ts, a 


























tre lld up in toe, quick caough ware the mind upon oxo 
‘Thy if ic be to a great degres a Stapidiry.” 

‘Now here ina feature which nether Greek aor Japancae observed. 
1210 aot inseoutiiey nor feeble pereeptics Dor mental coafurion but 
‘ther slowness 13 twemiag to account shat one alrexdy pomenes 
Untellecesally. Later we aball discover det Chua ia a form of aupidity 

‘which the Eaghah excel. Moreover it grows ia istportance al 
oar world becomes more and mare complex. Slawacas in vening 
{tad percernng it one thing; slowness in we is quite snother, 

‘People who bave aot yet ducavered the human mind pad im wryt 
are alway merging ia their own Ghough iguoreace and wupldicy, 
Few races have a8 lite ianght an che Arabs cto aftir prychie; 
‘and their language reveals Qhs dulors. They use "abil" to ceed 
Fgmoraat aad staprd; appareatly she otigual seuse wae wild oF bar- 
berows, forthe modera Moalean apply the term to the pagan Aruba 
before Mobarumed. Another Arabic word which stem tle the 
lack of semsitvity it “albmag * The root meuaing is encerton, and. 
the meaning may be fairty recent, for woght T know. 

‘All over the world we fad eupidity described aan animal char 
scteeale. Yet st ecm that the dail races do hus suet. Ihave Got 
fouad any Greek nor Japenese voc Englith tendency toward tht 
Ht auch exins, It Js not commen oor important Bet 

‘who themselves were sot far removed from cal, 

















ud the modern Germans, whe are—to put it mort chantahly— 
‘heavy-ntted, exhubit the lant clearly. As Arab who it vague, be: 





‘tor ter cemoved from the Prench shading 18 “une bltine.” aor frera 
‘hat old Engl phrase, “as wise as Wallac call.” 

‘To the world's undartanding of ecopiity she Romina conttib- 
ed nothing. In fact, Chey se aot evee to have borrowed all the 
‘icerien of Greek, inspite of the fact that Il dhey evar lenrnad of 
cnltare came from Hlellente teachers. All four of the chief axgnsG 
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in par pastion, Tike 4 grest woce mabadded 1 eacieat sod, and thut 
‘cannot be moved by ordinary forces. Stapidur weldom meam stxpid, 
in the English vense. It sormally means benombed, or deprived of 
weantivity; thes at fa med 10 depict eae who u thondernruck or 
confounded. Bat the cogaate noua, xfer, is moze often applied to 
Inenibiity es in extave oa well au occanional. OBrunws applica to a 
‘perace who bat boca made biuat or Gall; here ia the eatier meaning 
spain, you se, of x tool that lacks edge and cuthng power, oF pene- 

jem. There i another memning, closely rela, which reveals 
the obrarur as ane wie has been posaded to the point of enfeebic- 
‘meat; bot tht sa decrvatve woterpretatin, Hebe, close syecaym, 
‘bows the ame owe meanings 

‘These terme are all relatively weak, as well as feily general 
‘halt application. That i, they describe mere duloes, without speci: 
fring the form im which it wocks oat Some other words, however, 

‘or at leas suggeat ead renult a9 well. Thos, he verb devin 
nerbes a type of foolih behavior thet is not based upon lack of 
mary seuntivaty at all bot rather oa 4 breakdown of the intllec: 
nl fanctons, Tr utually metss to act without anderttondang” und 
in often ured to depict « nek ‘elirsum. Later we shall fod. 
that many cig deemed stupid ror out to be the reqat of high ven 
tovity which have become jasbted o° “veaselen.” This given rie to 
‘an unfortunate contesian in interpretations. Ansther word, seco, ap 
plies to that wort of tupidety which terminates in mere negligence, 
Mloppines, and the Like; another directioa of effect is doth Theo 
‘We come upon sulfur, « general term for foolshoew; and, strongest 
of all, fataas, which comes close ta cor word, fecblemioded. 

Fumaly, the Latise recogaised chat epecies of etupidity which 
atin from x defect mm sparetome perceptions, But they seem le 
leer aboot it thas the Japanese, » more alert folk. Ag recplur i 8 
penton whose thoughts and acts are misfi He doce ether the night 
thing wt the wrong place or time, or ele the wreag thing at the 
right place and time: Hence he i tect. I think it word exporting. 
‘at the Romans described peda ws inept. 

‘oth Gresia ned Romacs appear to bare noticed ane aspect of 
‘the sensitivities which we modecat overlook. They felt the deep 
snalogy between Ghe davor of salt end the impremion which w clever, 
‘witty, factions personality cakes upon ws. Thos lay back of Jesu 
teak we muender: "Yea he wf he earch Hem 

































seraighe dhrough Greek and Latin eves inte madera Romance a2- 
(guages. Bvca the Porteguese of today calls a pecwos “iaseuse” when 
‘Bo deems the fallow doll orally. Ts word, “itoue” ie trom the 
Sati, “ineulnr." which is the negative of “nine” “Swinuc” meant 
sated or uty, hence acu, wiry, facetions, aimblewised; 10, you 
ee, “ineudoue” describex the dull, the witless epd the slow of sind. 
‘The Greeks alsa felt the resemblance betweco sherp flavor 10 food 
and in penonaliticn Tnupid thioge were, 10 them, str 
srupid people. A fat mind wurely gover 08 ecither odor 
Tr cannot arouse positive responses in oxher people. 

‘The ides of msenviciviey u deeply iobedéed un the Nosth Euro: 














doze, t0 be drowsy. The wis, "rea," se « frequentauve; 40, when 
Autded tothe root, the word “blusdereo” come to gay ta keep on 


daring, to go on being deowny; und dhe rmplied habit sndicater « 
imental condition. The 





vty merge with tht a lack of penetrate 
ir word “Diese” Thi teert t come ftom the Hae 
root a blunders et wetyeatly it develop the 
the vente seed by Chance, Macksag 1 susp port’ 
‘eneteatng. Likewise with “dll”; we alt preserve bath 
it Wesay: Joba ax dul fellow"—and "Fit axe dul” 
'o, you ve, whic men have arver been heealy scat to the 
sernctors of stopidiy, oeverthelen they have groped and Bagered 
Sa few directions, alors toward yme aoe phue of Cyclope which 
igusicant. To complete the literary nent, WE MUE 10 
‘of Morology. The word of atupid inet camast 











Srupldity semaias largely an undincovered country whove bouraet 
co aurveyor has ever checked with tape aod tranet. While it ia all. 
‘teh too eacly to read of ian frontier to an iach at compan pois, 
‘we smut and can give « broad ascoust of the lay of va tersitone. 
io a we mot dow fe wih ent 
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ingame, Ignorance, Sopensition, Inertia, and Unistelligeane, Into 
‘what alianoes has t entered with thee concermng imtervouree and 
trade? What eccbargoes are In force? What manner of foreign ox- 
change and tariffs prevail? Hece are topographical and diplomatic 
‘Guetions which tax the lore and cunning of ot all, 

Consider the selanca m agsorance, fret of all. This secmed, at 
‘iret approach, quite eaty. But what x delunoal Te ua thicker of 
problems. Pecetrae these, ead you come ovt az a heck platen 
warming with ferocous eeigmss I thouglst T knew pat what 1g: 
‘oraace way, vatil T drew cear to its bg game fields. De we oot 














build of the word rspporu thet actioe. Bat the master does vot clear 
ve readily. 

Tgnarauce 1 x sogutve term. It means mere lack of knowledge. 
‘Tha lack, of course, may be variously caused Fasluce to anslyac it 
lendh to terions mutanderwandings. Let me lat Sve common exter 


of ignorance 

Ve T aag never have hed 4 chance 1 leara he wsbject of which 
asa guorant; 

2.1 may ance have learned rt but toon discimed i from mind 
‘because it did sot someauad my saterest 

‘ST ay have Seco munaforined about it; 

‘4, aay have  rengant stutude toward it which har mindered 
sme in learnisg; of 

‘5. I may be comsticationally stupid and thoroughly incupeble of 
ranpiog the wbject. 

Broadly described, thee ate given here in the order of thei 
mrvity. If T um uetware of fact ooly becuse T acver happened 
fp encounter chem, I bave a2 excellest chance of picking them up 
when I need ther. ianoniphets 














tomcthing valuable © fade fom memory because I wus ingeanve 
terwasd yi] facta which, of neesed and sppramed, would have 12 
Anca we ep a shrek of ui st bu a 





Drmrily bocense cf aa nucle and io Haked emodons, bet, 0 
eeper azalpus, became of dunes coward che sport of ce mize. 
[32] 


INGRESS 
I reacmble sow the child who hares she moltipilcaticn ble pay 
because mastery of at ut hard wack, bat auiaiy because be »1 too 
young (or foo badly taught ssencumes) tm perceive the eoormoss 
‘wetulaea of i and wo fat 





or Jee wpa daloes, though this 1 by 20 means common. Tt may be 
careless Hitening or ceading or obyervicg, che curclenoen uel? 
thaving duinew au one ingredient To add ta our troubles, any and 
all of these indirect uupidities may combine. Do you wonder, hen, 
st obr woes? If you do, scan x few case lke the following. Tey 10 
decide the fornmale of each 

‘The hazy borderlive between simple ignorance and stupidity 
reversed by a New York State farmer whowe medical record wat 
reported 19 the Jourual of the American Medical Amooton by 
Dr, Henry 8. Marti, of Wana, N. ¥.* Ac the age of testy the 
‘aun wat fice afl.cied with « growth between the aboolder bladet 
‘1 was then aboot 9 large as » walnct aad eatrcly paialeay; vo he 
‘4X nothing about st For tax yeary at grow impererptbly ont it 
esined the sive of « very large grapetruit. 

‘Naturally, it then interfered » lets with the heavy 
Which a farmer mat carry ou. Aed it mut heve alm bee 
i conaection with his clothes and the daly deeming nd undceating, 
‘Try pinning s large grapetrait under your shirt ust berween your 
‘onulder blades; tben you can form a clear ides of the tumor. 

‘Phyticias advised doin strongly to have it removed. But the max 
Hstened to some of his farmer frieadi who <tured Biss that he 
‘would die sanaatly, were the tumor cat off. Not onte but many 
tizaes dacing the enpuing years, medical scicatina who heard of his 
ase urged him t have ws operation; bot swage ia vain. 

‘Thun paused fore yeary doring which the rarer grew very elowly 
st frat, hut later more rapidly, watil ie weighed $93 pocnds end 
fhung down his back like e mack of Sour. Ct was tweng-one inches loop, 
sand Silty inches in circumfezeace. Iz order r0 walk, the roan had to 
Jean forward, forthe sack of peisoa toached his hips After he passed 
seventy, the thing began 10 wpoil; alcecx eppeated at the bate, Ge 
arowth iscreaued fart and bia beaith was codermined. Finally whea 
Neveuty-eight, he rerigned Bizeeit wx death; too wet te work, too 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
Dordened to mave about, 24 too ald to care couch whether be lived 
0 oF Bch, be comseated to go 0 a hoapltal end have the burden 
removed, This after Sty yeart! 

"He weot iat the ward ar the Wyoming County Coomuns'y Hor- 
on October 26,1927, and came gut entirely well oa November 
‘century of needlew misery, all because 

pbory racher than the phywicians. 
‘Untortuaately we have oo piychological records of the mao— 









Berionsiy? Yet where did Sgooruace laws of, and wupicnty been? 
iad he pechape aufered atthe hands of towe quack, rely ia ile 
tnd develoyed » far of doctors? Hed be wn 4 friend die ender 
the kaife, mam operation which everybody Dad declased eaty tad 
furmesté To diagnoye his mentabty, we should have 0 kaow his 
entice Backgrousd of experiences with ailmenca and cuzet 

‘A city san reads ia Bis newapaper that Minouri farmer iolend 
to goon planting wheat, i pie ofthe callapee ia world pocee He 
fit fesaed tht cora thee men erly a dole « bashel to rane 
wheat. But chey coat sll it wowadays forte Gen Sty ceatn 

“The poor fool” ays he. "No wander armen go broke” 

But, alan! The cae in cot ately ao nimple. The Momoari farmer 
smay tot aboot call bus ere upd, with at Deave« show of 
Tease, For the peolez of wheat extends far beyond relng prem 





sult of proloaged growing of cora. The wil quar be built up, or ele 
bundooed, Men cannot afford to formake it, hence they soul rettart 


fernlicy, Bat how? The cheapest, fama and aareat way it to 
plant clove, using wheat asthe “aurse crop” for ut; tha it, he wheat 
4s toed to protect the young clover over mister. The wheat, 
‘ob, stands the cold very well; at stains coosiderable height in 
(he fal, ches sheltering the clover pleated with it 

‘Agaia, crovion it « Mitsours eesace Wheat belpt to hold he wil 
which otherwise mght be washed sway in winter and spring, So in 
sees the grain on hillsides. The profit from the grain ia a sui ta 
fr, yuu see A man's farm fa worth mare doen any peter from & 
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wheat crop. The grain sou naurance, ax well an 4 means toward 
snjoverating land. So who m fooluh? 

‘Some of iy learzed trieads have assured me chat the rupli 
vuterance from the lipe of am emioest man 18 recest yeare must be 
credited to Calvin Coolsdge, who, in “Good Housekeeping,” Feb- 
rruney, 1921, wrote that 


“Men and women, sm s0d of thecuslves,aze dencable, There 
canker be too many sahitant ofthe nght tind, dverbated im te 
fight place. =» Cert laws of voppiy and dematd tab cae, 

ert cy fee coming un glug of men." Tde et 
toa regecemeait cat bundle, provided Gey ste of 












‘The eritics asset that ths inthe aoe bestia, vilest sew of hemes 
Aife ever tee Bown oo paper. It matches the rabbit phlonophy of 
dis and Ching, It reveals, ve they add, the profouedeat stupidity 
T diaagree This iv aot aenpudity a al. Te ia sgporance. Mr Cool- 
te wmall-towa lawyer, had the bed lock to talk about one 

ex, balthog, and bopelews probiens of ssteccat, 
the pheoomens of populatca. Nebody koows much about thee, and 
thote who do are not lawyers or pabsciann True, all etedents of 
‘population agree that each region, each economic rstem, and pet 
hapa evea eich wil-and-elinate ares has Sts own optaan of pop: 
tation, which if exzceded, beings on diester. Bue there 19 no seatoe 
why Mr. Coolidge thoxld know dan; you might as wall candema 
‘um for hie inability wo analyze earthquake waves ssio their cam 











it wes segpid of hien to talk thus about matters be: 
al grasp. Agua I objec. It may be takea a8 virtually 
coreg that Me. Coolidge did aot know i lay beyond bt ratellectual 
reach. If 10, thea once more the wocat we cen ety 1 thet ho seat 
doubly ignoraat. But vo are all people nowadsyyfrom Ein 
dows to Evangelize Adena There are 20 longer domains of com- 
‘mon kaowledge, no leager eld of simple truths known os know 
toardiaary mactals. Were we al to withbold epeech except when we 
bnew exactly what we were talkiog aboot, what deathly aleace 
‘woald eashrond this woeld of bore gubblers! 

ow for Sart qui of Where sate wendy 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
between eepidity end roperration? How mech of the later in eee 
ignorance, how mech a duines toward meniter fact? Here we come 
‘upea the veratio of anthropologiam and acboalies. 

‘One out of every tx hugh school sradent in Atlanta, Georgia, ud 
ruta Ghat he believer 18 powsrowam. Ignorance or mupidity? 

‘Old Conneetient tarcers believe that 4 dried mole, ht 
‘chile’ peck, will couse she child's teeth to grow Ja a 
snd wrong, Tgnorasce ox mupidsty? 














“Hacdly « day pasa wthout tabloid newspaper io New York or 
Chicago prionng am alleged ncw item about witches or the wooded 





> much that be bas bee a lecturer ina svedicaleolegs, who believes 
that Heaven is located just few anes op i the thy, beyond the 
Mihy Wo." hoch eutreaka the ber be gurance ot wpe 
iy? 

‘A Beocklya mother ix 1920, aw ber won approach death while 





fire phyiciuss teed that hu hfe could be ueved by x simple oper 
toa, She refuted to permit the operatice ca the groned that God had 
igiven ber son to her vod, if be wanted hm buck, she had no cause for 
complaint She prayed stendfantly, while the city oficial hurried to 








the Children's Coort t force actoa. The motber fooght to the biter 
end, but in vain. The boy was sect tothe hospital, wan operated on, 





cof prayer meetings, matic, ard other ritual horus potas luke the fo 
owing cendom tacples trom oor files 

‘When shat brisk panic of 1921 etruck ous beloved country, Roger 
Babion hued up forgy exinent banker, mansfacturess, and profes: 
‘ional mea to sign an Appeal to America. Admitting inthe prelude 
that America was in vecy bad wey indeed, the forty wise mes de- 
slated thar “coly spiritual remedica cam cove che preten ills of man- 
kind”; so they called apon ali people to nai i prayer. (Whether 
he pone id net ae ore. Bu eben. 

ie 1 aj ie sy ot ieee tly 











‘barren waite of the low green crops of the Middle Weer. Where- 
‘pon farmers and their familie, kelpla and desperate npaunet che 
plague, held an ourdoor man eear Sioux City, Lows, > pray for 
Avie protection from the seseca? ravages. 

‘Let ar rap here; for the catalogue it endlens, monotonous and de 
proing. Can you, ia any ove of these sesteaces, art with clarity 
Just where ignorance begins and arspidity eaves off T cannot. All T 
lknaw that each event i some obscure blead of thee two enortal 
defect. Tho underlying urge to live, the srugele for everlaiing 

sppinew, and the yearning of frail max to lean on wwe ronget 
mer are, te ue, uctiv here bat hey make men upd Ja 

















Mila of ncn 
rcholopis, coming for the Brat sin to ous we, probs 
soly sta beck tod forth hewees. two polo view Ft oe 
Angle fe coouders aupiicy art phnse of low satlligeece, whi 
from another be ve it av x phase of pricary venatvry. Whetcas 
iolopet prefer to diok of man's wupid conduct ia the onal {etme 
of end Tapoate, o¢ masfer bebaior, the peychologut shut 
ance wo the moments of coscioasew fut preceding the Seal at 
{or bn a more concerned with phenomena of the cental nervout 
‘zm than wath tne of the easton. 
‘Aa easy frit camiicaboe, then, wonld be one which grouped 
under one bead all duo defecs ofthe primary weovitwier of ye 
3, TOgEe, now, and aka, acd Under vecond head all Woak sy 
‘cemral iasegeaicn inolved 1a she bigher 
cays, aneeaee, 
least, we ball fallow tt ice of dinguning 
ie wl won appear net so much wraag as inaoqoate 
‘Tron 1 poina out levels of perchc oxguotzaton to which core- 
pond variout sor of dulnens But it fails to alos wat i, T new 
anpect, the comoaert and sont diastrous of rupidiey, to wt 
‘hose which rele from the interplay of many fonctions und muy 
sinul and many cravings 
Srupidtes ofthe srt which io cvliationa and durtort cutares 
anaot be traced back woolly «spree Ga is «nervous tt, Dot 
fren tence sel eres Tay wre he malt fie 
































‘the simple propodiion that, juntas general incelligeace a te eblicy 
{0 cope moceataly with new sincaons, so geeerdl aupldlgy i «2 
mn af pc maps an (i 2 say) 






telligeoce or genius. 
ecaute (ti, ia tome manner yet to be defined, the oppoute of 


tnd scanruvury, we aharpen our aonieas about at by 
for 4 moment at the cature of intelligent bebaor. 


‘The boundary berween wmpidity and inslbgence cannot be 
rewn with ¢ srughvadgel tle, 1 rher © noma’ ind 
1 zone betwees two immente forces which sometimes are at war 


lated abiby, uch as mgt be brooght ont and oughly mneasared 
‘tllience tit, puts & man on aoe ade of the oo-naa's lund 
on the other. For in thea, the bighert felde of homes skal wad 
owes, the Interlocking of crit ta « alce pattern of integration i 
extremely subtle. Twa men whe seem alone ideateal ye their 

3 aad ewo who ace oot- 




















ile tai picked out as marks of high intelligence mara 

cut t be ng marks at all. A few peychologiew regird high geteral 
memory power as oar of the required Sopredent, but it certanly 
ot Speculized or pretereatel memory u commonly coupled with 
the dominance of a higher meatal trast; bet chor may well involve 
either average or robaverage general memory. Many x mighty 
mind, lke Beajamie Frenklss' cannot recall what it ate at tbe las 
meal, or where the Declaration of Independeace mat eignedj oF bow 
many states thece are ia the Union, oc which of the Greet Lake i 
the amallest 

Soundoce of jadyarat has also beca wed at a sark of superior 
mentality. Nevertheles, iti « ricky thing. For its in large mear- 
ture, a matier of objectivity: the exteavert i infinitely more likely 12 
te thogy at they are thax the introvert, henee ax extcevert of Low 
mentality may well esxpam wx introvert of very high spre 
Cay in appv ot em cd ei, 08 wel a int wl 
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INGRESS 
prainelk Any laundry apprentice in Ukely to uhow sounder Judy 
iments on 4 wider sange of subjects than Beethoven coold bave 
exhibited, 

Ganeral edapesbloty has aso been taken au 2 meauure bere. But it 
in lew reliable than sremory of judgment Ability o gr along with 
‘people, to meet crite deftly 2nd cool, 10 conform to ve laws of the 
Tend wich eate,comfors, aa eucoess may or anay aot be the renlt of 
‘high mectal tead. I? all too commonly, sothiog more than a 








‘meatal or physical exertion! The wey of the moral 
of the dull coatarmut I do eat deny that it may 
De also the reasit ofthe shrewdest of abtlyss end planesng: iadoed I 
should be inclined to believe, o2 vec invaficisat evidecce us it at 
‘hand, that in deasely populated reyoas, where the preature of wociel 
‘curt and the high tension of che straggle for extteace conspire 
make innovinons and marked individuality dificult, superior mea 
frequently analyze the mruaton wed decide that they will proeper 
ith the eax friction if hey amert their independent thinking and 
preferences at ligle ar pomuble, or, of et all, then 1a sorde bighly 
armoulaged mancer 

have heerd of several vatanecy like Gus emeoog upper-<tam Chi- 
ee, brillant Gheua dwetlers, od prosperoms American bulsneet 
‘men The stronger the herd, the Jess will the Gunkiag man be 10+ 
‘Ged to oppore it opealy; snd the more be will adapt his nature to 
{to far av overt behanor goes. Soca aay eal thie hypocriny, others 
‘will agree thats i uound seave. In any evect, che adaptability thus 
reveelod may alto be fouad im inferior varieties of perso 
therefore matt cot be employed sadueriminstely at an redex of i+ 
‘alligence 

‘Most of the error mm defimeg stupidity and intelligence fa} into 
the two clamen A expeciy which isan important oo! of rtelligeace 
[a mistaken fr intelligence ice, a4 io the cate of memory. Or else, 
a entreralt of outer behoar ig micalied an act of Bigh incll 
‘gence sieply because the act wcialy sound, verfl, and "an intelli 
agent thing t> da" This les, of courve, « while raonalising of = 
occa which may occur withoat the slighter faterveation of aid of 
reatoa. It in lke the theory of an emiocar pyc, now deceated, 
‘mained tot dog aed sam mon be ened wth an mats 





























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
keowlnige of integral calculus beceese they could rup atthe correct 
ope fo heud off « desing rabbat or movie. 

‘Wich these perils of etry mmafudgmeat before ms, let ot now see 
what ace some of the mont cutandiag trait Wich differentiate the 
‘aperiorlntlligeace from the opid? Fire, the ability t solve prob- 
ema Mout peychologista choose this trait a) oat of the srest testa of 
‘ment aleripea, aad we cannot overrate it importance. But we can 
aagaerate icv simplicey. Trath ia, we have bere 2 coostellation of 
trey rthee thant engl ce. And by tnd aot toca tat, ut 
su there are many loads of problems, so there rua be many kat of 
abitioes wed in yolnsg them. This, of course, in true enough and 
eiverelly recognized No, I mean rather thet within exch typical 
robles: we Bind several moses of Behavior auch, when properly in 
tegrated, make for soccer in olan ; aed cha tis these which moat 
be caandered as the tree prumary tra. 

‘What, nom, are these? Conner the handling of « problem. Fur, 
i demands the carrect integration of perceptions, The facts of the 
‘problem mutt be assembled before the husker snd aeen wn these rele: 
‘vant relations. Next, hese facts, m their arrayed pacer, must m4 

tbo hime the hinds of manipulation which say be worth trying 

‘That u, the analogy Berweca thie and previcos probleme must 
stand forth vividly, Thicdly, in order to eeect rapidly enough fo 
schieve seaulty the taker sust be able to reduce the facts and the 
problem alike to some kind of conceptual sherthend. Fle mat ut 
armbols freely and, ia their vse, oot become confused ay to thei 
‘meanings tad equivalences. Words, mathematical eg, 
ughly abridged note mst serve here; #0, 100, may 
‘dyuemments, especially of the leryax. Fourthly, dhe thinker 
‘mast be able, whencrer sectwtary, > divide hu problem; he rourt 
lake it up ection by section, aupect by sapect. And this involves a 





























adequately describe i physiological waiqeenem. Whet plainly bap- 
‘pena us shat certain exteative nerve sraca are vomehow innulated 
‘exnpacartly against all saaer and oxter atimall me w few very 1pe- 

al net, which originate witha the dineciated system fel. It it 


‘hie lat wich mazks the operation off sharply from mere ateation. 
er & peries of wach pertial salotonn fave bern completed, the 
‘nbs bas being Oe pel co toutes and rel Com, 








INGRESS 
Thin, of course lb ex integratice process oa the level of imagination 
and agmbolle fenctioat. To cousnunmane it, tush gocwing may Be 
‘needful Many relations analogies mast be yocalied and wcrutaised; 
tnd if these do oct give the clue, then fees saglogics amet be in 
‘vemed and tested. Here free faetesy, even of the most lter skelter 
oe, proves invaloahle. Broadly opeakiog, the larger ®he Sock of 
Geeting iden, the sicher the Sal choice and che norer iu adequacy. 
But there ia danger here. It ie the danger of being lured by some old 
fevorite interpretation, or ese by some startlingly aew, utr orig 
{sal ote, The former fx ety, pleas, and ents confers the thinker 
in bia greatly desired coavieddon that his bebstua! ways of thinking 
are proviag quite competcat ta grapple with the acw probicm, Th 
ter peri iv graver to che younger max whose intelicersal babity 
bhave aot yet struck 3 taproot (ato hw being. Ic encourages him to feel 
‘that be 1 about ro revolutioaize the world, ro duzzle everybody with 
1 complete novelty . 

Now the thisker of soperior power will be on his guard xgontt 
‘oth dangers, ay matter of preduposed cxusion of oot aye renult 
fof biter experieace at pucurwork. He will ead to wutpend final judg 
‘ment at Joog a ‘sad to eimunate his projdices and with 
from the sterprettions. Ia a word, he ickibues pomecfilly in the 
ficld of unagery, inference and analogy: but be doce chu without 
‘complete suppression of the mates. And aa method of inhibition 4 
‘to wubmic one's fading to cxhere tor testing before coming to final 
decision as to their worth and meaning; while anotber lea effective 
‘method isto repeat the eatie ieveet gation with cartan appropriats 
variations 

















To point this tale, aupidicy will be regarded ax any type of be- 
havior {a which aay one or mare of the factor of intelligence may be 
misting of, if prevest, chen toa fexble eo cope with the bew situation 
at bund. The deepest variety, then, in thet one wherein the besic per 
ceptions fail, as» eerult of same insensitivity. Then comes a secmnd 
sort, almoet'a1 profouad, wherein seay petccptions, individually 
lear, eanaot be orpaniecd to ax m clacidate their measing, The 
third tind falls ta nugget ways of punipulating the atuations tia 
plainly s due to weak imagination and, incideotlly, to inexperience, 
‘The fourth ia dolnem camed by « clumay conceprus! sborchand, 
or lenges oc her tea erm. Th Ath the wep of 











HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 

‘wavering attcation and its inevitable contotion of unrelated Setdh of 

‘Siscouees. The sath is defective dimociana ofthe vigniBcant factor 

sod phase xe the ntuaraa~this being, at was snr, something more 

tan fickeriag xmentioa. The seetath tthe pupsdity of weak orgate 
fea plan of action. The cighth is 


site texting these by inadequate methods Pomibiy we ought wo add a 
teak athe form of bed loge; ttt en to met Wander of fo. 
erence uwaly dow from the ize, forth wed Sich pier above 











‘Some hybrita have been favored by circumatante, era have beet 
smvitly dais. Soae site to glory, while thers are buated bythe police. 
‘The history f thee ali the Rittory of cur race in the main. To eis 
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call careers, be they of small boys or watewnes 
‘religions or referees o¢ farmers or peddlers. They 
uncectes and fuluces, un peace and war, 10 population, i 
cima; and almoee every ocher domain of action. And they strangely 
‘ederle the upt and dowas throaghout the aaimel krogdom. Otten 
they tees regular, ead the cycles of their lux perplex snentin. 

‘The gamber of rmowy ows, penrmigas, and torthere mice vari 
sm a four-year cycle. Thus foxes aze provided with each ¥ feat that 
litle tomes which otberwive wou!d fave starved grow fat and stitin 
‘ripe old age; v0 the fox popolation ewells end shrinks tysmetti- 
lly with tac of vt proveader. Hares, muakrt, grouse, lyax, marten 
gpd ptr gland dele nero pono 97 ras 
Some anvmal dinewses move ia the ame Fmag, which i 














flea tothe short hana egcle of 835 years tod most procicly halt 
the period of the long luna: cycle of 186 yeara 

Ta the affairs cf mankind, st in not che population cycle that 
ands forth to the obaerving eye neatly so much at ita the upt and 
dower So cointatl 1 the nize of crops, ond in bury prowperity. 
“Who cun revit the exciting corceiatioas which Ellyworth Hunting 
toe covers hire? Ue dow fom goienuc record cove 






ame. 
rea cocureed i pervods of 18.6 yeery, while Snen- 
ish panics developed at vtervals Of 124 year. "Though the panict 
teldam occured in the rame teasmn with drought and crop taloce, 
(hey alwaye came oaty 2 litte before or after thers. 

‘Now, what hue all this to do with sopidity? More than anybody 
sccm ts have sospected, Wheaever and whecevet wr find a ctesture's 
‘career dominated by eaviroonnentel pce, we xnow fora certairy chat 
the canditions af cting its oelfare lie beyond its cbsersat 
contral. We know thet the creatace ia a victin of eixcumatance, Relt- 
Ure the determuniag coodioa, itt pative, blind, and tupid. As 
fam as nteligenes ond sere Serco, the coos be el ad 








HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
surroundings, dcvsca now way of pring what st want and avoid 
tag cvs, and thereby tends to break dows tuge va, tow whispools 
of bappeainga which ewecp it wed alli Kied eronad in lang cddica 
Tntheliteofreasoo, tbe pater cootorme tothe wil rater than wo the 
‘orbit of wun and moon. As one wishes, vo things happen. At the Lown 
extrem, the eaeers of bactecie aed acer micraBrgacivan ay well 
‘be devermined alaosr eausely by the cycle of cou eveatt—let ut 
‘ay, a conjecture ooly, by the vacienoes of the caumic ray. Heese, 
thea, the underlpiog aot of the antrologer inde balf-wited som 
firmation. At the apc of Tife—which hat aot yee bono seached, by 
many ¢ milleoniumb—ce will lay out hnodred-year-prograan 00) 
carry them out in every emeotal in apite of het and bigh water, 
‘Theo thare wil be mo cycles save thowe ofthe wil elt. 

‘What will hose wil cycles be? Who eat propery? The ber Lean 
suger is chat Uhey wil be mathematical fvactona of the range and 
Sanyo eames Bat hai mini ne mae dn sin 
ata, unlet you accept—ax lop ris that 
thew of «igh italien cogs pennant trance 
the foor dimensions of space end tine ares thee a8 means to ends, 
(ink, plane ned act 06 progres (9 which pax and fuze are 
merely factors mien 2 calculatiaa 454 mot af all the determicers 
of the edealator, OF wis, mote later 

‘The eyes af Nato, thea, empose themselves apon all eratutcs 
that are enter to iguoraat of too dall or too weak to evade or over- 
come the. Stopidty thus appears to be asly one of three soner 
‘autes of patural determinium. Bot as we progret with tbe analyn, 
‘we begin to éucerm its wobtle ifloeace ta the perpetuation of i 
norunce and even ia the Blocking of bumen exerglen We abl 
cbecrvs, notin a feo but ia cnuny cate, mere daloém of eye, et, 
mamory, ot recive powers preveonzg the dallard from louming 
[arent fits and priceles principles Again we sll ye it iaibiting 
12% and benumbing omacica and riding iitatve, Ere we shall have 
reached the ead of cor scanty prolegemenon, we shall be over~ 
‘whclned with the thought that Buddha was right in rankiog up 
"iy atthe greater ofall mortal defecm. 

"This Stort Introdoction dott not parport to be « hiorys it can 
aly guide ot ito the later, So we rest content with the formulating 
‘of the following. guiding priaciple which the historian most apply 
tad bere ine core of Manas eva 14 we line, mre 
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excrors 
scearste dhan Spengler’ and more campreheanve. Tt macs room 
for the camderable truth im Spengler, witheut aimici 

fond of wild speculauoc and amicigated inaccuracies. It furnitbes 
legimate mathemutical-phyaical basa for the graphs of econossic, 
tecial,relgioes and polincal movements without thereby encourag’ 
sng eccentric simphficaticos which reduce the historic of nations 
nd eras to pat formulae. Here wi im brietest pomble pau: leat 
verve as the approach to our whole field of inquiry. 











‘A msetaphytician sees stupidity as an aziom. To a Berlin audience 
the great Eusncis recently remarked: “Za the ght of God we ate all 
‘equally stupid and eqoaly clever." To thie all ld theologies agree, 
sn well ax the New Relativity. Ie self-evideot. That man zat huve 
‘Baur veasitvitics no lem thes Scite capacities for acove resparse hi 





4... Not to retam any dullness woold mean to pomem untinng 

id ureral ines, thos realizing fe Sst boat 
otivdg hoenaa alien tas: while to be abvolutely without 
‘perfect welt kzowiedge and selfcoatrol, The 
invlupeat aus inows 99 Sseory ourahes witun a Gallré und 
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‘We might even go farther—had we the foolish inclinetion to 
philopophize—and atk whether or not in lute sensitivity nay sot be 
‘eelfconteadicnon ax well ax + biclogical sbeusduty. Toot the 
‘of senting a thing based upon our difleceatiating it fram someth 
‘lte present atthe tame moment? And how exe xuch diflecentionng 
‘tcae if we are equally aware of the differentiated chingn? Licstted 
tu we are to dhe workiaga of osr own functions of attention, we can- 
‘ot Imagine with clarity an act ia which a cresture takes in every: 
thing fa the entre universe at w aiogle peychie gulp. 

‘At this point the biologue tskes up the argameat. Ha begins by 
calling you to your radio for en experimeet. He atks you to mmo 











em bg Th pp Meo ene Many Cor angen, 
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from Pitobargh. Tas, be tells yor, ia nothing bet a vpecial rani 
fermanon of quasta rpitems baying « certain wave Jeagth and fre- 
queacy, Nest you tase ix on Havete—eacther cipple of exergy; 
shen 0a San Fraacisco—atill another ripple. Thea the biologut re- 





“While you were Lateaing to the Pituborgh utc, the 
ripples from Hlavane, San Francesco, and busdieds of other sa- 
‘ass were zooming throogh your arrvour zymam, no leur chan 
through your muscles, your eyeballs, pour ear drums, your house, 
and the whole earth. Nor i Ghat @. As long us you hive, « talliog 
(Willow tillin exergy mpultes eweep through you every day and 
fight: some ave the coumuc rays, the breakdowa of bydrogen storms is 
soexe lon gulexy; wome are ultra-violet rays, voroe iefraedt. To you 
they ste nothing, a1 long a1 you rely osly oa your outural seme 
organs Fer these are sot raned to the cefinites at large; they reqpand 
‘nly 19 a few bunds end « few Iotensibea, Here thea w the wager 
mortetir, Here the Saul stepor wit. Youc pervoos eytecs 1s merely 
anal, woefully crude, bongiing radio recesver adrift in a shorelem 
sa of atomic tides and curreau. Just as your 











‘bewia and am attendant sesxe organs. Just us thet mame inxrument 
cannot vanquish static, so wath your intellect. Obscure ovter forcet 
make thoughts crtckle and go isdisnnet. Jor at some tay detect 
an that inetrument brows it oat of kilter, so wat yoor over-raunted 
‘human eaiad, Relative to the realities of sm iota) environment, {t 
(on a parity with the worms acd the insect.” 

‘And now let us descend from metablelogy 10 the xotory.mctst 
are. x thus we fad soled proof of our guiding runciple. Mere fiw, 
‘bly helt Ridden, the key ta the major expceies of ure abapidti 
tad the cycles of fortune. Here in the ban of all vertebrate expe 
face; here the specie Umitaiog of cor natuce 

‘This azc hes three passes, ix « Seme-epuce onder. Fisnt comes the 
ventory nerve ad Its cecerving of sumuli from the ovbide world. 
‘Next comer the central nervout Seld whersin thet incoming correat 
ia, dot of af, inked to previcus experiences and givea x sew char- 
‘cier and « redizection. Flnaly, there ic the sootor uerwe which can- 
‘opp that centrally qualiéed impala oat into amtele Sbres, All hit 

freahinan prycbology, of coaran Bar, aay it Larger implications 


ace cay 
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Bach phate develops in own weakzeuee oo est thes itt wwa excel- 
leaoen ‘The aerves of s2a8e muy be lates, 10 that few itemu in the 
uation reach the brain; this i the arigiaal “tapor” of winch the 
‘Romata spake whes, for imttance, they atid chet « man who could 
hhave a touth pulled wothoar wiaciog had “stuporem densivm.” In 
camplatzors the eyes of the blind and the ear of the deaf have it 
(One leeguage is averc to calling ce eopidity, yori i joe that a 
‘original coasctation; for sopidicy is jsensiiviy, regardless of 
the papchic level on which it occurs. 

‘We teecve the t2rm for those iesenutvitien on the cerebral level 
—and inacearatsly, I woald bold. Yer these doubrlew coastitone 
aine-tenthe of all the array of dulecsea. They include sloggish re2- 
‘ogmibous snd reeall, mured a2d blank sstociations maperficia)xaul- 
{yea and jodigments and iaaccurnte joterencey, av well us the more 
Faocent varieues such aa abpeotmindedney) and revery. It In the 
tmociative centers of the large brass that these occur; und they take 

ce attr the reawory nerves have tranamiced to Chem the shock of 
even. 
Lastly, inthe motor field, inferior behavioe manifet Inet chietly 
ln tmo ganen: fat, as lack of power abd then an lack of desterty, 
he former ia a mutter of tree energy, Use wecoad a maker of oestel 
om. Wo term aeithes failing steprdity; the Sr is werkoctt, the 
tecand in elussalaeys, 

‘Now for ous ceatral conteation—a guiding princigte, emember! 

General fateltigaace isthe ability of dae Sodivideal to adjortroceser 





























tally to ner ervations; that ig, to escape dvestera aad, at far a1 fo 
humanly peenble, to force the world wo give him what he rants, 






the reuory motor are are iavolved bere. Let any oor ta 
‘And if faitare, wha then? 

"Then man isthe crease of cizcusatance. He fins with the wid. 
‘The snows of winter drive Bim dows the gale with the sheep and 
cattle Ia Gy time be is bites. "The summer brings malacie and 
bhoekworm. All his upa and dowss can in a eraxy carve which lone- 
grater thos of the starms and drough, the waxing and waning of 
‘aaa aed tides, she opreah of insects and bacteria, the fur aod fad- 
fag of birds ane bear. 

Tas fare reve of Mover eps, men Bry repent 








HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
hroughout the eras of seuptdty and wesknest In 30 far asthe coadi- 
fnon of Narece az our globe range themselves i apace, mankind 
er ia the ame desig. Thus, for example, the eatire race today 
thown x demity af popalatce everywhere io last precise ratio 12 
the manual razfall. Tn this we do'aetdifer from the molds and the 
lichem, 

‘But thistle ony half of the tragedy. The cyetes of Nature ate, 
for man, « vicion cree thanks tthe mechanics of natural election, 
‘The hurvh envicanment, va ways aocousted, perpetuics 0 
jn numbers fre greater than the clever, the du 
the imaginative: So breeding fevory the thi 
‘the fiw milion years or woend surrore drills them = thew 
dunens. Eeape is blocked excep through wild chesce, Forever ad 

fof netenity cenuras upoe itelf, us x 

00,000 career, all aave perbaps 
1d places whuch hold the horde m bondage. A 
fir report of that bondage would coowituts 2.999% of grant 
inary; the ether 0001% would be tld i the tale of exe viny huad- 
Sal of men, scattered moce thinly han star duat op and down the 
fume track, who devised from tbe pe, improved Decrelvet 
‘hrooph self-tell, hsoagh lnvesticay, and Through caning organis- 
tog of wervants aad nes These (ew bed fie: seasitiiiey above all; 
they we, beard, seed, fit thangs beyood the kes ofthe herd. Then 
‘oe they divected these rabder experience, sought out ther 
sredica, and jogzied these into fresh combisations. Tas they be- 
‘ame, litte by ithe, master over the spin of earth, air and Ste 
FFor them thenceforth dere were sore pt 

‘Bat the world evea tow ceasion on the whale ia boadoge. We get 
1 ueful perspective only after we have focked squarely at the many 
crete of soccuity which, siece mat set forth on hit sill simlow 
‘career, have favored che scxpid aod peaalcd the keen, the bal, the 
fingers, and the thoroogh. Ia none of the wandard, orhodex bit: 
torical works will you 24 woch w separt. Troe, » few hintrant 
‘would write If they could. But they lack data—and chrough ao fault 
ot these awa 

owe sora tothe npecacie of humus bondage, our own wpe badly 
exumped, Few tect archives have bexa cma opm wo ut, Each 
flip ine dere Toor gone thrara us loro dazkncss. We aball eherefore 
mee apy, ania We guber enh ed ema om 


























the grographer, the climerologivy, the physician, and the bacteri- 
logins, all of whows—dbough few reelze it—bnow fer more shout 
‘man's pas than moat hintorians Zo. 


Atleut four tmer—aame ny sx or erres—doring the Ine 500,000 
yeas lee hes rope soutwara fra de Pole and einen mankiod. 
{Coouderaby raore daa 50,000 years og, men were living wéo had 
‘pen to the sl of fushvooiag icplement ext of mone, PrevumSly 
tone firings were cach lke ourseves in bone, ie, end ast. 
Bot how diferent their trations, dan eaveroament and their 
portunities! Can wa form evea a blurred pica of the its they led? 
Gan we deduce anything sbont ther typen of eupudity and aboct the 
causes of these? Strange av it wil macely weezy thik that we can 
form x charer ston of hin spect of Chr sentaty then of any 
a 
Before we etenpt thy qlacce ogsio at the gray panorama of 
‘hove ten ead cry ouataas which owed back and forth 10 
the ticking ofthe eaturien Por bere we cms upon the Get, a8 well 
{athe wot pote: ofall ewes of horn wp. Teall the Art 
‘With Fal knowledge thay, long before all Loe apr, mun wat boro 
‘with brains hardly woper to Chow of hos counna wo uayed up la 
(he toe after be came dowo sad learaed to tring & eld. Thin ws 
Inherinace, hu Origucal Sle. But ic wnst remain out 
















to do, fasted; and why mad why and why. We grant that, 20 f97 13 we 
‘ean observe at thie distance, br copld never have beea szythiog b 
aniana, 20 begin with. 80 why bring that up? But it doe seem that 
nee he se oat to carve hi cureer 42 4 new sort of Beat, oo mall 
‘pect of ia destiny hea bern in hie own hands, And st it Jur this part 
‘hich mmm fescinate ut. The rett is autossetons, 








Around 500,000 2. the ice ewept dawo—aot in 2 day, aot In & 
gear, but in the course of cearones. Sock lands of cho Northern 
Hreiigbere a i ot cng t atv rote by cling 


STORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
them, by inundating them with cold raing, by ésiving out animal 
and by eterminenog trees sod plaza ao cruelly that men were 
forced to readjutt thelr lives im order wo sun food, ebcier, and the 
minizal eansforta of exitcace. 

‘Blawelythit harshews pasted. Thoutasds of years of gentle warmth 
‘esnued. Lenag things wocked aorthiard agua, Theo, rousd 400,000 
BC. a uw chill surred ie the aorth, and che eycle reearzed, wth all 
tty hardahip and devaratons. Again the warrath. And ght tize it 
Liogeted (anger, much louge:t Nearly 250,000 years patted between 
the peal of the second wave of glacier and dhat of the third. Mao 

thea. Around Heidelberg he aude prog: 
ean; and thete ine enuaian Reve been found ie cesta which pretty 
efiutelyruark Bu ers. 

How fat did he cue a that long ape of ranahine and cary food? 
[Docs the Hadelberg Mae whose jrions was brought to Light rep: 
‘reseot the semaut of cultare? Or was he perhaps one of the morons of 
Iw own epoch? Untectanttaly, we heve no. way of enciying & 
‘noroa by hut Jawbone except 12 the way he wwe it wo talk, So we 
emia 36 total darkcets at to the level of civilieatin Detween the 
secood and third glacial perods. It is aot at all smpuonble tha 
‘hous then coxe to henghes which are wall beyoad our own kan; for 
‘our owg ealrazes and eral fore ure anly 15,000 yeary old, all az 
tng out of the dlacovery of agriculture. Let ux not be tao cockwure 
(hen aboot man's fatlare to buuld cities and master his environment 
dang the 250000 yar known en calythrowgh yembone of 

‘Agaio the xe came Agua t melted. Agua it came, Again wt re- 
treated. And since tho peak of the foorth ginal penod only 50,000, 
year have elapsed. But we abit ove in thet oe age. Do you realize 
that glaciers ell cover lands far larger than all ofthe Uauted Bates 
tind Weatern Europe combioed? Do you tow thatthe erucltien of 
life, at Bed today 1m half of Asse and half of Furope, are she diccct 
retule of the horrible foctuatons of climate which alway go with 
the waning of az sce age? Do you appreciate that we have remerk- 
iy trurworthy records of the weather aed mac's food supplies 12 
Southwestem Asia for about seventy cestuzis, all of which drive 
home oae fact, aamely the imposnbuluy of man's acting doven 1042. 
sary life for many geseratoun at « stetch suywhere berwizt Persia 
snd Tealy? 
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‘The ucmuatioos berwece beat and cold, between wind and calm, 
and between ruin snd drought were rapid and severe. Ia stterpretiog 
thems, the modem reader anu keep va muind the fac chet even slight 
chuager from year to year stermed mex before che Machine Age 
swemundonaly; the city dwelle of ou: day, indeed, is quite uasble fo 
Jnmagize those inflences, usles pechaps be goes sway back into the 
‘North Woods on a caniping trip snd cadureaciher a butdry ypell or 
2 forpnight of icy ruins. Here is not the place to tll the tale of orm, 








‘food, drooghe, freeze, and smarderocs winds Tt has been well told 
‘by the great cbimatalogmts, och ax C.E P. Brooks, H. J. E. Peaks, 
ELyworth Hustiagton, E. Bruechaer, atd many ochert. The sorae ia 
‘ever the aume: tribes draven out by bot winds thet dey up the poole 
ibd bura che grag; tribes freezing to decch in sodden blizzards; 
tribes eaeght 





oe Hee and owegt wo exe; cer dg of Cust 
af descr itn avept on of thie sarrow Val BY 
rates warving to davis «plague of locum, 
hal anna rel of mee exert Wal 
thin if you tend rand youre stupid for thinking 
tile you dot lt me tales you tat sere thn, 20000 
hina ee ths fey at at at 
are 
tof ealy one romamer' Brought; Cat, during the 
‘at ve yeu, Europe Bab had one winter which as 
fice of the Te Ags, saying ousnds frux Spun 10 Filan 
‘rolonge cold all which acer all the records of weitn bit 
Tory; and that warely« year pames in that cnatineet without vont 
dlevanatons by rela and Bood which demoraise or tally Bory 
imore people than ever ved a one time is aacient Greece 
“Tetene poten ssother way. Sis Artist Reth ha compated with 
peat care he proable earitam oamber of people who might Hite 
the world without agrcsltre Tin, wach yom, wis the sate Of 
tary dowa t9 15000 peas a. 


























that not more thas. 15,000,000 o 20,000,000 
without the plow and Ghe surnured plant. Tv it pet rather «ignisicent 
that, even today, we bebold a multirede as vart at 

ing of this or warvation—or of dicen abd aff 
‘bythe vagerics of pou-glacal climate which 

{Ged app? Thiers of mei i wc ener fr 






HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
sn the panocama of earlier avlleanse. The struggle for 











7 Well, at ofall, ia 
a climate of reachecousy sifting heat and cold, food and deought, 
seh at all of Eorope aud balf of Asis have had for tea of choutands 
cof yeary, if noe for mont of the fast milion, what ind of howan had 
the best chance of sarviving? Play a creatare who, a contrasted 10 
tut of (932 A, had the hide of « thinoceres, the stomach of « hog, 
and the eadurance of a water budilo. Without « pang he slept of 
ight out af doors andes » cbs! aurumeal raia, Without « eodk tab- 
let, he ae roots down raw sod exreemed tubers a rure luxury during 
the winter moaths. Pleat ice, and moujoitocs may brve vexed hint, 
but they could oot vanquish fim. He drank monddy water after the 
roche left the pool. He ate rotten @esh which the wives could 
3 fiath. And, at 2 pinch, he devoored his parents, indifeseat to 
ther een when cla asooe et. Atay comes wes 
To a word, he war encrmocsiy insensitive to « thourund and one 
snimal which are 100 muck for you and a. 
Te this veey soacontivity 1 the beginning of coan's cercer an x 
\topid genius. For what we da oct sae we leave cnt of oar reckoa- 
ga. And what we fail to connder in the mewsare of cur final sa 
ity, au will soon he demoostrated. So we aze beoght to ous fint 
Ding discovery: Thove very powers of renstance which pulled 
ir ancestors Uivough the bitter Aelf willow yesrr contributed 
much (0 the duloess and general slow wit of the race. Yesterday's 
dey eal. 
Tu & sense all thi in obvioos corollary ofthe bologat's view of 
happens te be ons which sobody seer yer t9 have 
‘drawn, In camificanoas thread Ghexe way al ough modern society. 
Look for  memeat at its bearings upon the evoletion of all there 
Iigher orders of intelligence which revlt io the wienees and the 
































lbp Searved to 6 the sil and wait thromgh the growing 
se1toa for hig harvest could our ancatar wfsly remaio ix one place. 
Sy cape a a ot el: Bey Pe 
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tablished no center of culture und trudstioe, 2a school, 00 workshop, 
Bo tom, no Ukrary, sothing which might help to conctatrate and 
Preserve the ewenct of exch man's experiences for the benefit of 
‘howe who were to came later. 80 his wisdom dood with him, and 
progress in our tense was wrterly impowible. For the machioery of 
‘catching and canaung fact js beyoad the nomad’s devising. To a Sigh 
degree, thea, exch generation warted tram scratch; hence each ended 
Jum about where 1s predeceaors bad eaded. Hence the inbreeding af 
the inseanitive was nceraiSed for at least 400,000 or 450,000 years, 
"Tove who caught cold thove who bad serves, thote who couldn't 
‘wild ball and 
‘end storm: dropped out early. And the marvel it at the eventual 
uch a they did above the apes up ia the trem, 
‘While we have no way of proving it, we caanct be going far wrong, 
{in amaming that primitee modicsae did aot develop to the poiat of 
‘vetulaen until well nfeer mankind had bogus to vetle in towns; for 
medicine rex Srmly upon clitical cases, well recorded end pox 
red, Thu it Jsst as trae of sbamass and witch doctors wy of the 
irae hospital ta. Such prevencies, remmedie, play 
incaatations, theo, as the Hlexdetberg Man may bave had 
were uch a blead of dell observations, fealty wnferetce, mad guew 
tng, and simple mrundernanding that they coold scarcely here 
hanged the physical type of inheritence Riven today, at leat 
000,000 people live to adulthood in doctor rusher than 
Aid, The medical practices prevailing thronghout Axin, 
Attica and wundey siauble eracu 12 Europe and America certualy 
prolong the live of nobody excepe the elf-agied doctors whe collect 
{ees ftom the helt and atmos of tbeic 




































scct which the brevity of life had apan each title 
did. We know thar the upat of Tife among vevages 
Evea the Chinese, who are far, far above the highest af primeval 
ye three generation: © our two. Among many tribes x 
very old and worthy of apecial venereuon if he hat 
rowed bia fortieth year. During the World War the British csedical 
boards found, ma their disney, that the averege Engloubman in the 
Manchoner dierict wax, physiologically mearared, old a forty alsol 
is datbrlties were macy snd serious The median age wt death ia 
the Vaid ne, aooding 0 199 recede of ie iernce 














HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
companiza, wes sirty-threr years, But 1 cxamas enumerator of 15,000 
|Rc. Would probably have fouad two-thirds of all poople dying ia 

fancy, oar balf of the arvivors paming from the scene in their mea 
ties ot eater, and the seurdler fraction perishing morly in their 








‘The polar cold did not inwads the topsen; st did a0 more that. cool 
cir elie pleananty, dering the penod we cowsider. So « diferent 
teene appears jo the prehittory of wopical man. How much may be 
conjectured about i? 
‘Que search will be thwarted ualcas we keep clearly before us « 
few ky fuctn The fv of thes in thet aboriginal man was neither 
‘child nor « moron, ts 19 many people have supponed, The soond 
that vasiations of homan types especially a2 the meatal aide, cust 
ave been very great ten of thousands of years before the Nile 
‘Valley cultare ssamed form ‘The third is Ut, became mort pri- 
_meval groupe were litle more thas enlarged familves, inbreeding way 
‘\ocontity; and eves when, mllenaa tater, exopsmy acon he 
there, it often led only to a diluted inbreeding: for, ie terms of « 
ten-generation span, the blood of all means within the mall clan wat 
thoroughly blended ‘The fourth fact is that, whenever « meactlly 
dtvidual bappened to be bora, the odde apainet hin muh 
Ing the most of hit capacitin were enotzsoas; the range of oppor 
‘unites wat Limited to wett dealing with the accestien of life, 40 but 
to deal th afew immediate eves, uch as finda 00d, 
enemy, exciping from = blizzard, and wo on. 
‘Could « ceunus have been taken of all the (0,000,000 or more 
‘ent of the Middle Stone Age, the eaumeratora would probably have 
‘ound the following conrpicodas fart fo the retutas: 
































But oot soe get 
4. There were imbeciles and high-grade morons, too; 
called tem by toch ones 
ts61 





‘CECLOPS. 
4 There were strocg men and weak, cucdiog end dull, dreamnert 
practical socks; but these characteristics bad few opporta- 
atic to become tharp and strong throsgh years of practi 
Ineace, to ane another, all chose eeally diferent people voemed 
imoce acarly alike than people cow seca 
5. The ordinary man’s primary seautivities were exceedingly keca, 
‘ad 10 too his memory for sights and sounds and imei; for 
strovad these but dasly work ceatered; 
6, The ordinary man's resieances to euch physical hardships at 
aad water, gommg without seep, seorvering 








‘rived, But 10 the far south, except for the 2: 

‘desert, Ife was very easy; beace the inferior minds wad 

bodhet managed to survive aad to propagats dawn there, log 
ith the muperioe; 

fe the fong mas, theretore, the average phynique and mentality 

‘orthern tribes greatly surpamed thove of the southern; and 

{he deviation trom the average was touch Wigbter up north ibaa 
down scuth, In otber words, the early Scendmevien chiettala 
resembled his own followers far more closely than the kings 
‘before the Pharaohs resembled theie slaves. 

9. Our exnaus enomerators foand this to be tear Sn 200,000 4: 
‘aly the tropical and sub-tropical tribes then hed alaves and 
highly duterentiated social cate rysem. ‘The tribes farther 
‘aorth remmbled family groupy, lucked « sense of caste, and— 
if they could have had euch a ought at all—-mould have agreed 
‘that all mea are bora fcee and equal. 

10, Among the wa 

















being dead—and that war the alterautivg, ip youth and north 
ike. Up north they dido't have che chance to inks over the 
drudgery, for they died of thelr own rpidity too won. 

11, Because of favorable clizate and « good food mpply, the aver- 
age span of Efe ja woothlands wes somewhat longer than up 
nabrth; fut the difzreacs war 2ot great ig year, for the porthera 
serene ened ho ipo tien of ce, ale 
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the woathera was depretted somewhat by the large number of 

phynecal inferior. Evea wo, the difereace was enough to de- 

‘elop, im the youth, aa idluenta! age group of elders who, 

imply bereu of thar longer and richer expennents, were able 

intro, guide aad improve the younger mach wate fecal 

‘than was done up nore. Probably tx taes ov many upper-clat 
‘people pasted the age of thirty.five down wovth a8 up north. 
‘And this cxean she begscaing of organized window, orgenizod 
tribal memocien, wonemeats ivcriptions, formula, siruly 
recipe, ordiausces, and wrinca language. 

42 Ya the soath, mea fale quickly the diflerences of intellect and 
seneral cleverncay; they married mote or lew aloag the cleav~ 
fge linet of claus Thum by inbreeding through the agen, the 
‘tsatal and physical peculiaraey of each clam tzaded to fute 
‘no a haman type adapted to the Rind of fe ovt of which it 
had grown. Our ccuass takert of 200,000 Bc found the fit 
lear signs of this 1a the peameva) prisirafts through whieh 
he clders of the soutsera tribes held way. 

13, Ta the south, ageia, the Jooger x aman lived, the mote wealth 
de wccunmalatedy coger af it vocut level And the cleveser 
Ihe way the ricker be became, too. Th Seought al the vane 
‘agar to the clever old people: Aad dhey socorporated thee 

to the formal eunoras of weit trbex. They had, 
their pick of the women, the Sint night to 
400d food, and prvonty is everything ele. Thus, the sovth, 
Uiibal rele became largely ecoucmis. Up north it war more 
i natter of personal prowa and cunoiog in bate. 

14 The exch elders, in the soudslands, ware quick to retain the 
service of the youtht of rare ably, wherever ehcy found thea 
Among the camacn people. Tous the bras af the comminity 
‘ete already mamng ep the econoane scale a, 200,000 86. 
‘The lower claset were loting these choicert childrea 9 the 
‘uppee. Thus the intelectual diftrecees betweea upper snd 
lower were growing; at fie impercepeiby, thea at lath ouch, 
aner, Up notth, boweres, this procem was vatly slower; for 
‘wealth, even infu primeval fora, did vot tccumalie there. 
Men lived more from uzd to mocth. 

15, In the south many pandemic scourge held the lower working 
ee ee ne Re ete cho 
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‘iam, and ap unkzows aammber of other divores mut have been 

‘revalest in the tropics and subtropice dhen an now. And 

1c in highly probable thar diseases uaknows ro ux ecoderme 
seythed down early maxiiad woch ar infuroza has shioned 
coat the Tumas harvest. Thee, togecber with minor inwcct 
pits and exroediagly bad drinkiag water and the deprewing 
‘heat and humidity, degraded all save a ty opper clam. Frat 
Dreedieg of short-lived ereansres war the rule; to was Tow 
‘Gicxecy of the individual worker. 

16, Ad the culeanie melted away, tremendous changes x2 climate 
‘ocurred; ferale regions dried op and turned to deserts, the 
ice receded und opened up vast expauses of pleasant land, old 
‘rivers rove and made swumpe of gaat se, while eew trickles 











the tropics the tropica. It was the eorth temperate and north 
sub-tropical zones which experieaced the aighhest ransforma> 
‘Tete the migration of tribea weat 90; there the procea 





‘selection reached io maximum, Tropical misses ce 
‘mained eweatilly constant in their degradation. Temperate 
people were bred opward ereatically, slowly, yet murely. On 





the southward wing of the fx, cera evperir norhlandare 
Imoved woth, wized the beer Inds tere, eanaved the matver 
At lean to the porat of making the leer wipport Siew, and 
et ap taal vilage ic the greet warm sver valley. Dunag 
cach peciod of conqueat ome of the able natives fouad sheit 
pporenity © lxprove thie lt by alping theanelves wath 





Geeper into ia stopora of dredgery, disease and drink. 


We now jomp into our Time Machine and tice down to 15,000 
oor whenever i¢ war that men beyae to ull the soil, Hereby 
rmuking posible « tupeadous wncreaye 1a world population at well 
49:4 nsw order of social eabiliy. Tn dhe epen of u few thourand 
yeere—s mere spivsccond of bietory—what revalutionsl The plow, 
And its plenigt The herve and dog ecbduedI Toots for bering wood. 
#4 beming mest The whee! Wal fo protect tribe nso 





HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘wild asimals ang homes foes! Lrigation ditches! Then canoes and 
ow boat, 100s followed by the sal! Relate to the schievemeats 
of the world foto which he was bora, Neclishic men mst be racked 
su the grestat of all inventors ao les thaa the mast aggrestive of all 
orqunizere apd promoter. He did something, moreover, which thtew 
Ul humanity out of vecp and mall thresteny our race. He began 
changing say's entire ewoiranment faster thaw man could adpust 
Aimiclf ta rock change. By aa iroey of fae, be 9¢ umproved thingy 
tnd so complicated them tad so exergszed chem chat they pawet 

7 beyond the teantivities of all save a tiny band of Vent 
conquering Nature, an lout her. 

‘To appreciate the fall force of thin tragedy we 















suumapmanve avage whe ceached his prime un ate adolenoence and 
ted jut a be was Begining t oxtch « glsowe: of what ti Woke 
‘busines of fe about Ta azcther phrtse, for alf «millon yart 
the pica men ti et a hd end ith a jet anh 
life. Being on the whale poorly noarshed, his behevir op pra 
iy avunshed adolescent. Asalyze the 1mpca- 
tioas of th, and yeu come upen Origoa! Sin 
“Theowphost this Short Fatroduction we shall tate dhe study of 
a.aveore of chapters, Many usoverica wal be true tothe wite 
and veratons aoaucane wo the ft We sll fod tht he wasn 0 
Iwvng are ial dexendaats of thove prehniorical folk; that, 
herd, i bet been inbceeding for thoctands of gencertiony; 
‘bs really owt in few eaperiot members to mere f 
and elise; tha it peculine wupidstsiavade almost every level of 
Activity fram the loweet sete orguat up tothe refined intellectaal 
earert; that, while tt eyetpi, hearng, and ober wate are Ioe 
Aero, ite mace highly iotegrativecapacioes of grasping epace #28 
fume palcray wr unbelievably feeble, sometimes woking oye 10 
2270, at ju many Americas Indies; chat all appentes domioute 
those felecive function and wo exsse endl stupid taking; thet, 
ta se1ult, is individuals ceonot qunage Becrlves eave on the 
omeat Level of cone; hat, wit perepcaan are vague, it falls 
int the mazy eopiditice due to the intrvion of fantsy wpa fact; 
that, ava rsa of tll shinking ox the one hand and the Gverlerdahip 
of end rviag ote ee cing ma, ro, pe 




































crcLors 
dary, clairvoyant, mitch doctor, sign, omest, prten, and all the 
‘ios ut go wid these; and Gan Sealy, fo boos of exe 2a len 
then In rece of worry, i ads w sia iso every and wo brood 
Cover it ege, nag away from the vomasagrable realives ounide 








WANDERER 
Much has bees tld about the dazzling opportuoities for the able 








‘at, pomeaned, crymalinced. But let faz follow a arabe 
{rail into fa wilderaees, ad then comes bis chance sn hfe, Wea 
all things are unstable, the clever weer comer int his own, 

Ta this her moch feath. Yet vt obacores a mch larnes ope. We 

lily obeetve sudden ascent to faroe and fortuoe. ‘They fash bke 
‘meteors, and im the datkaew of our halt-knowiedge they fill our 
skies with their hight. Nevertheless they are, relanve 10 

to the mamea of proacers, coly x puawhoel ax the pytotechavea 
of progree The half dozen Expire Baildera who laid out our trata 
continental ratbwaye give the mzatrels yomrthiag to eng; bot the 
‘ullions who wandered forth fram ten Quonatnd villager in quest of 
a better lwing—oh, whither did they go? And who tree-lan their 
layt? What therr fame? Where shetr fortune? Cee! Rhodes tll 

flamet Young dresmery, but look upon he dusty krauls and the 

placetur of South Afties for the buman 
Rbodea wit aaly the white, plashsag front surge. No. If we atoept 
all face, rather thea the few dramatic items, we are forced to infer 
that, for every bold, brilliant man who prota by’ 
of exmman people find the upstl carees of thet i 
good, others die by the waride, bat most of them ful bo improve 
their Tot. 

‘Thin hav soany beatings upon oc vobjec. In ancient times and 
1m mont para of the word cvea nov, forces which drive men oot 
from old homes to new lands tend to perperuate and enlurge the 
Atoll herd. Inthe great slgzationy che mapid have « great advantage 
cover the clever in as least ons ccapect, which somtimes aay prove 
chive A adel chang: in ca covet ri cin mind 

‘ay 






























MMISTORT OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
to ton thas the body. Every habs it undeomincd—a creel evi at 
tena atl obe at wort Ar he normal nigration maven fom Jeecly 
Populated ares ine Waly seed, the ‘ypu? emigrant shit from 
{owe or ulage to 4 wilderaem, fram wel ordred howehallog to 
camp or shack, fom the wary of fczade to plane of for ot © 
folinde reverberaat wi the ow! of wolves, He ltrs is sleep, 
fun dit, hin house of til, and the very paneraag of mavemraa, 
fn daily work. Often he matt kar » foreige language and wrange 
camo of egw em money, a be 

"Now, « pervn of high scaitivity wil voller more than » dallard 
ender ach readjotments (The emotanally oorable will probsbly 
‘er mot of al bt we ignore him here.) For be fees each shock 
rare deaply. The history of Engh imensgrant to Canada bat 

ly t00 well. The greet plsis tht lie between 
424 Calgary bave bees the rain of many a0 ambiCouy 
‘man and weman cut of Losdos and Liverpool. 80 too in eazher 
‘esecatoat were the lands farther south ooe mighty graveyard of 
30 delicate, t0 refined, too cultured to wale the ramparts 
wild continent. Whivnerioever the white gaa hen gone, be bat 
Teta quota of high-grads asa iving critic the god of propre. 
On the lonely er buve they dle, In mud ue, under woow ifn, 
an bermen he fof eet sit But the knee 
{roa-Jemed, the heavy-handed, and the mea with hoe have ea 
tar Nor tat a rv wes engi for om fe Bar nfo 
i haa many roperior mee (pes. 
4 rule, in mere ently ntisGed. Hence be will 
rethcea acorn to ger. Tea too be wil stop 













































‘but nomhere more vividly than inthe ag valleyuof our Appalachian 
southlends whose greca uleaces have hardly yet been broken by 
the lewd auto hors. Glance « ccement at the “hollow poople” of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

"These carn theie name from the isolated valleys where chey doll, 
Bat the phrase describes their minds by Eappy accident; they are 
ving wo ‘he viuon of Palyphemar, Not all he oculisa 





crcLors 
sand ditances of oar world. For thy arz all the labred ofspriog 
of males and female who wandered hither lang before the Ansett 
eur Revelunon Dicgs af alé Seach and loa of okt Engh, hey 
aude the it warm, cary vale bewitched with pusing brooks 
ta aftr with fentered gace. Winter eolé wa brief aad without 
‘rol, Wey leave wach az eatyoock hea? 

Ts jn remaaable to ansme ta, 2ow and en, # 
mat bor fa the heliow, grew up diucenteted 
Tite more thas extng,sleeprog. Sthing, husting, a2 
round. The i 
1h fogamnded Kin wayed oo and sou len eves it pemory. Ts 
for toie five gesersoans. And what Lives sow ia the Bollow? Let 
Dr. Maode! Shermas tl wx Ar director ofthe Washing Child 
2Retenrch Ceuta, he ha bece atuyieg Gave ferlora Virgina poco. 
for soae time. 

‘Of che five comnuaitea made, the lower from the wandpoint 
of cature had wo meta of tassporaa, a scl ectivie, port, 
toys aoc rail Taa generation eat erage prion bad been fo echeol 
for more than two yearh Aud Ge comamlty cortespendence wat 
condected by the minste' soe, who, alooe amoag them al, by 
learned the great att of wehiag. The second group fared Dette ia 
the eoebihen. ‘There ware two photographi—ted Sunday clohet 
for the apecia! day. Lathe Surd cooamumnty Gere was even tele 
phoned 812 worth of busints a the litle wore, which proudly 
{old tobaroo and 1 few cane af omething or other. And Blve Ridgt 
‘wilization cached ft peai ie Comesuntty 5, with ood roads, mall 
fctehool and church, and we organization run by wegen wll 






























ing 
lmorance ia the mowt backward homes. The children did aot know 
‘haw to drest. They dida't kaow how to uae « ball wor how old they 
were. To them 4 quacicr-aule and « mile were ximply “over that a 
piece." Dintances and measurements lft them blank. And the investi 
itor found them hapetan faites in abverdity tam prepared for 
shildcen of ten. “To the wareceat, ‘A mtn sid, I Know a road from 
ny house w she city which is dowabil all the way to Ge city and 
devil all the way beck home,’ a 15-year-old boy anewered, ‘Some 
‘900 bad fo Jeava him the road To the ane, “There wus « railroad 
scr yemeday bot ic wt ot ery wot ely forpght 





HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
people were killed’ the commest was, ‘He shoolds't have killed 
faed 
‘Befoce the Wacld War, x rzzithling of euperioe individuals wat 
swat touad 12 euch solredea; but now 20 more. I have discumed 
the change with medical workees who know the 
tat aote of the more intelligent or ambons poor whiter returned 
te their native havnes after 2 suc of the larger life 
‘aad atthe froat. Now the Appalachine casntry 
"Thin plcrare ean be fosad sil over the world, 











pertonulines So, dang the entire career of out rate, blloas have 
lived und bred and set ap their sample cosoma Would 1 be x rash 
(ficut co say that perhaps oos-enth of the world’s horde in our oon 
ge are alsa to the “hollow people”? I think wot. Certainly half of 
‘Atic and Africa are—to that wets the quowion. 

Here, theo, 1 the Lump effect of all waaderioge since mua S1st 
turned hin back on hw brrthplace Lake tbe ve picked up by & 
mighty siver on itt way frem qountasa to ea, the beavidt and 
coarsett kuman alluviecn settes to the bottom Art, whule the Roeet 






tera of dimtance acd ease of movement away (com thoae exploet 
‘poiat. Let me sliutrate that law. 
‘Ceetral Aut, ence ferble and populous, heaved 
‘ward until as southern fringe became the lotiee of monnta 
from warm, wer India. Food grew scarce, 10 
fumes hed to trek of starve. For ehouseads of years, through al} 
fof which this desiccation advanced over an area Serger than North 
‘Asmerics, gavat men wandered away in every directioa. Thove who 
‘went north pershed miserably. Mazy who west eatt and southeast 
‘ame opon pleasent places, uh river valleys and deep, dripping 




















struck out southward iato te frozen epluade of Thibet snd beyoad; 
and a handéal—as we measere amaaity in thi geological scale— 
‘managed to crawl over dhe horrible Hizalayss, clingiag to uppery 





cliff with thie eycanhes, groping, staxbliog, sweating, uaining on 
and on natil they locked dows upor the Vale of Kashmir. Thence. 
forth the Journey war soft. The Aryans becarse lords of oorthera. 
{odle~and «heen ded, bard Sued lot thay we thn viens 
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eker wandecect went west and southwest; and, in the cet feet 
lleania, seeen to have fallen upon milk and boars. But the droaght 
‘ualled them hither. Ax it came, they presed ox farther west and. 
outhweat; thos there was always a froatier of powerful, bold, ic 
roious, and generally competent pioneers oo some circle crudely 
(naceatric tole vs uay—a poiat where the Kirghur Stepper sect 
Mongolia. How thi frontier fuctusted, from age ta age, oobody 
knows. But we know ic shifted with the degertyands. Ax try came 
1 plone "weet cut, cays evng behind the ppd en he 
inert. The richest homes were alwayt jure beyond che 
rvghey ther weet Be woperse poole You con mart ets tat 
babuation on « modera sup of Ania and Europe by nekicg 0 loag, 
‘re from the Asgens Sea on the west over to Shanghai 

Hung the curve run appreximetcly thcoogh Gmabor, 
Tndia. Lay of, om ether ds of thin wre, x zont one or two hundred 
tiles wide, and you bave the froaner of the superior people. Exch 
twoceasve tone wo the nor of it costa lower grade of stant, 

you get to the Arete Circe, where, forall pracneul purpose, 
you come ‘0¢ merely ia Faheeabeit bat in I. Q. 

Do not murunderstend thie prety Title geomettica) dexga. It 
schematixes the rates and locus ducieg the anldemain juat before tbe 
tise of modern civilisation ia the Weat The ere in we may my, 
‘omething like the median of four of Gve thonuand youre. Wsthin 
‘har period the white mea were warting to push ‘nto the highlands 
of India, the whie bighiunders of Suser had pot yet Mtenched tha 
(great drives againat he simple Semite nomads of Arabia; and the 

jond, Odynes, had ot yet torned wanderer, To 
me broad tieaebelt, the eaviern pioacert had erected whet 
for its day and age, she root glorioun culture ever, (s the fa 
fiver plaice of what we tow cal, in pity, China; bur aeceaity 






































‘hing yoo. Japan wan aot y=. 

‘All this simple distribution bas been changed by modern san 
sad bia devices. You find the lever wandering all over the earth, 
fa round tip ticket. You Sad che sempid crerywhere, sometianes 
Inesded like shezp 20d chipped over opesat to tall for the elevs— 
a of late in Detroit and Pimborgh. The anceat tule no looger 
elds: a we have vrmowaied Hint and auc, weave ela wed 





HISTOR OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
the scummy caldcons of oar breed to their dregs and brought op 
strange fish, The plague of our day u that there in ne stexping the 
supid any more. Fiy on the wings of she moraing to tbe utteeamat 
pres, and they shall be with you, 





Trviend 


‘The dercendanes of thote shiplords of famuhed fugitives which 
tatered the Gal 






ft 
cof my contention, thet repid currents of migranen pick up and exrty 


Tow:grade people us tar an the Srat oppiog plc, where It deo 
them. Where dropped, they cemui, a inert mate winch by accretion 
Dailds up, zaay we any, x huma reef athwart the Brisker currents 
of wanking, 

Out of Ireland were washed two mmoddy fluxes ont being carried 
around Cape Horn to San Francisca, the otber over the Atlantic 
to New York and Botte. These thee citer received the warm 
and, again their will kept them. Largely 09 « result of ths folk 
‘wave, Tammany Hail wrote, Bortoe became « dreary fol, wtd the 
working claues of Sen Freecisco rill lve below the American 
andard, Vite as political ccrruption always hat been ia our coua- 
tty, there newonmert made it vier. Av their detocodaatt no a 
scueered all over the Land st may repay a to connider the original 
stock and its unique wupidity. Ef we can prot from the kxowodge 

Do othe way, we can at Seat Jeara rach about the motives and 
sharacter of wanderer, thereby dinabssing our mind of a rily old 
‘American supention. 

‘The Trish were she ase of che white race co Singer ia a wate of 
sfeauine slavery, the very Int to throw off the gok and become free 
Tam oot refeering to receat polleal event. I think rather of the 
domiantioa of the tandlords for many generations, well dowa in:0 
the niarteeath century. Even the Eaglah hirorans more or fit 
prejudiced ageioae Ireland have declared that the condition of that 
td land's pousntry wes indivinguisable from alavery cven at ale 

as ase Lan Lk Tay be peg Ha 

66: 
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atcongly, bur there uno denying the eweatal fact, at whatever date 
the year of deliverance may be xed. 

‘Ever since the AngloNormaa invasion ix the tweltth searury, 
cih chieftetaa weer thogs aad gunmen, grasping, ciurderous, ruth. 
Jesu And Tesh fustory wer litle more than u chroaicle of cox 
spiracioy amammations, and treacheriey gach 24 yoo read about sn 
the tabloid newspaper tepore of the Chicage rarketcer. Only the 
sumer snd dates difer: cttead of Capoce and Ruf und Nizzano, 
ft wO'Ne, O'Doanell and Macarthy. The Tyrone gang does batts 
saguinv tbe Donegnl gang; and the aatcos) emblem it 








fanatict! Trish pateion The horrors ot the wee which Qneen Elsza- 
beth launched against the rebelour Dermoad in 1575 match thowe 
of the halt-wis Philp of Spain the Netherlands, The fruh couse 





ty folk were leoghtered in droves, while the enevivors were wtripped 
‘of food and shelter. Canaibahenn recmened. As Oat faithful eye- 
‘witnea, Spemer, tod, “They (the Los of that fume) looked 
ike anatomics of denth; Bey dd ext the dead carrion and ane another 
toon after, sosoonch at the very cercamen Oney spared Bot to spe 
‘out of theie graven.” 

‘Now, there must be » profound stupudity io any person who 
endures every form of outrage and woifering year im aod your out. 
Only = nature of singular inscomtiviy could carry oo theaugh whe 
hhatdshipe and njontces eadured by the Iruh of 014. Creatures who 
ceacted Leenly to cold, to hunger, to abuse, cad to the slashing swords 
tf thuga and foreign deaposler rate have died out quickly, leaving 
behind only « brutal cemaast of the racial stock. Ia to people da we 
sec thu trend more clearly than ie the Irish peasants dung the 
pat five hundred years 

‘Take, for example their incredible addiction to the potato, which 
[Raleigh introduced ia 1610. Give thems full credit and allow every 
fentenvating orcummtance; the pheosmcoce ll remains almost 
‘unigoe va falkways. The Elisabethan wary, icin tree, did discourage 
‘every Trishman from planting che vrual crops; for 2 plant mach 
twas merely w anvite marsudere The entire population stove to 
cist from hand to mouth. And, becaute one man could grow, with 
‘avo ore, panos eoegh fe fry ti he oor devin 














ISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
concentrated on the tuber—which was ton to prove their fate, 
‘Then, to, it ws cary to leave Qin crop waderground and to dig 
snly ao many ax were aceded trom day 10 day; ao chu therasted the 
Toters, 

‘Now, from the ead of May to carly September there wert 20 
potatoes. For the cld crop had beco exhautteds af not eatea, then 
rotted w the ground. Sommer was the period called “meal moatht” 
and invarrably brought the pearante to the brick of marvanon, no 
‘aurter bow good the previous erop had been What woutd smellgest 
farmers have done? Planved » Lile of wometbung beside pots, 
of coun: 

Deen all Dot surely was worth tabieg, when the alternive woo 
farsine, And what would prodeat farmer have dout, by way of 
farther preventives of duanter? They would have sought otbet 
sourees of food. Aad they would quickly kave found st m the rivers 
snd coastal watern; for there sware txlmoa and many other delec- 
lube fh, all wo be had by any angler or toile with nev. 
‘what did the Tra do? Fasuser began on «vast scale und 
it Deere regan he eehrath century, the Bo nee 
from which froze 
the aber athe soit kt them to ror at tring thaw cane 
rom that year dow to 1890—s span of some 141 year, or thiee 
full generations of peasante—crop fastres, patil or total, oecurred 
se short ratervas, the enllex atrezch besog between 1831 and 1842, 
‘when six season of misery smote the beaighted people. 

Surely, one might chick, after those awful eleven year, dhe potato 
‘Brower would use their wit to alleviate their plight. Surely they 
‘Would grom, in their exceedingly fertile sal, other copa, Hundreds 
of mtelhgeor Eaglahmea, Imhimes, etd ‘others uttered solemn 
swatninga. The accoreed habit wan widely exposed and cattigated. 
Would-be benefactors and rescuer exught Gah for the hungriest 
Trish, only a bebold che later eeject the wutritony food with scam. 
Everybody went co as before, planting eadles potstocs and sa 
‘throagh the tamanens. 

"Nor waa this the rower pity. A were one mt be recounied. 
‘The petsonia bred like eabbis, regardiew of thelr mivery. Ix 1785, 
steer there had boen several famines of varying severity, there were 
2065,932 Trish. In 1805 there were 5,356,508. Or, 
sighs yar met ooig The hides of rec oy 
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wee observer, and many were the condemnation end warnings 
daring the fret decades of the ainctestth century. Clergymen and 
local eficish caborted dhe mucrable bubsnant. The Goverument 
uttered oecesial advice And wath what result? Io 1845 there were 
9,295,061 Trub, veatly all of whom lived oo potatocs! The rabbit 
‘bung theie heads in shame. 

‘And thea came the inentable, That wis the yeer of judgment 
‘The crop failed simon completely. The creatores died ike fl, 
‘At one time the Governsacat was feeding 3,000,000 victims, of wham 
‘almogt 300,000 finally perished. The rervwors were deported, but 
‘under « pleatanter oaeae for the ace. They "went to Acie 

'Eoough! Wheevee wither caa write Oe history of the Irish Celt 
1 this mogotace of misery. It dacs sot appeal to me. My purpose 
ta derved if these few faca wake clear the exitence of wupid Wate 
dees tra gran, Ve wept oop ot 

world 10 be peopled by the finan pionser 9 

Yn juice to George Berard Shaw and others of his egpe of 
Trith, [add w footnote here. The primitive Celtis the Cyclops of 
this chapter’ tae. But many people call thercselves Irih who 
linle or 90 Celtic poinrs wn their vem. My authority here ix 
Gordon Wasa. He tells me thet he made a careful study of the 
smerstors of every dintingnished Inahman of receot year, ax well at 
of many in earlier generations; and st appears that every tan jock 
of the fot bus litle or no Cetbe blood iz hu veiog Al! are chicty 
agli or Beotch. Some whe decielon most loudly about sheig Tesh 
Dlood powem leat of i. And the most beithaat ace all “garrinen 
Trish,” thar i, deacendanas of thove Englah who, 
{in history, had been seat over to manage Iris 
‘the amal! Dublin colony, aa far st posible from the Isiah natives. 

Similar statements have beca made te me by verions Buglich 
sxedents of the problem. They sound reqwonable: In Ireland 
Bpsia, which we tall won be inepecting, the eariy arvayea brosd 
cexceleat hybride when crowed with sopecior racer. The mixing of 
‘rrainn risasea previoully dammed exergics of mlod and body. Sti- 

ety, 
Einy Manistee cea Yi vercne sir by beog eoame 
‘ined 10 that the voperior secentive crop out or ele are rabordinated 
and neutralized by Seah dominaom. Some dey + bislogint must 
even Ce oem ie on rae 
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[No human insticatiog has ever nocd up ie 2 cuoate for which it 
ras oot arigially Gtted. The weather has always triumphed ovet 
‘eligioas, over marriage systems over eoonomc rales and reula- 
tanh over ethical cull, over evecything else. And for reumms 40 
aunple thar angbedy ought to be able to grasp them at fre ti 
Climate in the exvizooment. And then somel It is far more thes 
‘mere eavironment; it in ale Ge complete reguluior of the fow of 
‘nomen energies, eieaal and physcal alike. Zt works from within 
‘a well as (com wthont. Tt works while we teep ao los thas bale 
‘we tor and play. Being 2 comrar, itis forever being forgomen aad 
Seglected. Toward it we behave 2s lirde fish toward the ocean 1n 
‘which they rwitn No Sah so far an hbrary records how, appreciste 
‘bow moch they owe tothe oeexm. 

“To x degree which os biologics and insorance coropanies veem 
to mim in their obvervatioay elmate dstecty and indirectly deter- 
mined the health and the Life span of ehe masses of mackiad—and 
‘will contin 90 to do ctl maa learos bow to control the wenher 

tht own taste, It determines che number of bacteria and sneects, 
‘well an there virulence. Tt determines the fecblity of voile and 
hence the kiadt of food max hat eo ext. It eveo determine, ia Bo 
tight mevtvse, mat's appente for foods and drunks, os well atthe 
arcount be devours and imbubes I derermanes dee amoent und kind of 
‘lfort he pus forth in a days work. And 1¢ determines his moods, 
‘core of devious meaner. So aeeady of hamae types of behtvior apart 
from a audy of clanate in ike the pley Henle, without she actor 
Playing Hamlet. 

‘The tun supefics men in in own odd wayt. Mere heat and tight 
sontribate fede co the evil, ja spute of cern Jearmed opinions ts 
the contrary. In at Jens two regione the white race her endured great 
beat and dealing Light long enough to prove neliber « serloue 
mental deprestant. Ie tropical Qzeeauland, Amsralia, wad in the 
Ban Jouquin Valley of Calitoenia the third gener 



























































‘At wart, there ia only 1 alowng dows of geaeca) activity which 

fatiawy foam two veemingly contradictory effect of het. 10 bed- 

rooms hoter than seventy degrees Fubrenhet few people suanage £9 

seep for enre tes Gre hour etamrech Arche mme Seth hent 
ct 





the brain. This brizgs on drowsiness and retardh soeatal operations. 
‘Thur the readeaey 1s t0 eeep often ia abort napa The aera 1s 
inevitable. 

‘Now, it cansat be denied shat this slowing down of all corsbration 


‘arias sh 





peculiar kind of smpidity, tt it secs to be more 
seally i exzepe when ite aggravated by other factnes 





besides heat. Whiee mea ia he vea can G:ink quite a1 well as when 
Jn the cool; but chey take looger to do vo, or elie they mutt be more 
powertuly excited. The trouble is that bat countries wher they 








ng efor, hence few inceonves to fan, hacd 
thinking arise Tt i, tn brie, the indice induences of the nun thet 
ropety ue 
in the rng of cearuties, 00 doobt, the clever fellow lose. all 
yg aver the dull vax sucny, fertile apor. Like the companions 
2 Ody zone rs ner, he of een and 
comes ove of them. Only the exceedingly brilliant mun rejcts thie 
cour; and, a8 he ig « man ia x milioo, his dynasty recnsiay tiny. 
‘he usoal ditribution of class 18 olé, populous 
‘tropical Lunds: ot not the upper cizcle of ability and power very 
tell relative to the middie and lower? Smaller, i fact, then ia 
cooler lands? A cursory view of Indva, Afsiex end South America 
{indicates this, Natural selecton grades mex downward where the mu 
ww hot; 19, thoogh mere heat aed ght, a simple stich, fal 
lundermae the ieteligesce, their caalsuve wocal-cconomis eflects 




















the temper ied compe Drvery and hard work” Te this broad 
bervation modern inverngstors Rave added fitle more than ooa- 
érmetory detul. Bat they bave brought to Fight eartling fact ubout 
another, far eviller factor of efimans, Damp. 

Tel one of the deadliest foes of Odyme=. 
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‘Tho damp, sbove alia warm lnc, causes & mock topsdity many 
ns Lnyence. Te ves with the bookworm—and, af my Own ti 
fener and searuremeats are aot werioway Snwccuscte—v ion by & 
iength. Looe at what bas been proved by sciecns, ist of all* 

“The limit of naian eadurance is pasted who the aie remperarute 
stevie aad says at ninety degrees Pabceabel, eth oo: hundred de- 
{yea of bomidity. Brea if man docs co work, be cianor five a that 
ump het contisuoutly. He gif foxes weight, and che herner he 
2 the more he sinks, He neers mech more (aes tf he were cxpased 
te such greater beat for few hours oaly. And hu sufering ec 
to be connacted smth his pole rete} Usually the disrent becom 

letable when the poise reacher one hundred and sity betty per 
‘minute. Thus throm ight oo the waeocs of wulcde: the howett days 
of tamer fegulatly bag x sodden socreue io self-destruction It 
Lkewar maket more comprehensible © the dweller of the earth's 
coo! belts hore amazing changes of pezaonaity which take place 1 
‘the whit mes who goes to the Samp tropice. 

rth Araay vargeves have made exbavstive wudver of the effect 
‘of tropical claeres gpoa whites ia Todia wod Africe. And our own 
Burgeos Geocral's Office bas cazred oo neuter, though much lest 
smceanre,resatches 12 the Plalipprocs ‘The Sat American inved= 

non was cooduced ia the nusmner of 1905 by Colosel Charles B. 

 Auitant Sargeon-Geoeral end Cine of the Philippe Di- 
vision; aod since then many advances have been made by othet 
“The mort iseportant facm exteblahed by these macy workery make 
‘aly too clear the complete atderrising of the white mea't mad 
tad body in Mani, where for several caaths of each year the daily 
feat remant aloo at greet at that of the human body. 

Ta such heat the axpgea ia cubve foot of aie is almort onetcath 
ley thas when the air i at the mate Livable temperature of sty 
to seveaty five degioes. Hence x man has to breathe m mote ait 
order fo live; and this is further apgrovated by the beghienng of 
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1 bodily procewes by the het elt. He breathes faster and hs blood 
Greulatoe fates. This generates an excess of heat which ant sexe 
1bow be chrown of. 80 hit blood rhea to the surface of his body, 
‘where the west gleade a sboormally wimolaezd. The hot ai, bow 
(ver, makes radratioa dificuly und low, The blood tends to remain 
feat the vrtace ll cooled; and the real 1 hat more tha oue- 
third ofthe entra blood sapply it be found ia the venels clone *9 
the akin. This deprives tre oteauzey, he brais, and other organs 
of their acedfol amoaet, and geaeral malauuiticneDrses, Te out- 
fuse “tropic seurasthean;"* « grave condition of uervous uta 
bility, eaty fatigue, beadaches, aed eveotaa! moots) breskdowa, 
‘Now, on the face of the retaca, tit may teem to you a simple 
unbalance, Bus, a « physiological proce, it x a new balance. Only 
‘when you judge it from + excal or moral point of view, can you 
fairly peanouace it « collapee The meaul and phypica!etagnation 
inthe best adjonamest which the hurcan body cas make to the cra 
‘eat aad onp of the tropica It is unfair to compare it invidhously 
to the behanr of « body In Loudon or New York. Given the ex 
gwen, bow an ayn Be of area portance? Why tue 
vigg dean quick death? Yo the topic, te Baddhint 206 
Teor sr blogely wie to he Coupe back be ge 
ddropk every vondowo and dozes kis dayy away in wodien dromm. 
‘To them tho 2eal of the northerner, bebe yellow oF white folly 
[And fey the set would be whare dhe roe borne overbaed 
Rupling kncw whats what wito he aud of Todie: "Tow is 0 
slack daiche country where all eee wock with inopertec instra- 
‘icot, ang the wise ching todo is to uke mo oz und sodhiog it 
carmen.” He might heve sid it of carly very other warm, 
land. Oar own West Indien, for varance. ‘The toorat raantctiog 
shrough thee mags ile dsring the dry monn ofthe winter secs 
tm them 2 heaven and nigh for the chance to live ere. Little does 
the rampect what the 1a fo exght swaths ct countes sbor, ot ruins 
‘would do ta his mind. Not even the hasty blacks reset the=, 
"They tare senile at thivty, aa the recent wurveys sm Jamaica by 
Profesios Seager, of tho Rockefeller Chair of Hygiene at the Tx 
secial College io Port of Spuio, show. And this to in spite of the 
ery short working peried, of dbost eweary hun « werk oa the 
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average. Heart snd blood veweln degenerate fest, wo that, by forty, 
Tey 





they . 
bbe mre, some oftheir deferts go buck to other tropical in iuences och 
wu an exceu of atarch ia the diet and the iceviuble craving for 
Darcotes,particlarly alcohol aad sreag tobacen, But the hazroful 
indalgeace ia auch thiogy is ima Largely arapid, aot at all compul- 
sory. Fropical neursnthenia bongs peychic inertia: the vim of the 
Sumnp beat cxmnot think clearly about bia se management. Once 
‘more the vieiou eiclel 

‘We do aot have to go as fares Toda or the West Ladies to behold 
lis malser carves Our awa South exhitate them, For ore chao half 
the year the sir a the Cotton Belt iv heavy wrth mointure wed thier 
‘meriog with beat. And what of de typical Corton Belt farmet? 
‘Recall chat general jteligence ia dhe abit to adjan socceatally 
to maw sicsstians while general uoiotlligeoce ie the inebiiry wa ¢0 
do, For the pa ten years thus farmer bas acted with vech coosintent 
‘uniatlligeace that we have 20 ether conclonion to draw chan that 
Ihe It a stupid clod. ‘The evidence 1 thorough and gateat. Let the 
‘ici wimen be E. C. Westbrook, of the Georgia State College of 
Agriculture. Bear ia roiad that be is talkiog aboot white mea, not 


























‘out oa locel teacta all over the State; Chey have consirted of plant 
ings made with proved seed, of Silage doce according to the bett 





“The exporizeat proved quccantol. Farmer came from miler 
round to watch dembortrationt aed were shown baw 10 product 
‘Oo pounds of cotton to the acre at 2 oat of Gl exam « pound 
EINE iy hd Se ung ah crerage of 150 pound st cont of 


i coon fur they went sph back home and Soaboued farnin 
fh ey always he dame! . 


‘They act with the same meoroe mpidity when they pil their cot- 

‘toa, toe, Gam Ban, wcretary-treararer of the Levisinan Cotton Co- 

‘operative Amociation, has tetified that “the cottoa farmer, out of 

sheer habe al Wing hi conen oon and pon fu at 
6 





bis grendfather dod And Henry Crotby, amociate editor of the 
‘Texan Weekly.” amert what evecybody ic che Cotton Bele know: 
“The farmer knows Ende of sothing of grades of cota. Yer thix 
ina very unportat asa, ace the range of price for dierent qual! 
ties is cnormous ... The farmer cames to towa,Jooks wt Use poxted 
prices, may bartez wich the boyer, noally without worsen... aud 
by nightfall sels for whet be ean ger; and the neat versan be docs 
sot worry about getliy. 
Ta « word, suid, stzpid, and theo erapier. He cannot Jeera 
‘Let him and ‘his defenders cult bebawsor “pride” or “iadepend- 
nce” or “ooaservatina” a they will; we mow these are only 
camoullages for dulnean 1¢ pride there ig then it w the pride of & 
‘upd fellow who cannot even see which side of his bread fa bot- 
‘ered, Likewite with whatever other tra may be in factor theory, 
involved. 
[Not oll of this stupidity cua be atributod to humid eat a9 9 
tary, ame Nawal ein bu den ech haha te 
‘Bel, with is light, sandy sil, with its hockworm, snd with 
‘tu residue of tlaves who have bhghited the Nand for whites, Yor 
‘whoever has watched the toler fn cotton feds, aT hive, doco, 
‘tho sumer bluas, can ree with balf wn eye itv awful poi, 

















‘With the eaps wil before you, and peoct 
repens of extremely humid cold’ are highly anfavorsble to min 
though they do not cause eapidsty oo anything like the sale found 
{har couatriss. Mack all arctic, vb-arcti, high plate, and high 
snout lands off merely an wat for high grade inhabctao. Now 
{ok Haw ssach ofthe land warace of tot world ns outade of these 
hall repoos and Cyclopia? 

‘Lew than half of our own oomry; lew than hulf of Europe; 
scrsocty any of Asia oz Africa or South Ameries, except Japan, 
ew patches ia te highlands of Teda, x senggiog of ay plate 
Groughoot the Andes, and penibly cocqaacter of Mexiea. No 
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wonder Odyuens and his clever companions suit waoder far to 
Find homes! 


‘Moat men dig thes own graves with dher seth Go russ the old 
savy To thu I aid the Three Ara of Grave Digging: there is Over- 
‘eating, Undereating, and Miveatiag. The fin I shall wrest under 
the head of Self-Munsgement, somewhat lotr, inasmuch as 1t «p- 
‘WUpiGiey of contrl, zt» mutter of ooutiah- 
ry Hei rare anc cannot be alleged to Spore largely 
‘of mate scprdty, which w out immadiate coocers. 
‘The other two ans, alse, are eatveral and perezaiel. Perhaps the 
largest empire of the stuped ia the ove fohabutd by the undested 
14 the misted. Few people learn to seiect foods wuited to ther 
turer; sil? fewer are able to got eoough food, be it good or bad. 
[judge by sample reports fram exper when I venture the gets 
‘that more tha 108 people practise these two blaric ara end 
6, 10 same meavorable degrec, dolled by them. Ta the temperate 
zone dweller Sr weeme strange that move of the billion should dwelt 
‘Mm warm counteies where food grow the year aconad in abuadan 
But tha 12 4 commonplace atong studeots of notsition: ueually 
the teopiea! man coutwmes too mach starch, expecially in mich 
fora at yams, while he oever takes ix enough vitemnt and mio- 
raft. Then too, the heat encrvates hiss, apoils hin appetite, and s0 
‘river im to stimalate dhe waczach with baraing red peppers, curry, 
rae rum, and Gercer ebble fumes. Vint a native extn 
‘or Mexico if you with a hot ie. 



























‘The great plains of Runs, Siberia, Aftice, and the Ametices art 
probably the worse regrons ia this seapect; for outide of the towot 
‘where modera city ways have intruded the diet it both meager wd 
magotoaour: black bread, shecp'y milk cheete, bed tea er colle, 
wreme-pooaed pote: and the Jike mmuke it ap All obpereere 
‘whotetegumony F have taken agree ja the mae thatthe unbeljevable 
stupidity of the Rusran pesnaat is comipicuocaly « rewult of his 
Abominable menu. Not « few sciextim bave averred that the hack: 
‘warduem of the American Indians if aot aio of thelc predectaars, 
Tm crue lrgty by thee eadag eo ach Wale, Lack of fat 
76 








crctors 
and vegetables has dulled the Mexican wit ever slace Aztec dey; 
and intextiae] divases caused by bad food have amcken Mexican 
secue and brewa appallagiy. 

‘Now, the cunces thing aboot al) this ip thet coe do not have 
1 ell op maize or your rye bread or pork greame, in arder tbe 
tupoted, When we say te Indiaoe cat top muck masee, me meen 
that, selaive to al else theg eat, caize bulls 100 barge on'thesr doe 
‘When it does, they are liksty to lave appetute abd eat too bile of 
everything. Wroag food thar wdeces undeceating and 40 1ec3- 








‘Hoa that x wae diSicult to perevade the uaderfed childsen to eat 
enough. Fradlly the relief workers andertook to compel each Little 
‘te eo aisha the food verved before being allowod to eave the 
room} scene childres aubbled wawillngly all mormng, before they 
et hic mens down. Ageia the vicious circle} 

ersten ten nase ae aes Heer me 


dnad the dogesuve organt of Cyclopa, They imagine him 12 
fave soch 1 the oe 10 winch Odytoeus wan trapped, vessing hit 
hhomae victims, duabeeg. theca 








"Co earth luke helpiew ies. Forth 
‘Te tees Rowell eceetog the youd. 
‘Tue Lamb from las he tore het 

‘Atd made bi mwah devouring thes 
Sere ro Se 

ete esencoAeoh or eau 














‘Now, it is probable hat & few thounind fctlings va each genet 
tion of Bive t9 Gfteca millon on enh did this, But the pect of 
ptlmitwve folk all over eomsdaye coavincet os at there progenitors 
‘were Ike thems in the man, a race chat slowiy dug is grave with 

seth pecibing before om be enka po. Bo ot forge tat 
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12 it oaly within the lst 15,000 years that men have tilled the sil 
For the previosa half-million years hey devoured whasever wal at 
‘hand. They wandered huber and yon, oa the wail of the eatchable 
beat end the ripenveg praia. For daye on ead they weot hang. 
‘On other dayu they made « killing and gulped an! the 

the belly wretched blac. Thea they lepex week wo glattoaous Huper. 

‘Men gained « vital vantage over mon of the animal kingdom 
when he became omacvoroas. But what « price he paid for chit 
blewed privilege! Eating everything —eves clay abd rotten fh, at 
the abuadosed children of Italy will do—be loa all the nice dee 
ermisatasa which we Gnd in aeetly all other vertebrates, and 19 
he lort a refealy bulaacad duet. Everything weet dewe the litle red 
Jane, whether azeded or aot. Plutly «creature that cam eat anything 
via raver danger of unbalance than one which can make away 
veith only few things. The former may have more opportua 
of surviving 19 4 precarious world; but be is mere likely 8 survive 

1 bulows bellyacher, mocone, temperamental, avr, and altogether 
obmoxtoun. Fer the more he eats wrongly, the more violeatly bis 
endocrine iyitem is throws ot of gear; and thet dusturbe all his 

motos aod atinudes. Stupidity ia eating thes leads to al-aroad 
stupidity. Maw in wes er it. 

From the days of the Siithegs dows t the comung of the plow 
snd the tows, most of the world's popaiation mutt have been ronlen 
sn the thick empidity of a dutended gue, « bloated bowel, and a yore 
tHomach, Sometenes thi way caowed by under-sourisbnae 
‘often by stuffing on the wrong feodt. The lem certam the food 1upply, 
the madder che wfing—ao un the claauc example of the Tieerw del 
Furgant, who go for long sceiches with nothing 10 eat and thes, 
‘on the arzival of « decemed whale upon their beaches, do partike 
‘of the well roted blabber mat! they fall una henp, thereto li, well 
‘oisoued, for days on end. 

‘To what extent do you nuppovs the wocitl and political mupidity 
cof Americana sx matter of food? Weald chat I could anewer that 
‘qoettin wath auuraccel All T kaow in what the dieotiaes, doctor, 
fd statisticians tell me. Thee reporu are ominous, Harken toa few 
of the moce thonderour pamagss 

Conservative estimates show that at leat four and x balf millon 
America wel ces we efcing fom male, ene 
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than haf of them, srikicgiy enough, in country schoola® Dr. Wile 
liam R. P, Bmersoa t bar atadsed both pre-tchool ead school chal- 
‘deen, and Gs that at least ooe-third of these are badly aounhed. 
‘And, thanks to the stupid food habits of well todo Amencans, mal 
Dutriioa ss oftea found amang the poor lide rich children of Park 
“Avenue's be. 

‘And haw int with adaita? Wall, the United Stats Public Huish 
Service § foued chat, while one cut of every three men examined 
for the velective drat during the World War wa rejected for general 
‘wofitaem for military service, 40,000 of these were defective In 
t, weight, chest development, and 0 on. On ths hess, the 
Poblic Health Secvie ettiscates tweaty per ceot of all American 
tome 24,900,000, if you please—toder Srom soens form of male 
‘nutrigon. The Life Bxteasoe Ineatete | aloo Gade atx per cent 
of ladutnal workers examined were badly under weight. 

‘Aa you connder there figures, remember dbat a lent ninety per 
cxat of all wach mulnetritin catet ate wholly preventable. Nebody 
Aunowt how muay auch lead to raberculonw—but acrely 4 huge per> 
‘centage—mott of them aveudable with proper information and yaper> 
riseo. 

‘Seupideat of all entess are the women who starve themselves foF 
the sake of fathion's foes: and ike. Thourands of pris aad old dowas 
‘coma cis ambectlty, according co many phyriciust, Macy end up 
‘with tuberevlous or paeumnoann—mhich 1 better thea they dasetvr, 
Lack of food dig not make quch half-wits; they achueved that fevel 
‘4 sueklnge, 00 doubt. The woontr they and their btead die ot, the 
Detter for Whe rer of ua. 

















Shift your point of view. Look opon the lat million yeser with 
jumt one crates) query in ra:ad: What bas kept things going? The 
tnewrer ip cary. Hard work, and cocking elas, has enabled socie men 
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fo go oo living in x harsh world. Hemena of wood and drawers of 
‘wate buve doar the world work, while egomesiucs heve striven 
to seize loot and inbabot palaces Sowers of seed and nllert of earth 
have kipt off famine while sobber heroes buve lorded it over fertile 
valleys and employed prow apeat ta proclaim cheir glory. The 
{Prmloe cheonicle of cinizations ss arver writer {eto the official 
‘archive, sil lew isi wosg by the mcutrely—whe wee mece pub- 
Inc hounds ousting « ele fom the gratirnce whee fare they 
vwathled, Mankind has driteed down 9 dark, sluggish river of eweat 
{ad blood and reac. Its billtoas of toler’ have bem like Nature 
warmering and hardened sguiaat pain, frus 








rere thea, forks the prmocdial spicy. Those who had the 
‘ibis to reduce chu gray srogeie coold only he tnck shunned, slow 
of fancy, and au casa aa « pyee Ci. They coud not feel e9 we, 
still few dceam and yeheme, They lived witha the commpam of ice 
faye drodgery, well adapted to t and breeding freuh generavooe 
to ft dat hard frame. Nevertbelem, hoogh ct tothe pattern of 
hardahips, eoany millions sl za el wo che pot of fatigue; and, 
‘when wercy, hey grow dul. Nowhere da you fed more of ruc 
than on the farms of the woeld. 

"How quick people forget revelations of che rara} alu! Tame 
sd agua, whale counts have been expoved by wrath‘al reformen: 
ctce ik was Vermilion Coon, Tizoin; hen ef was Putsan County, 
[New York; aod agaia it was Adams Counry, Ohve. Ever the nme 
‘panorama of opty, degradation, dent, aad geceral bad ome 
‘bio farmers and villager well heir wate for two dollar fow 
snpedent fellows deauad ve high atte, ia » clow clocion. Thug 
tery, Blackmail, aypbili, gocarthoce, peomage, jaca, witchoraft, 
ering, and oi} she oche: wapt of the antbropouia gone wrong. 
Alousdh fom Maine to Califoraia. No metropeli in a whit eviller 
than may randoet collection of hamlet and couatrides haviog the 
tame teal populaon; aad few rox cites ar 90 

Brey net nate dev pe od 

sag and ating to mit to local wene. Read Tuxprey, Tolnei, 

420 Gotky for she trath shoot the Renn patent aad village 

Read Flesbert, Meopauest, Belote, Zoie, Basia nd otber Freee 

verter, if you would get somcthigg came to she fac about the 
3: 














crcLors 
try Toat. For 4 glimee of the Scotch, peruse Georg 
‘more than « glimpse of the Uri 
‘bumpkin consult George Moore and Joba Syage. Arnold Beanest 
hha Bera, fwaythiog, ouch too kind in bi deawrngy of the bemened 
‘of the aorthern counties of Eogiand. Galdos az 
‘Valdes hate deawn with firmer lise and deeper eich the wopld 
Spanierd of the open. And Bjéimgon vies with Ibica un divcloting 
tha ngly dolaes, the mpervcticos, the fansticiems, and the blank 
existence of Scandinavia’ fumed rors. 
‘Why arn thee tillers ofthe wil wu? One of « doves canses 
overwork. The (ar wate drudges even today, from twelve to siren 
hours a dey. The children of the rogar beet peasant in Colorado 
‘and Cush and Michlgaa oftea weed the sows under « buraing mun 
y Laves there w mulkamen who sa oot up afore 












dawn nd pluggiag away uot after dack wath hus cows and bottles? 
‘The Maa mth « Hoc is with ur tl, even though bi hoe hat been 
traded for a two-row coluvator drawa with a second-hand tractor, 


Ut would be abrard to ‘fatigue is the maio explanation 
ot our nai caer Beerhere 


we shall thom that, over all 
scope and vigor, i the 
cstv the enbiouy, 
the eit sedonn, he cuidemsering, sad th sce wernt of 
‘ofthe farm, leaving bebind those who can and will dave 
ray fora pittance i felon I bave skeched us tend biciy 
in an earlier volume So T wil pau st up with «reference to those 
appalling revelations of the farmer's wite 12 « recest rudy by the 
Depurtmeat of Agricslture. A howe-to-house investigation of he 
liver of 10,015 women im moderately prosperous farms brooght Out 
that theie average working day is 11.3 houre-aod in summer it 
ives wo (3.1 hours Out of every one hundred womea eighty-xeven 
ever tke any vacation; they alave oa wets! docy drop dead. Six oat 
‘of every tea have no pump ia the kitchen; they moet walk some ds 
tance 10 heed and fetch water for the famity wath and cooking, One 
‘woman out of evsry four bas to belp with the cows and pigs and. 
ihorves; one out af execs five hurt ali lend « hand with Obe harvests, 
‘whale ene out of every threc works regularly with milking and 
cburiog. 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 

‘What tort of women con endure this? What sort will endure it? 
Only heavy-wieed, beacy-sanded createres. Clever gig, weave 
‘rly nd pretty girls flee the county. In sozae counties nearly half 





‘of oateral sclecton, Gus wearioem of Ooh #20, 





‘Such overstam fa easy years laps the hexviet burden ob s40, 
“Te eb who ws everuraaed grows op alsaon x dul w the ied 
‘The boyy tod gic who tol ten Boers v day in ity abun and 18 
carton or beet Eels waka cheosscenpidry. And it ie probable 
that de Dighs flee moce tha the sutarely dull 

"My owe tecords and experuncats bear cut th point—<hat fa 
has tore masked ard tors effet co ietellat than 0 #0 
people. Relative to ther abies, the former safer far more trom 
Sahaurdes. Becoming tied, te doll get dller—Sut oaly w ile. 
‘The nupetior, oa the other hand, expersence euch a marked drop 
vn both efccney and speed thet wher outpet detetoraes snout 
toply. Wieh adeecterelaracon, bth oped and bright regain thee 
sormal abilities. Bot te raperioe ring back to ther urea level of 
schievemeat mote quick. Here, as other cise, they respond 

Co change, Rew nicetion, and shifg weal. More 
than the eepid to fatigue, they Ukewise worpast the dull 
Ie Ghete spend recovery with rat. 

















Otro ty sre 
Feo The Rapa Cds Coton Poy tht eed 

in elephoaeopeaot of Toren found tht sir two ours 
of analy wok abe cour, the ordinary worker ogee 
tho gy of eahaacay and in» ite longest, waging oo. 
tderahy wit the phplgoc of te sadiidun, the wind Tage 
‘Spe wih ch ee pve apg ty 








cxctors 
taking the proper wire comnection ie che switchboard narted 
‘break down. And at leat bait an hous rext wan pended to restore 
folly he fencnoning of voc’ a putters. 

"Tho nuention rigor that comes with fatigue want be familiar to 
everyoue who has ever been thoroughly exhauited. It begion very 
featly in the form of « mere affort to check the breekdows of & 
crumbling behavior pattera. You set out oa a Joog walk, go milet 
farther thea you be ‘and turn svoand to hasten home 
before dartacus overnkss you Pretty soon, your fon drag, ead 
you younble agaiat stones ix the road. The tehavicr pattern of Looo- 
‘motion u tating you. You &x yoor aztentian on the act of walking. 
‘You mate x deliberate effort to move your rouicles wo thet your 
{eet will ming clear end mmoctbly forward. For 4 whale this help. 
But, at you grow more and core weary, the murcie habule of yout 
leg disinegrare repidly; wad you have to conceattate 0a your every 
‘motion yo voteatly that i cogages your whola mind—and yaideatally 
xhauuts you very faxt, fram the top dows. Now, stnct atention 1 
normally man ‘only uhreogh a greater or lew degree of 
fuapeanoa of all other voleatary activities than thote waralved {8 
the act of atteation, and also through « lenened acateues of vasory 
‘orguas not simalacy involved. So bere, yoo no Tooger vce and heer 
‘things that you would ordinarily perceive. Yoo do ot turn ott of 
the road promptly 1 iy, when an automobile overtakes 
YYou. And yoo run at every momeat the risk of ijory ana consequence 
of your imperfect adjunimaeat to yeor whole environestat, 

‘Here we come upae oat of the mottfruiefl cansy of mfortune 
1m the indatrial world; thin clusainess and dolnes of wit that 
fatigue catia through ateation sigur are perilous to the workman 
‘Who toils erooad machinery. He becomes len mindful of his ows 
raovements and lee ehecply awece of the mak be 2 coustiatly 
socursing, The uatutics of factory accidea reveal the sgiticant 
face that the aumber of eiahapa increate tend from the beginming 
of work ia the morning up t0 nooa hoor; ches, after noan rert and 
ity implating mea), the umber falls back almoxt to th: low level 
‘of eariy morning, and then mteadaly suey egatn ep to closing time. 

‘Thousand safle from fatigue brought oa by some toy deficiency 
sm che aetetna of the endocrine glands Normally these function at 

eciic rated which vacy from person to petsoa. If, however, the 
rat 6 elena 5 eo-elenn, mee 


























nsronT OF HUMAN sTUPINTT 
abnormally increased, and, when the exccasve shmulns cootinar 
for « long enough period, the reserve is ured up. And fatigue and 
Cchsuidon ule folow. Not el the some ra of eral 
‘Seredon i Yenc wil recapeeion en 

The acco unking on tab gee low crtn. Bxpecinent ind 
‘cate thet musculac capacity diminishes with the use of tobacco ta 
Shaina of 118 Furthermore, te sbi to cordate 
feacas dazu very tach Wh we hive be dens proving 
Siar luge fra eveyone vere of Toes oe db 
now fat ion tw inde esc. Hany eaasny clef dem 
oa eed und arrncy of eek coacaaaye Mostar can 
Work Unerprewore wilt ar este ne tun ca shee iskmcor 
Tram, who beceurts peal haw poorer mecoria, pescepioay 
Atco tad coords, Heaty mote anger Le op ¢ 

adn ik pce a eter ead oc pty thon dng mache 
tia’ Kd Wey can acre eval the speed eed erwicy of ht 
teovtnkar It awed ro wank tadee to prewar of aur tey 
‘wre not affected by araia. But once they are forced to hit « farter 
oct tn end aad dy, asd by te ti of thao ey, 
ES cfr ly ey fel aire tha the nou taoet 
sot roomed) oervaced, 

Now, how docs all this affect stupidity? Well, consider the fact 
that we Americuos in 1930 contumed atarty 120,000,000,000 ci 
rettey more han 650000000 evgary nad ore than $33/00,600 
oun of tbacon hie bate ta tol toe asta cur 
Tegtpons of ponte dinar wtich te hall tr neon 
eae a0 a wbon fw saeriag toe males 
rom hooky to ny nthoge ester mil 



















ftom voch minor defect ws bed eyesight, poor hearing, defective 
teeth, and a0 on. Then remember thar probably » large malorty of 
‘heae ufferes from major or mivor defeca were among the 4,000; 
000 or more guinfuliy occupied worker ten years old or older, and 
therefore aaseeptble te fatigue ia vom Sorm. 

‘We have no way of knowing, of coune, to precianly what extent 
the blunder, stpidities, dimuter, and fataliver in American life 
sre due to faogue slooe. That it playy a eggrring part there con 
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‘be ao docbt. And when fatigue from overwork ia combed with 
the effect of aarcotiy, disease, or sovceptiblty to dia, endocrine 
efor, minor almcas, nervous stress, erioas personal ificulues 
and tecablee Heading 9 worsy ted added strain, we can covat the 
Joos in billions af dolar and millions of bours of lost or exces. 
werk, 

‘Certainly, to, the Blunder of Uae World War—au of every oer 
‘wur—were ofteacr then we cax conceive the reolt of fatugue and 
‘hauruos borne to the breaking porat. At na other timp—m0 m0 
‘other ttzxton cause men beso ew:fy alert to bewildering, cacti, 

rl change #9 when cmbroiled i the celdroa of war, 
‘Then its quick taking, swift action, speedy and atcarate dechion 
sted judgment—or death. Stupid and mupeno alike persh frow the 
‘ootter of war-exhasution. 

‘Wearincm caus much mace ropidity in the Old World than ix 
the New. We go in wo extesavey fer lubor-nviog machsaet and 
‘methods of team wotk thet, witia « few decades our dusts 

rv lfted eh of tht pactealer burden from the tier! shoul: 

‘With each pumveg yeas, the factor playe x thghter rie an 
dulling the miod’s edge Se we drop it rather brusque. But oor 
last word an emphuns cpoo the prodigious re played by wessi- 
yom during the part half mulica years Once again we exe driven 
te wonder atthe progres fcea bas mace, ‘0 he face of those inward 
‘ponoas 404 fensiocs which moltiply Bit stopuity. 




















Cyclops has always ben sick Tough a Be iy he canct witha 
imorgantoc, hookworma t28 the unicea Baccce whic fate Bit 
tir, wate, il and very bowels Whes he Se sleg hs oomfaness 
forme tg stave fom tat he's & superior perme, for Nerare han 
‘rdered it thet her plngus and pstiences eerminate the weak aad 
the deformed, lenviogexly tbe rugged aod the fist cacy 08 
this Polynanoe grin babs kin ouo eye ad taken <aother ris 
‘kis agon of heady wie. 

zope fellow! To blew rach oootease! That x ot Bow ostural 
selection works ar al. Tr, the very weak wally yo ede i 
‘pits wee very eng Pa scogh, Be how soe ae 

















EASTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 


‘who are not extremly frail nor extremely hery? Wall, exch duc 
stects this large eajoriy ia iat owa pecaliat coanner. Pacumtonia 
‘cannot alay the badly overworked Typhoid placka off some of the 
‘inst rob Sete. Induenas bests down to an early grave the sestlest 
aod the caregetic wha camsot bring chomclves to relax und Lic 
‘quietly in a warm bed. And so 0a, No single formule tll the erath 
aboot #2 

Leadt of all in ut arguable that mon of those who defeat diveme 
‘are taperiot meataly. Evea if some were eo before the afliction 
tame, they lote that mer ia the waggle. the dieadfal tle 
‘we now mort lel. No man has ever nung it before; an few will 
find heart to repeat it. J keow cothing more dubearieniag in the 
‘hole career of mea and homancaquet. 

‘The gist of the menage is this: the race has aot yet learned how 
to conquer the cause of disease, end one of the chief reavoaa tor 
‘ty Cailuce ie that dueasce make men stupid, hence iguorunt, hence 
othe, hence rocompetact as cients and phywcians For every 
‘mas who fa died of some plague, two others have lived with shat- 
tered bodies and attenuated mundi, After convalescence comes dt 
‘newman, ales at Logert ia many «oan up to his Tutt brew, Here 
are a few payes from the dazk record. Eveotually it spat be enlarged 
to 4 fat volume. 














‘Stupidity in brought on by any af the following defect: 


1. Defective adensids 
2. Detective tonsil 
3. Carioun teeth. 
4. Mitd cpu 
5. Mild eyphili. 
6 Various foram of Beart disease 
2, Malasi 
Hookworm diseate. 
9, Influenss. 
10. Advanced exbereslots, 
U1. Mott Bey dinesen. 
42, Almoet any macied semaory defect such as blindnes, de 


am, ete. 
13. Riche 








crctors 
14, Endocrine diseasea 

15, Various severe physica! injuries, 

(6 Various intinal ant>-intonicationt. 
7, Cerebral mesingi 
(8, Searles taver, 

19, Pelagre 





‘Then, too It al 100 readily induced by many bad ways of living, 
‘song Which the commoner are: 


1, Proleaged talnusntion, expecially ie chuldhood. 
2 Alco 

3, Drug addictions of certain types. 
4¢ Prolonge muarurbason, appareett. 
5. Phyvica) exhauttion trom overwers. 
6, Profonged emotional excitement, 


"This iv by no meant « complete eatslogne of duster. Any phy 
‘iclan could cite other ailments entailing their own stupidties aft 
recovery. The list aime ehiedy to embrace comoon, worldwide afte 
hoot whove meatal eects have been noticed by many students, and 
swhoue secondary effects upan the hetltb, wealth and happinea of 
‘bots the nick and the well are exsly detected. 

















Prevesableilsen 1a 
aeardy who reset oa is mraning. Each year mili of ve Ameri 
aon ruler {som malate Seves ended thouvend of un ere iD. 
‘rom tberealonis. Another milioa or more are caecbied by hoak- 
‘worm, A bundeed ehoowd oft bave woalipos. Twesty per ecot 
OF oat AGGIE male populance safes fram eypbais, from wwe 
terrible effec thousends of children ase permencatly handicapped. 
De. Rey Lym  etzates thar "choutands of wormen ace 
write of wos-inveluis because of gonorchoes Tote it mauch pie 

Tocomator ataris, and ews! diacac, and there are may 
handicapped children became of sypbiit AIT of ths coreectble, 
snd should be correced. It a sieaie ror, if not « eckme, for 
{child to be Boca with coogesiad ephill,” Tweatyaix thousand 
‘Aeris eich yar fom poi. New vr howund dle 

7 











HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
Hightyoine thoumad euftcr with diphoheria, And more than eight 
thowead perish fram the eame divea. 

‘And whet ls ie pierre is the ret of the world? 

‘More then half the toad populenon of the world toduy Living on. 
wo-third of the earth's habieable sarface is ia coastant pen of Ja 
{ection ftom “the mom common paraisne infestation of homaity 18 
the whole world"—the bookworm Popalarly known aa "le2y rtn's 
dense” because of the apathy axd luzguor of ia vietan, tha dread 
{ful scourge imperiathe miods and bodies of at least 1/052.766000 
‘peuple living ax nese 20,000,000 aquere miley of the earth's total 
fertile wren of some 33,000,000 vqoare rails. 

"The diseese, which a eapecaliyinsidsoes in the tropical and nb 
‘wopleal lands, s caused by paristeal joreatisal worma which are 
expelled in the aces of infected people oo the sil, a2€ which enter 
the bodies of new hort oraally through the akra of the feet. Dr. W. 
G, Saulfc, of the Rockefeller Foundation, describes the rymptoms 
of the dicase, which, he mays is macitestnd by "durarbuoces of the 
digestive tem, presi semis ofthe chlorate spe, phys 
weskneat, debility, gretty smpaired aotrition, cardiac wesknes 
epcberetin Yad clone, a2 hia propre gn 
‘teawe io the mumber of worms bringing with i a corresponding 
‘create Jo anermla and fa the seventy of the aymploas.” 

‘The meatal eftoct of hockworm are equally severe—and one of 
ty moet scribing eyeaptoon in mental Joggioms. Infected pervots toad 
to bave very sloggeah mental and physical reactions They take bite 
‘interest in what is happening around them They are dull and apa- 
‘thet, have dfSculty in concentrating, and, wheo spake to, vem not 
‘to bear. When asked to do things, they compeebend ws through a fog, 























swith hu physician, which clezely dtutrates the characterute mental 
lugishaes of the infected pera: * 


Te vy? 
TF ar yn ee 
dims 


Fae a sak ovine Pag Ws Fah Bn 
[ay 


“Yes, what your name? 
aaa what? 
pn Mgidoada, 

at ie the ar Ww 

What he outer with se? 

You whut nthe ser wah oe? 

‘Were do you lie? 

Whewie 

“Yea; you, where do you live? 

‘Over there, (Povsting toward the mountnas.} 

a'what brro? 

Ia what barrio? 


‘Yen in what bueno? 
ET Aneaute. 








“Ths patent wat normaly secher pup wor defective, and hen 
cured responded woth melligence and aleccity to nanlar quetons. 

"Now, whea you reale the apeadous fact tht 0 the Hopi a! 
feast 95% of all Srsoas of buth sexes ever Rosle sears of gt 
engaged in agricalors are om greater of Se degen, infects by the 
hookwore: paras, you have sect concepts of ote profound and 
saggzrug crue of the wort’ sepidiy. The ofecuon of city peo 
ple Jeo verece, though even bere it sw coomanc mane to every 
hus of progrem toward civilization. Some tropical countsie art © 
fodcen mass ct stupidity from king's palace dawn % peasants hovel, 
a Exypt, wich hee 9,000,000 uteres rom bookworm and bil 
Iharninne. There progees a a ile deeam. 

‘AL if the hookworm were oot eoough, marie lift itv clammy 
end to mock i. 

‘Malaria pleyt havoc with the and. Ia the fever phus, it renders 
the patent thoroughly anit for eoy mesial wcvity and wory even be- 
{ude hin to the pot of incobereece. Tn cguas where tbe dure 
‘igas, the ihabicenm vik to « bocribie atapuy. They ext i ua 
‘roken, dull sey, hei ecieds and bodves are equally Ester, and 
sothing <ax be done to clevate them medically oF culturally at Long 
1 Gay contisuc to live wm the paoaoay envirenmeat 

‘Malaria touche the black man Ly, both in body und ia mind 
He inrclaiely imme tit. Iz Ceylon, fr iestance, about teary: 
fou white i fhe di fx evry oe one, whl in ira 

33 























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘Leaae nearly one bundced and size white saccumh for every black. 
1 this any way the eause or the effec of dufereners in the central 
ervout sytem anociated with high and low mentality? Nobody 
koows. 





‘Bur ja Todia, coudstioas dye to malaria are uaypeakale. Let the 

snsua! report for 1928 of the Ram Teste and Hoapital fo: Tro 

‘al Discages speak for ste. The report ditcones Bengal oniy, bot 
ra of India euer [oat ot dreadfully. 










diy we ele ss pug 
Winds fag ncnoct Geadeeit af gg hare Gece dceamaet: 
acres of cuce promperous and hughly culbvated and 
afl eae 
Se eee ee ea aes 
Sar es on el nee ares 
feugie a ceeping wn eign ccs tare vet» inal ei to 
og Tg tg Sete = 
mines ss 


‘Malaria inthe chief enue of death wa Mynore, Kadur, Shimvogt, aod 
Hanus, where field rarvey have bees made. We can safely say Unit 
there sie more malarial Hindus than there aze human beings 1a all 
‘Nocth America. 

‘And ia South America, except for the highlands of the Andes, 

‘hich are epansely peopled, sbost sine out of every tem persons ral 
{ar either from bookworm or alanis, 
‘Alas, we shall never know to what exteat the horde of stupid folk 
Europe end their ofspring io Americs are the progeny of syphi- 
in. Not long sfter the erews of Columbus ceturned from their voy: 
lage, the dusente burned over the Oid World lke a praine Sire i 4 
‘nigh wind. Tehas been auppored that ts wa the fitse appearance of 
the plague in Bnrope; but Leon Ducheyne hat abaodansly demon- 
strated thet it preveied at leat to ceaturies earier. Chinese med 
cal cetords reveal stat common 1a Ana befoce the Christan ert 
‘Neverthelo the thirteath, foarteent, and Stteenth centorsen teem 
1a have enfeced from it mach mare thea eatae or Jatet geaerahoos 
Peobsbly the tremendoss encreate wa world teevel jott befate and 
after the discovesy of America spread the aflicsion mach fare. At 
the tame tne, ita virulence was Eerocr, imammuch a st smote peaplet 
Drevoody fe from inns 





















excnors 
How can we escape the cosclasion that teas of milicaa of Enco- 
[peang were robbed of dir ative nslligence dutiog thote ceaturics? 
‘The ment level of che eanre coatinest amt eve dropped aypall- 
aly. For ice what sppbilea docs to he huracs mind. Children bors 
cf ene or two epphillte parent are often idiom, smbectes, or morons. 
‘Whea the {aherited poison le vicleat, the affepring show geaeral 
imental retardation from birth onward. If the diseate i scquired 
rather than congenital, de mental reuerdatin i severe arcording 10 
the age at whch infectioe ooror: the exer the axe, the worte the 
retardation. Ta the Middle Ages this effect most have bees. moch 
worse than agwadsye; for, 18 the Smt pluce, the onslaught wat 
Serene becaove the race had previously Deva free (rom the curse and 
vo had built up ao sesttancen ageinst st; wad, xa the vecond place, no» 
body knew how to treat che ditemse crea by way of softening 111 
‘hocks, 10 the fel fore fel opca the cereous eytem 
Phyticians sometimes declare that everybody of Eeropean rock 
‘has sevceal sypbulitcn ie hun anceatry. They bate thu weeping get 
‘ralizaron opon the cextnry-long mering of races and nabotaliie, 
‘upon the interminable ravasiogs of eoustriea by vmenee armed, all 
of which ewarm with syphilitic wokery, and upon the interantional 
rowtitute, Jong, « Burepesa sestestion. We seed sot go full length 
‘with this hypothens. Eeough 1 concede that soove slight degree of 
syphilitic anceary is highly probable in the vast majonty of people 
‘of European stock. That leaves ua with the prinfsl queation 0b out 
‘anda: juat what dilation of syphilis waces to make w child merely 
dull? Some day we shall koow the earwer, thanks to aceamnlatiog 
Boeulopeal shudies by joint sath of beclogim and prychologies. 
For the preteat we reat couteat wrth rough guewes, My own coo} 
tore it that the 15% of the European tol Amicon popultion 
‘hove intelligence yore rerpanie that of the morons may eatily £epPe- 
seat the prioe the modara world = paying for spirechets pallida, Tt 
you think differeaty, dit down with peocil and peper aod calculate 
‘the ramicationt of dimeted blood through ffteen generation 
conatry Tike Spaia or Ireland, where remote crosings of familca 









































jana tell me I am sxech too cootervanve. They 
(pout out that at least 5,000,000 alt ale ia our own country are 
ow refering from eppbilir (and pousbly macy millions more); 
she te proper i Earp mabe wey ch highs, ont 
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‘Borepeta authorities slo maintain; and thar Asie, Africa and South 
“Americe are simply tinkholea of yearceal dicate. Finally, they 1d, 





‘can be veen any day in any large office of factory. I 
‘have often wlened stand beet bew:ldered—octil the truth leaked 
out. You can witnem uf {a every high government offle here and 
road, in every church organization, ameog priewm a0 lew thea 
mg Pimps. Ye, icin sot whally lacking amoog exsoeat mcdical 
tea! ‘There have been, ia fecent yen, at leat two famous canes 10 
‘hove pure rank 

‘We aus aver, throogh aheer weariness of feah und spirit, the 
ratler bat stabborn wtupsdices of bad adecouds, esis, tert, and 
‘ones, with which school teachers are pannfully familiar. We apend 
rmallions 4 year trpag to educate Lite children thus afficted—aed 
‘we wane every dallar. And we shall doubtless go 00 werung 1 for 
re we not al ‘eth the watleses of x huadeed diearca? 
‘Add the effect f all thes, wpread them over the world popsh 
ted {1 jt oot marvelous that wo many ax » hendful of mortal have 
‘icaped with clear minds and Kove nerver? 

‘Perhaps at some later time, whea the Complete History of Bau 
pidaty comes tobe written, we tll seriously Javestigate the fluence 
of digeane-borme uupidives in weeckiag eivbeenons, races, and em 
ites Ths tual, will A several year aad keep bury x large eefl. For 
thece 1a deal of widely seatered evidence to be collated and coo 
ssrued. 

have often, when ja an icrespoasible mead of epecutnion, won- 
dered whether tome day medical rlests may set he able ta prove 
thet the buckwardoes of many Asiatic peoples has been cxused by 
‘ra independent phates of disease; fret, by the aheretfeca of doxens 

‘of Hhousandt of 



























Yo verve teas brought on, in the hezéy survivor of all thove dir 
‘ates, by iemanization cesctioas. [tix well baawa hat the Chinese 
exhibit physiological cevntance to vatiout diseases far greater th 
Buropeana May this aot ental w less sentve neural structure of 
‘lower function? I rise the question and leave liv anewer to another 
decade. 
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crcLors 
‘Thea, 100, coosder the Ruenans. To what extent may their st. 
ded eaentality be ont effect of toe endiew epidemics which have 
Wtarted ia Ceatral Ama and swept westward? Look at the course of 
snfuenas, by way of example. Thr outburat of 1918, somewhere ia 
Siberia, which fieally ew about 18,000,000 people all over the 
‘world and weakened the bodies and minds of some 60,000,000 mote 
was, I dase xy, cue of $0,000 which emote she cace siace dewa day. 
‘Who lived through these horror? Surely people bleed with wome 
‘marked roughaent of body, if oe of mind. Did that toughnea curry 
smth it dalaem too? That w the problem which must be anived enoc 
lame, 








wal that detibecately sues inet pid by et 
ing and taking aurcotica, Than hosnble pervernon of wholewme 
Denrrways ht, os the ote cautious excamace, doubled the emsouat of 
stupidity 10 the world; wod has cont che burzaa cuce, 10 Golery and 
eam o wu fac greater thes the valuc of all the house, stores, fee. 
forien culls, sud public edi6ees the world. Io blunders, acts of 
cruelty, egomanias, megalomasiex lunatic drives, and similar act 
‘he price we pay for Out velfabose eacoote und der all state 
oust, 
Look Gra a the deadliet grospe of aulten, auth s opiomn, co 
‘xine, heroia, znd morphine. For every wagle gia of ther which 
ick mon noed oa med:cu orders, rapid men devour or shale oF io. 
Jeet sane grate for no other purpove Goes {2 make dhenselven si 
upider and to enjoy the pervers plestures of wpa. And of all peo- 
les we Americans drog ocracives worst Lutes eo the U.8, Treat 























sy’ special report of 1919 ox "TeafSc ia Nascotc Druge” The 
‘proved coamamptos of opin ia as follows: 

Aura 1/2103/5 grain per capita year. 

aly ee 

Gemey 9 2 MH 

Portege! mess 

France aoe we 

Holland meee 

United Same 3600 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
0, you see, for every grasa which an Austrian conmme, we WE 
‘72 ginal 
‘Bear in caind that this a merely the amount which appears on 
‘wrioas records. The uauggled volume is anknowa; yet ali experts 
gree thot it far excords the legalized. The opm council of the 
League of Nations, » few yeaza ogo, pethered the best extimates of 
ruadry investigntary the world over and found them converging, 
pretty closely om the gure of €.600 tars « year. Now, 2 t02 of opiom 
= Tot of aupor. Were we ta allow every mac, women and child oa 
earth x dose af 450 msllagams sncealiy, the whale world would need 
‘aly 786 ts af the vad, 
‘The namber of 











‘Bove who drug themscives at fly long ietervas washout wocumb- 
{ng uteriy tothe nareote mest be teormoux Among my own circle 
af tojonineancesT know «yore or more—seary all of then women 
ST AEs wl tht of codeine or sme weil Brag whenescr they 
fet nto w hte trouble ot have headache. (Chas teuy, by te 
fray, that wornen are atacied 19 drugs much more thes ty the 
Tider tapetacuoos of aleobol) Ik ay well be that «0 many at 
$00,000 or 009000 Atnerscasn sac dope eacugh t0 lower tha 
froral lve eaiavty comnderbiy. 

‘Now forslehol. Amercae drink around 2000000000 gallons 
ot ber end 200 00000 gallon of herd nquor every yee. Hard cider 
fu ne are bard to srarore,becane farmer to eter coos 
{elk mate se mach for hone me, prokibien or no probiem. Bat 
sre probably ehactd add at lew eather 100/00.00 gallos to the 
{eu of eleabol ia which nupid Ammericame swiss logy. This amoosts 
to sme 4 gallos per capia-yearofsirivou Lguor for al alt 
tnd nearigegrown yout; aed about 2 2/3 gallons of et foreach, 
5a you tet, tings have not changed forthe Beer siace piooees day 
whan scfabur vie Ge ttameck war teceadout; wits he Od 
‘esate by esti toon of Calorie that fully one alf of a the 
{ld taken out ofthe unr’ hile nd rverbeda went ino tha hands of 
locekerpers before even wanted for fan Frances. Tt this i 
uta fir tae, at any sae coatdon more er thao cb, at 
‘ih wadests of ely Ameticn cam soy. 

‘we coavert all this proigion aiake of anrconc deitlizcct 
lato ula of aopidiy? After «fain, yen Tn calnleting Ge po- 
[e5) 




















craors 
tency ofthe droga ict wa wart wide the Kxows fat that a ice a 
1d gain of morphsne taken Sil for three or four wes acs 
to hatin many ean. Fora 0x84, ve grata of om 
Keep the aupor goog for twemyfocr how Using timer un 
thillengd cbperesocct ano gaat, we arene at smathing ke THe 
{ollowng ae of pomas 

2 prin op, cose, epson profondy apd for 1 
oar, 

172 pit of whuiky, gm or other heanyspintuous quar does the 

1 pt of wane done the ee. 

1 are of beer doce the ee 

‘Tote ofcally recorded coonenption of dup, ad S09, to cover 
the imagaied 204 seerelycoanactured nll Row spend ll 2e2- 
Coli eantumptice over the 7500000 adult and elroont adel pep 
inion and what appear? 

ch woch Amencaa it raped 108 hours « year trom dope; 64 
nour ftom prreace igor; tad 106 hour ftom bese ad lever 
foals From ll thre forme of eit-abusc he keys bionelt prod 
stupid for 278 hours a year. Could we but estimate the secondary sto 
Pie of his hsy-over, thee we would come cot othe te hot 
ot. For cae hour of almoat evry working day (dv allowance mde 
{or Sundam, bolts aad rammer raceoes) ut pote were 
ge American wo wopid Ot be can tink cles on naciog wht. 
Aoever aod can do aething at demands eves low-grade denen oF 
pee. 

‘What iin the hou, bois eailed pom tn act in» eri? 

aud ot history forthe ane. 

‘Attar pancramm, i sees rather silly to bring 

















adults aed older adoleicezss Barn xp abort 1,333 of chese peny pal- 
sonees per capita, or neatly four a day. This i bacdly enough to grow 
Inymoricad aver; but add to it the fact that, when we e€4 pipe to- 
‘aero, cigtn, and mo, we ue op ararly ten pound of tobacea & 
eer, the expert oz weupidity owt nt up and take aotice. For that 
‘amount surely dulls estay an boar ix the life of every umaker. Aud 
thar, indeed, 9 exactly why mex and women wncke? they want t 
“et down,” they sigh to celex after bard work or worry. Almost 
9 Se Kr et 
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cigarettes one cigs, of afer two pipe. Bat oobody, wo far wT 
tom, waka ace «protovedy pid vate even ster bat of ano 
ings we betooecatestd lng before we las our beads 

So we deal here with mach wmalley dt of empty. Maybe 
iprcies onc afr another, wil eewM a2 gente expdicy—eay 
fuse enough o cause a man 65 be cutwrted se « delientlyealaleed 
inaunen det, oe Jue enough to mabe 0 young indy eo dol sad 
‘ntatrectlog, hence uadenbe Amarne dy, ut for fa then each 
‘eof a 7,000,000 Americans whe have retched the age of dere: 
tion and wcth-abwe sadece in bhael! shoot 222 hour f thie soft 
talt-witedocs Cope end pipes wil add goothee 75 hours to thle 
‘Toul, 297 boar. So we have, = tl, tbo! ose hour each working 
day foc ald opty tod anoher Boe forthe profoved ruprie 
previouly meatoned. 

Even wy we are the oberat ofall greet poopie exept oly the 
Jepanes “AIL Atri i drunk ater every vamsct™ Bo declare Cou: 
denhove and other aathorsien on the Diack cootnest. Two-thirds of 
‘Sous Ameria is never fully aber th ite etanoryof sore of 
‘inet eo, diplomaty aod eeatins of Ioog experience 10 Las 
‘America wits whow [bere dacuse the matte, Rothe 
Irlight of vik om which ony «few wpeion pole vt 
Concrae, lay sod Frasce hiecough genty they sect uP 
iowa berwers midday wrae und tvcwag brvndy. Ben wih tet 
heer ond pct dtm to 4 trocking rae of watensem, Germany, 
Holland and Baglaod reel along, ast que drunk but woh a bet” 

“The West Inive are an endow esp Ia 



























foalih, ignorant, depraved, vepersutions, or impoverished by wars, 
‘conspiracies, feuds, and fexsds? What woader, also, thet good soult 
eam fo reform drunkards and drag addica? We are nor food of 
imoralfning—sanelly a stupid exterprise—but sin eaty to eympathize 
‘with all who woold try t make Gye world boar-dry, eves though 
‘re heliovs that their affors are doomed 19 tot failure, 

Men deug themelves—be it with opiues or with tobacco, with 


‘um or with « mallow pipe bicad—beenuie of their own iasdequate 

perwoualitica Taadequate to whit? Somctimes to theit own ego and 

fs ambisias; sometimes ta the demands of love fe; wometimes m2 
196] 





crcLors 
the werain and worry of the jab; rometimen to the chokiog wet beat 
cof summer; somedimes to the deprewing izolation of mining comps 
seetioa tothe death of psa... Hua uxybody ever Lined every” 
thing t which « man oy fad himeeif inadequate? 

‘The wagedy of the whole wxzy mem i that dose who wre moat 
‘ercely urged from withia to drag Qoeaueives ara che vary oppotte 
cof rapid; they are hypeneasitive, at leat relative t the situation 
provoking them to marcas They fee! things keenly bor lack some 
All or tome opportanty that sakes for 2 well-balanced Ife. 80 
they crave to forges, 0 excape, to Sed 4 pleerant ult deception in 
soate diserdeced dream Of the severa! buadced heavy dniaken T 
‘have known well, ot more than a handful falled to reveal, early 

er acqaniarance, the familiar signs of « saledjoated mortal. Thi 

the verdict of the chais, too. The rare and shining excepticot 
‘were men of immente enttgy and high abity who drove hatd 
through their day's work aod drank by the bucket in order to relax, 
Aotget their offce, and fall asleep early. 














During tbe hundreds of hovnnde of warm years beoeen them 
ate the sve valleys of Burope and Aue weet tig of ages 
‘through which elephants and chinocer: leaned their bulk, manching 
paths through the greenery, a1 wall as shadows. Over exdle ple 
‘beyond these rvery there drifted such berds of bison, deer, and boree 
as hooters may dream about in drunkes nightmares. They were herds 
ile that eral ace which, wih she at geatato's Zoey, = 
itt te deuth dowe i he Ralabart Deaefa hero en of a 
Are of erates wich flowed aver Afsicn ikem ram of grat 
hoppers 

“And what of sun ic the dap? 

Hie had aot yet laroed toe ei plant sex ad amatthareer. 
Sob Lived of te land and, becane be cee omnaivorom be ot 
Ted mang n conare of more Emted tases ad digeive power 
Hie ha te or uo sil n king tol sd weapons, hea howe 
‘esd eocomped ia apd we he er bur, he bad eo Toter abot 
the edge of the moltdes, ph of Taco supa, taney tek 
Sew Sa ant ern i Meing ehc pee e 











HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
terible drongh, whes the herds dimppeared it quett of faroft 
‘water, man bed fo grow bolder ia hu salts aad wwe In the 
‘Sune: When wiotes overtook him, be id in cxees and fought off the 
{reat wolves ofthe fren, beisuog them wth wroaea mcg Ixpod xt 
Bima. If food ran low at winters exc ho tapped strangers and ate 
‘them; an, if 0 eaagee thowed up, reloctady Be comrumed his 
srandpareza, 

‘Thvoophant che Early Stone Age he became sled ix making und 
setoog tay fr lide ereansex He fry walla roe and weed bards 
tr they dowed. He crept up om Ssh in poaly after the canner of the 
Shy ea By he Middte Stone Age be had become « mighty hunter, 
fost fart of all the killers For sow be war fubioamg chor, 
immer, needle pean, arzom, end othe paraphernalia of over. 

things "The bout of fear had pared’ Henceforth in bane 
‘well armed, he tallied fords agar: dre wooly eamanoth ead made 
Farhan bubecoe He emooped dowe pas tbe bison tadaunted, 
‘And wha food was scace, be traad bu new weapons epeinn other 
‘men who vind with hiss for pomewon of provender. THe UBArmed 
Tost out, the Killer lived and faencd 




















slted to he playful. Azd play became thow-clf, Boon after learning 
feed his belly, the killer learned to feed but ep. 
Te in reasonable to enppose that, with the comng of 
the killee quickly ealarged his power and prestige. For, 
tillage enabled a bandred people to exist where only one 
‘Men tetled where the wil was sicher and easest to work. Towns 
‘sprang up. Within « few generation, we may fel ete, the occupants 
Of the fat lands hed ta ight of the envious and hungey 1 the nur- 
uunding baerens and steept. He who Sas not goes forth ta get. He 
‘tho fhat sands fase and fights off shove wha have aot The faster 
‘people bred, the thicker grew the ring of hougry foe around each fat 
Plain. Reace the ereer dhe battler. Bar-and now we ceach e erin 
‘human eveate—the villagers generally wos, whea the oddy were 
‘ot too ovecwhelmiog againtt the; for, by toe mer: act of lag in 
ppertonal contact, with fed abodes, they had become a g40, wit 
‘ang leaders wod « fin seray of gangucri over ready foc a Sight wo the 
Ah. Tee nema fy, o he ether hand, were wanpenend and 
my 















ercrors 
simles except ia cir common eagerneat to seize the rich food mp- 

plies of the villagers. 
“Thu begus the alow doranion ofthe tows over the couary, which 
ia not yet somplete—but probably will be wathis a few more eet 
vile 






‘he gaagater who ral muuataian it And the aaure at bu 
tuk a vach ws mae hi wel ieee cad bled ead a 





leaders? Mut they be ax brash ta their gangean? 

"The questo is by no means as simple an parities would Like 10 
make 1 Al Capone (to tke the ekisiog example which the new 
paper headtines have conspired to cake inevitable) surely 
awed with mental abilities far above those of the ordinary citi 
‘ho bust beer from his corporationn; and he it il farther above 
feedle-minded guamen who spray Chicago's atzecn w! 
from their automobile cuocing boards. Likewise with cost village 
sping leaders vince 10,000 a.c. How else could they head gangy 
lem they exceliod the wverage gangpter is wtrcugdh snd in cunning? 

"There in rouch new evidence from the laberetoria to tspport 

ahe view the while nor all men of eopriorplowgue and health 
are highly iateligent, oeverthelem the highly iatelligent are, 
4 group, emphatically raperior to the wob-inelligent fo these re- 
‘pee, a4 well at i atetace. All cecent research seat geaivice and 
college graduate of high ability and oontandeg banner rccenct 
‘eoaverges opon this conclasion. Bo far a1 cor present arguments 
fp, t makes n0 diflereace which in cause and which effect: perbape 
igang leaders were those who ate the most sourishing food and came 
From home which oftered them uendry advantages 'o learning. 
teicka and i exercising one's wits, and pechepe again the reverse 
snuy have been the came. At all event, leadere have always cuuhone 
saderlings. 

‘Bat does this iply that, since the rie of wilage gang, the Jeadsre 
shave multiplied and heve dlued thelr high mentality through the 
Iherda? If oy theo—ar sexe muliteret heve warmly argued—war 
verver aatvre' highest cad, the iemprovemest of our species Frou 
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HISYORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
conch brew beter men emerge. A pretty theory, bat paceat nonteate, 

"War tends to wipe our the iatelligest far more rapidly then the 
upd. Nobody bes ever demoaurrated chis more vigoromly than 
David Smarr Jordan, who devoted many years of hit loog aad bril- 











were rabid 10 
and latlligence. 
Jordan sum up 


1. The leading men of the outh were pat of select companies, 
ed these were the veto ealite * 


2. ‘The flower of the people weat into the wor at the be 
and of these from 20% to 40% died before the end. 


3. War took chiedly the physically 6; the unt remaining behind. 


‘4 Coneripa thong ia many ene the ogaa of voluateey, were 
ae tecage Sater whe later moral aB0- phil 
‘ealten aking poorer welder, 


5: pr rather goal mmber (rahe) fe the bile 

noes to evold coorcrspdos. Others deserted from 

Fotsed Uhem. These suffered such inconvenience 
ber te tom of hte 


6 Thvphe min op ng ed 
Dy eawrawe mayen 

















7 The rele wan wha the mee of higher: characte and quatig 
tore Tnegty the bewot af war aed ont more hewvy Baa thet 
ira Toes wae produced ¢chuage a the baluce of okey 


the ‘of the bet types witboo! core: 
poudang reyetin of te lem deirable cura, x condition which 


‘far prjeset int the se generale ects the nator 
vedo have progeny sad the echers did sot 


‘Thos with every grest war, except perhape thowe ia which most 
foldiers have bees slaves. "Those who Sight the mort survive the 








Pe pi Mey wr Bd ees Tae see Maree? kr 
ate Sea Sees Ata dee tahoe 
Tied} 


crciors 
oan” Oficers pre weeded xt twice ot faut at privates—for obvious 
reaons And—alio for ohvioas zeatons—aficers tend to be wapercr 
‘mautlly. §0 hers, ax alawhere, the eupid wis. 

To the World War they wos as sever before. When the History 
of Human Stopidity is uodereakea, long after tus predode has born 
orgoten, ove ar owe volumes will be devoted to e Furvey of the fall 
fn Intelligeoce in the warring cosntries;<0d, wile we cannot ac 
pate the statinics, we have eo heutiacy in forecening ¢ dismal 

ill be weange indeed fit does tot show that the France 

at Teast 25% lem stepid thas the France of 1932; that 

the Ruuia of 1914 was perhaps 30% more intellyzent thea the herde 

of Stalin; thar the Eagland of 1914 was fully SO% shcewder, wies, 

ener, more alert, and generally bener than the sorry rae of 

‘pallid heggues und loafers now living ox x dole aud great memonce 
of empute, 

‘Nor were the men of 1914 haif the men of yore, Certainly the Ege 
shaman of 1914 wag not the Exgluuhman of Queen Elisabeth's 
‘ur diy—or ele all records are tals. Sorely the Frenchean 
‘was a dull reflection ofthe maa who stuck gown the decad 
sen of Vervilice.‘Che verab broed grows rerubbier after each great 
‘war. Downwaed the course of empice takes its way. Ad 19 time it 
comes back to ity begiaaingy, the Man with « Hoe, who, sterog at 





















Spin 


‘The ed dowaward course ofthe kille it een nowhere more vindly 
than in Spain. Heze you may sill we the peehirtone man working 
fields i his prehiarare way. He wes « pointed tick tipped with iro0 
‘to plow bis wil, ead the lanplement Barely eratches the varface, Aad 
‘et agriculture is far and away the larga sod mor wmportan :2dur 
{rym the country! 

"You may algo witnes the deawang of water inthe prebstoric man 
ner, Roughly hewo woodex wheels heving earthen pimbert tied to 
(heir rim are curned exter by the women or by donkeyy harnomed to 
a revolving that. 

‘Wh ba an ofthe si oc idle Stam ge could goon 





EISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
{Os when all around hin other people do things ia new and beter 
sway? Spain has aot been cutoff (cam the world os Choma and Japan 
wate tor centuries Hi 
sens have vised ber by the teas of shoorands for kmunets a for 
pleasure Her Basques and ber Catalans are hand-working folk, he 
‘Basques ia pavacoler havieg marked busines sase io « wile wy. 
‘Yet they change not, exeept ander preure from the ling clates, 
who ace far moce Freach aad English than they are Spanish. 
‘Should we nat observe here that every period of 3 
‘and theee have becg several soch—bis bees one sa 
‘0-Bpanith race ruled the land with « Gem hand? The itt and by 
‘era fell 13 the fit and second centuries of the 
then st woe thatthe Romana tock charge af the 
‘mitea aod developed them to the ator for the take of Camtr's le 
gions. Mazy great admisitrators weat from Rome fe Spain is those 
daye; and there Trajan 20d Hiadroen were bora, though not of mative 
Hock, be it added. In thote days theee or four toes ax many people 
dwelt ia the land ax oow do. And all Lived far beter than the modern. 
‘Agia tere was dhe Long balf-millenaivm of Arab caltare, which, in 
tents waye earpuaed the Roman. Wheo it was drives out by brut 
fighters and fanatics, Spain saak back into her extural state of 1g- 
‘orance, sopenttion, poverty, and slf-nunsfaction. Of late the Eng- 
Tinh have beex gaining economic cootral there aad will, n time, de- 
velop « new prosperity—pethape aftct two or three generations 
Having meagre knowiedge of the Spamard, 1 
‘euy to accept the commen opiaica Out he ib fncompreheanble to 
‘people of the North Enropean sock. Fortunstely, though, we may 
a ho make-ap without pretending to any 
8 eatre perwonale. Like the color of 
iupid acton pattern may easily be sdeatifed even 
though we know Ute alse about the indevidaal So T shall take oy 
chance of chartccrising, in part bat not an whole, the moder 
Laybeid of many primitive homas socks which in aow called by the 
‘ceamis enumersior Speaish. The wide gxpt in the description all 
epreseat pure ignocance ox my own part. But, at few readers cto 
ll the gaps, the later do not distress me great. For the Spanish 
ecology ia admitdly « passe evs thew who Snow Span 


The Sania she poco span cf Dih-aede Sone Age 



































crctors 

sap surviving in all Europe, jest ax the wert costt roral Irish are 
the bert low-grade types. The key to understanding Spain saunt be 
Sound in the fact that ts people have not yet grasped the elements 
of group life, city 

of the Spanard, 







Keptering ba coms cle to sng 1 jor 
wu in other eepec be laps sto te et Temonte eoncieg™ 
Heiser his keer whes he decare: 











“Byery Spaniard sands witty end alone, lke Don Quazate: 
this haw ereryon ia de nt 


ii 
Ei 
H 


oe it 
umice ean become cai 
Exprewion of the Ioquistooe iden. To thin cose it in prewaly. 
‘Permonal pannoas of the will co live und the wil to power Whi 
Boaze to the fore. Nothing was ever moce popula: ip Spain than 
the Tea ‘every coovemeat for jurnce wevitably ext Up, 
fa Spain, at an Tngasinoa.” 





Keperling later ade that, ic Spaia, “ibe primeval basic toon of 
carthly life sound forth in perfeet naivetd, condoning 







ight, bur not at al! orignal with Key 
Imuny earlier smpresiaes and erudic. The 8p3 
for abstract thiskong: To this he sands atthe pole of humasity opp0- 
tite ta that occupied by the ancient Advenien and the modeca Ger- 
‘tun, He does not think of hioaelf as epirit but at Seah; he ia of the 
‘arth earth. ALT hit prychie proceaes focus upen his own 
‘crienne— whatever Gat any chance t be. While Waren Burope 
ae A, eg pe 5 

(193) 








HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
std Amcsica have boca ewseping along wward « double goal— 
completr conquest of the phyncal envizoamest and uber orgesiz 
‘nen of individualy into social esta for the control end eejoyment 
cof that exvironment—the Spaserd hes wood sil rooted oa the spot 
where ood hw wuody ancastar of the arly Stove Age. 

‘Mote penetrating than Keyserling, at weil ay more acholarly, 
Satvador de Madanags, who apty descnber one of the derpest 
haracteritic of his awa race when he ma, ofthe Span 





“We have aca that he dote ot enter isto thi ott ther 
hem aiwayy bie whole sll wherever he it Tr. Gureforeaatal 
hat he Would got eater ea things aalew ‘re worth 
‘wie. Thigcbrerertan Grown 4 oem pit Soe Babeoal 
ifference of the moun of paswoa. Hu ce in only apparent. 
‘Ax atom ie create bie wdindual ben, and hs 
‘ery scone of the Ifestrear evar pretest ye hit perso 
‘pave, ab we have ounce neta feta of bi GyehSTOy. 
‘While the a of Ube Baglihous i to act and Fre 
and, the ac of the Spa 

















‘hich w never—aave uczdentally focused oo things or power oF 
Bory ov ater Individoale. Today he may doze for hours in the 
thede; tomecrow he may up 424 off oo » Song round of vinous 
Please; nod on the neat dey be may read the hitary ofthe Ate 
hambra ward hut eyelids droop. Oster ned vieibla patera 













fs bis own producer, meger, ener, cocoate tad 


spectator. 

‘Bat thus is animal Is i the tree fax of an orgaziom which hat 
zat yet rerched the point of difcretiatng st appetites and sarereats 
ve that tt moves 10 an iadreidual direction, Te it men before the 
ecien come dows. Ir is man of the depe of Cyelopt, at simple ax 


Shesuunse, anstraightforward a the wert wind. [a him isnoae of the 
cheap ego of the inferior Iran, noae of the feline cunning of the 


age, Prana, er” Sh 
fase} 








crcxors 
debaaed Greek, acne of the fanatics, vagaricg rufSaninma, and 
‘other wa of action or ‘atelect which Fresck, Sagi, Germans, 





td Rusia show. The Spans mot Were defect sat of 





tached from all interes noch o# are imbedded ic wealth, bosioest, 
indovtry, and metersal progres, be stands voperbly but fatally 









smetna “never.” He is, x Madariaga says, a vegebond adventurer 
fond of the lang chance. And, ths scholar adda with amazing pene- 
tration, the race m houtle to techaigue; “Lor techaique biadt mea 
bret 
To other way, 10, aur Spaniaed of purest mock reveale the pris. 
‘ave azumal, He hater deals, organizing, planning, and all forms of 
joa for practical cede, When be tarot to thinking, be canbot 
analyze oor rovent; be alway contemplaica and intuit, Euhete 
and dreamer, yer; logician and creative thicker sever. Muderinge 
ddeclarey that the Spaniard thinks winle epeaking; be smprovisey at 
1he moves from intuition o intostion. He cannot think according to 
1 plan nor by focetight. I take this to meas chat the Spaniatd thinks 
‘aly a» he breather; it in one phase of the whole act of living, not 
1 duwocated or hypertophued function. 
Contruttd to the leading people of Europe asd Americ, then, 











the Spamard it much healthier, better babenced, more aatara! i the 





thos common dog, though the hiph-trocg elle often disntegr 
reoualy jst an the Wena man; thos tigers, thoogh, in che opin 
ji of toca eeperey thew giant cas often go imese 

"A. whole mun, thes, bat oa « low levell Ia bis Integrity wo 
‘Werte devists utr covy him, for be it sounder creatare thea 
swe. Yer hi eval few of us adanize hie, for be mands oo 4 plese 
between ourselves and Cyeiopt La pie of curelves, we drive romard 
ther endt nd vce things fron the perspective of oar strange line 
of match, The tends mining io Spanish autaze are 0 us the most 
inmportans; even thoagh they way Sa (an they stam to be doing), we 
sling to them. Ax group they eeeep wx cxward toward the OINOEY 
tf narars andthe conquen of eons. To mater onthe, an MH 











HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
develop ionmentc skill and power in handling objec, from the wing 
fof « butecty ap tn « batlahip. He fads this posible culy dsrough 
saalyus of space-time relations ood all that there lavalve und isp. 
Ina word, logic, mathematics, psyica, chemiftry, and engineering, 
‘But all chesecapacisis are lacking ix the Spaniard. 

He has nevec yet beea fred by the prospect of rcbduiag the forces 
cof earth, aiz, Sie and water. Why nog, I wonder? 

Tn ft beotuse he fas agver bad the pesibiines of wuch a career 
exhibited before his eyes? Hardly that! Over and over, noa-Spaniards 
have proved it to him, bat dhe proof never eachev the center of fis 

1,200 years hus eyes have beheld other races 

‘ha ows laed by conquering the soil and 
the ove beds beneath it Fut came the Rocians, heo—loog after— 
the Arabt oat of Africs, which wes thee dry forcing 1 

















Spanuh eyes ia worth repeatieg 18 code here. 

"Those Moorish invaders were shrewd bosizen orca, net at all 
fanatical. They weeted prosperity and cared aothing 

we nubyugated people to the Trae Paith. The pes 

‘em, having long eedneed peryecations and exrtioas at the fnnds 

‘the Spanish, welcomed the Araby and found Life far eamer und 
jm; forall they had to do was eo put 12 an honest day's work and 
ay theur head eax. Ce rerere they were left ln peice to enjoy the 
fruits of one of the fer agricultaral spe ever developed. 

‘These Arabe brought with them care ail in tiling and wateriog 
the oil. They covered the ila of Granada with orchards of orange, 
fig and pomegranate. They plazted thousiady of araberry rece wed 
‘bile pa tl indastry of the frat magnitude. Every peunint's Hoove 
‘as covered with cich grapes. Sheep grazed all over the higher, 
tteeper places The broud plua of the Xeail, some thictyseven 
Jeagues in circomfecence, wan metzmorphovod inte x vis irrigated 
(pitden. Sagar war: ‘qourtites, far Beyond domentic 
‘ada; so that a cich export trade war cretted. Toward the clove 
‘of the tecth cestury, ell theve engineering improvement ead scien: 

1c husbandry were supporting at immeste popaletioa. Ta Cordova 
‘census of dwelling hovtet war takea and showed some 200,000 of 
them. So it ia oot uarrmensble to iefer « city of about 1,000,000 
people! 

‘AIL this wan obverved and savied by the Spaniards for many gen 

(106) 























erations This high prosperisy mest have beca viuble and famed for 
fully veven Buodred years, from the eights extery dows to the GF 
teenth. But did a tingle Spaniard take the Inn to leant? Di the 
lund beyond the rule of che Moslems imigate ther agriculeere? Fur 
‘ram ut, Not is thi the wore ndictzseat of the Ibero-Celt. No soonet 
had the last Moslem been overwhelmed, after the surrender of Gea 
‘nada in 1492, than the victorious Spaniards allowed the whole frustfal 
region to aitk Inte dusrepa, aegiee, and eveatual ruinaticn. Spain 
‘became largely a desert—which the all in » place at borribleax the 
bleak plateass of Central Aaja. Roads faded ino paths, pathy inta 
‘mere marks acros the waite. Oace dhnving cites wntherad, went hol- 
low of bnaxanity, and Gnally crumbled. The stretch between Toledo 
ad Madrid, oace greta, rich, and thickly peopled, becers 2 dey 
detolanoa dorted wh thee ce four wresched Btone Age villager 
‘The Auripatcuna had come ito their ofa xgain. 

‘Aad there they sll are Did the Modleau axhanst the fertility 
ot the soil? Nor at all an recent soil studies have proved, The 8pan- 

nls ever even fred w and to coatiove the good works of the 
ted mnfidel ‘They soll have to import thelr wages, though the 
snfidel grew more than cuough for himself and thes, agen ago! 
‘They cannot mane thetr own fich minca The Enghsh came o and 
did that for thee Indeed, the vobstantia) prosperity of modeca Spain 

the work of foreigners. A vast deal of her moet fertile nero ei 
ue ie. (The cennos Bides this fact and is cot to be trusted; ancl 
‘of that the Goverement clames as “prodoctive ares" sv not ander 
AIL) A Spanien engineer is almont« coctradiction ia 
‘4 Spanish business man. You cxight as well speak of an 
thematician. Eeglishnea financed and built the eail- 
‘wayi, Americant put 1a the telephoocs The good hotels are owned 
and ran by foreignets; the bad aces by natives. 

"The tame insemsitivity to mathenmaticn and co he mantgemest of 
fairs appeare in i dackere gat in the ancient Spanish attend 
towned work und monzy. Tt is aotorioea that the sxndera Spaniard 
ifters Ute, fat all, from the primeval ia hun Sea coavletion thet 
the ealy proper way to become rich ist loct or che to lad teanure, 
‘The Spaniard has ever been a highwayman, a thug, and a phndercr 
of weak peoples. He has ever been intane over Jotzrics and the 
search for hutied gold. He cannot create wealth. He can oply seize 
ohne Sad oad a a ea 





























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
bey luck, then hy violence. He eansot inveet tools, maachioes, 207 
methods of maxagiag biowelf or otber people so us to beter his lot. 
He fas not the dimmest seme of progrea as it u conceived by ut 
sorthernera, He refuses so cheags, probably for che best season in 
the world; be canot! 
‘The wmon pore, autochthonow Spasand can show to his own. 
credit nothing worthy of mote i all the seafutiee chroaicled by 
itoraas. He kas aot brooght forth x single cusutrocuve tsiakee 
1m philosophy. Calderén? He attempted a great philowphy in “La 
“Yada eo Suede.” Yer he worked out magaifcent i 
indutiocdy. Ia drama, where hit achievement wis 





fof a Flemith mother, and nor, therefore, pure Spanish. 

Spain hau not produced « vingle scent of eves eecood rank; n0F, 
lunpl Crerve lately appeated with tue extraordinary autognro, ont 
engineer whae achievancets would win hum hogorable mento 
many other Wettera nation ; not ove geavu xt medicine oF surgery 
‘nat even a half-gearve fe u5y vocial waence; not ove great farmer} 
‘ot x great colonizer, tuoegh Spuia once held more colonses chan 
any other country; ot a great aavigstor aor shipbuilder, 

‘No Spaniard has ever produced ope meanore of great mauc; for 

‘it, a8 one ingredient, a certun zaathematical 

serie, ie eubordvaation of clued, and ite total 









primitive song-and-dance ruc. Here hu creations are henven!y. 
‘They fune 1 fusbion elemental, the sway of the body, the tap of the 
foot; the tam of the head, and the lyric ery which comes from hot 
flesh. Nat quite # primitive as the spostascocs wail-wiggle of the 


belongs to the samse pechlanocic stratum of the peyche. 
af the Inck of ccestive abutty sn Selds requiring 
smathemanca! and logical capacitie, I do not refer tm writer Ike 
‘Cervantes aor to painter like Velargoex, nor to any recent literary 
artic sch as they aay be. Ia the field of axalys ether of aarucal 
facta or of pose matheonatial relations ia the higher types of cre- 
ative genius, there bas never bees a single Spanierd. Or if there hes, 
Ihe is mo obscure mo be even moderately well koowa, And even wert 
‘he cited, ix would be iznporcast to inventigate hit ancestry. Ta all 
‘peobabllty, be would reveal ether than pare Bpasish becitage. 





erciors 
Tu the pase thousand years what have bees the two grenten achleve- 
ments of Spaio? The answer in ery. “Doa Quixote” and the Tou 
sucion, "Dom Quizore” uw a faldhful velf-portrat of the Spanitrd a 
tae would like w be. The 9 « fachfal porait of the 
Bpaniaed as he truly in. Hieving drawn two picaires of elf, b 
‘pesins hall, etely exbearzd, 





o- 


We observed, o a2 earlier discon, tht the men of old died 
goung, During the Baltenillion or more years before agricaltare 
hequt, the waoderiog tubes bad’ hard tne ceachlog food aed 
salir. The nck, the crippled aad One aged dropped along the 
tmacked path. The young andthe rugged weat ox. They found roy 
tenance bat paid high proce fora a the low of worldly wakona 
that felt by dhe wayide whee te elders died. The Gul mand ruled 
the work! throughoet that va pa of yea, and that is one ofthe 
thet cue of the amps of ti Man eae the 
pg come oaly throogh the socumalted Hore, sino 
SALT may peer tc praca i ey 
tt memorits an ae banded owe frat from old young, 
‘Feraung made tis pomble. For faraing sant sure food 0 one 
spot; and om chat apot men vetad down, bet houtct, fasbioged 
fools and bul ther tradiions ast e very wonsy and Joam. A 
fratrated (0 the hardabipe of amd ayy, le bec 
soft, When & man grew ol, he vl cold ponte wroond 
‘herd the sbeep, abd bose clave to tse re whe the night 
Tater, Hi sont and danghsery oo langer bad to Dave Dm behind 
1m pecish enlsecabiy—ace dud they have teat him. So be eatred 
on and on 
“That was ame Stecathoosaed or more years ago. Today, what 
a diferent scene! The warld it led by aid en and thee old 
totoan, while the young werk pay the price oft dablos Jarury. 
{Tras the elders hae conteSbuted och to the ie of eulroree—ant 
aly» fool would deny the value oftheir aerviect Bat along wt 
iBele pecaltar aiden have come ditilites whone mangoieade we 
bre jt epieafog to mrarace. These st in which here concern ah 
to thy Be we tof he mpi of the preven 


















HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
veaile. The pleeure w not at a precy; it raspe all Goce feclonge 
‘Bor i amet be deat. 

‘Mea begia to love their powers of fresh choking end connrscuve 
‘chon mech earlier thax has bees supposed. And they love thae 
completely mich later chen hat besa thoogit. Ia other wort, the 
period of decline is fang, and the decice so gece, ia the main, Dat 
Oalookers fall t sate it nod guard agaioet xt onl some duster 

‘As carly os the thirty-6fth year the bem star 
«avecage, it loses about one buadred grams before 
‘fund docreasea cammdersbly. The endocrine acovitica all wart to sub- 
ic, geotly a8 9 rule, eometume around forty-five, The serual fuue- 
‘vows drop fru and fanten. Amng the vente orgues, taste die first 

sage areas 00 the tongue aod inthe lining of the mouth completely 
lone there senativity. The ced of the oparade 1 reached by the cut 
ooo afer the thirtieth year; its keeunest warner soewsarably thereafter 
and tends to decline progreanvely bat slowly. As the akin drier and 
‘toughens ic loves iis fine receptmty, to0; ad, as yoo know, the 
‘normal skin start to become mere hide in the etry fortion 

‘The teding of perceptions bas larly been stodind from a fresh 
angle by W. R Mules and Bronsoa Price, at Stanford Unive 
‘Theve prychologues ened veven hundred and rwenry sndivi 
‘whove ager ranged from sevecteen to ainey.two years; they fou 
thar the ability to perceive object starm to dechite at early 14 the 
seventeenth year, ttrange 10 oxy. The first declie in very slow and 
‘ery loop; it castinoss, amar impercepubly, op to the sisty- 
econd year of thereabouts Then the slump is fast. At fifty 
fan perceives chiags azouad Rum sbost a1 well os be did whes 
fourteen. At eighty, be doce at ao beter than a nx-yeur-old. 

‘You cust understand that ths in aot a matter of eyenght alone; 
it ina matter of ootiong aed identifying duege at sach, in one's 

[Teta the tor of peretinng that comes into play when 
yon walk ita « rove, glaace around qoickly, rep out, and then 
fell somebody what you votieed there. I¢ measures ip one important 
ssunner the speed and sevarecy with which yos size up a new sntu- 
son. hit ability, ax you know, is a prime soquutt: in running « 
‘busines or in exanaging a goveramect; itis the Ky to roooce 
such high-speed operations ax runaing'« war. Bot who rune great 
‘butinesea and governments sad wars? Aa will wom be sbown more 

c0] 













































crcLors 
fully, mes well past Sfry; mes beeween Sty-fve and seventy, 49 4 
rule. The average age at which a person is aimittd to the pager of 
“Vbo's Who ia America” u Sfty-one; a0 it ix not unreaoadble to 
‘woume thet the leaéert unt be somewhat cider, for 4 man becomes 
‘prominent in hia fcld before ke rise to the top of x. Lf we eal! the 
leaders men of Sfty-alx co saxty Sve, our ercor wil sately be rivin, 
‘Taking this atime, tha, we find that American leeders probably 
prrocive things (apd sine sp strange sitoationt) wa better then & 








child of te or ewelve yeara True, they will reflect upon what they 
have perorived 1m  supersor coanaer; But the ecvola of ceection 
‘willbe lusited by what they maw and heard. 

Memory weakeas very slowly fa cariy middle age, then 





lenges. This lt why, as people grow old, they naturally come 
to live more aod sare ia their own past, The present eam Lite 
to them, for they are stoporoun toward it. And very old people be- 
ome hile chdren 
"The enecay level dechnes 1a a3 useves curve, urotlly beginning 
yuet before forty. The slamp at Grxt in very vbyht, thea sometime 
1m the ate fortin or early ities « ahesp dip cecary; after shat « 
tuoderately long, Yow platezs of helt-power, thex is the muG-aixiey 
‘second drop, In eatly muddle age, energy tusplat hat beeo con- 
ted; benoeforth all at oan can moster oust be uted to owintaia 
body funciona. Nove ia lett over tor fn play, heace hte 
for evaa the viexple pleware. So lite becomes, in 3 new and often 
tragic seme, bittet struggle for existence. And rota centers hit 
though and effort moce and more opes Koxuelt. The ego fills 
‘tger segment ofthe ental horisaa. 

















-% 
‘Fuage functions. Why? Becaose these require Inte energy. They 
fobsctate for the heres, complax, stubbora realines of bosinest, 
politica, and society. All grest pinlotophic aystems are product of 
middle-aged minds So are mot of the Gctons of diplomaty and 
snatocratt. Bo ace alow political pluticemss io which netena} rdeals 
‘te profeued, So are mate mocal disqniitons. Thoogh the middle- 
uit} 





aged and she 
craving for minimal cfort and fram 4 segremon from immediate 
rations 

‘While the woeld Jog aloag sc cary prowperity, agring men came 
tw liede toable. But what bevoc they play, che icatact vast change 
‘compel urw views snd freth programs io Business, politica, d 
plomacy und indartrr! Two colomal, heart-rending inaances of thie 
‘ll so frequent social tragedy fall within the socmory of afl readers: 
the greeter one ia re World Wat, she lemes, out recent worldwide 








‘Virtually every powertul leader i Europe of 1914 wan well past 
tug prime. And pot « few were ready for the padded call where 
‘toile deowzotian ate tenderly oxrvod. Cooter these spec 
iment: ia the tuaumer whea the World War bccke oat, the following 
stateamen, generals and mere pales were of the age given: 


Clemenceau war 73 
Hliedeabarg wat 66 
Moltke was 65 
Kitchener war 4 
Foch was 63 
Jottce was 62 
Sokhoonliaoft wes 62 
Axquith was 62 
Wilton wis $8, 
Searcaly « man of Sint wmportance 1m she poliueal or military 
management of the war was sn hu fortis: the two abusing exceptions 
were Ladendaef, who wus forty-mne, aod Wasstan Church, who 











‘Of this thort lat the oldeet was by all odds the gravest 
mankind at large. The old Tiges lived up t hia mame und reputation, 
tv all the hoaent bittoris dicose. A wid anizaal in panty, he culed 
‘by brute fore by feline camping, and by chat mupedity of the Preach 
peasant which in Clemencean, was rated to the ath power. Hu 
mind had oped growing halt « generation before the war—and 
Stuer ha Been ch of Bot wa ecked is ali 








crcuors 
_made op for in phyca exces. Europe bas pxid« prety pice for 

Hig ot corpus and barns of money, And whet 4d 
7 He aed, for te nonce,» cunning pluocrecy and 
4 dam pemuetry which call aeacive France 

Kitchener and Paps Joffre were old fools, never anything ele 
seve in et yoat, when they were yout fools Ir baa bee seroaly 
cri by obervant Eogfahmes thot Kitchener wat he sopidet 
fs ho ever became fazoes; ed ea Bard we refs tia ceed 
Slaim. In the prmencr of Bs menory, al he daskey ln, The 
shlethitorade ofthe war exoag the Bogbsb 00 len tan fa her 
lands agro cmenially inthe wercct het sat vey at of Ktch- 

aieed with stupidity that wae per ane, par 4c. 
and partly 
Srosenile, Tate last pare that ners nfo the treet, The 
tian bed lot a ooch with Efe He ws living ia fend cre whet 
the German enept dows epco Begins. 

‘When Kitchener took conto) ofthe Wer OfSce ia Augut, 1914, 
ie biographer, Repald Vncoua Esher, tie to be charitable to 
trad the ed en, Hot Lord Kitchener “ous wa longer the Ke of K 
31 Oe Sodas and South Afrcy, nd he only ax yet was re of the 
traple tact... He waa ipertecly afore. Hc bud oo knowl ge 
Uf the orpeasason of tbe Army or the methods of Puslsmentary 
raul tod al that Gove hing meas in the adminorson of ¢ 
‘eblc oe. La this vovel aphere he wis Balled and lon coutdrnce 
1 Biwi" Por which lack be eompezseted wish nile pigsoaded- 

“There hacdy 4 sate perfect iuraion of middi-agnd wa: 
sity than até Ritcheser wopeadoct Blunder wm ordering the 
‘wrong Kind of abel tor troch wartace ducing due World War. 

p of Coe Bar Wear ia 1900, Kitchener fxd 

dn nang shrapoc,sdatedlystelem for moders waster. He w 
‘epeatdly ward of fag, a0 of the nec for bigh explosive 
Atta which woold dyeamit cir way through coomy «aches 
Kitchener pered vids hue neiqnted wenpony which Batly 
og 
{515 the Germazs mowed dow the Brith by the thoeandfxing 
sheaves harks to potere weapon, bata zound wo heeded mea 

‘vt 1 appeat tobe pecking wafsiiy oo the wldiery let me ad 
nto moran td ante ie mileage betel 

ares 
























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
thangs equally. Where cea we find» move laminating species of 
premiie thinking than Woodrow Willon's famous (and, thank 
Heaven, funtel) fight at Veruniles w insert ‘aun the Covenant of 
the League of Nations 2 claese procisimang the equality of all 

a? According to Dr. E. J. Dilloa,* Wilton declared that 
“a the treatment of religious coxfeanons fas beea 







ext 
‘atablubing absclute equality of creeds and coafemsoas.” 
tia: Wien had lng wet goveraret 1 olege bent 





‘nonply because it wold have required a change 12 the Brush Coa- 
tution fim of all. At Lord Robert Cecil tctflly cemurkod at 
the hearings on the claus, chaz Coastitution now forbids » Catholic 

‘or to nt as Lord Chancellor 2 the Upper Hous. 
[Nor did thu schoolmaster realize the trerecedoos charge of polineal 
<@ynamice {n bis procs wish: st would have surred up a score of old 
ccontroveraie iz Fraace, where the relaiots of Catholics to the sta 
Ihave Jong bees « source of vexation; it would have given che Fleax 
Inga «fine chance to wart # frah row am Belgram; ond che Italana 
‘Would rarely have ended up ve & Gat fight oF worse. 

"How did Wels came 1 make uve religiose pve one of the 
‘main conteanioas? The prychology of hut age and temperament alone 
‘caplet He wan cloe to sty-theee years old xt Verullon aod 
‘energing never hgh, had slumped so much that hue fsend were wax 
foun, Ever a varbsl idealut, hw retrogremans had acoclerated trom 
the moment he wat compelied to face immense, incalculable realties 
























ina the gunc of wateamea and reformers, Wilton 
Iapeed into «play of geatle ident, Ceotucics have pried since ce 
‘ngaona wars have cavaged the Were World; and, a every studeat 
of modera afair can tatty, even the old-teme relipiout wary were 
largely meas for economic stragusea. It ia oxiy smong 
barbarian herds, 











7 te ry fe Pee Gc” 8, 
Tus] 


crciors 
‘Bee fight for creis; and even they fight more for cash chao for 
Heaven's ugh cause Wiles thoughts weat back to the vchool 
Dinories of hie own youts—probably ender che deft wzulation of 
sundry hzea Zion wi Bong ox hey fk ike ferches Tot a 
Kitchener, im unile memory, wained pon verapael and celected 
‘ugh explores for war, sa Wilton eyeced the teabm of thor 
cuphly disllgnoned worls end ordered the high explonves of te 
Tigouyzeaoiy fr the dae of peace. 

‘Wil, hd ripe wat ot halt to Da a tev! aden 
cher polincians, buskert, promore els before, dr: 
iheread afer te World War All of the wee tren op os 

ingly ecwae 3 
Blanged them mio totaly wzange ntsaionsealing fr {3H aking, 
faut ang, mble negating an waite of titede to Rit each ean 
sm the fortune of wat, When we ptepare our Gaal Hhaory of Su 
uty, We shall have troche condeasing into fewer than ta volumes 
the trap-comedy of the anddleaged and eksriy paioa who, by 
pooling terrdutzess aad these eafecicd penonaltin, managed £0 
htuer and pauperiee Europe for « cesta. 

"in faraem those volumes must be followed by 
cahibit the price that edutry aed trade, che world over, 
the domvastioe of preseale prewdeot end seme chuirnea of the 
‘oarde of directors If the fact can be peblnbed wathost wade 
iene the tnesianed, they wall emvioce the woe skeptical that 
‘re mint gain control of the ch, che powerte, and the egotrical 
Zaptoay of lodry, to deliver eurilves fram economie danger. 
‘What can be dove shoct them? 









































when we comuder the problems of statesoanship arinag out of 
‘human stupidity 


Mind sipsoa oaly through wie. Each set adds something to the 
arructure of nerve Each hour of nection withholds achievemeat, 


creat whatacever, 
ag dull and clomey. They mest secmble children wha grow up 
Tis} 
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sane ia ark laa; rach meds a they havea mere white sprouts 
[roping toward ght like chee ox the imprivoaed pola. 

Foc the et 100 yar ranger hi cn he ae of Rana 

og ned cbyerving the 

xwaardinary inadeqeacy af wimaletion sn the norma) envronmcn! 
of tnt accuned Tana Inte primer of pgchology, Rubia sana for 
ase Let on see how. 

"Who rls xboct the Resin ia the way we ay ‘uty talk abost 
the Japanese or the Bris betiay hit sgzoraace. Ri 
Tin not a uation Tee aot  tradiion Te 
saterea sclimaz Tew merely» place And voc 

TNot a race! Rather scores of vaces ‘ga jumble of tongues and 
uname: old Slav, Ural-Altie folk, Mongols, Turk, Germ, 
‘Tatar, Tuske-Tatary, Torko-Mongol, Blavo-Teuto-Torko-Mon- 
014 and x thoustod vod one leer buardet aod brothel babe, aot 
{fo mestion that aow deposed handful of Scatdizavist-Teatone 
spat for rertiny ld he pens ed ele go 
And theo, of cou Me Aud, 

















hounds Hlow can we optak of all thar ia ¢ wngle judgment? 
Impotible, of courte. Among them mart be el sory and conditions 





00; this i» admited by ts present form of 
alls ihelf the Union of Soviet Repub- 
tick, To peoples differ among themelvey so greatly thet geunae 
political uaity is oot of the quetion for many, many years yet 10 
come. This, af course, dors not imply that the Soviet ségime may 
rot prosper. It mecely indicates that whatever euccea it ataine and 
‘ets will Be on some other batit, probably that of = benevoleat 
espotion—one of the sicett of all government, whule its wood 
ian 
‘Rach racial group Bas its own coltere and tradition, of course: 
id you know thet, for « rosad century, one of the pureat German 
intiew inthe world bar been aloeg the Volga? Catheriae the Great 














crcLors 
there. So with many other peoples. Nobody knows how many il: 
ious of Germea origa live in Reuia; but you may be sive thet 
‘mont of che busines and induary of thac country is in their hands, 
‘And oe unt be ox ous guard agaicatfacluding thet achievemeat 
under the head of Ruulan deta Tt wat the Germans who fictt 
stacked ead vunguiabed the locust which were « plague un Ru 

(he Gercane who got aftr the enakos which infered Central Raw 
4 4 borsble degree: the Gcrmacs who fiat handled famine relict 







‘we abandon our sorvey of Rumian 
ta policy of definition which othe 
We may tprak of dhe Rewian as Ge restic 81 
aud dwells maialy io tay villages all over dhe rich black soils of 
‘weteca, central and routhere Rimi, at well a the grain leads of 
Siberia, Ax an anthropologist wonld cerainly argue, th man ib 
the very soul of Rusia} and not all ehe polyplct trigge of the Soviet 
Republics has broica down hin racial type nor chenged by a hairs 
breadth hu mentlity. He cataambers all otber mocks hugely. 
in ethoically puse t 40 amasiog degree. Io bit communitm he 
fixed and frm, without ever thinking of it ws a politcal atom, 
sever emaigraten as an indswideal; st in the village ax « unit whi 
thinks, decides, and moren Within the range of agriculture he 
proves bighly adaptable; he becomer a Gther, « fumter, x fruit 
lerower,« cattle rancher, w market aardecer, oF » gaia farmer with 
‘tae, A' complete, all arouad man of the sil ia abort! Tha sets the 
radius of his station x24 iaserett It iodicater also the damain of 
fitien Ac he conmitetes fully $0% of all Russians, you wee 
political career of 




























Before we look ar these, we man tous into the bat a few odds and 
end) of fact about prehistoric Rusa which help ot understand this 
‘Sav, The tides of munkied hava washed any timet back and forth 
scroig what us zow called Rusia. Away back at the clove of the 
fourth lee age, the climate was much warmer and pleatexier than it 
cow it; and the cainfall was more favorable to gris and fered 
‘The land was u maee of lakes. The frightfal cuhes which now 
cover 19 many thoseandi of rare mules io the north did pot exie; 
tneoad te whole lad Gee wat oe or tr Hone fet Nabe 





HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
sbove the aa level, brace well draioed and, in the warmer climate, 
‘moet attractive fo mua 

‘Thon it eame about that our species multipliog and prospered 
there, conceivably au ate as 10,000 3c—dhough thu date i highly 
eoajectural. The remiss of prehistoric mes stound thove ald lakes 
reveal an enormous population: if may even have been the world's 
center of population for many thousand yeura Pleaty of fresh water 
plenty of wild bernes, seeds, and gram, pleaty of 
above ali, plenty of room for primeval maa to play abot 
bing elbows wagsety wrk arange asuhbon! 








drying up, the north growing colder The devert coms to have et 
croached faster upon men thes the sorthere chill; but both have 
‘unmistakably been crowding 10 08 Ruva Lock wt your map of 
‘Asia and European Ruma, aed you will wee the Loogest stretch of 





desert and half-devert om all the world, cussing roughly from Mat 
churia westward through the colowal Gobr desolenon, tence acros 
“Turkestan, and slowly fading ovt sta halt-truittul landy exroughont 
‘Asa Manor. South and east of thn latter region the devert grows 
uch worse; os blight has fella, 1a recent ellen, upon the once 
theivag Mesopotsia and, mach eariver, opoo practically ull of 
‘Acabu, The whole dreadful thing in of & pioce with the Subera, 
‘Alin the rewole of «single change of climate cauved by « single 
‘an vet of changes va the exrth’y surface aed wr 

‘Whether the cold of the north w the beginning of a new ice age 
there or merely one phate of thou long ewings of temperature which 
‘mark off the hutorieal pencod into eras of ups and dows, aobody 
an tay. Bat cur ammedite argument crn steed withoot that 18- 
formatios. For all T wih co xpress apo you w that, fst, ott of 
the migrations out of Ava and aortheastera Earope for the part 
hundred or more centsties here been caused, an the Bret anitance, 
bby famine or water shortage brought oo by increating cold on the 
‘arth ved increasing dronght ia the south: and, secandly, that the 
resent Stave are x very high type of Stoze Age humanity, » com 
pared to the present Spanisrdx. Italiass, Greeks, and Norwegians, 
Iba they linger fully $000 years behied the bert of the present West- 
fem mock, chiefly an a remalt of heir eppalling iselanon and the 
creme Rao of ei minds ed ora pee loge fea 




















cxciors 


This Szaton, co doubt, in masly cas ret of the olin; the 
smovjk of the teppes sce tong cae etc to bat the dirt 
Benen his fect Go wbitsecrceer a wll, he tom sathang but dit 
fir, and vt. So bow can he Cunge a nal? 

ere we ln bunds on the Key to Reman raps, which dep 
and. pervauve, thoog infinity few vniter then the rmpiy of 
the Spactard. We all haow thst lack of simuienos mak people 
Al, The meckusins of thi Is tow fry undermood. The bers 
‘yea gros and eins teraciog cl ater wit ae With. 
era fow lime tl devon wader only slght mrt; bat 
St never etches high tevel wotost coonderable vanty and tar 
temgy of eapervece ‘Tite tom, wwch experence sunt cm eer 
Sate The eld mam tex, beat te, fel end sel yg 
irate to tak ona yor ot top, oberve many Kinde of peop 
2d vin tinge place. He mat apply hello « vancy of 
ttadia and caren hus once ie rBney ways. Nom, apply ee 
fooumoaplace of prychlogy to your analy of the prea caret 
of e meus child i lot fern village of the Mack ane a bundced 










‘menace pardiogly Une the bears. The entire fumsly 
bed aboot sweaty-ewo Bouse our of every tweaty-foor, 
‘An lauese ero of tea u lighted ep for the whole winter, and 
‘ound 1 re placed hunks of back breed, all within reach ofthe 
For 4 laute or two daly exch meaber rouse eoough 
ible bread; thea beck v0 vweee dreans of Nirvaal 

‘0 work in dons, and an everybody sleet o& top 
the huge horizastal porcelain stove, be energy goes let; hence 
ite need be eaten. When apring arcives,ceerpbody 20 well rested. 
Wat Bow about the miod? It taka into stspotosh wactvity aad 

tage there 

‘Phe moufk isthe woriSs prive sleep wake. He ocver quite 
wakes up. When be utrves wih, be mudees crerrbing n mach 
The nema way as 8s fun aroused too quickly from slmber. This 
‘count largey, hoop’ act wholly, for his raver weakzenca, bis 
Drofoned ick of logic and hia poor obecreation Sa etter 0 which 
Ke in roppored to give bie beat atetion. Maaitestiog 4 simple love 
of eee el ace ack of workig fh emu 




















HASTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘one af the supigex agrculransts io all the world always barring 
the few shining eases ike the Spaniaré, He u not 1 be mcotioned 
jn the mme clan with the Chioese Aad ive (yx morsel of evidence, 
‘which mughe be sopplemested by thousands of other, 

He cannot eutain his effors properly even in the simplcat of 
eceusry activities oo the farm. He oeploca: weeding or hociog at 
titical momen. Whea bogs come marauding ia hit vegetables, be 
tity dally of else ashy the priet to blew the patch, Bot pechapt the 











mat nozing veopidety of all ie his failere to diucover the effect 
fof manere oa crops. The Westere reader will have 





ecstlysathing Ts railway waling roomy 
on elas groan tome ad shops Sng wae, pena 
fa evr ba pun utae'y manana for ours a welch ted tok 
Ulan te nothg a Al Saretimen, when degree ore alert, 
and there 20 daydreams ou ll the wold 

Jong athe fatto hat he 
neato Be fac are dey dew 

"Another form of th some wvper it mental nabbormset. No 

ater wut opinion the sup any bave come to aeept ely 
lite, te Basten poo at aud bec soemnive to every suRgEticn 
lending to anather ew Here ve ory lartig 

"A Keeo German farmer ear Karki? wocked nih tact ad- 
Joining + Rusia ‘The rahopper detirnded upon his whe, 
fone hr Ga, and would eve eaten cvery Blade, had che Gecma 
Sor eored tea caver tc, le fanned & ght rope bermec two 
tor, ated te sims down cpponie ne of te whest Ald 
the rope sretching nero the gran aed hing it omerdly a Ga 
hoe waked along Tha knot tbe granthoppect ofthe Made. 
‘Attire thy eetcoe tthe: plement perches sod west oo sibbog, 
Be sur they bad been dislodged several tims bythe rope they 
ae ER penn ahd own one we tS 

"The Roun had beea watching dh operation Sabi en vacuous 
sue Ae psc! ea arog a Bt om ly 
































cretors 
{id be do? You might have thought that he would brve fetched 
‘horses and a rope and beatce the creatures off Bot zot He rushed 
Off, fetched the village pres, ard had the Geld eprinkled with Roly 
vwatert Strange to relate, the grasshopper stuck 20 thele Job, and 
the moujik weat wheatles that seaton. 

oll chi nmply because ¢rypifie the mentality of this naturally 
anfoed bot thwarted race. Pechapt I might round off the tale by 
prevailed 





telling you of the cumom which the Four bockstoret 
at Kharkodt as late a8 1940 The Rumian fo acacch of learaing wad 
litecary entertament who sought volume in those eteblishsocans 
hed to pay for thems by the Russian miod, whatever bd 

‘and wan for sale cut he sold Like vegetables! There's coo 
tervative tubbomcess for yout 

trait contradict what I ssid « moment ago about the 

fe Bighly adaptable farmer? Not at all. Hi range of 
‘seuntivty is bounded definitely by the ao; ta it and with i be will 
lo simone anything, in wo far ex this means merely tng to 
any port of crop or bande azy kind of live wock. Bat be will do 
‘one of these many things alerly, eoee with creative intelligence, 
‘one with inipative. Owsiog the present single tact of rich (arm 
‘aad on earth, the Slay has worked 1 for 10,000 years without having, 
sontribated « angle soteworthy improvement to any branch of agri- 
cnltore. He hav oot designed a tool nor ax wplemeat, He bee not 
bh upon new typev of frvits or grasa. He hes eot found freab aod 
Detter ways of Gilling of of harventng. ‘The Chince, the Tgorct of 
the Ph ‘maouotaiander, the Ted, the Feench, the German, 
and—tbove all, of course, the Americaa—have all oattripped bi 
{a his own exclusive field. Aad, mind you! Toe Slev has bed Lil 
le todo tn all those millendia. To bis only specialty he it fuulre, 
“What bette proof of atupudsty Uhee that fact? 

Tf the Soviet régime can veequah the monotony of the Ruan 
steppe and the winters, we may wee the vaste releare of buman 
‘energies in all rocarded bistory. Uanl thee primary coures of t0- 
idity are removed or greatly weakened, the Slavt will not compete 
‘with the peoples af Wertero Eacope ja azy of the higher activities 
Of civiliemtion. Trus, they may wreck the world’s umber market 
land drive thomands of whet? growers out of buuocis cewhere; 
tbat they will do even thu ouly by wacking for Jow wages and living. 
lose he cooler oa he ae ofthe ei aot 

at 









































HUSTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
Siay people who do the heavy thinking for the Soviet can change 
this aevieay. 

"They cannot change it imply becamse the mony ha 





‘hin aya weaksetws nod bas fashioned » philosophy of fe which 
‘eatifes his stupidity. Talos brougl together the ancient fith 10 
arveedty sraple phase. He uae clear that “unactiity ia the mta- 





rink tea; thus alone can men sleep “with eaty,enless dreama” 
‘Guy the ideal Lfe ie one ia which there 14 bo 
struggle, po Sight. Here u she root of Ruwian pacifum; 
‘brotherly Tove, in aay active form; ie ie payee inerte, The 
Mek aff eexbition, for he lacks the vison of beter things 20 
fear than the capacity 10 manage a8 epward moveweat. He sleep 11 
1 other man slept; be sinks imo the Soupor of vodka ia week Joag, 
stretchet; he abune the day’« sk a8  peatileace; be allows his brocher 
‘mca t0 do as they Ike, oot becesse of a flerce pasion for perionel 
liberty hat wolely becuase he lacks energy and conviction to 
‘any custom of standard upon other people. Bevag thus mest, 
foredoomed to fall victan to any deapox who comes along, Agwiant 
‘Ro weapoa tave the slow accumulation of mis Tage 
_sevcration or two, explodes in volosnic fery—and 

itelligeatly ax Veravion 

‘And all because he grows up ia a2 etvironmeat which atimolatey 
om ferbly of monotonosaly, haldiog ham prnoner to the frozen 
atk for half of his Iefe When he exewpes thi priton, he expand? 
tnd proves the hugh quality of ome blood strata ia fom. But aa 

lag, a1 he remtine trapped betwoea bie Arctic tundeas and 
























the greater of ov all—afrer « hound years. The scicatiet and the 
engineer would probably exy dt Runa arupidicy wall pas ot fast 
‘2 Rusiaas baild modern cities ad move into them. 60, for the 
‘good of the world, let thet eaterprie be speeded, no matter bow 





{Foolish im by-play of poleica 

Tf delivereace ia pomible, it must be exceedingly tow. The part 

decade proven that. When the fall accouet of the Soviet effort 
[a3] 


cxciors 
‘teal the peasants a scleatific grain farmers in publuthed—an ie will 
be wathia' @ few mace geare—all diet T hive bera saying will be 
amply confirmed, The tupreme raDy of 1981 has already (ated, a6 
‘was anticipated by moet experienced observers As tha hte prelude 
(Of obms goet to pres, news comes from Moscow chet the pean 
have not been able to rave even the astal ameunt af whit; 10 Rusa 
hat opped exporting the gruc, to protect her people 4gAinr 
famiae agisa! Thus, ark you, ix year when three tumes at many 
scres au ever before were planted. This, una year when, for che fit 
tome, thowneds of new tacion, huadled by Ameticen and German 








the mncere tetimony of the keener Aciericus expert 00 


the spot, such as Jean Walker, who served for years a8 1onructor 
on tractors and combines at he Rustin State Expecimcotal Farm 
at Berbhat rt the unqualified report of Hackman Price, Jr, who 
‘went lo anudy all he major wheat operations of the Soviel during 
1981, taking. with hucn x rooet sutdal experience a 
heat farmer in Texas Tt Bas been echoed over 
competent, nad demed by the incompetent and the propaganduta, 
“The select swudests on the Roman farms duplay snaate nupuiti 
iui on dupes mice pate a po eae 
uw the farm schools for two yeurs under Amencan and German ex: 
‘peta; they go oatto work on the grest State farms, knowing virtually 
19 more than before they left their mative wtlages. They mahendie 
tools and erechines a0 cezeibiy dhar cractons spend about SO minatek 
in the repair shops for every hous of feld service! Nor da thete 
‘young men warm op to the tuk. They remain apsthene, lutle, 
‘varaout, They prefer tleep sod tee end rom to all the machines on 
carth. And, like mot uttetly stupid people, they thnk they know 
‘everything about wheat growing much more chorusghly than shel 


























fact 12 that few Rusisas knew how 10 grow 

‘wheut, though they have been at the job for thounands of yeure. Taz 

best of them—apart from the best of the klaks, of course—etak 

wath the poorest Americant, If ever Dheir descendants become com- 

petent a anything, it will be becacte Wenterners have remodelled 

‘et and climate, 20 cading the fatal monotony of the Hepp. 
(a3 
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sctrum, 20 les than dhe light ty nes ure many. 
‘They difee wharpiy as does yellow from greea; and whut, to the 
shysicut, appears an a meze iccremest of pulntiom per’ ecoond 
[rodaces toaily pew elec. Jon ax one color of light fueas and 
‘ultiptice a specien of bacteria, whale slaying another, 9 with one 
‘aagrow base of darknens. 

‘Srupidiy us Hike thie. Teelf x dacknta, i is none the lew 2 yrada~ 
ted acray of specie differences 1m euergy. Each sort works in it 
‘owa way, it blunders to perform. Bat we find wo smooth trantitica 
‘rom ove hoad to the next which cao be exprened i the equations 
of quuatiy. We are not denying thet soch equations exit bat it 
they do, wa are mach tao stupid to dexcry them: wn the mst, 
Jabyriat. 

Let us tid oucvelves, thet, of the mupid toe about at 
iity. Its nor 1 sizple, hocsogzoews quelisy which ex, ia 
10dry degrees of dilatice, in various people. It in» resultant actinty 
‘=quite at postive ax magnets o¢ acidonia, Tes componcaty, ity 
velocitny, im cooficieat of diffsion ure eumerouy; 1nd cach me- 
diaz in which it works chows in ewe vet of constasta To vee some 
Of these aay factors ned conditozery ip our next swik—end one 
‘hich, Ice mort others cas caly be approschod here, at traverted. 

(perce che dierent curvatures of three nes, exch 
the fir being a are of a circle having 2 fifty-foot 
radius, the wscond an ae of one kundrod-foot radius, and the died an 
sve of five bundred-foot radian The organizing power of the optic 
‘act do not extend to that degree of nieety. 80 fat mI know, 
‘peschologitt hat yet teted people inthis matter; but my owa experi 
‘ocot on myself end friendethow thatthe limit of perenving cure 
‘tee Ue far, far below the cates [have given, For mou observer, one 
inch arcs of circles having six foot radii appear as artight line. 

"No maa can perceres, within appreciable Lat of error, the 
soot by whieh two highiy iregulr azean dvr, if both wretet 
‘nro thn eee ek elm em of ic bg 



































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘ay part of that total. Nor caa be set the individual poiow ia 4 
loved Tine wishst also seciag the line, provided hat the dots Le 
tiny dove together, they wesally do, Nor can be wee» serie of 
dla « ae if they he tem feet apart, whic be sands witha ta 
tect ofthe aexrat one. 

‘Nom, thers a herallythoesands of ach spre, of4, mighly 

igoilcant limi of primary experience. They serve > deine, 08 
{Bat tne level of orgunaatcn, the pid, no lee than te bnlaat. 
‘Which Wits 0 we tlect a tse cacompasnog the saypsd? Which 
form vinual sudtocy, aburacly grometrcal, and teavouly logh 
Cal, fall ouwide of the oped raat perarptona? Boch queatona 
Dot be anvmered uoleas we accept end keep clearly lo mind 
100m, the ute eltivity f scanty typen We mat alia cemerber 

ay aight vations 1a the elemests organized ive 
which dife as yellow trom greea. Nor tit al 
(Our troubles have scarcely begs. Types of stupidity vary in il 
profounder trantceadenalfanhrn mich, wt botom wll sone day 
‘be proved identical with the lawy of space-time phy 

‘Asm phy, w ix prchslogy: the events within 4 given fi 
sare functions of thet larger whale within which thr Seld es What 
‘You perceive determined by your whole “world of measieg.” It 
‘Wont renaeant ofall the forces at work wathin your body and mind, 
‘When you look at  Seld of seaw tader bright sunlight, you we 
the white of the saow. A poyucit se up hut nnrement, aa proves 
(hat de Ight reschveg your eye i muck redder than you my iti 
Doe that prove thet you do aot se the white now? Not at alll 
‘You are eaperieatang something souch lerger thus the patch of 
light waver which pe cirough the carumen, You ae okay tt 
4 tnow Sell; you kaow st w be a Geld covered with sow and ex 
‘owed to right walight.‘The color you see are slate that 
toulty; noe feta al. They are also relative to the extce time 
space tla of relatod experienc of ether mow, other places, other 
Vig ‘Thun with ll experiences, great and seal, 

Plainly thes, « mex effective intelligence depends pon the 
umber, the variry, the items, ad she orguoiziog tendentin of 
alliemae experiences frome dy t day, throughout Life. No single 
fenction, uo singe congenital eadowzeat, oo tage kindof tn 
cnc ei. The we it eer ee thay parr 






































moros 
sod muy rou then he ere vm fc per eabe wit 
"Juv atin chemintry, oo ere: « seemingly sight Sfereace ia the 
order, the arrangemest, che distance, the vlocticn, acceratinas, 
‘uamcs, and other features of stn remalla fo tally diferent aby 
tances and bcheviarn whether theac stom happex to be ia 4 tet 
tube of fa # nerve eal of she brain. The qualty ad power of one 
tan’ experience derive from an infnitede of eves mat af wich 
tecor oa icyet of argesteumon aad in order of ougpitede far 
Deyond cur direct obverving. Nor vat we hit pos new tick of 
ange of serstng can we get ate ultiate 
oc aapdity ie cere w name for a how of 
0 
ote sppeas a Beehove, cater fa Muss 
Tait Caer, a fourth jo Verlize, and 19 0 
forever aad ever. No two designe et all alike, exoct ie thoit end 
revular—a (alles t take m ore importa even ned congians 
“To compare pucicrea in terms of eeanen alent Would werve 20 
sretal purpove. We curt Sed oat bow they build up, jun asthe 
Stemi enearrs ode with Sb am. Tren, we ena lace 
fax wis thie andy. But Set ut go an far ax our oma ra 
Pid sad invoice pero. as 
“hela word on spit will not be writen eat personalten 
vnier invetigudion have bean fret anelyzed fate coneitvent 17419 
sand then mde matifer wan integrative combaatcn, There stunt 
Iva prospect of our tubjeet being exhscited for several centurion 
to cams, inuamch at normal people bebave ie mote then half a 
Nundeed digdace manaery, each of which may tly be reperded 
ab tru To tnce the farweavings af coy sich number, of 
‘canrse, faz beyond the abiley of any Hog men I should ewell with 
pride wete Table to dncern accuracy the ateplay of evet four 
6 fe mar tat 
‘ALT have dicuwed these factor of percoukty elsewhere? 
samt iufice hete to worger: wést the mote important are nad how 
‘hey exoetimea combine. TRis will serve ooly oue porpane, that af 
demounratng the exordinary dificulty of eubing 4 thorcagh 
fal of exy cate of weapidiy. 1 Oink 3 wil explaa 4 sany ot 
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BUSTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘wy kind coatributors the pezzle whsch so may of them have men 
joued in wring me: they bave exprened worprue at the dificlty 
tong at che bor of masy seemiogly wmpsd acta The petern 
often mel soto something strange while being ssspected. Why? 
Becanse « aupid act inf not always, then offen—the reaultast 
of an unkzowa aumber of trait; and amang the later we ae fairly 
certun of fading moat of the following twelve variztia af 











Indcficieat eeuntivty of eye, eat, 908, ee 
2oanferior general nicigrace as revealed. 
‘¢—aluggishaen io leering tow facts; 
‘b—alow recall and recogaibony 
‘¢—anonad Judgment, orally limited 28 10 1 
J— Inability to hacdle complex situations; 
‘e—aifculty 1 concentrating; 
(a closed mind, sealed agunet nagyestiont and novelties; 
(g-~lick of lively umagzaation 
SHintenior mechanical 
‘anterior abstract iteligence as hows by 
a eak yrmbahe thinking, ia any medsum much m Janguege 
‘or mathematicy; 
Db-inubility to detect and emeoipulete abatact relations in 
the environmenr, especially space aod tive; 
Sea soviat soceligeace as shown io 
‘taaina manindertnding of peopl’ 
ptendency to treat At all people aif they were exactly 

















ritades x08 mo- 











specially 4s Leaked wsth band and postere (wroaly 
= mere coatribotory factor, sat 2 basic exe of stupidity) 5 
7-meak tatorers, few interes, or unorganized interests; 
Bdetective training (which may lead to almost any of the other 
‘leven defective eharacterutics}; 
‘9-cormia ailment and vonceptiblitie of Infection, cewsing ape 
cal delneans 
10ow, poorly discharging encrey intecfering with the proper 
timing of many functions; 
11-~various defect of temperament, soo aumerecs te Lir here; each, 
Tose} 





defect involving some phate of one of the primary emovons, 
such as 


too pest feqeetcy offi rout that ctstng » geeral 





teadsog to onde 
cexeltemest over maay petty or srelceant canbe; 
ewenceanve trength of emtion; 

Epersntence of & rood unfavorable to Clear thinking, and 





‘trdefecave “dnve” or “arge,” soractisnes exceaive te the 
‘point of moccmesis, somebmer totally lacking ob 30 
Aementia praceax; 

re itraversion, revolting in total upidity toward 

‘oomnde affiry; 

ccvencemve extraversion, rersteing st toral lack of feeling 
Se Soni tie SA ies wes 
righty; 

Areclunveness sheting in comelf agacat the world, to 
‘the povot of lonng vied! contacts 45d 19 acting, on’ s2- 
ufixent evidence, 








A conary glance thioogh ths catalogue of smpertections wit 
convince all aye he vuptdex hat ust» Barwell bad 19 devote 
‘mont of hit Ife la amembling ae digemay oid Dr Johmioa for 
i urpotes o here: we should trates asray yeas if we 
‘orpleteanalyuis of « fuck complex mupid vedi- 
‘dual And stupidity, alan cam be quite m toreate 31 geniur— 
Pethaps even wore we. 

T thisk we make headway fastest if we watch the integrative 
ance Girt and later inopect the element whch caine sata 
“This reverts the pedagogue'srale of telling he simplest fs 

eer forthe vinpletu the hardest. 




















‘Look Brat at it ant epathesis 
‘Men oftea eappove thet sane single conspicuons factor in a total 
C30} 


HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
behavior pattern mast cxoée the amperionty or inferiority of the 
Inter. What marvelous ey 2 charapion rife ahot must have! What 
een vitioa a grest aviator mutt powcaal Aad yet, alas for cor 
ssumptionn—the U. 8. Army tous sadicate thet satay of the best 
smarkanen have lou than average kecanes of eye Aad Dr. Conrad 
erent examiner for the Deperumrot of Commerce, who immer 
iconses for interstate tying, brought out dre odd fact that Clarence 
(Chamberlaia, the famous cranstlantic eviator, enimates dnlances 99 
poorly that Berens came withia « hair breadth of having to score 









‘Aiaqualified Chamberlain, and he received twesty-Gve bad 
‘What all thle proves is thar the method of scoring men by the 
poiat rynem Is daagerocs as well as njsst, unten 3 is carefally 
ccoarolled with eouaoa sense aud eadertandiog. Dest men make 
good auto drivers, ia pice ot the obvious prevwmption agains chez. 
Slaw thinkers often make the best records in tbe Leog run, even in 
felts wher rapid thinking bm edvantage, What oun i 
lee vital equibbeinm and not any viogle em io it Balan 
jpatirn oF power. Haleoce erabracey both patiera 
find power. Balance Is moe importast chan aD) coe thingy which 
are balanced. Woe to the observer who ignores 1¢ and canceatrates 
‘on the details alone. 
‘What ia this balaoce? What this vita equilibrxum? We understand 
au the basa of stupidity bets if we plunge full tlt iota i broedent, 
ddeepert nature, as seca by biologins and phywotogi 


Lntepzative action isthe highest ofall functoot. Ie the fanctvon 
of udjunting the organirm 1 « ehale to it environment a1 « whele 
‘Thm it sands forth, op the ane band, as the preci opposite of the 
imple lautiaet (ox eefex) and, oa the other hand, a» the manter end 
admisiersvor of all ittiacy, feelings and sttirades, To be more 
recon, Taboald sy that St tends 10 become matter and dein 
trator; for fs human being han it ever poccended ix thoroughgoing 
omiaation, We all fail io nese way to regulate life from moment 
‘tw mameat ia auch wiae 9 to give due weight 10 exch and every wisb, 
abit, and cuter ciroumtaace. The caviccesoeat in much 100 vast 
‘soe ie iy nd i eet 
































brain in uated for nach a supreme tk. Tho dots sot meen that 
s0body caa efee w atsfacory adjoromest in fe. 1k means umply 
thatthe mom safactory adjeatocone wihoa mortal power leeve 
out of excovat moaay important factors 

“Let on imagine whe + man would be if be were ansble to jat- 

"We cas form « prety clear idea of rach bebavior 
From caperimenn on dogs whose brass have bees removed, tad 
ale trom bots extemely care cae of babicy bora binlew. Some 
ofthe mozstrosites ave ive t Jong aux mand, dung whlch 
time ther Liver were virwally eauetegraed, save oo the loweit 
vegetative level, where the inegration ter place through te aur 
tomie nervous ayaa. 

‘A.mec wich abiolstely no integrative structares Ltesocking 
variou hight organs might, ofcourse, powew al Ce organ of 9 
normal man, He might have perfec ope, et oot, sho ervey, 
And roaci But cach ege wontd lve i owe life, uninfncoed by 
‘wht the other did. Bach would roll is eo indepeudenty, 
art au babicy' eyes do. He would conrantly be locking wt #0 
separate object, tend of coordlasting bot eyes oc one object. 
Litewnne wah his ens; each would beat by et, and aeither woo 
tend to co-operut: with or correct the other. Sl mote rumetha 
‘would be fut conduct whes heogry,thinty, ar ered. It food wete 
Hlced in Re mouth he would chew ie and pralow i. But if it ware 
at plese there, Se would quickly verve to den; tor If hia eye 
seat ton feet from im, th eye woeld oot wtimolate his Te fo 
‘ove hi toward i aud hin hand to vese it and threat it ito bit 
rout He might recall with great vivideet Get hat he uw vl 
food, but aot even that hevghe would lead bum toi Bomcbody 
sight shoot to ian thet i wes food and hat he might have i; bot, 
tm his exe woutd have eo cmsecton with his epe ot hit muncolat 
‘wer, he woold hear the renuge yet do othing aboot it 

uch » crearaxe would be 4 seze collection of living cells ad 
orgine Ho wonld aot be ae orgasiam, save ia the Towest sense of 
(he word. For he could eever react aux complete individu, to his 
crviconment a4 whole. All Lig coodect would be pizcemesl. All 
is sensationg, feelings, and move woold be local xd omnesiry- 
‘They woeld Rave, coaceivably, « eight local memory: tinea 
eye might acquire ita own Babin, each ear might develop certaio 
Smet heacag and sm Bu hee ool be a0 change of 









































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
experiences, 20 coupling of smpulies And in the stroggle for ex- 
fatence he and all fos kied would be upeedily defeated. For evea 
the humble of the lower animale sow thriving would wurpa 
hin in cuneing and adaprabilry 
‘Do you oot sor naw the biology of tapudity? The wupad creature 
sy wa special sease, a taferie organ. (12 soother ypeci use, 
‘we are all interior organieme ) Observed 34 4 specimen of tal 
cqquiibrinm the creature, we 286, * vnorganized to sch 4 degree 
9 corsmoner, more weccenfsl, rugeeder Indi 
vidual chaotic, bewildered, alwsyt being ceoght unaware, and 
Tome ditaner winch more eficient men of 
beasts would ensly have dodged 
‘Let ot get down to eaict. Look et Vertamne, thet strange French 
post whove tragie groping throagh the labyrinths of Ise dloetrater 
Integrative dehavior of 48 order only « hair's breadth above the 
‘moron. In him we tre, combised with unanstakable powett, #8 
yo ernie thre eo enphing dit te 


of shld ye 
jon, and of racvrtable phyncal and moral degeae 
‘within the rather narrow fcld of exthebe react 
colors, rounds, and the gromer sensuocs delightn that hut integrative 
powers amounted to anything: ard here they produced eighteen 
volumes of admurable verte whote Iveid sumphesy shines forth in 
strange cootcas tothe znen' pertomal eondsct 

‘Veriaine seeros to have loved his mother deeply; hus owe wr 
and not a lle of hus conduct toward ber show dhat, Neverthelew 

her unserupeloaaly tor fends to granty Bin craving for 

quot, And he did nat hantate ce berate het and even threaten her, 
‘when a seemed diplomatically wise. In all this hu behavior was 
infantile. He thowed 20 forenght. He was usable to co-ordizate 
is julset ino 2 amooth-workiag teheme. And at oot 
Atal impomuble dha hus lve for hia mother never developed beyoad 
(he baby tage. Surely ths would accourt for the glaring incon 
tencies ia i. 

Hie quick temper revealed total lack of wormal inhibitions. He 
‘wet to jal for two yeart becete of bis attempnag to murder bis 
ous friend, the poet Rimbacd He quarreled demoiacelly with 
w wile, wha left fom i fear and horror He raged egeinat 

as) 

























































smother, whenever she made a feeble efort tm day him hu exorbi- 
‘tant demands, He asitulted her friead aad protector wa a draaken 





age, 
Ts in emetimen aud that Verlaize was « complete pagan. Thi 
in untais w the pagane Verlamz wat ao peyae, 18 the sound sense 
of that term, Ho wat 2 paychopathe permality out and opt, © 
chronic dipiomanite, » degenerate dupe of che cafés and dives of 
Paris, and 2 child-med which coeld do only ode tung well, and 
ht was to give pertect expreanen to his unfuiSiled wuhes. Seen 
from this ponet of view, his maichlen relipout verte am Sageaie 
(1881) cas be underuood. They do aot ree the man x1 he te 
‘they simply project ato startlingly clear and delicate word prterns 
ll thar he was not and all chat he craved to be but never, never 
‘would become They are as perfectly integrated in these Word pat> 
tern ab hus Lfe was wenperfectly istegrated in xis behavior patra 
Hig fatal detect, togedner wth he depsoreanca, inevitably ed 

















abnortal tumdity, akia to chromic eage fright Todeed, it would 
not be hyperbole to say thet Verlaize found all the world ¢ tage 
tad all hut over ia t made chaotic by # kind of sage fright toward 
‘everything. One can readily find much, even 30 hie eurer yeary, 
that thows « profound world-fear; and dh i not at core ancormpat: 
ible wath hun monerous rages. The later were defective ndyuntme 
to worldly affairs, and after they were aver they imprewed upon 
the poet hus owa unworldhsen to such a degree that, when not 
drunk or mad with cravings for aleabol, he shunned places end 
mes, Thiy 8 quits exongh ‘> explasn many of hut aimless wander. 
mga which xt times amounted te hobolum And st does expleen some, 

hough aot other 
‘You will find it well worth while t compere, stem by item, the 
pectoaaity of Verlaize with that of France Thompson,* the Baglish 
poet. The bane retblancee are clots on the whole. The two men 
fuffeced from the same kind of efective iategratce; both had the 
‘ame inner conczatratioa, with 1s powerful focuaneg around word: 
effec both had the mime fear and duke of the world, shunning 
Jt to the umn; both were clumty and inept; both fell victims to 
jad both sought refoge in the contolatoms of the 


















HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 

Chuteh of Rome. Tove, their wesknetses rem to have sprung froat 

idereat castes. But that dost aot concera ox for the moment. The 
fect to be stresed is thar they were poaely organized. 

is has been to, 20 to prova wayehiog, but marely to exhibit 








thouid have to pause for lang and devote sevecal hundred page 10 
these 1agredient of the wellordezed (or disordered) persooslity. 
Bat we ut prem o at the jungles of wie. So we can only 








‘The elements we orzamize fall iste two large groupt: fet, the 
members of aur physical bode, cer arma, legs, and uncles in 
ixvoeral, ts hung om 2 texffold of bone asd gril; secondly, tbe ia> 

kn through oor eaaory BErves a 
that nteange Geld withia the large beaio whece hey reverberate {05 











procamed, 

crystallised, and infaitely transformed into tome Land of 
bbehavioe which, a seen by Sanoceat byotandery, comes to be called 

pervenlicy. 
‘Back element he tt ov gree of strengib, it own naturel vigo 
endurance, and tang. This degres can fairly bo called ity iodex of 
at man, we find 
‘hat he human race a a whole shows dntinct common tendencies in 
sy index sytem. From these we areive at an objective method of in- 
teepretiog mupidin. The elements cay be roughly grouped uader 
five heads. Se grouped, they reveal a rormal order of etreayth, in 
Te ae een ot teal em es eta: 
36. 

















MoROS 
bletiy the peoples ofthe Weatera world wha have been studied from 
‘many angie. 

‘The norm anders a follows: 

1, Motor aenuitivitieg are by far the strongest. Here we mclode, 
long with the unsal kinetic experience, ll respontcs to move 
‘meals perecived ta the eavirenmeat. The eye, for inutaer, vaually 
<derecs minut motioos oa the very im of it vienal fcld, even when 
it cannat identify the object that moves So too wit the skin’ capac. 
‘tr for picking up exceedingly slight movements over ina sartace. 

2, Organic tesstiyitiog come next; wrth sore peopl, they are 
fairly clove weoed. They include the appetites and aversion, the 
attitudes and the eanotions, the vaguer Ceelings of well-being, fl-er 
ase deprewlon, and the like. 

‘3 Contact seuitiviies rask third. They include ebiety tne and 
ceil well ax the nexonl groop, 

4, Duanance seascivitien rank a poor fourth Here the eye proves 
much mare ceceptive thes the en. 

5. The venntiviues of recall, fantery, and anchysis are by all odds 
the feeblex among the wanes 

Tr tay anniet you in learalng ths rating if you keep in ound that 
1 in araty reflected ia popular tate. It corresponds to the order of 
rtcece shown bythe mamas ell pe and he omar abo 
of timple pleasore and extertsinment. What do we find here? 
following tatogy: 

1, Soageand-dance, pastomim, dramatic sctng, lwely sitoal fl 
cof movement, and a varicey of athletic games play come fret in 
heed aterm. 

2, Adventure, eatcrtsinmeess, yport and other actvities of upee- 
Uucles which thrill one, such as the gladiatoral combusy, wrending 
and boriog marches, eovemest park stunts like looping the loop, 
(he ecenie ruieay, shooting the chates, and go on: hanr-saining ghort 
tories, lood-curdhing maeder sryeterier, aews reporm aboot guo- 
mes, berglar, hacreeter, Grea, acd the Tike; aod, of coerve, vex 
“thrilers” 

1. Food, drink, and eccuality, in thefe immediate emoyment, #1 
contectaal expecience. 

“4. Vinual spectacles epart fcom dria; that i scenery, travel plc- 
‘tee, color effaca ia mage settings, and to ox; abo, in the auditory 
‘reais, music detached from dramatic values ux language and ation 

037) 


























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘<that is w ony, oot “sog-and-dence” bot the comporitnons of Bach, 
Brahe, Chopit, aad all thove who exthew “progres music” 

‘S Tntellecaa! refectoes, conversation, argumeas; te free play 

immgionton 1 any field. 

this the norsal order of sccacitea, we alto pick 
vp a che as t the placing and grading of wupid folk. Two shacp 
breaks appers in the order The fire fall berwees the tard and the 
fourth fields of sectswvity: the second appears between the fourth 
and fifts fields Purely vinue! and aeditory 1 











1 oll more marked om the aese of smell) Fo make matters mach 


‘wore, slmott everything i our eew environment cooypires to dull 
age and ear, Before we pag on to more intncate asics of peychic 
Broce, lec ut drive thu home by sostance and expe 





Half Bind 


Cyclops never had the keea eyenght which later people have at 
ted to bam The action 1» wodeapread thet savages surpem ch 
lized men vo these vino But prychologe™ have pat an end to that 
Dehet. RL §. Woodmorth's atudien of the Philippine hill tnben, at 
the St. Louis Exposiuon, sa 1604, democatrated their madvocrn eye 
Many other observers fd simular dolaew and generally conrtrue the 

















oat on 2 glacier 
the red sees only 2 
sea, detects « great fish fechoms down beneath him, 

companion sees nothing but water. The old Cherokee, sleeping under 
the ater on the great plates, is rome by the Bicker of lightorog on = 
horteas where # crviteed geetieman beholds only the dark. Bat all 
these senutivives are dae heaping up of years of looking for moun 
‘ein goats afar, detecting great fuh 22 the deep, and peering down 
shy foc the coming tornado, Let the civilized man devote st mach 
‘ape 10 such taka, and he will see them ex eel. 

138) 














4 group Subaoral vaca appalingy freqoent—ao such tye 
deed, ut makes me moader why sceins icc the mudatée 
they ote w normal 

Bat acer av well the lowly et inch Murr, ofthe Zologiat 
Intute ofthe Ussveroty oF Koerapberg. ha nde 
‘eviment which ahow ttt ro cera hgh the eat forty times 
ore sonsrve than w tn, and So eran eur at et gh ney 
mare, Cyclops at best can never see the thie theead of light which 
full arouiet nonin cat ayer Tle semble throw deka where 
the feline tet cletiy"Alone, be blenders with one eye through 
ite 

"Thue over the following fact of records Ta the great Army 
dratot 1918 tone 217 ofl ees ceed he detec een? 
Err trey ithe nena cas Brg ot een wore 
of on 

[mong out chldren—t host of tome 4,000,000 10 all—at tant 
150,080 have eyes bed teoegs to requre glance Probably there 
rete of auton more wh secon badly eosgh to mabe them 
Alike rich reading, hence avod books and pind whe periodical 
to that they grow up ilhiafonned To be sure, mach poor reading 1 
not cauted by umpertect eyes but by umpertect bravas; it 1s x mental 
fiw and hopciem Could tmebady pry ato cae bythe shoots, 
fowever, [eu wtt he mows nd et poor ceadcra who ate at 
tboaral mundo ur handocappe sa Ow eyes alot 

Indoor wotk and atc gt combine torn on, Probably 
sheen doch of pyres! setvty i Both [abor an play a0 
IE each main pare yf nuh | 























Mined the Gack and dnvele fcr ter accems Wot of aly 
Isidgment, is the enormous amauat of rending requited of milous of 
‘wotkert from clerical cank up 0 the Big Bow More and more, 
everything u pot roto print Gist; and the weary epe mont scan the 
fice bulletin, she Dawee orgen, che manager’ seckly letter, the 
trade journal, the aewepapert, aad wht cise oot, ply cx # part of 
fhe job. The eftect as double: Gem, it ging the orby; thea it tour 
the temper and make ell type hatetal. 
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WASTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
Io recent soverigations of readiog daze by busioce mea, I 1 
sceoer many of the Inter who xdmiued chet they bad grven up © 
tually all cultural reading wamply becaste of the 
ade which they labored in coving te daly aes, ccd, 6 


thir group of « few hundred made the eaghter:preteate of keep 
brett ofthe tay, evea by a Grorough peru of sewspapert. Thuy, 
week by week, they dull the edge of ther semuneiuer toward world 
trmds aad human relauoss. Tass they groove thentelves in little 
deeper, becoming mere drudgea for x price. Mack cial seupidity 
1prings trom poor eyes and overtaxed eyes 80 too does much leck of 
perspective—ol which more Inter. 
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Cyclops in halteared too And medzcal tanvciant bear tet hot. 
{ng that our hero i losing tome of hu feeble contacts with the world 
of rounds, They sey thet parnal deafness increasing strangely all 
ver the world. Evtope and Aroezice teat whoo) children every year 
nod find the tread af scores for heariag dowaward, What casey 1? 

‘Many changes 1a tna, 1a hit work and im tat world They weave 
«a fhletaiog web over he ear und dowly elle the woul0y cad 
the tumelt Of late iovestigatons have bees fadiag many things 
‘ibich ruin the keeneea of heariag. Noise doet 1 $0 docs diet. So 
does fatngoo—tence the kind of wark ove performs, Bo docs worry. 
‘80 does lowe of alecp. 80, it would seem, does mete lack of inteceat 




















‘Noise plaoly shatery the ear. And the extire world hat become 
bedtam: auto hors, factory wholes, boat sizer, street megaphonrs, 
‘ereeching beaker, rating car, yelling bawhere—and theo, at length, 
[e23, Cut ewtul redsctioad serdem of all Jutener. Din undetraines 
the aecvour balance and benasbs the auditory tact. The tumultuout 
trades breed deaf toilers The hearing of subway end clevated ral- 
‘way garth fails cary, Like Gut of riveters, And, at people bave 
flocked into industrial tows, ll have sefered in some degree. Re- 
cra edie of ins New Yer Giga eee prov thi oly 








too wel. But they also show thet many other conditiost lees roxpect 
are quedly deafening ur all. Look at x few of them now. 

Keen ear depend, toa sutprting degree, upon general health ang 
caotrcion, "TRIN us Tately been shows by Dz. Dana W. Dray, af 
‘Rowton, in hit extensive cediomecer tats ot ive groups, Thr Har- 
‘ard football squad atthe ead of the playing season bad by fax the 
bem ear, Nest ranked the boye ima hugh grade private school where 
special care of phytique and diet i maintained. Third in kownnea 
were the children at na iowtiute for she bind, where agnia the best 
of atttion iz given to food aed bodily weifare The fourth group 
‘was ont hundred Boston public school childees, whe heard some- 
Whar more poorly than the bhad. Worst of all were the crippled 
snd deformed childeen im a Mamsachusets inutitulon, 

Otologute tell me that everal typeo of progremive deutnets vary 
from day to duy woth the general phywcal and mental condtion, Lent 
of sleep dulls the bearing, while slong rert whet it promptly. Like- 
‘whe with over-canag und veder-eaueg, with dnokiog hoor, with 
smoking, wrth worries, and similar upsem. I am ao informed chat 
‘mere lnsinem and lack of interext va Kitening 10 ta or 4 tausle often 
mnjuree the hearing; phryncine say chat the patest who can be 

roused to give ear to what is gowsg on around him antl 
scwity of heating much longer than one who remus lutleas. Her 
swe may be revernng came and effect; che patcot thowing indifler- 
cence toward sounds may do 1048 acevo of « central aarvooyinartin 
‘connected with the defect im bu eudstory centers. There may be, tor 
ansanee, either u none lag in auditory auociation or else am energy 
drop somewhere along the nerve tract 






































fully devised prychological team show that compleiely deaf childrea 
ace retarded, om the average, ebaot four wad one-half year: that 

f Blteen-yearolé duoplaye che mentality of 2 poral child ten and 
ucchalf yeart old. 

‘Farranarely there are very few erone-deat poople scarcely 50,000 
in the entie coustry. Fortunately, oo, the pernally deaf sre in- 
rmengely beter off, not only an tess ability to extablish contact with 
People bu ao shes language el sre who lve rhe 








HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
tng shar the age of nox sccm to have grasped language 20 well that 
ubsequent deafness doce not retard these setellogence severely. This 
2 you will uate, gore to wopport my general argument thst poor 
control of Uunguage 1a mark of profoced stopuity. 

‘Bot even the partally deaf often lapse tato stapudicy a1 x exalt of 
pleking up preci vocabularies slowly aad beng handicapped 
the vie of language ‘The speaking vocsbuliry, of course, serves 
{We solid foundatioa for the Later and larger readsng vocabulary; but 
parnally deaf childrce are avouded by acrmal playmates wimply De- 

ie of the effort of load, repeutious convertion. Thas the tole of 
Ualang never grow aharp 

‘We sould expect, thea, that parilly deal people would be upid 
a social relations mott of all; aed thee foo an the finer, more dea- 
resous use of language expecally 1a crextive thioking, AU usual, we 
speak of general tendencies, not of the dining exceptiont—of which 
‘we fiad a number among the seroutly deafened. Again we should 
‘expect ealight, ifsc duiness wm masy fields enoloag from the eam 
fied snjurves which lack of social and hinguine practice have spon 
al ode of thiakiog and acung. ‘The less people hear, the Jas they 

perience; hence the gatromer the foundations of ‘practice and 
dg. 

‘What 2 ragie abrwedity, hen, 1s ove whole aew and much touted 
‘conan revolution! Daring the past three generation, tem of mi 
noes of wockert have been systematically fatigued, sl ted, halt 
itarved, expored to hndeoss screams of team, gratiog of files, us 
dee, yell and clatter; tora from the quit backlande of Cyclops, de- 
‘lived of the simple food of the Man with « Hoe, and thrutt 1510 & 
factory nystem alten to thetr dreams, dhey have all been dalled, not 19 

lone but in a core. And, ualea vome unforeseen change for 
the better comet soos, they wall tak soll deeper s6to aupsdity. 






































have boon expoted t0 nc factory newer wor other voctuonal toscult, 
su yes, t seca reasonable to expect thes, twenty pears hence, matt of 
thete 3,000,000 wall be connderably deafer whale other mullions now 
1hees wll hear lem and Jo kocaly. A sorry proepect! 

TT era somewhat prcjadiced : favor of the bypathoss that the 


American puslon far jazz dimonances ad shell 
(12) 





largely 3 by- 


‘MOROS 
‘product of eathetc rupidity brought on by noite, We do nothing 
Péaaiarime, We dwell 10 fertzsime eovicenoseot. We lick all he 
‘mony in our perioual lives, asia oar economuc end social acs 
to there may be soaxe obscure imkage Dermeea sexsicvaty toward 
tatiot, proportion, Balances, and progrestices, on the oc hand, and 
‘autle presented ia wich matheratva! forme, on the ocher band, cha, 
su the former wanes, the hisag for the lsticr also pases. Thit 
thoughe i eft for your farther cousderanoe Maybe womwbody will 
have evidence ready by the time we begta work on the history of 
hhoman stupsity. 

"This much, however, tands ax truth: compared to the person who 
1 attuned tothe relaticoe aad inner trructure of matic, Ne who pre 
ert lowdnets and harsh effec aad defective rhytbae m stupid ct 
thetially. For he requires more potest simul. That vs another way 
of saying that he it leas senmtrve 

‘We might go on mith « dicumon of the other eavory element 
the senset of tate, ouch, and umell. Yer m dhe history of bumen 
mopudity there count (or 9 little that we may well pam them by 

re so many lazger things to cootemplatel The play of the 

aga dang the wearing of ethene relation 
the immense ayer of these we gaia « higher level 
‘mund, Curious dhe yt, and pesplering 














Festery 


Hie hana'e x apack of uma zroation.* 
Bo men mort ofter describe » suspid fellow, and keealy too. For 
‘ths sare of i 





‘The totaly unimagioabve man—ef wack 
oube—would live i the Here and Now excluuvely. The doma 
cf his nopidity would embeace al of yerterdas, all of tomarrew, and 
‘Got chewhere, A large terstory, atl Noxzled down to the ewifely 
‘monng pomt of that Here and Now, but santivites would be ine 
tlerably keco—amamung that his energy eqealled our own coceal 
fund, For, you tr, is sole outlet would be che chanael of tengo 
Fe, aoe, tongue, tke, and mocoes membranes. No enthete af 
Tua] 
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‘our Ath and kin could thrills decply a shia range being, inthe 
Presence of thy aed clood, af tid sad dh of damoel an weach, 
‘Wits! ke would wppschcod only form and bac, oly ees and Sx, 
‘Those vbdler mesniogs which voot i= tbe origin and daria of 
things would never perstrum Bim Lat him bave f you wi, vmple 
tmemory; it would earch him bet seat, for it would come into 
servic only aa na nd fa immedlae percepnon. Loolog upes » 
‘are be would be able perceive it es the suze beast be a a week 
before. Beyond thes noting 

He would vever dream bat might, dusiog a deep, expenence 
{iot bodily vnutionn ack ax warmth coder hus Banko or 4 
cramped foot Nor cand he pla hie fate. Of neceuity be would 
Brace the precept of Jers! Take wo thought for your fe, what 
Se all eat, oF what ye shall drink; or yet for oor body, wat ye 
Thal pote. ..» Tate no thought forthe woreow; for he worrow 
Nal abe thought forthe things of elt Suflcict uato the day 1 
the evltherea.” So his entice Lite would run ot,» purely mement- 
tormomeataflac, chaotic violet, ifs stupu 

‘Not even high-grade moron lives oa this plane. Amidst ai 
below i The rank and Gleof men called stupid pomem cota 
Ftangienion, but of «ort whic eal for carefal dexexption 
ferentiation. Te eooteuu are peculiar, bot forwanely 
every readet. Let us approach It by way of « gecezal anal 
























Tu simple severy images ave, ingar « while, then melt rwry sate 





othiaguea. This le the idle day-dreem. In mtke-believe the things 


sppeating axe dealt with ait ceal: the Ele gil premends chat ber 
Golly ina caller, or abe zoey even pretend that dolly preseat and 
talking with her, whex dolly is far away. To logical cefection the 
thing fancied ie diwected, clesifid, rearranged, related to ther 
things real ar ionaginazy; and slowly « ryutcr of coneintions ovelees 
‘which may or mey oot prove valuable. In creative imagination, yome- 





sonos 
sacl be 2o Joga ection eres ia ct 
‘taken aly omy xe ove ae 
phat. 

‘Toe ordveary mortal indulges» great del in simple revery—it0 
sch, in tae Te images ere ere & chaos f memories ster tase, 
{aint ericuden nd wither They lack dlection aed dongs. Who. 
tree watcher ta scot the all hours of wpe oe gaia canaot cet 
‘concluding that thse anthropoids mare aloag ot 
dp, and tnybe eats. Here alo Cycle deen 
toe all cht Tt get tno ed. Tr merely comes and goes, ike the 
Aficker of venlight through wand-ahakea efage. Bot the clot, ao 
Jeg ootung bere, feacie the thu w he very emence of micllcet le 
Aceeps the delete of the New Eaglatd villager of sotorioas as 
Deity who ran forthe oice of velecnes. Lexraing tht people were 

bite, be declared to» group of voter: Rest Jou 
don't beieve T know eaough to hold ofice. T wish you to uaderand 
that (am thakieg sbout womctheng or ocr Tar ofthe tne 
orncoese the dels gs even farther: he oly AAs tha be 
ww food chuher becrue be alway thks aboot good thingy, an 
fete beexute be thinks about works of act That stupid bout ha, 
treaagely enough, bees vopporied by any Cyclopean thinker {20m 
Plato onward. Tt han been, I fear, sexpecsble for det of fale cul 
tre and perveried educa, thoogh perhaps no fer deal cua be 
oct up for dullarge And dullarde mont be echoed leet dsooeeacy 
i 





























T Rape you bave already detected the cloe resemblance Between 
‘his wmten revery and a certais low type of ethebc leatuce. Tn 
every whatever Gout past mere or few sajoyol on she wing 
(eve, here are gloomy reverie too, but hat doce wot change my 
point} ‘There w costemplison withoct any refcrence to 48 end and 
Ti_bich full Rants requzemest for an object of beauty. May 
‘aot be, thea hat he higher order of enhens pleasre ay s9210g 
‘roa this revexy and even be a trarter of its avotode and method 
‘rom mind Boxto wold fur? I thei exes canbe found which Ss 
trae te eration fram clemectalrevery tt exbet sate. Both 

i appent ix thie pas of court; hea, the ob- 
derver who bat given be thought o wee of hobeat mes, the 
oe Is moet cx 

ene 
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See tte 


‘The ecnad of the for kiads of faatary 1s make-bchewe. The xu 
udsticy st eagendery cade wn orien we til Tong over Gem with = 
‘Bagying gl So we iim hem al cy i this Bor Te 

“Make-tficve is a engover from chuidhood. Ya chowe early eA" 
{ets lay, largely a1 roult of the younger’ bag aa yet unable to 
divogalth berween svesions aod reales. It em the dream whit 
imakebelieve cartes over mont emoothiy sat mature years Tt wil 
ot eadure soalighe «3 x rule, bet aight voftes the ouilaes of sta 
errors. Through it gloom wishes become ores an which the 
dreamer rides on and oe eat! apecalypie. Whee dewa break, Fact 
humps oa the door and redely shutters the aBadow world with 49 
farm clock. Only two unportast vateuss of adults costmue maker 
elie 8 usesious, ocderty tinea: they ar the profcanonal NOry- 
‘elles wad the vetin of wystemic sit decepiion, be they parwtontct 
(e mecely eocexthie setrovert. 

Proof that the ordinary cinzce loves makebeheve but cennot 
indulge ini succesfully enough to make it goed fu8? Look, plesn, 
A the immense popuianty of short tore, corel, play, end mo 
‘aon picturest Above al, we “ales” Theve supply x deep aeed ia 
ddl umamity. Call thu weed che xcape from reatien, f you will; 
bat do not forget that the parcalae escape that plewer mur be 
tone ia which the fagstive departs for + couotry whone every detsit 
ts like Ghat of « cent world, white ell that happens ful some a 

1g wish of but Rorcanterealom, va short; the asf! being reat, and 
the movemese bopefsl. 

‘Mot people prefer « good tainog picture ta x sage play. They 
also prefer itu a silent Same, nine times out of ten. Deez old 
tiple has long been dying 4 natacal deat, fr rt hes loa touch wth 
realy in several way. Ever since the pusnog of priautive pauto- 
imine recitals of miotrel and the rtmal dances whieh roproduced 
events necet Literal, the drama hes developed ander severe 20- 
stncuoor. Im equipment hat bexs abaardly crue. The conventions) 
stage, the lghis, the paist and powder of make-up, and all the cert 
‘rood the whole afar inta x zaere Pesquege; it hcame x rytem of 
spmbols—oowhere more completely thaa it Chunt-—wbich the spec 
‘ort een ed asp cap, in chemi, HAD 
































MRS 
the mrabol for wate. Now, for a9 imagicative cxlooker, shia is 
scaly cay and eajoptble Bat the vipler fellow who depeadi on 
ve and ear bu» doll crea 

"The ewilt end enormous vopus of mlkung pictues was this supe 
fellow tesponve fo 14 ar that give bun 3 nadved tamea mare ral 
vey than the facet of stage playa L know whereof Tapesk here, be 
tape T happen to be aac of those smple fellows wha, ia mazes 
ftheuc, depend alo wily upon the vane perecp fr peanut 
‘All symbole art—be tan seulprore or yore or vel or drama—at 
aly leaves mae old but ‘erty me (or sometncs mover 8 

1 fanay, ao far a9 drama in coaceroed, 1 153 
100% sropid, As the ed, xo mye! here: aad T cught ce hu 
Aired plas that oce me oa the stage but fascinate me oa the king 
tereen Bot one alion uw ezough. Take Stree Sore 
wna wrote the pay, deta the moves. He chink the 
screan veruca of “Sere Scene” i “aboot a good asa movie can be” 
tic wat sa0g much, trom Bis point of view. He coxdemoe the 
picture's fuck of unity and rhyeam. “ou cas yet thove ql fo 
‘when you're showa x close-up at ove womest and vob af xx huo- 
tied people is the nex.” Aimowt ie the next fren bo rematha> 
‘The movie crowd (s Hollywood woot do with we pictures what 
the pictues can do beta thats feouy.” Ze that lat word Be e- 
veal Riel as «child of dream land, at ont great dramatt aad 
ovelint are, even when they think thomecives reales. 

"Nom, tommy ey tha lang verion of "Stent Scene” ie—puting 
st caudoutly—-a lent 10700 tes more exciting aod lovey van the 
stage ttaG—-whuch we mere than acl child’ pomering with 
Colored Dloeka und rag dalla I buve aot cea ive plays ia aly Fite 

lf vo euch a any fw nmdved of the best 
ruren Beiog « slave to percep, T aeurally wpead 27 
‘tzuerrat funds on them; and T ge mare af them por dime fa the 
Picntet chan elsewhere. This exphiae the billion pictre lovers all 
ver the world, Te nen seconds ofa uking picaze oot kind receive 
‘ore inmremio thas in tek minutes of the ewife age pny. 
‘When we behald wo ane sot of "Steet Soeac™ x hesdted yelling 
porhlng human beege—all ral ve creator ad yout—ne af 
Tore imprened tbaz whes, on « tiny Boor bung with colored cloth, 
‘we toc datea or a cove of bedeubed, dresed-up uoors nrobolicing 
Feet Te ogi tingle a ge drmaten Hy ce 
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snot grup it, Anghow, to write « grat play, one hes to have a Urely 
imaprestion; snd wo 

spectator aid extraordinary playweagi never meek The stupidity of 
the former prevents ic scercely more then the stupidity of the latter 
1m tailing to undernand what people want The expert in mike: 
Delieve is coautinticaslly blond to certain realiner 

‘Naw for 4 serious perversion of make-beliere. 

‘We cannot undervaed the intecplay bermeco thwarted rrgpontct 
sod man's general bebavior out we have nowced the wbtleravaxion 
‘of his tupporedly cantrotied thiakiog by the fgments of fantery Here 

ject which mezies much mare ntestion euan it has received 
‘There cas be no doubt that many ofthe balanciag acts ie normal mes 
‘aod women become eccentric, puexling, and defective through the 
‘uncooeiou persireace In whem of veveral faint substrate adjst- 
‘mou provokl by aa initia thwarting. Thus it notoriously eamman 
‘iooogcildrea ad carta tb atliget adsl. And we pow know 
‘Out itis one of the chief pertarbanoes ia dream Ife doriag seep, 
‘hes oll coatrals af the commoner sort are weakened, 

‘The extreme of thie tendency 1 een = the aftr-efeet of dreams, 
"This was fiat obuerved sn hysecical pervost by Féré* and hag nnee 
‘been ropeatedly chronicled. Hete the patiest develops a peculiar ret 
‘o rymptoms during his lyucrical stack. All or many of theve prove 
19 be, 00 t0 speak, the prolongation of acts cen in dreams, Ta other 
caves they are reactions to wich dreamed events, Te a mittake to #up- 
‘pos, a1 sacne invest gators have, that woch dreamt are the adequate 
fwnge of their eelected bebavior 1s eymptocs. The byrne har 
tomething seriomly wrong with him and ove of the worst of these 
Aetects inthis very teadency toward prolaagetion of any experience 
‘or artitude of ert act He canant sp what be cuce stars tod. $0, 
‘then he cacrice ox hit dream act into waking hour, he is merely 
eing the reqular thing. Carzying over the dresmn coateat ia at an act, 
‘4 xymptom af hysteria; bot the particular content ara not be called 
‘cause of the symptom. For any content whabzoever i likely a be 
‘thos pesloaged. The prolongation js the trac rymptons. 

‘Necroal people do not proiong their dreams in thls manner, save 
4m the race inseam of yoong children who sometimes reveal ta ia- 
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‘MORO 
bility 0 diaioguah berweea dream Ife and waking Ife for few 
‘ainvtes ae ariiag. The canal eBect of deeaza go waking conduct 
‘appear i the moods, apecialy i thove wich pervade ov when we 
‘ae of s morning. Almost everybody, J suppose, has observed in bi 
‘wif the curiow—and ually dutrening—perestence of rich de- 
‘presions, anxieties, objectlew teary, foreboding, excitement, and 
‘exetriunes, While some of them ace pleanm, mort have a nsong. 
tinge of anger or fear, often o cloudy and andisected that we are at 
ow to vaderwand oor teeliogs. 
‘Here in nat the place to portue « study of asch permitiog dream 
‘would caly call your attention to the general fact that the 
‘end their monds afect the conduct of 
‘29 important characteristic of the Bolenciag phate 


















One specimen wit! eufice here, and fortunately T have 2 good 00g 
shat deverves curetol comidersbon, 

‘An odd, pathetic sowtance of prychic balancisg through set: 
deception i teen 10 the atitude of Philkp Wesley toward hit feeble. 
‘munded soo, Arthar. Wesley is endowed with waingalariy acute miod 

od fas wacteeded almost brllandy ia his profession, When hi ft 

‘was bora, it soon became evideat to both parents Uhat he wat 
‘ot normal. He proved incapable of leazaing to talk: When five year, 
‘old, Wenley invoked the aid of various special, wore of whom 
declared the child to be fechle-minded, while other stated that it 
‘wa 100 early 02 pam vech a ewoepiag judgment. Wetley eatarally 
sealled atthe former nad sided with the latter. Fe and bit wife thea 
set about the tauk of teaching their child words and apoech. 

‘Making no hetdvray ia this, Wesley iinced thet it wat becrse 
hey did oot know how to teach. This, you eee, wat pitinty enough 
sn effort to preserve bis owa lfe-balance, aa integral part of which 
‘wa his ove of Arthue, hie accepeance of the boy as normal, and hit 
‘wh te spare hin wife the agony of pouetsing defective child, 
Yn admiting hit ows incompetcoce as a teacher, Wealey did 80% 
<uturb hit ows equilibrium, for he Sad sever thought of himelé 
ber acted toward bimvelf ax a teacher, He was fa no write opeet 
by thinking of himelf as an inoopeteat pedagogue, any more than 
bhe would bave been by cegurding himuelf at « feilore in legerde- 

‘or acrchaticn 
He employed « macher ory loadin uoingbachracd 
48] 
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hildres. Ta three years of patieat, itcigeat efor, ths woman 
made not the aightat progran with Artbur. And zhe finaly left 

despair, after telling the mater thatthe bey waa x hopelox esse. 
‘Wealey echused to accept thin verdict. He told cvergbody the woman 
ran dngrondd. And he asst Archor te private schoe! for “beck 
‘ward childsen.” 

"There it was cleatiy proved thatthe boy was both ferblesmnded 
and sliced with Lryogeal defeca of a seriou natare, He cous 
turer only aesi-ariculawe oises at best, Vike a wel-trasned dog. 11 
‘was this leer Saw that gave Werley is desired chance for happy 
‘elt deception. He aow took the view that hie vow’ dificucs were 
cotzcly in his taryax. He enured bis treads thet of course the boy 
‘auld aot feara to talk, ad thet all he needed ta become mentally 
Fight was sone language hike the deat mote's 

‘The parent promptly erove tm develop euch 1 language. They 
srodied Archue’' natural gestures ued crit. They attociated their 
‘own minds each of chem with sme stsation end eome with; end, in 
the coarse of some monthe, they constructed 4 vet of haguistc niga 
‘aad sounds all their own. As x matter of foc, there aumber about 
fiftoes all old and ure scarcely more than dhe rusty wod hand waves 
which « honter night cmploy ix taking to bie honods, Bot Wesley 
‘fouly rmsiatal chat “Arthor now talks with vo exncty at well a 
‘hin brohera do. He’ just an amar an they ase.” 

Frieudt bave accepted this graciootly, for they know whet it 

‘snd 0 harm can renalt from the smisble Ic, whe the 
truth would being bineraes of worse 

‘The mechaninm here it siogolay numple, ‘The emt’ wih wo have 
the von become notmat has boon thwarted. To the coarse of 100 
siflora to make the wish come tree he progrenively rakes an # 
ficial vet of criteria for judging the box nota, Tbe boy's nour 
and petures bave came to Be accepted a the only celcraot and wig- 
‘icant fac; and these are all vterpreted us tert of the sign Tas 
srunge Woniey has invented to make the boy seem sormal, Such 
mechsaives wieally belongs co dreana or to fosanity. Here x doet 
ot ata. 

1 vot the apparear stupidity bere plaio? Shall we call it real or 
mere appeacance? It i Tasgey x maer of precise defiitian. My 
‘ow Inclination Ie to agree with the son's {sleods, who declared, 

T1807 


























‘MORO 
years ago, that he had gous deaf, dumb ané blind whea am bis tas't 
resence. This & geauise selective uuputity built up by 2 domine 
‘wah, There are of tiilar cabs of “wishful taking” and 
“wishful perceiving” ke it. Au ut Hew ox the berderkie beewoco 
sanity and invaaity, we shall not coacera curelves further with i 

iad. 
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‘The thied fantasy u lagieal ceBection—# aauscons name for x Boe 








fants the seeze through the prism of sateltoct; the 
‘objec appear sn ther eelations, and are azalyzed sn totne Tata- 
‘ner, from enone polat of view which {» wutalned. In revery, thare 
neither analysis nor snference. In make-believe the weqachce 
‘emhetc or artutle But bere it i pure ceasoo, with all the xequenccs 


‘The value of this activity depeods upon the factoal adequacy of 
he materia upos which it worka, ta reselts may ensly prove worth- 
leas slly, or positively harmful xf the thinker play# about with ity 
‘things Tt weupid or vicious a his cheice of wubject matter, he ay 
make a fise show of logic yet end up 18 « froth of futlity. For logic 
merely sts forth the vipheators of accepted propontions. Ise 

ture onfolde inthis implicative relatioa, In all edzer reapects i is 
Indafereat ta that which implies. 

T mention this ponderovity becaute we aust usdervtand that « man 
‘may be utterly seapid im logical redecton while brithest in his 
choice of abject matter, cx he may be quite the revene, « survelously 
‘keen analytical maser but # perfect fool in picking « topic over 
‘hich to move. This creamatance leads to endlea confuvioat aot 
Alone in himselt but in those who appraise Bim and fun findings. 
Ponder well the thoussods of rigorous zexsnsen who, since ime 
Degas, have ia acany analyzed such matters as the creation of the 
‘universe, the omnipotence of « god and hit texan for creating man 
sa he did, the origin of mater, perpetsul moti, the sumber of 
fogs hn can and one it fw ei, ad wht ej 
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beyoud the poat where apace ends. Or consider Sor Oliver Lodge 
sod the ectoplanm 

‘Would anybody deny tat thu ance briliant cleat iy capable 
of logeeal refection 2 ta higher Jevely? Certsinly T wooid mot 
Hw career as phyncutsoves the le bo all doubters. Bt a8 he grew 
ld, after hi beloved soa Raymond had perused su the Warld War, 
he timed hit powerful iotellet to the sparit Seld. The subject 
matter became pathenc, but che asiod weat e:rough : amooth all: 
work und yielded a rut of hypotheses and concatenariens even 48 of 
ld. The eoaten ofthe fustary nank ito piteour sabecuviy, notably 
Sa the “coammuaieationt” from Raymond. 

‘The anual scene is the reverse of Lodge. By aevemiy most mea 
concern themgelves with wicfal mattery moat of the nme; But alk 
they exanot manage the logie and mathematics of vock :2 fancy. 
‘Though cennus eaumarstors wall pet come to my aid with aule-o 
tables of frequency and tribution, I venture the xvew tat more 
‘people are stoped in Chis respect thaa ip any ether And T maate 























+ Spates 


‘The desuay of nasons bas repeatedly been decided by some one 
men's eupidity in matters of wpace and time perception ‘Thit ba 
pent ofteneat during wary; for then 1 that Sey, hourt, and ev 
‘minutes make all the diference between defest and victory, wh 
tue mile of miscalculation, be it in che range of gu or oa x days 
forced march ax inthe focatioa of a wopply base, changes the conse 
fof civibastion for tex generationn. Tusa ebithernever you will—t0 
England, to China, t cor own Tend—the scene ss nays the 1am, 
TTrteema to be onc common heritage fromthe mea before the Ize Age. 

‘Look fit st the English. 

‘When we come to wady the peculiarity nupidstien of the British, 
se shall notice in Incger mageuindey what we now touch on 12 
‘aiaiamace, aenely a cercun buffing iacouitivity * the dow of time, 
together with un inablliy to measure, clone, equate ned diferentiate 
fy ome winter Wey Ey re th ete comme 
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‘of English history what Lloyd George procleized ia his tragic 
perch before the House of Commaat oa Decerber 20, 1918: 


‘Abt Fatal words of this marl Too late sa moving here! Too 
Jue mn moving there! Too late ia coming 1o Ova dacwiea! Teo 
lite fa suareing side eal Too late 10 prepariegl To tit 
war dhe footiepr of the. Allued forces have Deen dogged by the 
‘mocking spectre of Foo late! ™ 


Unwutnagly he echoed the verdiet of hinory on kis owo people 
at tlt times, Bot for thie Cyctopran dulneas toward the wtalitics of 
fime and the price of « mum, vere would wever have wrseu the 








United States of America We should now bt living us cnzeot of 





pac, but epecly be, oat DON would oat have 
iad ghiog ease 
ie fe Papen beter of te amt hd of 
enral Howe. Mute the Mag of hiory gre a 

svat hy. "Pa ta dnd SS 

"Throughout the Revalucco, neta Howe's campaign wat char 
sctenaed bythe mast Iudcros Slay ncorpere ted Tehargy. 
His earyromoninon vray bose « dbase ming ot 
testo. Yet for vit fal enrm the blunders of Hlowe nod the ws 

tiie of other geoeral were lndiccoon teyood Dehel, 1a the 
Brian force Sect itclhgeatiy dived and’ manage, they coud 
have eany defesad bots Peach sod Amencas aren Yet oo? 
discpliog, dal! intharg,itllecnual eatanco, sad bowie 
‘an, n well a eotably poet markaoumap, tre the pouty 
st acrediy ery vicory ito hurling dete 

‘As Waa wy Eas A comic btory afte Oveet might be writen, 
sureming noting beyoad is hearvicekeng, prepoetoum, tirzal 
Iie bikénen ar Ge word of four imestoes where De’ Blanca 
‘oun at wil Pecbapa we all cntorate tia ebyet oe of ro. 
‘eine in ear Hitocyof Human Srpisiy. Yor thw, our ite 
Theta raiser, one neta ut gfe It il war yout tare 
‘hat the whole moder devlopmeat of Chiou ba turecd pon one 
‘tof thn paral wore 
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EUSTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
China's greater general of modeca times, We Pi 
army of half « milla which deesasted all Nort Chi 
arted considerable indence vn the South. Mowt European ia China 
looked upoa him atthe genius who sould, sa time, Dring all of the 
(Chinese together under a single, well orgecized government, 
‘In 192% he planed to crash that bandit-tuchus, Cha 











overlord of Mauchuria. Everysuog at tue time was ma We Pei-fo's 

favoe, aceatding te competeat observer, right up to the Bove be 

prepared to move fue forces aocthwward. He had full costo] of all 

the Chiaete ralways so he ssembled locomotives and cara for the 
Pi 





srriches and daubleracked elsewhere, Unfortuastely, seither We 
Perfo nor any of hia xidse were endowed orth suficiont ven 

fof pleces and times to celculate the details of sch aa operation. To 
1 Weneroer wher happened sounds like « tle told by Alice freth 
buck from Wondecland. Wa Peistu kept pouring traint and traint 
and trains into the secuoa xanl the entire trackage ws 















90 mught oppore, Wis Pei-fu most have vend 
prompt ordery to withdraw the ater oot-bousd train and to cancel 
Al further tripe over that ize. But aol The troope remained 1a the 
az frog the axtuma of 1924 uati late xt 19261 Let that fact couk 
49 for a mnotel Fer almon ro years the voldiers lived an the cass 
‘nd, a4 00 rapplies could be ubipped theoagh to chem, chopped up 
parts of the cart for Grewood aad conromed whatever they coald 
find s0 the commistary’s fret cara When wioter came, the enyy- 
neers failed draw off watzr from the locomotive betlery, v0 the 
boilers burt io the fret brg freeze. 

‘As woou wx the news spread south, up come the Nationalist army 
and met wich no reautzuce. In thet hour the couree of Chint't 
deruny was changed for macy 4 weary year. You may argue, if you 
luke, thet the great gencral fauled becsste he Wes aot nccustomed 
the ue of exilwaye, Bot that aikes exe en prery feeble reatoat 
Te might be sound, had Wu Pe-tu raed to change the gual ete 
for the velven on the locomotives; bet be did nothing more than 
remain blind te the rete and capacity of cars moving over cet 
el ned eac 1¢ pebble ne, lan with Bi epee 























MOROS 
iupidity, there wont 4 xill deeper defect of mutheeis, noch 2 we 
te ia all Asiatic peoples. The moxt elementary xabstical compu 

ons may have been Greek to hin Hut thet doce cot alter my 
terpretston. 

Bome day « peychologse wil collaborate with « tigtorisa and 
Dring cat © radically acww Woeld Hicsry which will demanwerate 
thar the evure of colts has been sheped quite as muck by defec- 
tive apace time perceptions as by diseates of religions, Towerd dye 
slow of this Short Introduction, we abell retorn to he subject end 
poine oor that no inconsidersbie fraction of stupidsty in trade, i 
dustry and finaace in caused by thit sume Cyolopean {call 

‘Space mupor, choagh a9 « cue closely zeined ia is consequences 
st least, to foucoitvity to Uns, is wemetimes sevealed alone, “Did 
{You ever hear,” suka Eeneet Bimo Calkins, “abost the citizens of a 
village who cowed out Seto dhe Inke with their choicctt 
ponenias, the bell from the tower, and suk It to keep it out of the 

sy? To mark the opot where they dropped 
‘overboard, they cut « notch in the de of the Boat” 

‘This wins Ger prize as the Gneee specimen af epatial ttapor in 
the arena. Let us bope rt Bintory. Ox the ebunce chat it ey tus 
‘our fltitiouy, let me play uate by oBering ws vecond prize 2 case 
for which I can vouch with considerable nerarsnce. While it tik 
the elmple charm of Mr. Calklas’ speciaes, it her the serie of 
Ibringing ant the very exteace of apace atupor and the diflerence 
‘between that and the time stupor. Stady it well, pleate. 

‘Dusing the critical weeks of the Italian campaiga precediog 
the diteners of Caporeti, ix October, 1617, the Beet Minds 
cooumand of the Tedisn troops sect 10 Pershing « husry call for 
drt long and heavy treach timberg, to be wed oo the mount 
sides T do 00¢ happen to have the original memorandom given me 
by the American sha was ordered to find und shup the timbers; 
‘but, as well as T can recall xt after more than = decode, the beat 
were to be eighty feet lang nad sbont one foot square at the exd. 
‘You cannot pick up wek dimbens exsiy. 

My friend, the American who bad to locate viem and. contign 
them at top’ peed, did some fast work. Somewbere near New 
Orleans he found bondeeds of beams. Then be sought 1 ship chat 
could be requisltoued and hurned o New Orleant to pick theta 
up. Only ope vessel within hundreds of miler wat avauable, and 

[Ass] 












































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 


that wat wmmoned off in course, rosbed Sate New Orleamy, ia hull 
emptied athigh pest, nd the gy trench imbre aaled aboard 

My flea taroed these deus over to an smportact cnzea, ox 
of those dallac-ayear patric who, bevag usable 10 ie for hin 
fSuncry beckane too old gladly ruthed in ead gave it hn very bev 
‘The next ary friend heard oF the afr wana salphurous cable from 
GHG. whch more thas umplied thar be wat the seventh foo $00 
ff th sevem foo! gaz of «fool All of the mbere had arrived 12 
Tealy severl feer short than ordered. Not one ootld be ued 18 
(he mounts teaches! 

Tevergation eomed, 2 whual The dollta-year paviot admitted 
shat he had vowed of 3 few feet Oh yet! What eis could be dose? 
‘The atctions ta the bold of the weazier weve caly waty-tven feet 
long ‘The nenbern wooldn't go so; but, ar wt was & rou onde, he 
fot ther in all igh 

"Did it wot occur to you to atk Sit whether the Unbert would 
be sernceable m ahorter esque” he wat enked 

‘No. 1 asin too mach of « hurry 9 think of such things. You 
id 3 had to get the teamer oet of harbor ve forty-eight hours 
dT di." 

“"Dad It occur» you tht one ofthe soc! cram walls 10 the fold 
aught be eat out with an oxp-acepice torch ie 4 few hour?” 

“No, You te, I jaw hed to get that bout Yonded end ons way 

fong-tight houra”™ 

And thett he wood. From th propontion he could not and would 
sot bode, Rush orders were rh orders! 

Now here we ace one of the deepen trate of sapidty It ia the 






























important factor ution, te the porat ef bloinng out all else. 
But how did xt happen that the patnot sirctly obucrved the ruler 
‘of ume and completely overlooked the rules of apace which inply. 
that elghty-foot Ganbert are cat eo size abd oeeded in thet sire? T 
think that, underneath i al, the man wan uimply stupid by nature 
regarding dimensions, messoces, shapes, aed the cext of Euclid, 
‘That i a comezon variety of humuneaqee. 

‘One impertant species af sloven seen to be created by « profoned 
stupidiey toward time and space values. There are, I am tore, many 
other varieties of shat dererable anual, but sont winch dinorgamzcy 
rig or nna att ih ee oe, Daa 
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‘MoROS 
00 4 conmmmncesl defect, thie panicalar sows is incurable. Tf = 
rman, he makes a mest of whetever busines be enter, unless pro- 
tected by food relatives or broadminded private scretatin If 2 
‘woman, she becomes che despair of her paream and later of ber 
hhunband. In 4 near-geaive like Francis Thoorpson, whote tule oe 
thal! recite st same length, the defective survives only onder aret, 
benevolent guardianship. 

‘Whocver har (raed children io the use of simple tools kno 
her a pufully large perceatege of the huzaen race safer from 
wprce-stapor Boys wilt drop & saw anywhere, They will, whea 

teed tw meatare off exuctly 1 934° on « bosrd, mark off I" F—or 
perhaps 1" 654". Repested vstrucona sbout the angle at winch 
‘should be toensled oa 4 given job fil; the youthe wil tlt the 
too fur or not far enough. True, we find all deyrees of dulocer in 
ach space perceptions acd apace adjustinents; but the nomber of 

showing tlow improvement or practically 20 progres rem 
svtonnbonaly large 

‘Thos stupidity doce cot seam to be linked with “hugh” or “tow! 
mental tras generally. For I have obierved bigivgrade morons 
hove semstwvity toward space relatioan murpanscy dhat of the average 
rman, and T have sho known oear-geniuecs capeciay io mmnc abd 
ootty who act as oe might suppore idiot woold art an the 
































phyeal movement and manrpalationt Ture, please, to the recatd 
‘Thompson. 






d Statet, who hoped 
that “economist” would wipe out a probable 1931 deficit of » 
4atd « half doliees wnthoot added taxes, to Flora, the motoo meidea 
‘we now introduce, the world wags os, ever mupid toward number. 








‘What is mathematics ro Cyclone? The que 
ntry into» large and vexed eabject. Let Floes 
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the moroa miad of doing the riemples acithmeic is a great a9 Sante 
Claus’ burden ou the might before Chrinama Let Eleanor Wei 
bridge ® tell you shout Flore, who sparred in vain with a book rgeat. 


Start a home Library with “Flames of Fervot,"" arged one. 
“Greatest deeds done aad ho dose 'exs—for lew than’ eat 4 
page” Flars wat dazelod lem than a cot «page for ve such 
Print] She enade » fve-dallarraulallonent payment and bad noth: 
Eig efe co pay oo the yrocer'e weskly il, for she hed pal 

‘acount toward « for fost, the same on the reot, apd Chuck (her 
fnuabans) Rad cewined fe dollar for ius owa. Foor maxes fve 
fakes twedty— surely not dicot fer a gorasl aod, Huta oreo 











Gleotgrnp in igolicnoe rupiy enough to come 4 doeon 
re the Egest hat disappeared acoved Coe corner. 
"You recall wo doubt, the standard example ia stvthanctic which 











opposed to be able to 
Srany can yOu yet fOr 
Many of her moon frieadt 
auld easter the problem. We hacw Uney could aot because, we 

‘ras wecry-Sive Decauve two int9 
Jaci Go he aher hard, was 





kkneve that something cnust be done in the 





ot Gn thet acitnene wes weraiy correct 
cept for te tt hat they could nor selet the righ 

inept ate te ay Rely 
tanto we thou ‘scones depended spon sal under: 
standing of Relasviey, we shan be precisely in Float cae, for 





‘er eapacicy to live witha her scons Gependa opoa simple tsth 
‘ecieal analy. Lf de ander fiends ed bees low-grade feble: 
inde thy con nt wwe have muliphed tei sand Ses 

Jat dey weve enlytoreas, 

Te wis ceraily eveatil ehtt Flocs, ont of Chuck'y weekly 
wengy dolla, should save « litle for the fetore, so anocher 
Feta sek aa ed eae okt at 
ve Fenty dolls roca week, haw 1 
‘wil ie take you to sve thice hundred dsliany™ Flare, whe ed 
Tica of homer could ao at Sra get pant the Joke thar ve shoals 
tree sre unpliag. “A fetes" che Sarwered "and tong lite- 


i Anan he Lerten” we 
1388) 




















inet fourtesa what?” we 
‘Tie cumple wat ces oot 
‘din conaecaca, 
Ieagin tine we ake fot 
{he Telephone, "2088." Whar “he oe 
lktow. We know oaly thet 
‘wth the menmlly safoued 
Wenlce the bur We know ale tat wads ach thao) 
‘Squipment her suvings accoant wall never be large. 





Will yuu hoot at me it Tay that the gulf beweea Flora end mont 
of our so-called crvilteed anceror ip varUingly aserow? Will you 
call me a purveyor of fiction if T a2¢ that masy 4 maa of eminence, 
‘dhaagh fe might emile at Flocae woet with the jalor rmuliphication 
table, could sympathise with ber aad cecall ectore of Bit own 
‘warcely lest astounding wo vs? 

‘AA We look back upaa the half-mallion and odd yeats which the 
Jnuman ace bas thus far spest co oor ork, we confew amazemcat 
at the dulaca of our anccitor towerd the fundamental of thet 
fundamental science, mathematice Out owm civilization, aotably 
‘hat of the past balf-century, in so predomuouttly enathematical thet 
those of us who have grows op in it have diffeslty (x imagining, 
the premuthemancal world, We ace doubdese wreag, 1B ot OM, 
when ore yield to the temptation to call our eatemors stupid it 
smathematicy; for their shortcomings seem fo have beea ceuted Leet 
by interior ecaiivides toward surmber snd vpare relanocs than by 

upes a rptem of writing oumbers wo that they 

- The datnction i vi 
‘Amoag the Greeks at lent ¢ few great cutbematical dhinkers 
arose. There is, for oat, the brilliant Archimedes Ancther 11 Apel: 
Tenis, roparded by Laplace at ote of the great mands ofall xatigusty. 
‘But acither of thee gai was able to maltiply or divide num 
bere which any sixth-grade child handien with exse! And why aot? 
Suamply because they bad act che aighrer copocption of « workable 
tiem of notstioal They bad never devsed « way of indicnting 
Aigierent values for « namber by it position. They sever reslvzed 
‘that 1, fmmnedinmly left of = decimal poi, eight stand for unity, 
‘while ia the scoed porition left it might ataad for 10, 0 the ehird 
Dosim 10, in the ows 50, swe 




















usTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
antonidhng was there tral incepasity to realize either 





tos in arithmetic which to us are 30 eary remained hidden my 
teties to the aucieat world. And op practical progrest was posible, 
for it ull depends upon eatculatons. The dcovery of 2210 and & 
say of writing it the poniuoeal pattern of modern numbers acv®t 
became well carblshed sacl the sixteeath centary in Earope; 
cach stge of the adynace in thr revoluuoasry device of our culture 
‘was made by pare chance. No geniur thought out zero. It came a5 

at 1a the use of the abaccs, where it indvenied an empty 
ia the crude calcvations. 
















ave fs spi with regard to mathematical selations and always has 
‘been. We inust add that thi, dhe higher: and most frolefad of all 
seiencey, has arisen maialy out of pure chance But for the bhad 
Jock of @ handf) of mes, one in Todva, where the ponbooel ant 
metic was devied, one is Arabia, wheve our number symbols and 
the tern for the expty space oa the abacus arcie, and « few later 
thunkert ia Burope, we would all be os backward at the poor Ath 
laos on the days of Periclen, exable to calculate even our grocery 
‘ull. Taken as whole, che human race vs mshemaricily soron 
1 bas been ably argued that the cause of tha eraprdity in 

inordinate vatereat im and seautinty toward object of sents. Th 
venerable opimon has Inely ben repeated by dat beilKant mathe: 
matical wrster, Tobias Dastnug. He remarks: 












“Ort ahr may aetna 
Sonica ree ees bars ng 
Ss ine ety Satpal tea nat 
ieee ea es aes 
SAE omen ty gh Pat onal 

HOA Revrghrwacri sachet 
Hest es Siew roe ere 
ai Ete srg Saari 

Res cespeees mira ata Saree 


T fear this is Sctitious peycbology. A men may be coormously 
satereited im concrete objects and till think in abstract emboli 
Feces Tia Kango Sm as Dene HY m8 6 

Tre) 

















plicative selatices. Tree, he might not be able to advance 
so fac an nother who was lewmerred eoetizually a hus mathematical 
fantasia; but he could hold bn owe precy well. Na, the Grocks 
4d vot chink algebraically becaure—they dida't think Sgebratcaly, 
‘They were merely smupid, precisely a1 99,999 oat of every 100,000 
mortals ars, io the preseoce of pure implication and qaastittive 
ralations. Toterer ia the tease world did aot make thea che 
Ttatioa roow ia the fine and alleclotive of mental functions, 
‘hat very oar which we shall soon be discaming in the chapter ealled 
‘“Gpotligh.” One word aboot rt bere, and then you must wait for 
{aller insight eatil you have reached thet passage. 

Mathemutca! and logical rapidity roots ia the barren voll of 
primary attation. Man cus artead ta aaly ove thing xt» sine; und, 
‘even when dealing with iteras apparent 0 eye ox ae, connat orgunize 
td handle moce than three of four at ance inde of « ingle seman. 
‘or object. When he deule with ‘tems of fantary he is wll wore off; 
rarcly can he otend for long in thet forta, Eves competent metb- 
ematiciens connor thiok through, in imagination, uonded by ma 
chines sad other external devices, more than thees aoa-cuunalative 
arches cay sage problem. What this momma peo wll 
ores of vai 

"Nowhere do we bebold sun's profoosd mathemstica! logical atu- 
pdaty more Luedly than ia the public achoolt and the ranks of new 
per readera Here we contact with tho mane of bumesity—and 
‘what « spectacle! Dutiog the pett few years I have investigated the 
notorious :acompeteece of schon! childres ic and Lane 
‘Runge, with n view to ducaveriog sora: of the underlying pryebne 
‘auten After a few cnsfezcacey with teacher and an analyt of the 
commoactt errory it woddenly appeared that an smaziog amber 
‘of boys and gilt, mettly between eight and twelve year cangot 
(pitsp the sieplest relations un the simplest practical problema of 
‘tdding, eubtcacting, emltiplying, and dividiog, Mind you! This is 
‘aot a dificuly in eeading emboli; it center in the perceiving of 
the relasioa. 

Goch « muthemtcal imbecile may, for inmates, be placed in froat 
of a mum of wooden ballt, wome of which are red and some white. 
Hr ia told, a timpte pheass, 10 place two red balls in onc box at 

Ice tr eveyone we al ic be pein scter bo 
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‘hn right, With « eerugaie be may do chia But complicate che task 
fone degres more, and be it fot. Auk ‘im tp stare potng oar red 











‘with wach placing, and his day i spoiled. To 
allthis no fantasy is iavotved. It is pately a catter of wving one's 
pes in conneenon wich one’s mind (Hf 423). And the point f wab 
te stren le that weak fantary alone doct sot explaan mate incompe- 
‘tence in tha fundamental science of number. 

To 2 single glance the normal man eanzot detect the number of 
objec im night if they excead aix or eeven (A few mathematical 
prodigies, ke Johaas Date, the German freak whom 1 fave else- 
where detcribed,® perceive at any as thiry in a Mash wh ustailiog 
accuracy.) Under this vevere limitation, how could he be expected 
to manipulate larger quenasies “in his head”? ‘Tha, 00, merely 
4 tiny phase of his wupedity; for in real lite ost wtuatons lavolee 
the vaitly moce intricate pheaceneoe of order, xequence, grouping, 
and pettect—va a word, the charactetimer of apace and time, Uke 
singly aod taken toyecber. “hina is sand to wrtoay a of 
‘the natural scence, a weil px eo “pure” matheraticy and sataticy 

‘Proof? Wher aubject m poblic schools w aways regarded as the 
hesdet? Ia whic do upd fll ent? Machen, of cure 
"Ths io ra ry ee he pimary ade vp wo eee 

Ray srpese yout Loew for ero tat se of 

ove tan hil of lr atdens fro other 

i jaabrly to handle ealealon. Would you blame thi 

fon poor teaching? Then yoor ows watsticel medio’ us weil, for 

fea of methods have been oved, she reslte verified and analyzed, 

the clear implication dram: wine ence somthods prove mich 

Detter than eters, no method will carry the average man fat along. 

the coud toward aight into scence; for, ax Lord Kelvin eaid, “You 

do sot bave science until you have eumber; wad, whes you have 
imager, you have wceace™ 

‘Troe who write for Cyclops and his offering aew that uo 
newpaper, motion picture, aor radvo program can intereat the public 
9 specs! information nleee the later can by some ingenious 
track be converted into pictures. Thies, yor cannot get by with even 
‘ach a cmple arezpeat av this: “During the past eight years Japan's 

Peto Arman” 1 













































‘MOROS 
‘population shown an annual increase slightly more than double that 
‘5f oar own country." Bar « comic wip im which » Japanese it set 
beside an American and each proportianstly 2 oem pietore 
ta picture clears up the myvtery for many readers. Unfortunately, 
fewer than O1% of all siguicant correlaboas ean be thrown onto 
the scteen or printed page ia tha mazaer, To wate 

‘portion ia bald language isto bale ar leat sevea out of 
‘And « compousd propontce ls absolutely urpriztuble. 














‘We find 2 third, even more starthog proof of the mathematical 
ambeciliry of moet people. Iti the entire history of bunseah As we 
shall 





‘oth unt be quaatiaavely elated t tend ia 
wth velocities in change of demand. All gots of intercorel 
must be computed alaoand here we past miles beyoed the od of 
the typical unsem sas. Thougls he may robcrbe toa doa 
and engage tatescuoe to expla eles to his) e athe 
moet ofthe edspetible rads. The eeu? Test writen 
10 blood cad tears acrom che whole world today. You hive heard 
he by stupid backers, acapid promoters, wspid mer. 
chan pid perl, he the ud pth Yo hae 
te imabce ot t pred, 
















tk you err; for underneath el wuch atstogss rune a thick, frm 
substratum of dulaeas as to quantities, movement, form, classe, 
1d cortelapons which biors all thinking. 

chaunt Cyclops forever to bia suaking cave. 
Had we tune aad apace, we aight go o0 wndeBrtely through the 
cealm of logical afectioa trappiog specimens cight und left 
‘uxerous, they, than the iaaects of dhe Amazoo—yet, and deadlier 
tw mun! Not a home, town, state, aor iutitution winch hus oot beea 
ppolssacd by some of ther. The logical imbecile known x» Mary 
Baker Eddy tainted thoarsads of weak minds in bee day with rock 
smaunderings a “There it 20 pela in Trutb, wad no Troth in pri 
than we prove by he rule af javersion.* “Gad is good, 20 good it 
oi" (the dn: ta cepants ce etropei wgoe 











HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
rupeds are clephanty, Ido not know; « mugniScent zoology might 
‘has be ererted.} 
‘Whe the ulllet instances of defective logical reflection probably 
‘clergymen and specslatve phyncitt (woe of 
for mathematics}, 
‘we run up again ducouragiag varieties of it wong all the pro” 
Femions, wore of which sre ahall consider. Let me end now woth 
‘comment oa popula: theory sboxt the loo range comequesces of 
Trarwan thinking—e popular theory because darterig und optima 
Teas the theory that, In spite of caan's decrey i 
hhe manages to work everything out fer the beat by dint of tral and 
‘Thur genial oul, Ed Howe, savsres us that, during the pan hun- 
Aired thoutand yexza or to, people have tried out every conceivable 
way of eating, drinking, dremiag, buying, seling, ling, loving, 
aising, condemning, Bighting, and keeping therr health. The wayt 
‘which the tore iatelligent section of our citseaty now follow 
the ben, not on theory bet rather by tral and error. Oue of them 
‘men have winnawed and Gttered av mock of ygrorance, stupidity, 
ing a8 Is humasly ponible. They ace as nearly perfect 
























‘outlook! Weald that wa could alt enjoy itl 
“The chief ews in it aze two: Sree of all, poople haven't given. ll 
rays tral; and, secondly, when they have tried out « way, they. 
hhave done toi tach x nupid, inscourate, hit-ued-aias fashion that 
cet cnclaint abot i wor cou be reached. Whee, or 
‘example, has there ever been an intelligent tet of adult 
ere eeched for in vn, Thee ere ees duSthing experimen 
vwith emps and ereamed caulifower and wallle—bot teil me the 
tea ett recipes for any oae of these. Consider drinks, soft end hued. 
‘There ate more blends ucdixcoveced thee dlicovered right now. 
For every known cocktail thers ara a thowand never enacocted. 
‘When you advance t the dim ceaime of iadowtry atd busines, 
Hlawr's doctrine becomes lndicroos Where 2ad whee war the credit 
‘yaemn given x tet under sient conditions? Hlow much ig known 
about varistions in inrtalment trying? Has azy bank ever evolved 
swell proved mthod af leading moory? Every businces man know 
the asrmer. 
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mozos 
‘Tara tothe aflin of sciey a large? His there eve been & 
asesuie tr of te democrave quem? IF, Tcanum fad recorda 
2 e Leok ees: how frie tne Goldec Rile wii? Hm tybody 
tend thit oot by tal and crv? No. Ad martonge? Hl not 
foci eimayt fought the wil aed-eror method bore? How about 
tor echo? Where are we to look for the Boal rnin of toe 
Sraumned procedure? Lo Now York? Yo Viena? In Onikeas? Avd 
Ja what book have they been brought ropeber, for the glory af 
Bankind? 

“Tarn whiheroerer you wll; you can id oo ascomoltin of 
swam ch tx Ed Howe draribn, Why not? Prt of aly boctne 
Yoople caanot ier rach from wal and cer aalem they tect 
there experiences to careful easly the tie ofthe vest and 
‘mbencver ie inter relevance appr. Bat most people lack ihe force: 
{al fatay todo te. Tey Hea prety onach a a ad guns Pi. 
dt, Secantly, to ma ta-tnd ator, even ox de low lee, fr 
for the race, iv refs es be brought together To spite of the 

book oa boats aed indatry, hardly a morsel ofthe 
tof mats experience server imperial com- 
Tuniccie form. The coura of Femmcrepi way hve laroed feo 
thousand traths aboot ways of handling creminals; but the cuoci- 
forms in clay have aot pamed them down to us Julius Cesar dr 
fovered ven tropund mare trths aboot mecaging widen, but 
fee books give we nly x Geensg glmpwe of i teal wb eto 
No, the thought thet modom har actomlated ik the mow 
Greeland ma pleasent Gcion—na more For every tath that comet, 
down, there ae dragged aloag sa 1 wake x hundred bloaders, 
tupericions, and word idcan The proper of Program charms 
tp ud ns onc throu the sallow of oor horanerqe cute. 
Fer every inch of headway, « ta of ous! 





























(Creare teageatin 


90 we arrive atthe (ourth kiad of tantary. (Surely yos bud’ for- 

gettin it) Te is creative iomaguation. It oftte—alnowt alwayt, 

Indeed confused with coomructive imagisstion of the sort found 

‘in many young people doring those early years when they lave m 

patter with tools, «2 make bows and arrows sed s0 draw pictoree 
[is] 
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she wali while mama wae and she paperbangen orle To 
Sippose, at wveral dietogubed cdscatora da, Cat this ma 
‘mipulation fw nt eare the susie up Betthorew's urge to wr 
‘mphonie i un extaordisary coofunoe, ye cos which i ll too 
surg. The child in merciy developing tmaciet; the thing doat at 
‘bordinate te the dong He does ot aim at creting, be sunt at 
‘ioviog thu and 0 ‘Thes ‘wn, imagiaaton plays pety rll in 
procedures. He gon abost maiiog something emertally the tame 
{hat he has acca sbowt bi. Teacher drawa « bone oo the black: 
board, 4a he tet i From horse 30 com, from cow to RE, w0 Tun 
bis tepponedly creative igh. Ital iaey-miae parts mule to one 
partotfeaaty. So Icaonst take itaeriouty here npocian att 
‘ther connections 
Genuine ereative smegiaation always evolves sométhing ro 
oundly original often vo muck vo tat ooly veteran crits can 
of vome of 1s mgredieat. Schubert, 

melodies Chopia makes reelunchaba wadible Eicsein cazstracs 
‘ gaury scheme of wparestime Eduto devaes sseandescent Inap4 
od talking machiace Ail this the ral dog. How far free the 
Cyeiopet 





























heavenly power, why discum then in » comic tall 
cof conmplaings ike this one? On we go te more frovrfol mexdow. 


Aechitat 


Architeca aeatly demoostrate syothesie wod relativity. Io the 
‘etitious abgalute see, ali archicece who rucceed at all are bi 
inns; far thelr work involves a considerable grasp of general basi- 
‘ent methods, of Innducape gardexiag; of home, fectory, hop and 
‘dfice requicements; of interior decoration, and of enginesring, 10 
eat than of architecture itmelf in the Limited yeas. Ever being called 
‘apon to design etructarcs for new sta, new purposes, und new cicaty 
hey most be versatile extoeneally aad intellocwaly, Yet, reasive 
‘w euporlor abiliie, they exhibls amaxiog uvpidicies—all became, 
relative to ther problems, even these abilities often prove inadequete. 
‘The architect suffere further from too smack viibiliry: all hip 
landers and oversight: are forever exposed a the maked ays af 
[166] 














MoROS 
every pamec-by. A supid aathor It goon forgoten by all urve refer~ 
care libeartars. A crapid lawyer sooo duappeare from the bar. A 
‘upd profemor 
‘with a peonca. Bat 
‘00 his owe podiments and portals; be these of marble, een bis Ill 
fame endures as ong as oarble Witnew the Prince Albert Memorial. 
Ta dinconing ths large problem with Harvey Woey Carbet, I 
ws guided (9 the fundameatale, Every structore hat an Saaide and 
‘49 cunide. Tt. alsa placed somewhere. Ie. calculated to eadare 
for f leat 10 and to guy years It mast please thase who pay for 
the designing. All these elemental facts mn be integrated with 
the money permumble to expead opoo the stricture and the locel 
‘building laws. Bach of these factors st, sa reality, not nogle but 
inordiaately complex. So the woader a that atchiectt ever auccsed 
to the point of sxtaineg everybody. (Perhaps none ever has!) Nor 
shoul wet ara a te ieee pin whch bb np sew 
Conider the stupidity of whe old Army and Nevy Buildings in 
‘Washington. The exxenor denga bad been developed specially for 
cant iron frontt; 4 New York azchutect had woo considerable 1 
fnown for hus grace aed akull in that style of cosstraction, which 
mide nccemary the caring of repeating aia of éecoraiion 1a 
feiphimid o> one wor, for nejng Inner wool have bese 
too heavy to handle, while oa-tepenting wats would have proved 
teo cory. He won the contract but was called upon to baild, not 
of cat zoo, bur of granite 
Conaiier the main beildings of New York University, which 
face awry from the hnglway—ocly Deccure the architects eomehow 
‘where and how the highway would probably be 



























omitted. Consider the boildsags of the Colembia Universty campos 


group, with walls chick exoagh to withirand the mi 
‘Quakes of Chile or Japan, coming eaough eo erect a Srvt-clam cal. 
lege, nad perhape pay for sonae of it faculty, to; consider alo the 
beaght of these nie edifices, moutly seven or cight low marley, fa 
2 eaty whose fame ret Largely on akgserapery—end justly wo becwure 
of ri iauularcty nnd hugh cout of eving. Coster that splendid new 
sont Dicks Landon wich bs well ten ey bbid & 
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{oven of pillar, «single, anal, slow clevatt. While Hervey Wiley 
‘were ascending in a, Bush remarked that 
‘of the axe size would have a huge battery 
‘of elevator. The elevitor mas, ovecheariog this criticivm, ro4e 10 
the beigha of sarcasm. “In Hengland, we uke only exe at» time.” 
‘When architecture sad politicn, fearful and woaderful hybe 
sprang from the msaltionce, Look upon almout any group of govera- 
iment atructures built before the Wosld War. Exther they ace sbsurd 
copie of tome Greek temple or else of the Washingisa capitol; of, 
if nether, then Bathing at all Ax dhey bave beca well dended & 
rmlion tienes, let as not waste breath over them We close with the 
Denver Post Odice, 2 mars of wled grasute and marble, sf T recall 
tight, Whea it war opened a Pederal offcer (and treed of mine) 
famigned ta 2 guste on the third floor. He tried to mail seme 
letter and found neither meil box nor muil chste, He had to walk 
down to the ground floor, hen cut into the szeet, Uben veverad hu- 
red paces, atound the coraer, until he came to use Pott Office en- 
‘tance, where he dspoted of hus mal. Soese months later,  though- 
fal, remorieful goveramest seat « squad to chisel out of wold granite 
and marble the forgotien mait chate! Did they thiak of placiog the 
hte against the wall? Net they! Chistes sboold he coneterinak, 
according to Federal ypecficarions; 49 hey hackod and hewed mod 
Dlavted and filed wet dey made holes deep enough to hold the 
‘conveyance. 
‘Mark youl I am aor cagging the archutecms 1 


























them oa the 


stage au a demonstration of man's fetal Limatstion an the prevence 






the lem of geome, cha wed welsy, Tere te few 
apeentacchitecte nmely Decawe there are few supermen, 


Language 


“Way drag ia language in 2 Short Introduction to Human Sra 
pidity? Teo’ that» atuped lundee?* 

‘Sour eraders amy have ecurtored thos betwirtthele seth wx they 
comah i chapter tide. A eget iin order—trom wt 





oRos 
trom thom. For it docs sem fae-feched t» duscoune oa the sabire 
tf fuoguage. Bot the act cuz be amply jut. 

Language goides sia many egaiscest wep throngh 1 ody of 
Intelligence and rrupidiy. Not wholly reliable, 1 verves ut presty 
‘well onthe whole, Note, ft ofall, that language ability is apecifc 
{ovctian, oo le than the behav of eye or est. The brain physl- 
logit tlle ox that “he eguusc ability of an indsvidua} depend 

ieciy upon the degre: to winch the fotermediete remporal area 
Of the cerebrum it developed.” = 

‘Next, the prychologive epores that language in the selt of « 
uzhly complex satsgrative protes in which the cote ceatral nerv= 
cu qyuer and the muscle, expenally those of laryax and tonpuc, 
bare. To think without nag laeguege ie almort imponible Te 
(nk without using acy moncig alno But it it eay to ute fae 
guage wuthout Gunking at all. Hence, we mfer, Inguage funcuoss 
are subordinate to etelligence (aad eplésty) but not exteraly Coved 
vith the Inter, Ts anyrmartry prota re to many peculiar reletion: 

pt which rout be napected. 

‘Mental operations of all kinds {ovulve the muclen Thinking, 
runing, envercazing « with, following the remarks of « speaker, 
and all other cogeate procenes project themtelwes soto the mncle 
‘btes where ewher vsible motions or eke the teaxions of iabibried 
motions result. Nom, the mon hughly organized fel of wich oper 

jaw is leaguage. Tato itr mold all thmking and alt fantay, al 
speculation and all argument ave eventually poured. And it 1 aot 
tobe wondered at thet our ancertora considered che study of language 



































Suppore that we stk whet thie duacovery af moders. paycholony 
‘meant as to language. Can we avoid the coacizsion that languege 

represent ceulity much more fully thon har generally been 
duppared? Ide aot soe how we caa. For if ure inference x not sree, 
‘then there ovat be many important mesial processes regslazly eat 
tied on which seldom of never appear in symbole sounds sul signa, 
‘And ws leaguage develops cichly ix child Infe loog before social 


Se Dine st Toe es es ms, 
(1697 





HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘reatraiatswuch as tabu and conventions affect its vrueture ang move 
imext, the prychologit cannot take refege in the wpposition that 
ay fingwiitic foucnive becomes ienplict and 

‘The oaly things which tba and cooventicn 





the Ske, Gransour, syutzz, rg of voeabalary, and otber functions 
‘cannot be atttbuted to anything other tsea the spourantour activities, 
‘rn, of babues am hey babslingly experiaveat sth thevetoagues ad, 
sccoodly, of uduln triving fo communicate with oo: anothec. (I 
perporely disregard hete the emaboesl snd appentien unteraaca 
‘Ot Unfaacy and avages, inasewich a1 all these take place prior 10 


Ianguage 18 the modern sexse.) 

‘Studeats of languages who have ceased to be mere philologiany 
ad have turned their faces toward the ving lorcer which create 
‘words and sentences are bringyng to ght « welts of material which 
contre my belief. Ax yet they have 20: perceived che paychologtcal 
‘eaeings of theie investigations, but they Reve set nearly all the 
Signpars for the gudance of hisn who would fare forth im search 
cof hamen ature. The mautecly research of Jeypersea in the evel: 
‘on of laguage * 1» packed with facta which ced only a slight 
inceement of intespretation 2a order to bring oot many inticeacies 
Detween iteltigence and the anersd word, 

‘Recaase the use of language involves, vex on its lowert level,» 
varity of integrative procenes, i¢ mast be conndered beiety here 
‘The mublect, nnfortunately, is w large and 10 new that I dare offer 
‘ly a hint or two at to how it ought to be approached and what we 
‘muy expect 0 find soit As worthy problem for « decade or 190 
‘of srody I herewith commend sf to the peychologum, expectally 10 
the bebavicrsm wha make the leryax « verbiform appendix of the 
brain. While they work away at, let us prea on to the phenomena 
‘of seapidity and language. 

High ski in using Lenguoge anally indicates wpenor stl 
ence, Leek of aill utoally beteaye nore mportast mupidtcy. One 
Of the highest positive correlaneas berween roteligence sod other 
traits occurs between it and the score ia Eaglah compontion. It may 
et bore yoo to glance down the lite of three independent ter, 
each by & tharmaghy competeatisvetigetor. 


























Teme tee Yay 
(7) 





Tn Rook's tous these correlations with 1. Q. ef bigh schoo! stu- 
eng ran at follows: 
Wie chemarsy eae et dee 2 
Wich Eagiuh componuca © >) lt 
Wihumbemna sft 
With Lasia ap eee % 
With bin Tt 2s 
In Bright’ txt, aha with high schools tt ruts that: 
‘With English ae po oat nscobe TE 
With Lana. : ere 
‘With algebra” Dol @ 
Web handicraft fe pay pk Sohn Se 


ters of gramenar achoot children, the I. Q. correlates 








Web Eaginbccaposivon ss 
‘With svithmene aoe Ne Dolo 
With reading Pee eS Tos 
With handwrsting nae 2 a 
‘With drawing. 2 ty nee 5 


‘What do these sombers mean? Any ove betwetn 35 and $0 indi 
‘atts a fucly good bot aot tremeadoutly sigeficant parallel between 
ireacral intelligence and the truit indicated. Any one between 50 
and 60 begine to be signifcaat of « marked trend showing some 
‘net consertion. Aay over 60 is emphatically high end seveais 1 
‘rong Hinkage of the tenite Tew sare for any correlation of uy 
‘gisera! sort to rea above $2. Those which do cfsen nua out to 
‘nvolye language shuliies: chat we Gnd extremely high correlations 
between mental age om the Binet veale, and tho sil 

in the Thorndike tera. Tse correlation rises hers to 94 
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‘shoot 9p 1091. This mexae mach for one preseat inquiry} it nea 
‘hat language reflects oae's level of sntalligence (and stpidi 





i 
‘snow perfeey. Amon, I sy. To eit perce, the correisoon 
trol have to be 100. 

Before we goon to larger mattry, et ot exhib the exceptional 
‘elation! there ace cnt so ch high Ineguege sll 9 aot as 
ned with correspondingly high iieingeace. Though fem, fl 
Tvely viewed, ty are crionaly dntibete se placer where oe 





fyped. At lengsh T war vexed to Ge poust of Iameching 
Faneaninverigxo0a up 4nd down Grab Stee, yeu even isto the 
1 Red what T found 

ere intllgence, dhe emotional satay, and che low 
culture of mou ltecary perio Dave bees all too cleazly eveated 
by avers! informal inquines ameng well exablabed authors Lite- 
29 penn, rine, and tener of my acquaintances the publshag 
‘ed have teported to me, from time to timey and ut appetry that 
About ai out of every ten nulocs believe nly bx hot, m cla 
‘oyaser, 1 palmintry, and a urology! Margaret Deland his pub- 
lily declared, before « etherig of prchologinn, that he pi het 
faich in a sprit reairo to we srange eater of her cuye board, 
-Acother dain feminine seribbersepulates he: whole hfe ky numer 
logy; bur, fer tome reslon to me mcomprchennble, abe. grew? 
furious when T siked the privilege of mestining ber name in 




















sevear; and they proved therr magnificent opty to me with ex- 
sumpler Osce T introdnoed, under the deca of « game, « series of 
‘lementary logical fallacies mach an aze goven to college freshmen, 
“exzrciteh Arnong thove presen, three or four populac uathors were 
unable ro detecr anything wrong: The rest of my investigations can 
‘ot be told, simply because i it x osotonacs recital. 

"Not oo mao in x hundred crer achieves 4 thoreoghly objective 











in vocabulary and syle of expreaioa, Shadea of meaning beyoad the 
(173) 


rm of Estesem por. Words whoes eseunngs have bess orig 
SUF misuaderost are ed for years encicseied wD rainy 
terial vo «bret thy yeaid wh wan yg fm f98 
fies agua ay gong cre” Baca eapercned wens cherish 
SSeroaipical vaugea of nach itrwerte natal abs 
‘Amoeg ie oak ad fe ofthe race, however, ch reads laces 
te me em, ecamannanonl cesping ot syie—sore Meaty 
opal tomard meanings. 
"ot people are coonstceliyaeable to eae language int 
higher esau, They lve at te meatal Ie ermesaite be 
ofthe prkordial savage sad he exper If of todera 
Tanke which ha eresed the ribeticn af prowess, there ad 
ple The rank ad Sie of cel chlsrea here well troughont 
‘Europe tink and speak aod wre ia ove "sscperabl,iogelar 
onglmeratoa" which,» Jopersen bay well mid, charctrte 
friaions language, We do ser eall the everagn language by ech 
ponderous neme; we aay te cso mac thu, rely tod tsk 
tobephtte an dang, But ha mens 16 
Not gate of 
rom end Lucile to whos Hlessor Wersbrdge ha otsodeced 
tn "Lite Amos the Lowtcows” Nevetele, you may gmp 
the common as lngaage scone hand trough the word tt of 
the young aden 
far oda what wort coe 0 paces mah 
(praor  geraay hanged, while Lucille tayt "L0 the char” 
Forage tt Yo dat whch ert. Lae fn 
oo 
ot sale, but ll’ we repeat. Ta ous hea she sn 
meee are et re 
“argh bt il; we ke patty oy eee 
SS Sat Rracnoe ave baay for Uncle. a 
“Soon rood ike’ to Flot, Sgt aes fson animal’ to 
Loni {tke Soa sin sd ake are cleat SB 
er ge Poet Sead reed i 
Say age Became Co War war ig!” 
tet admit that Lacie and Flora live ia « be moch thicker 
than Oat which eecormpencs ont highschool dens, Bot ee 
Tia 
























t0 morons with 




















HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
tWoo't you eee « slid resemblance between dheir sone of aaguage 
and chat of the high school waior who write "The age 
ppouencosur in discovering the motives of the crime"? Or 
sing was helped by the apeech of ae aspuna at every cornet"? 

‘Bor the hapless erudenis are scarcely worse thas many of their 
teachers. If taxpayers realized the linguinic aupuéity of these chal 
servanoy 2 how! would rescued ftom Wall Suet to Walla Wall, 
‘Out af every 100 English composition teachers below the college 
level, it is fe to rate a lear 40 as sylitic imbeciles and ax bigh- 
«grade linguistic morons Of the remaising 60, pou 
‘speak well enough to handle the commen ran 
‘uch a lets, simple ews repoci, aad untechnicel diper: but they 
are dull the mctian of phrase and tura. If oat ott of the 100 
thowa positive style wad wae leatbliy, i 8 a Wonder my eyed have 
yt to contemplate. 

For some fiften years I offered, at Columbus, advanced compo 
‘ition for profewloaat and near-proteuvanal wrnert. Two courte 
bundled ction, one dealt with magazine eruclet. Every year a 
‘sptinkling of high school teachers woght admumion oo the foun 
that they yearned to get the eraltwman'y ouch. (Pew of them had 
‘even mustered the touch system on the typewriter.) 1 Het ux the most 
promising, and—ob, woe is met—1 uveslly found that it was I who 
mat Jet lo. Unfortunately, I did not keep segregated records of 
achievement; but I did preserve scoret of papers for many yea 
From these 1 now call a seauence writen by « high school teacher 
ff Eoplah composition. You mest take my word for at that thie 
‘ypleal in every ceepect; from aay of veveral hundred MSB. nailer 

‘might be drawn. Tom, as it is, from the bot heart of 
osea some ot st fe. But you woulda't nobee the lot 





















carry tte tg npc 
Jagan otra eee 


(tt the erecsougl “I wil make ham the very best wife I pom 

‘in’, she had svalved ln moments of unre ‘a the 

ict ingeity aad undcrteding taet on spar a 

E'S te elves loyalty tad opi of far pds fo as Te on 
ous] 





a2 far of » fow manta antl she bad porpotey think 
ss ‘when the bad ct bees 
wees and andes 





‘And now, at tat, you know wy hgh achool bop granp engueae 
they do. Meagrely eodowod with snteligeoce they are dred BY 
smeagrelyendawed minds oaly ro often. They brig litte to schools 
‘here heady and litte vp added to that Inte. hear fiw year fi 
to extablah sharp, precue dievachoss in meaning: 30 weir baic 
Vocabulary w safrm and therefore cot serve well 18 carrying the 
vast enpersteuetoce of adelt language. ‘Thu crtcomutence 1 regerd 
‘4 the mon ngniSant, oot alone mn education, but s8 the eatre 4a" 
agement of fumes allay Tb beating poo probleme of mupidty 
tnaot be exuggeruind, So bere we pave while I delve eto De 
ebce of vocabulary and ita enderlyog lowe, If T can make 
lene one or two exuiblahed Cacts Jn this obucure fed, you will ee 
oie tenes eres ink Gs Seren tate 
“Language in quite dierent {rom what people easly suppor. 
‘Anil ome of the doepest 4flereaces ic in the celation between Banc 
meanings and the vast ryuc of euperiemponed dervatives, Doce 
thir sound frighthlly conlmed? Thea let me sutra st sxaply. 
T have found bundreds of fourth asd fis grade pupi 
dlimmally iz elementary arithcnetic pactly becaurt they have never 
grasped that the common mtaniag of “plat” of + u conveyed by 
och expremons a8 the tam of" "add ta” “together with,” “cote 
biaeay” and,” “with,” more” and yo on. They do noe scr that 
atinue” jt a relation exprewod by ‘se differance betwern,” “take 
ewe,” “wubsrace troca” “leey” and the Like, School teazhery are 
<civen ond by pupila mmconmzoing tech « problem ax this: “id 
the ditoeace beorees 8 and 4." The learners procerd to add B and 
46. When aaked wry they did sy hey reply enouratully: “It ayy 8 
(ad 4, docan's i? "And? ocans ‘pla. 
is) 
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Now, such childsca have oct yet mastered the batic vocabulary 
of muthematicn That ig they have sot grappled with the concepts 
tf addition, subtraction, and to 00 to the poxat of rabjuganag thea. 
thoroughly. Hence they blasder the intrant they eater the realm af 
derivative meaniogs and vanaats Theic House of Numbers u bult 
‘upon sand; evsry wind and rain shatters the frail shack. AU thee 
‘ves chrough, they think ia the uame fog au that which wrathed the 
youthful contemparary of our good side, Profomar Robert E. 
Rogern* who recal's what he belices hi “fire sorantencous pimpse 
of tbat stupidity ceally means atthe age of Gve, sa the Biret grade 
‘Seography class we Rad been told thet he earth vs found 
Like an orange” We had been told to reproduce the venuiment of 
paper, The ltde gust cexr w me wrote ‘The round earth us a2 
‘Orange’ ad called it a day. At that snoment, U chuak, I rocognisd, 
although I, probably did aot kaow the word, what ‘rapidity! 

‘Now, in ali subjece Srocx mathematics to cowmeticn there st 
sexall basic vocabulary which exbcaces the fundacocetaly Tt mutt 
bbe completely snatered exe one can combine std rearrange the term 
and relations it defices with fseedem aed accuracy. A seemingly 
‘rv error in the fouadatien throws immeste anemes of the wiper 
structure out of plamb. Tt u somewhat av sf you were to leara ell 
‘numbers except six; or ax of you learned all arithmetical operations 
‘except tubiracting, and thee cadeavered 19 kindle the work of + 
‘public accountant: Or wig as sf yoo leamed all parm of aptech 
‘except pronouat and straggled slong tous in conversatoo, 

‘When a well educated man aurares yor that he cennor cosvey to 
you what he means, you may be reasonably carts thar be is plagued 
‘with an Impertect busic vorabalary. When be assert that moat of 
De cludes language, be onsaliy combines wath a truth x grave unde 
tieate ax ta bow mach words cas expren. Owes D. Young he 
fepedtediy vat forth this opinion—at, zt long aga, io his St. Law 
renee University commencement addceas. He cays he bts discamed 
the inadequacy of language with maxy dimognstbed lawyer, cngi- 
‘ceca, and other professionals, nearly all of wham agree with fm 
‘that they—a0 gore than be—can say caly « sual fraction af hat 
‘they with to exprea. Young declares that even the moat ekilfsl at- 












































‘Moros 
‘tornee, who spead their Lives wrestung wath comms, phrav, cans, 
‘and qaulficr rarely are ablo to reduce t writing mote Ihab 5% 0 
10% of ther iateatioes 
‘Mont of the langoage deficiency obierved by Youg springs from 
defecs ia besie vocabalary which have beco, ia tura, cxosed partly 
Dy abominable traizsng bat anil more by coautcubonal supudity. Tw 
‘ot suggesting that the able ewyert and exguners Youog courted 
5H only inst thar ther ngnistic aenativicy ia, ve various 
‘imited, relative to the thiogs they woold Uke 
to utter, They ure im the predicament of « max who, with no trai: 
‘techalcal vocabulering is wuldealy called 
spon ta devcribe the design sed functioning of x Unorype enachine, 
He might be pardoned for intating, after x few days of 
inrugale, that language breaks down ia the presence of sach i 
cacy. Nevertheless every least deat! of the mechioe cum be prec 
reported 1a words—miorly ia artechmca) words at thet. The at 
through lack of peshaze ten or fifteen concept a oe 
‘Thru theve beneath xs workadey vocabolary, give hima 
‘to think them theongh, and be wall dexcrbe the ligotype 

























an 

‘This seopsdity toward language becomes more and more serious, 

civilaatos progrenes. Discoveries and iavertooy multiply the 
things to be described by word, and they compel sabrler exprenonn, 
tore precise rermunologies. AX the same ttn the sbeee maltitede of 
‘novelties inendates on, drowning even the mont capacious intellect 
Tn all chit what Becomes of the ordinary man? Plaicly, be per- 
vives and conceives relanvely lem and lem. The law of da 
returns applies to language to lee than to acnse peréeptions 
roneme relanons, Somewhere axound 2000 oF 3,000 wordt the 
common demands of daily cooveriation are met; somewhere around 
‘the 20000th word a man stope acquiring « large vocabulary for 
reading purposes, bocaute be finds thet the extra effort in not repaid 
in benefta. Only ¢ fer people ws trafic in words vise to w vocaba- 
ery of 40,000 oF $0,000 wards. Yet even sech « one represen lex 
th cxesenth of the absolute contemporary vocaboltry. By the 
ear 2000 it ey reproveat oniy 1% 

‘Now, hitserto colrarz has been tranemited Largely chrough litera- 
tore; and the tobetaece of the ordinary man's world haa been em- 
Sodio i inci nag so ep andthe ke, Today ee 











HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
ture, even in it broader tense, does sot encompes more then 001% 
of wccace nd che wchnolgie A the same time erintsy pees 
are reading eelatvely lean and les of the significant matter, 
ey ea es De pty. Mi of hm eo wet 











chemem,peycholopt, and ngrononinn (Flow enany of them eves 
ikngw what dhe dew ax agrotomiat is?) 
«a ath domain of morn knowinlge bu in own basic woes, 





IMlaive wo De grow working word Tit, thr base in ech docan 
‘mall, Thus io geography, at may well be that S00 key concepts 
oot nu as tea 20 may seve the enire nate Ta genlogy, 
probsbiy twice ar rauy occur; fe poyeek oreoaly all ore, Yok 
Sot one teath at my oe appear inthe epeinl vocabulary of sco 
lege text-book oa phywice. 

Now, our alleged educational tyttem scarcely graves thexe muny 
Xichteretori Drew at randoms an7 1000 reen eollegegradsste, 
‘ur them on 1,000 ky terme fn nay Cwenty Sel ao chonee a a> 
dam, How many of the youtg men ged women will score 25% ace 
urtcy? Noe more than ons ox of fie or ae. Aud wl be wires 

‘one scores 80% right. Nowhere does the “culteral lag,” 
wal cal ielove ioe mare aakedly chan here. The voealled 
‘docated lta taken a atta! groop, sll ink and apes the 
ingore of te cary winterth camry, sotar a they work athe 
lear; bt, ke he por pegrocs who dot on beg werd ike “pum 
luriou and “reverberatory,” oot hte A. B.v and Ph. Da pcr 
slong, at was and seminary 12 grave daccose about relat and 
{ola wens ora if they Lew what they were epg, Peron, f 
Jet moch wore fun leriogw the zie conver sont "it Jean 
Sescropenerous beach af xapbyissaive who mid At rs Sred from 
4: competion of wok” 

“The leagonge empty of Acrcicam Bare wp whenever thy sex 
or wk. Inte aotriot thet our people are ered at creation 
‘il ors of expnonions end apelin ive bea poltered: Hilece 
Relic wert i 9 1 recall, the deranatiog velocity of our 
daily vex, which {oer uo gras oasealables and fot nly 
Seg omy And Maar et be" ance 























find much impotence i selbexprewion.” Ln my ops 
smut drive deeper if sist mach the fountain of dall epeech. Why 
ste we o dittratiel of onrslves ia cneversauioa? Chiefy becaise We 
‘re to badly equipped wath the fendamental idecs which alumnae 
and organize tse pamag show. The irate we opes Our mouthh, we 
‘discover the varunm. 80 quickly we Bide i¢10 sheme. 

“Ax with convereruog, 0 with reading—only more wx. Milbons of 
‘people disike serious reading. More millions read ever newepsper 
te slow!y and so anaccarately chat what ahould be « pleasot duty 
turns fata boredom. T have studied the habita of many hundeeds of 
‘educated people and find, ro my own amaxemeot, stupidity TampAlt, 
Dal eyes and dull nade conyperc to ths ingloncas cod As I have 
dealt with ths pate of fnerary stupudity elvewbere* Jet me pas i 
by wieh ao altusion Business mea who have bad a college course will 
read 4 newspaper atthe rate of four words a second and cetaio oaly 
‘de meat obvious aasraivefeatuzen. Details wot wa aarrativ form $038 
fone eye and out the other. Ax Sonelingent reader govers such rater 

the eate of five, sx or seven words « yecond and cettins at lant 
‘one-third of the dette The same inferior adult wil get hardly one- 
tench of « furly dificule book pamage. He commonly taker ia one 
‘td at Gime; woe never asnasilates the longer sweep of thought. 
He lay the volume down, diy, xritated, ured. 

‘Hore we paute for « moment to glinpes the Amer 
hole, Stupidity io language increave, would sppetr Hence gen 
ral seupidiey rocreste; for, remember, thinking spart from Ten 
range i, if mot wholly iraponsble, azow 0. There ie both xn abeo- 
Tate and'« relative mupefsetion: our pehools have lott thar grip on 
lementals and no looger give the average youth and maid « Bocangh 
bane vocabatary, 0 = generation of fuzny thiokers has grown up and 
vil son be runaing affetre—probably inte che ground. At the name 
tian, the environment grows huges, moce being, an ever grenicr 

chemircy, phytiology, wate laws, buninetyculem 

‘piusting, « . . Poor Cyclopal Well 

smay he sigh for hu good old eave, end the woclly rama, and the great 
fre somdging away dromily! 







































eft Lia 18 Abi A Sl tb Gio te 
9] 


HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 

(Os stupid misuedeceandiegs due to wupider longunge all he Iz 
yes of Conuandam teve. Fhe inment negotstons of te League 
St Nanoas have bece shot Growgh wilh dus vame blunderieg of 
‘word and phrase. Schoolbooks m=mplfy ned adorn it, aking 2 it~ 
(ue of verbal sad semag a high price on pater. Newipapert spilt 
ver with i, weinag words Like Belshertt, Chroxiaaity, Jurice, 
Progress, Charity, Capitalen, Labor, Econom System, Civilizt. 
tioa, Bunneas Law aed Order with ao more taught inte meeniogt 

a0 1 poweasd by the electric vige whose thovrasd bul ash the 
rit of Goithkior Silk Sox ia well formed eecteoces of pres-agent 
Brox Yer, it is all w charge ofthe Light Brigade! A very ght br 
{adel Sooner or later, there pooe stupid fellows wil be sho dowa— 
SII becnove they dont kaw whet ings meen. 

‘Will evilization then tod? No, indeed! As to tht, Tam wi an 
amcosngible options. Give me tine, and I shall come up amshng! 

"What we have found aout the stupid lnogeage of oar conten 
poracia maken me wooder aboot the past Surely no owt bes and 
places men have bees even wtupier ches we m thi respect. I 
Toqnaas amare us that the carceatlangaaper of Weatera Europe 
ropreved fecher then any others seratd choy, Sexi, and 
ompactnes, 8, would it oot veem thet the thiaking of more prin 
tive peoples mast bare been dangerouly restricted by ther A 
Dolius of speech and wuing? 1¢ dhe wind teans vo heavily Upon 
Yocabolary and gracumas, mur i sot modéle sortly through the 

iti langage? 
































‘give w a more or les objective mearere of the iatelhgence and ws- 
idity of those who use any mode of expression. Juwt how to attack 
(ch 4 task in 2 puzzle, to be ware. 

sway Tam going to come ett hece in profitable. But ita worth 4 ty. 
So we approach the peychology of language from the point of view 
of fs fategraive procenct Before we eas do Gilt, hoogs, you Mn 
lea what euch « process. 

‘So we past oa to this very Large subject, after which we shall xe- 
‘en to the inmost payehiencecrore nad function ofthis rana's high 
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‘MoROS 
Grenmar 


In all we shal say abort language and wmpidity it mon be clearly 
‘ndersioad that we hold no bref for the exploded theory that a deep 
immer counection exis between race ebd langunge or betwezn cul 
ture and laaguage: Lang ogo Frans Boas put that potion out of court, 
and out itwill ng, 10 fer 24 we are conceroed. But this seed not pre 
veut aur verousiziog a language for is eypical seascvitles and ta- 
senainyiter; end our inferring fom theae thatthe particular people 
‘who gave the Language form moan have pouente?, ut some coulder 
Able degree, the characteristics eppareat fa the grammar, vocabulary 
td coetmmom style. A culture, as Boas correctly maiattoy, dows from 
prychologeal bar topographical, bacteriolog 
fd wehat not. 

‘The grammar and grocral word type of « language, however, it 
overwheloungly peyenic Bou, { belicrs, was the fi io emphatire 
the fact that, av far aa obvervations guide oy, grammar acuce at ax 
nconscione farm. Not eve pervoe in « silion would ever become 
‘avare of moods, tense, geader, and syatax, were it not for school 
teachers. He would go on talking, jrt as be goes ox walking, inno- 
ent of all anatomy aad calinenicr. Mesawhile the structure of 
thi graramar would Lilt bis dhuskung in many wayn, none of which 
would ever be apparent to him He mught suppoue that he wat 
analyzing otsanons “objectively” wha in fact, he was merely ana- 
Iyzimg that phase of them which bappeed to be preteted jn the 
ceatzgorss of his antive grammar. Thor the deeper dens of all 
th thinking woald take sbape fro the design of fur Language. 

‘Why shoulda't we export, chee, types of stupidity in grammar? 
‘A cursory inspection of » score of Innguages bus coaviced me thet 
‘each revetls « peculiar combination of mextal traits wx thore who 
ive them. Compare, for invtnce, the cuttandaag peculrities of 
such widely divergent languages «3 Chinese and Bantu, 






































Cie 


(Chingy ixeotves the reader and Listene: ia a severe mental effort 
Being virally sainflected, it ues its monoesllabic words unchanged 


on) 


HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
every conceivable comburation of meanings. Thos the word js 
‘meany mas, roea’s, men, tbe mas, the man’, the men or the anes 
‘And a simple eentence ike 3s jen te meen wei, which meant Lier 
‘ly “have man gate cunide,” caz actually be used to sup: “Thece 
M4 man outside the gate,” or "There are people cuttide Use gate” 
‘To make matters wore, there are 20 words formed from ampler 
Se rst Becht “Sb fee “bn? sire fen 
“Drew.” Bur thete deficiencies shrink int> 

atoaidang horde of homophones, which ake Chinese oabelcy- 
bly dificult for a forciqaer ad for the or 

‘A bomophet 




















sud foreigners commoaly feel au dhey lites to wt, thatthe speak i 
repeating the sume soued slimort coatioaoualy. There ace, in fact, 
nineteen toxads, which recur 1a iva a.wade vanety of meanings. [1 
‘ordinary Chanese, where are wxty-aine words thet are pronounced 
1" fiftgeaite that have che sdeaical sound nd twenty-nine 
‘that are “ku” aad chus through the lat 

‘a a brcame noes zy catunes og, the Chine i 
vented the device of toues ta diniagoiah words. But chit helped onty 
a litde ‘Today « man can ove the language only by means of many 














‘special trcks of making clear what he i tallong about. He sea two 
words inttead of one, like “Iook-ee” for “tes,” or “take-go” for 
take aveay’ 


coongh to show the chief pecolianiti of the 






ing, What now about the reacuoks of these latter? 
Te it not clear that they have to extablish many core connections 
than the Eaglubapeaboag, Eaglishthinking mind does? On this 
pong let ma quote that excellent authotity, Berard Karlgren: 





"ae cqueely ste exeptinaliysrong case npn th 
1 cat Peleg ig tale cd Banstead 
1 Eileen, inter aly t's era ear Conpeanin for 
ent? etal seks ot he ate oe noel wt he 
eeses Net ealy, homer, dts Chis alto oatee 
tear oat erty but ey ate ford ae ao 
SS its tt aide Spendace oven easter isc 
fc 


ig wa the observance of word-order. The Chinese rea- 
sue, compared wich the ‘ahly Geachylogual, Te 
had ow of oe lngoage nd grag, which ne ave 
tat outaives in i fw words ms powle ©, going New 
‘York lmportact bate tell Jones foraed trunk Levetpodt Men: 
dry! While we do not ts « Fale leave oct say of Oe two fund 
‘petra cleans of the eaeace, object and predate, the Chess 
Hed Nese ew pty cape co oo heron 
‘onibly be undertood fram the cootezt AK Engluhman feng 
Wobay | ertao thing, wil ny won't buy st thon carefully 
DSrealng both tabject‘and objet (1 and“) The Chive wil 
esos me ay nanpiy pu a'r buy. 
ie stohy netare Of Chace, fp wast of I 
SE ies oma 
ot ibe to traplate word for word 





















tea The ene therfore fot slopes 
(auaple There 4 capele eheobay, he bo be cht Can 
eee ape la adr bo i 
gg an fra ee Tecate (proeded dt 
Sytner oy tenia BAC owe 
i eau dare & Cine ease, 
Sheeran bow nat he warped 





‘Tain maket Chinese documents very short. Thu, the Gospel of St 
Matthew contnca in the original Greek about 39,000 eylubley, a 
German 32,000, in Engl 29,000, bat ia Chinese 17,000, Aa a rule, 
such brevity indicate intellectsal progress; bu oaly when thort ex- 
promiane are accompanied by various ricophfying devices 





tage pasty x) ‘Pidgia Eaglah when coeveriog with one 


another, 
Homophones and tereaeu, workiog ja combustion, make clasti- 
cal Chinese uaerly oninrlligibe to an edveated sative when seed 
sloed to him, ualew the reader add explanations of the tert at be 
‘geet, Unually it sn the local messing of the homophone which he 
‘ina peel a Cen” Ld yp 9.1 

[oc 








MISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
moe eocdte; bot sooner i isthe abbrcvistin, which ix oftca 
tried to un abord degree. 

‘Unfortunaeey the inrlleccal revel is thi ernest and multiple 
equivocation aad complete formiessaen, The retult, while amsting 
‘Sore wo play wih the ward, is ucooraging tothe learner ond 
janous (0 the evalutoa of the lacguage. Karigres report! mul- 

tads of yoleatelliprea!teadeacics tod pesipheaic techniques 12 
tuacal Chieese which demand, both va the speaker 

for, a ughly integrated foantal activi. A few cave well exnvince 
‘you of thi. “Shr ju pu ju sh eh" is Luezaly, “Mun eater not hike 
in o-ove-" Not very illuminating, le 7 Te one fusnler wt the 
‘mich of Chineae, Gua night axteraly be translated, "Ta soglect to 
smapence worse than to neglect to release." Bats doce not meta 
hat at alll Tee Judicial masizn and meena, “Tt ie wome to a. 
rive an innoceot men Us to releae w culprit.” The lege scolar 
who framed the adage antumed bleadly that anybody could goose 
‘that he selered to am innocent maa un the Sv half and to x guty 
‘one in the second. 

“Terence being colovated by the Kiera es she supreme virtue 
in writing, they evolve such moanronten ws Us complimentary re- 
sath: “ming bia tag wu be shi.” This, nga iterally, in "name 
lnder Be gothave empty ahelae” Surely mo Westra mind could 
‘ver guess what the speaker was driving at here. Karlgren content 
ths despa, and I d0 the tame, ater deseo wild tra. The Chinese 
_geniu4 who treed it intended ro say, “He i «scholar who wal de- 

fume” At with seacences, 90 wich prases Thos"): pea" 
(tua root"), and “ping” is aldiet. To exy “Tapaneer wt 



























ewipsper teporter my that? Net at all. He according 10 
the space he fils it woeld eppeaz. For he uneally writs," ping," 
‘which mei “100 soldien.™ And so of, 19 the sonfunien af Font, 
Coolie, and foreigner. 

T ated act inquire lato the reasons for such preposterons brevity. Ut 
4s the mentality revealed ia the process which lone coacerau vt Bere. 
‘Acd am the xt Fs 








the prodact of minds wai, it might wea, God auch w joy in One 
[ase] 





saperoe integrative procencs tat they can wid with them. To his 
{tb he complete oppase of Bani. 

‘What mental trum cam have produced these nrange Vingoinic 
‘uit? Teil ot dot uy tht religious or other eotcie forces bu 
ented them, for hia dodges the quesion. Bcc frees exe only 
Auman begs. They we adidas! ace of mind and body, ot + 

out cmazatioes af » “cial caatcioszoew” ot any ober Roc 
‘poco. Grant te: Ove anciestfitrat! and prveats of China say have 
Arvelopedlnguube anaes of tale Gwo eed exalted thet te 

‘of a colt thi docs not alter the fact that 
fe peomordial reality, deod of « an and 
4n Gad ia explanation caly in the wxtare of Sat wen. Bo ft ot Yook 
te Chinen colar au ha thinks cod wries ih pooulsy defective 
stile. 

“Th much i clear coough, Hix domienstintereatcazact postibly 
clang, so fara hus hearer reader i concerned. Aa fa iactbes 

"be cant be ang felt, "How will my peblic ow 
Rather doer he remaia within the circle of kit ows 



















may of reminder. 
Ties extery nmely by panei atthe notr bu somebody eve 
‘holind not ben pete would get ering fram your dated fe 
ction. 

‘Now, from ax aside’ pat of view, och lecture tea appear 
scten, But they had 20 tteie ove They ate mere moemanio. 
So wnth the Chitse scholar. 1 doube very enach wheter hit terasy 


Having heard the lecture, you may eaily recall 
















‘of thi term. Ha doakseg, Lube hit outer 
siijurtmenta im general, ia mare frankly eqoceatric then thoac of 
‘ther the Black or the White races 

‘All that we kaow of the Chinese since the dawn of history can- 
firmus thi. And even today, in spite of prodigious form by mmior 








‘Seal and more or lew shrewd. He looks pon politica at pt 
Dbutlnest: and shay ican come to pom that in Chica xt ix comsdered 
[153 


HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
regular and proper to make a1 mach money a1 one can by holding 
poblie office ond giviag fat jobs and contracts tn one's celabven, Ne 
Dope of unportance in all the world have as litle interent or fth 
in government and eocitl activities us the educated Chnzese, ‘They 
live true 10 Confuciue’ adage: “What the superior man seeks 16 
‘im hisuelf; what the xl maa seeks is ia other.” 

‘The tresiendoce vigor of the belief ia agin is of coure, « fx- 
sulla egocentric mpc: andthe secbore snes wari of the 











‘iaked with abother trait ot yet mentioned, namely 
‘athetic rootemplaticn, at which the Chinese far exoc! movt Weal 
cmazra. A poculteeintroveraan rewuta from this blend; and we oe ts 
‘wort outward menifesiioa ia « grammar (or lack of it) which 











calmly ignores the intener aed reader. 
Soe 

‘What sdiffereot xecoe unfolds whes wees to 
the neamy equator! jungles and vas-baked plains of Central Africal 





‘The mental procewea which produce the languages of thote tua: 
dreds of bldck tribes 10 whom Heck, the frat thorough tuteat of 
theay gave the meme of Baty ate extraordinetily nmple, 

"The prychological mack of Banta w that sbeolunely nothing i eft 
to gueuwork, oathing to interpretation, nothing to any selective 
‘mental function ia exther speaker of Vitener. AD, av uf that were 
fot enough, the wobject of discourse is, peychologically apenting, re 
‘petted an every word. This, of course, ie uccomplithed by 4 mon 
laborate eystem of grammatical csocord which can oaly be teindy 
savinaged in xn illustration or twe. 

“The Zata word for “ran” is “omante.” If you now with t xpeak 
dour a mas, every word, ether in dhe entrace whercia you meson 
‘the man or ia the falfowing sentence, having any reference 0 the 
‘an, mutt begia wih a letter ora eylable that refers to and remind 
our auditors of “emunts.” Thos cc take » specimen seatence from. 
the fit earching study of Hoare, “A Comparative Gramour of 
South African Languages” by W. 1. Bleck: 


UMUsrs Wem Onuchie Uyabanaksle siMunda 
cae ean bende apres selene 
























igs: that sey iadsete chat the wbjoc of the 
tones is "man." [edhe watence were about mco satead of « an, 
1 these concord mgua would be changed to ABA or BA ar B.Now 
Zolu is cue of the mor Mghly developed ofthe Beato Iengoagey; 
fed then coucord wgas are torte and more high conventionalized 
thaa in priv Baste. To get the paychclogy ofthe negrocy wha 
peak these unorutl tongue, eto look at some of Sur Hy Jobo. 
ton’ fataacet of the sore archne form He Snds—at might be 
‘ppoted frogs all ati knows of prutive afses—ihw the £0 
ord sigan are Gmnelvesabbecratiens of carher compete word 
Sn Ut ace alec now extent revel dese vane’ werd larly 
oough to make « recoostration of them accor. The 12 Ut 
speech of the Uguads peoples, he Sade thi Rrveta 














“They these-they-person they-bad they-who-bill we-them- fear 


Here are five wor, cach containing « complete "they." And he 
‘bad people who hill; we fear ther.” 
Ft of mcstal proce is here being carried om, ft 
ker and then mn his auditor? The subject of discourse ke 
‘by om act of memory but by repetition AL 
Livingstone oti, “Buck incermanble repetitions impart energy etd 
‘perapicmty to each member of « propauiion, aed prevent the pt 
‘ulty of « soutake atte the antecedent” What the muaianery failed 
‘tw note, thongh, wat that this mechanien mst have growa op ber 
caoue the poople who uted it aseded wach 1 cursbersome crutch 19 
‘ean on in aff chew mental joorneyinge. It x wconceivable that many 
men would log coarinse to mse oF need a ncoze of recurrent refer- 
to the subject of the uteace they were conmeucting or Hsten- 
1, valese they found that they were moddled when guch refer 
encea were oentted. T rogue it aa faur inference thet ang language 
bile om the Bantu panere, samely, with the prooomiaal pref at 
the hana of concord, inthe product of a aad that integrates poorly 
and cannot carry + moderately complex propontioa in thought from 
‘moment moment 
‘Te may well be, foo, thatthe lark of mental iterate which regu 
larly accompanies low iatogratce har helped to perpetuate all the 
‘emul and vere o een ao ely i ats bat oer 
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Janguages having similar strectoren, Just au chilécea love to play with 
sounds aud repeat phraict cudleadly, s© may primitwve people actu- 
lly fll an thle otherwine empty Boers and eninds with Dabble, ‘The 
longer the babble, the beter ix verver. We Gnd nots litle evidence 
of this in the spetches and worses of tropical eavager: bet the best 
teatimoay comes from prize yeag, which is droned on and on by 
the hoor without a change of tone ot phrate. Here aguin we come 
‘upon & aice adaptation. Where 00 parposc can be served by coc 
ciuenon, which {evolves manta work, a lazguage thar meken the Teun 
demand upon speaker ard heaces i the best one. 











‘Tora from Baste tothe larger world of uegroct, and you quickly 





eit, at fics 0p iffereace inthe ability to organize ex- 
‘perieucen It in « difercooe im the stegrative actin of the nervous 
‘spaer Most conspicuous ia grazomar, it can be found in every other 
sey. The pedis prelate Bac a cn lb toed 
wit 

1 





rately but cather becatse ofthe diftculty of mudying it except under 
the normal living conditions of the pertoay svowigated. The 
integrative life of Zulut and Swabilis cannot be inspected (0 the Ia 
oratory. 

‘Here one of the moet pursiing necmeling ym the mental 
ordinary Central Africas antive. Whites who have lved 18 ie world 
‘mang years agree on twe points: fret, Gut he ber an unbelievably 
‘wtetthed practical memory, sed secondly that he ve the grestettLt- 
‘goat on earth, He forgets what be has suid or dose a few cuinutcs 
After the act. He cannot remember the camer of river, monstaian, 
‘Blettaing of other objects. And yet he wall pick wp a strange Tar 
Frage in jify. Hans Coudeahove, who has ypeot ewenty-ane year 
in Kqeatorial Africa and knows the blacks at few men do, yt: 

















“tn as happened 1 su, aot once gay, bot repeataly, that L 
‘ee cme stnog« hibe smpenel by men woe hed oever 


idiom; and, before » mouth wes over shey were, without 
nie st ‘exception, able fo converse Suentiy with the ishabrtanta, 
ss eve when Ga parucale lage iagedge dures from Cuet 
pr aot tae aay thoogi Lape vesy indseeee Bea, 

<a language which i 1s very sang 20 earn f0 apenk 
‘ost umposnble for x Eoropean to leara 22 speak feulieuly, 
who entesed ey ‘earned tm npeak ican fow 
ply by sy alk “Peat they Nearoed it from, 
at for the fat at they acquised al my 3 




















contradictory, os wil uy. As a matter of fat it is 
Gnipect the behavior more minutely wr fied the! there 





moment It you ek a0 Atneas the oame of t fves, be wall wot 09, 
teratch his herd, and say that he Bas forgoce. He will ake a quice 
tnaver Av bt tea minute Jater, cod be will wake 1 second te 
ereat fea the Gt; aad sooo. Ths ean pout 9 One 
any te va the over ween before him aroumey uy Fe- 
setom he may have bad with relerence to any other rier. Many 
ist experiences as wholen, are revived with much Lveinew and 
‘wh te or ao aw and order. Pure chance roles is matali. He 
is ot integrated fur rexpoasca the precin wteruon; he Bab int 
rated them ple othe vezustcomeon dencminaor, 10 mt water 
owing betwecs-asks This facior ie enough Yo rete induction 
sntely Ge name of any ever, oF even words accideally beard {8 
‘concettion with water. 
‘The ease wth mich be learne x new language i plainly a conse- 














‘ommaaity's language become so clealy integrated with all his 
acta that tbe later can be separated from the former caly with the 
preatest difficulty. Indeed sox men of high integrative powers i 

chiar to identity words with idea, with he remuc that shetr thinking 
‘becomes largely Hinguintc and to that meanare separtted from reality. 











“Aime PR Ac Mtl ce 9 
Tiss] 


ENSTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘Some students of humen atture, notably Joha Dewey, believe that 
thus tendency u one of the mon serous obstacles ro sound scientific 
‘thought; and there w such to be a for that view. TE the own of 
‘weak integrative capacities cicapes this peril, it only to fall 
many worte evils. And oxe of thea isthe 






‘weakly tthe custows of each new group and, 

reares the pumber of diferent responses he make 
me set of acy, thetedy tending to weaken the sategrative for0e of 
ch reaponee, The man who, on vecieg x dog, w moved to make jst 
‘ne vocal response, “dog,” bas au eaner time of st n organiiag bit 
behavior than the mes who, o2 teing the stzne do, st simultaneously 
stumalated by many competing sazer smpultes 1 sy dog-hund-chien- 
canis hulb-name-chendeugars. 

Effective integranon ia the higher planes involver always the 
1bolding open of two or more pushy of discharge, peading consldera- 
ton or the arrival of « fresh fact. The negro is seapuble ofthis. Av 
Darmis noted loag ago whee amoog the aborigioes of Tieete Det 
Fargo, vo withthe Afticaa: het neable to anderstand an alternative. 
Tf you ase him: “Shall we march forward thie caroig or shall we 
stay here and gave the ballocis « rew?"—the poor fellow 1 Som. 
"Bier-or" is quite beyaed hum. And dha goct back in ware meanure 
to us weak mhbitions. He ia wholly w creatuve of impelvs, und tne 
is why, as Coudeahove cemarky, “all Africa in drunk after sunet’ 
‘He drunks whesever he can get liquor 20d <4 lang asthe 
cout. It als explains the enormoss frequency of 
blacks, evea the Tittle childeea; in « Saf rage or fen, the zmpalte to 
have dove with everything overpowers the wretched creatures 

"This iaabilicy 19 integrate over 2 bane epan is bevwtifally ally 
trated by an experience of Condeahores, which be quite 
aederstand. Ir iu worth quoting in full 







































eget el ot we 20 on ser th 
tech ta Gre way Toned a ye einen 
Kr Plonc sued Pact. Waser coned forme Se a 





rela ne ape Price of Bh Ee Mi ant 
wing tether, wad pevtealy vat nt 
‘mz anf Waspits, woo cume irs & oer anc 
fr, by burr, what aren, bad ready 
ffked time tat ac ef tir en fuer, hd et 
Mes poet ten oy sre oy me = 
tne ay aoc cecogh ft at's hoy bok the bro feet 
frincpat wees of Midst. The conti of Teen a gest 
wiley sai coat ey ea res Hi 
Srl wih ata aed ed ot i ter, why a ana 
beat hin hl, wats the open plz of br the hand, be kept 
Fehon te total? taal te Ge, eet wee urening ee 
Witeys Ts id euch mtb She esd oy 
Well icfe them tn ths portion. What followed, however, 
waste carion par of Flom the Sey somsed iy WUE 36 
Move nocat of oo tthe an they bed bee ange ue 
Se Pach oe gw om mbt xing vet 
aed hn ad ara hom ha ep 
fever at ey hn now me at eet oan 
To the ate, hee i Hse for aie nd ine for plane, 
whith mey slate ottoat pessoa: Ain sivas con't Be 
ive ae’ pndace aaticn a wil er, wea re. At 
fs be dn oie epics 
it tome by gente ar ot tom core ad ee, ey 
tre Motoyenconucd tsing ud pened. 


would be hard to find « better wpecioen than 
verjayed to fied his long lon neter and ded the netural 











































tight of his viater did not touch off che grant emotiousl reapoase of 
the yeterday. His nater bad become jaa like uny oduer women wralk- 
ing around the village. ‘The whiee man way be pardoned who her 
<ificalry imagiving this; and we sespectflly seler the mutier to 
those who believe, with Voltaire chat anybody cin undervtand the 
feclingy, thougha, and coadact of anybody’ elie without much 
trouble. In the peychologica] cave, Tairara bud so part; be only bad 
the present. 

"To his record let me add tht of Tex 





pegren which exhihine 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
she tame short memory and swit: exactions] detachment from the pa, 
‘but under social conditions which would have led even the moet de- 
‘praved white woman te 1 difereat aun of action. 

‘Aphrodisia isu wordy waihwoman of San Antonia wits ten chil~ 
drea ud seme ffey pounds of uxcom fcch. Partly becasse of har Teck 
fof physical charm, partly becamye of her weak convereason4l powers, 
and partly because of her poverty, she was long burred from the bett 
‘African yoctey, to her own deep angowh The negro w a hed- 

al; when barred from the herd, he Jo weetched. And chit us- 
1pPy woman langusshed, 2 parab, uatl abe wat about ifty years 
‘old Thea an amazieg stroke of luck opened the doors of the liter 














ter overage the mom promsent colored lady in that pat of St 
‘world, Forts she was invited to partes and pica; aed het 
Eumbie horse warmed with fsvacable callers, Sbe was introduced 
to everybody an “the widow of the man what was mordered.” 

‘The limelight hypnotized our berome. She had to dress and act 
ter now pat of vcie core 80 she drew her uavogs from the 
td boughe clothes. She even tock to weatiog corsets an, of cout, 
the invened Reevily ia ommments gustaniee’ to remove che kiaks 
from ber bait. Lite became merry, though somewhat expensive and 
stzeauou One canaor scab dity linen alt day 2 Texas went, at 
the age of Sty, and thea doce trough the might. 

“Thue pated five yen. And withthe peenag her popularity waned 
tomemat for the memory of su 
{com hee new teil cicin, She merely rere ato the 
snore so mote. 10 she ond of Gn growing obscur 
‘Bue who had sla hee burbuad was Gnrined from prion sod re 
treed fo tows, where be intanty became even mare dimanguised 

‘ writes 0 the books of fate that he should 
‘ict aba pert. They were formally ineo- 
‘Toc, Lion bowed to liones And ¢ great love enaed. 

"The ten childsea of Apbrodiin, biog more uader the ypel of the 
‘white ttt moral Gna ei other, gre indigpaat ove: her pa 
on for «san who had killed tlt father. They reproached bec bit 
tery. Hu tee morher only shook her besd Sacly and wid: "That's 
perlecty allright Mi. Hara, e done aploginnl for wat he door, 
‘Bpologieed Like» pecfeck geatemen™ 

(192) 




















MoRos 

‘Netaraly thie romasce exormoualy ecbueced the Jedy's fuse and 
sight have led t glories endseared of, bat for the fact that oa® 
tvening ber lover eautared wm somewhat inflamed by an infer 
[Bade of beverage tnd atmptcd tm abot her head off witboat wa 
Ing or acgumeet. By wane feat of bea leet aver Init x xatury 
of wabboards, te lady dodged bio, upact bi, nod vo thoroughly 
‘iscomfed his tat he blew ait owe bint ou othe oot. The di 
camolate doutle-wndow is tow weariag deep socrung; jt black 
‘wich aningle red, red rove Aad 2ganahe leads sciey. 

Study she eveas carefully, and you will we how Aphrod 
quick fading of teatimeat, her weedency to hve from mom 
fmoment, and ber seabty to feck the incongranty Sa her acceph0K 
he huaband's slayer aw lover all reveal amacigly week letras 
tive xeoon. 

“The deft iin the negro Sicod vel. Heace ay this blood ss di- 
tuted with white, the detec appear. 

“To werd futile dinetions,T wih (0 $9. reord at oxce atm 

ing that there ace vtuaiy wo blacks ia the United State, heake 

Ne peeline detec i higher integrative procemen which a 
here described wll cldoes he fod ont of Africa, vom para 
the Wett Indies and « very nmall arc in oo owa Black Belt whil 
Yas been alate eve? dace Colonial days, Thove whom we cal me 
foes are scarcely clover wo the Asian than our Towns of whie 
Rock ere to the Sxx00t who Sct ivaded Bopland. A dasea weal 
thave teen roghag withthe original dave blood and have already 
volved what Bin R. Bove faiely cals» wew eace.® Ever since 
{he frst Dutch ceader bronghe rate Jamestown the fest ementybltck 
faves in 1619, the Africans cromed with Tadiann, with Hugoeact, 
truh Pantane and ach later—wid all ef the ‘Anatic and Euro: 
Dean penples who came 10 America. Daring Colecis, Revolitias- 
{ry and early marseeathceatury dey, the whic felt act the ight 
epugnanee toward wtermarringe—or, let ua my more accurately, 
ward interbreeding, Preidents und exbiset members are str Wave 
ed snany childcea by back ethers and pructialy every Boathers 
family copocal, wath sopid pride, i dark akionedeelacives The re- 
‘ang 12000000 bcowa people ar Sergey of white origin end show 
few chartetrntiy of heir African Bld 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
EB. Reuter has shown, in admesble detail, the enormous s+ 
perionty of the malato over the fall-blooded megra® Out of 00¢ 
Sundeed thiry-oise emaneat blacks i our gouty, he Gads only four 
falltblooded negroes. Virvally all dove who have prospered in 
‘casinew are muletoes too. Theve figores, eken by chemaelvey, 275 
lopea to spscion oa various wtencal grovsds which we need not 
haere consider because Reoter baa avoided their latent erzor by iaver- 
Lipasing the satellgence of negroes other lends where our OWS 
‘peculiar social and ecanomsc conditions do oot ex pad cannot dite 
tort the evidence, Wherever the aggro has interbred wath the whit, 
‘the mulato dhows she rome tuperiaty; be tim dhe Went Indie, 12 
Bazil o la Africa. All thi s precnely wm nocord wth stelligence 
{ews 00 negroet un the army and so che public schools 
Teisthe almott umvertal testimony of plantation owner and man 
factuscrt in the Black Beit thet few negros will mabe « wuntnned 
fort to improve thesr own lot. Even whea opportunity comeythett 
‘way and all the conditvons for xesmg ic are rip, they 40 not take 
the initiative They reveal ina thourand and one ways dhrarinabif 
ahead end to orgenvee behavior now with respect 10 fom 
Reeapen of eve sbtegrative effort is bri 
of shes, be work atl be asthe pre 
2 4 mor 


























Tf a negro want 3 
then mops. It he needs 4 dollar for lodge dae, be p 
ff indiffereat toil—ved then is done. In the rural disencis of the 
CCottes Belt, many farmecs win ure in no wise prejudiced aguinet the 





blacks en racial grounds amertdhet it physically ampoule to pet- 
fe 2 healthy negro to work core than one day out of three 
roughout the year. Work, indeed, in regarded ax a dugrace. Tt 
‘woman's lot 

‘Here, romebody who bas read asthropology will semark that the 
‘rouble goes back 10 aacient contoma and zount not be construed as 
a reproach to the individeal. For thouunds of pears bas aot the 
‘Aftican male left all the meaial dredgecy to hin worsen? Can you 
expect hus to slough sach an old, deeply rooted pracuce 1m a few 
youn? Thos of courte is a feeble argumzet. The cottom ioelt ix 
‘othing more than the behevier of millions of Blacks wha mnrvived 
in che terrible eqoatorial jongier and plese becaute of their porsl- 
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‘Monos 
aacly high phytical cenmazce and these low mcaslicy, Foretight, 
planasng. organized efit, and high ioltiative ace all vies ta he 
Sango county; they esate usta > worey, 10 wna hinulf, and to 
forget the huogry Hea m the buds behind bio. And io te topic, 
wworry end eazelomace of life and limb arz fat), Such pote 
{esives at ory have beza bora amoog the African Blcka all dod 
‘outa of years ago. The survivor are the people who had the 
Sew seasef take ite eanty. 

‘As for the Georgra negro, hee or four geacatieos cemnoved {com 
‘Adve 128 woouane to nut him ofall enaoalfespoasity be 
‘uur of od tribal carts. Confornty t's cuttch which works 10 
the acividua’s cbwioas daadventage 8 play & 
teuiy. Nowhere ia. the World ave met posed Ot fOreught 
ney, aud heals abided by trades when 1 kept then poor, = 
Ded, otherwise uncomfortable, Almayo have they cotwitd the 
swaps of te bert, not opeaiy theo secre. Aad the clever of 
them accomplnh iss by the oe tick of galmog contol of governe 
iment and chara the laws t st theraciv. Much of the eiae 
fd pew legulation winch haruw us Americas cen be traced buck 
to de actvtuey of wn who want to have thet owa 
what the herd emp of doen. Law breaking and 1 
(ore comnplementy phates of thie same tie. 

"oar Souchera back could vee bunself ia bis nveronent, could 
look ahead conld plan, and coald execote plant, be would Tong 3¢0 
have Lifted me from hs slough; peshape by tevatin, perhaps 

ty sheer thet, periapa By « tui boyeot 
ren the whites oxt of but at He han done 
Aothing ofthe sor. He has lef ll wich cove early to the mo- 
Inuoen, quadreces, aed octorooss. These ae the people who have 
created all the eroobe of lave Became of shee dmseteuction with 
thelr lot and thei lve te get what they wes. And 11 the white 
‘oe fn them that bends tha isootent which is drvioe. 

‘A tte fact lead to the conclunon that We gratect diforencte 

Aetacen while end Black rede in the degree ond gual 

i the mein, hereditary. Farber 
one which cannot be tex throngh 4 sictowcpe; for, 
‘il now be chow, i¢ ina matte of infin! stractace aad eeray 
dicharge. 

‘Negros Hive on an energy level much lowe thea that ofthe white 

T1953 















































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
man, This neglected porat was hronght out in hookworm inveat 
‘tan conducted by De. W. Q. Souilte and Dr. D. L. Anpasune, 
‘who duvcovered that "the acgro chiléres examuocd had x markoily 
lower vite capacity than the white childrea of the mame age and wex” 
‘We need not go into detule of phtiology 10 make clear the sig. 
nilcance of this low vitality. Seize 1 to exy Ee black man connot 
‘tract from the ar the energy elding oxygen ¥o fast st the white 
‘aa, Bor can he born up auch energy ag he bas picked up #0 fas 
Tas phywologut, dus wndicates chat lean exerxy wan uted, per 
of time, in developing the central nervous eqntem; hence the 
‘ructure s probably not go highly elaborared ax in the whute man, 
For che amount of exergy going wo the formatioa of any part of the 
body 14 one of the chief deterziters of 14 aructure, The laymea 
may ignore such obscure centideratiocs and all discern the real 
of laferior energy 1 negra behavior. Let him watch the typical 
‘Souhera black, be at on hie mady comon patch down Somh or 10 
tome northern shum to which x abor agent Bas tramiplated hum. 
‘The black man gets uoder wey slowly end he weariey taut. No 
‘amonnt of cong with high rages will change him. Like hiv old 
‘white male, be simply cannot be driven for long. Many a vost 
farmee can testify uader oats that he has mever been able to keep 
Dick ately work, ecb cay fre meni ob ad 
le cam teefy, too, that many a heality black free from syphilis 
‘and bookwoem fagp after six oF veven house of labor which leaves 
‘the whvte man freth Tes notorious that the employee wo tree 10 
‘peed up the negro by ofering him double wages oly succeeds 
making the fellow work half at long at ual. Tt 
ddowa South thatthe black man will cheerfully td 
uh for 



































‘oer the black taa’t land, among the easy 204 the young almost 
1s platy at azoong the leas foresnate, may we Mot attibate i char- 
frably to pour cadowmeat? I thiak yo. 

‘To what kids of uespidity does this profound isteriority lead? 
‘Alm any Mind ot at nec. Bo, cove lt nb 
take ia larger situations No dog ever taw 2 landscape. No imbecile 
ver Beard “the surge nod thunder of the Odyuey.” No creature like 
‘Taira or Apbeeds cn perenrs. a «ope af, « bane 





‘ranuactico or aay other homan negotiation which runt ca and on for 
dayt or wocks. Tho ching has 20 atu, aby more than the earth over 
‘ohich wx ant crawls hit for che att, the eaity xt posecmce 20 the 
‘ind of he ariragocer. 

‘This act of tang 10 things a2 wholes is perception. It is wecinge 
‘things fosead of mere Becks Of color or mere nals. Te grasping 
‘hourlong eveatssancad of mcaningica instants, To lack thitabuity 
i wo be devurute of the very foundanoa of satelligence. Tew 10 De 
Insensitive to the aweep and ow of the universe and all that 
therein. No other stupidity approaches thu ad so the depth and 
‘breadth of su deverations, 

‘Long before Cyclops came along, Afcics warmed woth creatures 
‘that ate ut any hour, having ao order, rank mbatcver ras wet, having 
‘ho tate, could comprehend the d:flerance betwoea an lech end 
eagne caly aa Cyclops could grasp the diftereace between a dozen 
sheep and t scare; covld fal anleep any vitae, though aever eahtted 
from tol; endured with seresury body Nice, monucoe, cats and 
sworn; and yet was happy io hi capacity to forget all nreow, 
fering, njutlet, and low 1a tice, no lens than 2 his oxbrokea supe 
‘cnocerning the morrow. Cyclopy had tne erouble with thove easly 
sons of Hea; thelr aeupidity was so color that shey were smoothly 
Aiapoved of 











80 moch for the elesents of smpidity. Now how about patterat 
‘nd procemes? Plasaly the pattern of orgerszanion reslt (rom the 
play of prosess upon element, of kinetic exergy upon poteatial elds, 
fof ux upon vediment What the Jacquard loom, with 1m roll of 
pponched paper, does to thowands of cottoa fibres, when it trant- 
forme these fcom mece thread to x cloth of lovely dengn, so the 
Integeative activities of man work upon the half-aw sf of ex 
perience, using the muscles of tho body ax the Looe itl. The 
fperalicl is not perfect; otherwie man woold be ooly « loom, ax the 
oom a man. Bot it1a mach core than Gircty analogy. 

‘What, now, are rome of the processes giving rue to prtcras? We 
teach ooly of the mort ienpostant Firat and foremost comes that 
spicy nica ba hs Se 6 matt in. Te 

ct 
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call that spotlight Then come the cracial procent of damizance 
18 whardsaanag—which some bielogas, aotably Child, now be- 
Iheve w the very enence of body denigoing* On the meatal wide, 
(dus comes into awarenew ia mixy genes: now 45 focumng and 
blotting out, agan asa heighreovog of tennoot and x wenmng of them 
an subordionted fede; then too ax ioterex, boredom, abd apathy. 
Tf thu puszles you, have paticace! The artery wall wooa enough be 
cleared, 
‘Another spect of proces comes cut in the range of organizing 
lemense. Boa cre 
make to the stint 










‘object, this phase of proces shown up at eange of dexterity Oa the 





Doschic de a appears as moge of perspecnve; and here nt reveals 
nach coneeraingsropidiy. 

‘ull another appect isthe speed of orgesizs part of the 
lume phase of procemmg. The other partis sea 10 the duration of 

for peruitence. Sx creatures bg together experietcet 

‘lowly, some fur; some orgaiae their Behavior quickly, then ceute 

promptly, while oder organize slowly but coats fox long time 

ee the adjuniaeat has beve bronght to pum Hieace own & rch 

‘ariry of energy eypes of parsons, among which we Gnd many 
Pecabery raped foro 

‘Now for a glace t each proces. Bat St a wotd of waruing, 
‘Thece w one procew winch, [a's fashion, wnvolves every ober one 
ted neaogely confuses the tee0e. Unles yoo ate oa, goat ageant 
{es qunerrevernaof forty twill hoowink you T retort the “vital 
tquithevum?” or proce of balaoce 

“Thar do phynotogian deicribe the checking of one proces by 
snwoy others at crea cecal poitts, which we quy bere cal, for 
‘hoe, the momen of warts. 

‘Man mune preerve a certaia vial balesce fa all hin naira. Wh 
exhausted, be mur rt When bnagry, he mut eat; when thier, 
ring; wen long ie, work or exreat. Hie mom oot o any vege 
thiog very long; for be» erature of vase, requiring balanced 
‘ation nat alone for his woumch bot a fem for al the crtvings of 
Ws Laeger pernooany. Hie ples of living oust be built up around 
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‘MOROS 
tach a balance. The more intelhgest he Ss the more deftly he framex 
1 program of hours to that ead. 

‘Now, amoag other duog, he must beware of excressing hit went 
tivities 0 long und too severely. He cancot sare the sun out of 
guntenance wide impotity, nor barien fora yeuc to the nightingale. 
All good things come to an ead; but if they tua on, they torn te 
oul. Bach bes it own cycle of ‘actice and res, of pracuce and 
‘abience, of joy and tnety. So it follow that exch phese of seaut 








‘utt be followed by a phase of relanve iaseantivry; and thu Later 





nurs of sleep. Nor deer there appear ang wong of Hi 
ahich might dispense with such. 

‘Walk through an art gallery for two asrt oo end, studying each 
picture At the cod of that ume, is there aay powe ett 
1 you for the further eyeing. of 4 you are 
‘freak: The normal man has gave arutically Bln ere theft hour 
2has pamed. Hie eye rout sear, aed 40 mest that part of hin bral 
‘which has bees aroused by the eye. Donag the rex, hie seantvity 
is exceedingly low; we may eal bien exetaly pd toward al 
object of vation. 

Sit dhrough two hoor of symphony. In your eer keen toward the 
sounds? Could you endare two more hoare? Probably vot. Conld 
You sniff rare perfumes for two houce and will crave mote mula? 
Ge ip coffe for ewo hour and sil detec the Ener blends with your 
initial plearare? Of corse oot! Any prolonged experience comes, 
sooner or later, toi taturatica point at whach daloes seu in. We 
ate fed op. 

Gourmets Torpor is w plessast and usefel fore of epicarcan wu 
pldiry. eis chat low level of seavory response which men reach af 
the end of « rich meal washed down with excellent wines. In it, 
even an atterdinser specch sounds ax if it meaot something. The 























down eaily, it maghe bave been water. 
Cie Dineen a tnt tc 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
armen susceptible to whecdling aod chara whl in this 

‘The ancieat techeique of soper-slexsanubsp embracca 
the by no eneams black art of reaSing the prowpecive buyer wath de 
Teetable vieruals wat he br 90 dull at he cxanot resist the Feebleat 
‘eahorttion to purchase, Ip cur ows day, butinew anzn have graws 
‘wiser; they forbid ther busect to fall prey to eulenmen by the guste 
bute und mreagthen them by giving thers sx expenne elowance 10 
Day all food sad drink for the salesinea. Thea the buyers nibble x 
chrete sandwich, winle the foolish salcmnen stufls his womach and 
‘empuet his axiad. 

‘A somembat deeper torpor cavues after good cigars and 4 drink 
cor ewo, Hence the pernatent popularsty of thee tools of the val 
‘man's trade, They cake it exter 1 aga op orders. Oreeahorm, 03 
the road for the frit tne, sappase chat hey uteotze would-be 
customer (or the purpote of extabluhing 2 tnendly relation. But 
they woon tears chat friendkhip cannot enter fate many traneictioas, 
wheres micotune aad sleabol must, 

‘Thur same ingtinctive ceactios again surfext appears om all the 
higher imeelectual asd enthetc levels. Montagne observed wt and 
‘approved it whem he remacked: “Ne ples mapian quara ecene ett 
‘ne obatupeacas.” Which, pltin Americaa, may be readered: “Don't 
‘know ase than you have to Jet you become rupvd.” Are you nat 
familiar with thit stapor datelecras 19 your own expencace? Tn 
reading 1 lid book, doct not 4 moment come whea something 

"you rebels at farther paral? Tr is not boredom bot more 
ly 4 vigorous sojection of excus. T have often otied xt while 
I have been toting chrough dull reports packed with poorly ot- 
(ganized stan. And T am eure that mulicas of tagh school aed 
college students know st only 100 well; for they duupley amazing 
kill facta before the latter have a chance to get under 













































1 dangeroas thing; but too roach st once 
tecmnes¢ mentee: Bear fing mind you nope wppeeliy 
stupid people. They ety foal you, They may be, sa thets apparent 
aloe, wiver than you. 

‘And now on to the upecial proceses within thi larger vil equl- 
‘item. 


200] 


‘MOROS 
Speight 





Avcetding is the motor phate of primary sositivity. Bo we mutt 
study it as a3 iotgral part of the phenomesce of arepia behavior 
For the deepest of all constitutional defect i inattention that is 
bused exher pos imeantviey or else upos an incapacity of the 
smurcler to focus upon # erased object. Lack of seatory pomer we 

2a a Uhindaea, deafness, and the Ike, Lack of focuy 









body in a specie maanez. Atrendiog i « pote. You hold your head. 
sta certain potitin in order to see, bear, ume or teste mont effec: 
‘ovely the object of your interest. Ia doseg thu, however, you mnt 
atthe sume time eftablish a2 uzexthetc condition in yourelt toward 
rerptng bee he object traded to, Cdr cannot do thi 

en low-grade adult minds, except with reference to « few 
faihar and exciting stuations. 

‘Attentce Wythe wep from the simple physiogical to the prychle 
‘balance. Ie  begoa by phyncel shocks and body tensions, and it 
develops mo a feld of pereepen with affective tone, web as plesasre, 
uapleanure, nausea, excrement, deprewioa, Tun, hte, and 80 oa. 
‘The “laws of attention are all ia reality inws of balance, power, 
and pattern, They canner be saderscod ax paychic process. Taey 
Decome rnteltigible oaly in vo far an we nec, im the act of attending, 
{movement ofthe eabre orgeasemn toward of with reference to rome: 















ing. 
‘Every peculiarity of this operation, in shor, in deterraiaed by 


mentary condition, or vital equilbriam; 

2H coral aco habits (ezore or Jean wel integrated) which con- 
tte ar pottere; and 

The ipecifc eneegier whieh are reaming ic wpon him 10 the 
form of esteraal vamalt or are owing within him ia the 
efron of oscepeibig. 











ete, asin all other cases, it in the momentary caniition whi 
scores moat heavily 49 2 determiner of the shift in atention, At 
701) 


Zh 








HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘rule itis the momentary condition wath regard to one wrrosadings 
that infuenced the erocen mot often ead most deeply; for atennon 
hhas evolved asa function of man's exter adjurmneats rather than 
device for rapportg his saner balance Mout people cannot clearly 
tticad electvely to theit owa mental fights, Indeed, chere iy ome 
that, whea we fad 2 person who attends eanly 

‘and eepemedly to bia peivaiz intecaal eqastibratimeh we 6 
‘presence of an absotmal, if not duced, specimen, 

Our bodily wate with regard to the weather, the 
teppei o een sour wane vic, sued 















give aduptstioa” a which we tgoore objects and themes 
‘and problema, Flere we see in clearet form the power of the vital 
‘eqoihbrinsa. Things prevent acd affecting ws by sight or sound are 
regulazly switched cut of the atest cizeust 40 long as they “do 
‘aot cou”; that i 40 loag ae they aeuther uptet our Balance wor and 
1m correcting the moment dururbance Note well bere that thiv 
side-tracking in not accomplabed by conmouroes, nor by any act 
of wil Te is av automate a8 breathing. We read » book 10 2 room 
sere clock ia uctag lealy; and m momar oo cock. nck fr 
Ub Or we are reading » doU nad ‘ballet an vorethitg that 
doce not ytereat os; and of 4 podden we find that the pape hat van 
{sled from oor eyes vod we are buencog wt vl concer com 

in over the radio aeac by. 

‘Another signiScant tendency 1s the regular high velocity of shitty 
in aneation, Our “primary” atestion—aamely, hat which it dix 
rected ro sense shocks 26 the form of light, nove, smell, etefitt 
‘oem object to object faster thes cur anteren moves. And itt wholly 
Depend cue power to check its Aiting. Strive ax we may, by act of 

ill, we eannat preveat is wandering This weetality of focey cam 
be sceomred for in oaly our way: it means thatthe creature which 
Leept most constant touch mth everything i its mmediate ror 
rouodiags bas « mighey aorural advantage over the eatare which 
‘narrow in ioterest rocerefully 0 2 few things. Survi 
of alarms is moet likely if you are a versatile exe: ‘ert; and leant 
probable if you bappes to be x ogle racked fete. 
oag 7s, nucvival ia determined meudly by cor i uant-toinstant 
sdjortment w ovr euzemndiogs. 
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‘hat diseca attention after the prumaty bfe-rapporung adaptationt 
‘nave been made, Up and dows, hither asd yoo the spoelight abst, 
Buc it docs not move aaelf, The Lving creature moves it. The curve 








alike And that fact complicates the proces past all pleaent xady. 
Conder the apot rel. Wat can be in i:? What ie noticed thete? 
"The aarwer leads es to the inner theeae room of Cyclops. 





Hote 





‘Whet cas Cyclops see with hie one eye? A. palin ld of half 
‘Vinon which srins toon daover, to Oe wrFowt 

ecble isthe cedieary mass perocpoa) grayp tht he cannot 
tke in two ching wt Kans even whee bok ae, i realty, itegrd 
part of ae which he Migs commonly perform Take, for a> 
trance, speech aad geiuce. Experienced actors know that few ins 
typical chenre audvence ever catch the sigakaace ofthe pals when 




















“I learned one very i about the 

sok Bue ners ig he ett 
SESS eoeeeieeta ete 
SST ea aS peel 











‘This vale bas boos pat to the text thossande of tines, It works, 
‘Try infor yourself Every veteran editor ned motion picrace speciale, 
sknow ic As Arthur Besbane oace phrmod i: 





“You mutt sea your ideas sender? lode 
frcgat car hrog® toed One Wu us Sel Aod eh one 
‘nghly coupled up with tse fda jn before and just bend 1 





[Nor docs this ell the whole sory. Things are crea wort alatl The 

‘same general role bold for longer sequcaces of eaten. The dull- 

ard cannot take ia two or sore sdeas, picares, or ergumrat in the 

noone of Gftecs minutes; and the greater the diferente between the 
[2087 
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presentations, the Barder he Gnd It to grasp citer. Only long ex- 
erence drives home to oae ¢hit extraordigery Iimization. 

‘Even the soperior mam can atteed only to abjeca of the atmott 
implicity. There ia » cough lew of saverte squares bre. Joppote 
be looks at a large sheet of paper on which various pictures or other 
vinual objec ony be hung in any dasired position. He Sands it four 
times as hard tm coacenteste Jong oa one objec, while another ta 
‘ht tao, a2 he docs wo coocentrate on it when nothing elec ie present 
He finds 1¢ one cimcs harder when three objects in all ze 02 the 

nteen Limes harder when four are within eye t45gt, and 80 












"The man whote anion proceaea are inferior goes utstly fon 
when confronted with more than three or four objec in the ume 
threecing circon m a8 unhappy 
‘flered, oochiag is thre. The mechasitn jem 
Make thrce dot {arly clove together o the sheet of paper, and he 
perceiver x rangle, Mike sx at randorm, ad be vees nothing, Hand 
the halfemt ofSce hoy exe parcel, ell kien ta take it over to Mi. 
aud he may deliver it promptly to Mz. Smith (perhaps even 
tw the right Mr. Bauth). Gove him four parcel, tell ion to take 
‘the sonal, round ope to Smith, the long, light oot to Jones, the ft, 
heavy eae to Robiaice, aed the thia aoe in blue wrapping paper 
tw the Goofenberg Toothpick Recisicieg Corporation tad prob 
ably he wil ful to deliver even one properly. 
LRT 2 onus ern of en bd lS 
of wea itezoe We gain new sesgt into stupad perceptions 
tren we ntnrve wit cheese dost at regan. A csions “cortical 
biuedaen” develops in which the sofferer secs detail but neither 
verueture nor detige. Here ia bow ix works ot. Two Gerzaun pry- 
chologirs, Gelb and Geldnesa, bad the good fortane to fad a perfect 
‘ase for toting, Their reports, together with Koehler ealighteniay 


























‘a0 moce than a tay fraction of « single fae. In ocder t take in the 
drawing, he bad to ron hin eyes back and forth all over it many 
‘met, and even thea he formed oaly a vague, inaccurate perception 





Th lg meme gee Pe mie £2 ee Rete = Pal 
SST ee ee ee 
Cas] 


‘MoROs 
of the whole. How poor it war appeared in en ingesions tat Gelb 
and Goldntein devised with iit name. 

First they wrote i om 4 blackboard. The patiest deciphered the 
nt leter and guested the others. Then the prychologum marked ia 
1 few Lites acron the Jeter aad now the poor devil conld not 
Aecspher anything! Yet to a aocmal eye the seme wat fully ot 
‘nuble as ever. To hua, each leat secon of the wipersmposed marks, 
petocived separately, became a fattor in hin ruceiog; che serait wat 
‘hae nothing ineligible developed. It wa Just asf sombody had 
supped 1x few extra sumbers wo 4 problem im arithmetic at 
‘which you were working; and you usrured them to Delong to the 
problem at a whole 

‘Rocbler acutely povots ost that thia case dsposes of the extreme 
bbchavioriae hypathens that all perceiving and uadertanding 1 a 
matic af organized movements and aeching els. Thi patent weat 
‘ght oa movieg bu eyes Jur at be did whee he guemed forme and 
fumes correctly. But st helped him not at all; for movements a¢ 
such could not select and elieninate tema (ram the field, Moving 1 
oe event, tlectiog 1 quite another, Aad all empasiziog, involves 
selecting no lew than moving 

‘Now, thit fosction of orgasizig peresived uicms into wholes 
shows all degrees, velocity and epreads. The diseased variety Just 
esoribed stands at one ead of the neal, while atthe other owe find 
_Reoiuses hike Esoxemn eho carey un clear thought « meu of deta 
falanoay, end operatioct of higher mathemancs varly 100 complex 
‘or any common maa Yo grtep. Between disease and geaius are 
fayed the many lines of the paychic epectrum. Of theve we are, or 
she present, copcaraed aly wrth those which fall anyehers below 
the medias ané the very low pathological vancues, Just where the 
boandarios of stupid perceiving fall, nobody knows; moch inquiring 
rurt be done ere that can be sertied. Cam sure, however, that eaany 
citizens go theough Ife, working, making money, loving, matryiog, 
raniog families, and being decently buried, with etrthogly feeble 

Here is « cue which T hed under istermiuent obsetvenon for 
several yeurt. An amiable youth, aged fifteen, joined w wmall group 
cof boys whom I was teaching so Bundle x tracer and farm imp! 
‘vnte, E4die—an we soll call hian—bed all of che ordinary sppeat- 
ses f somal igh seve ane: he replay dove the tee 









































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
100 cfote to fence, stones, eld corners, and peaple. I waraed him 
repeatedly to allow more space for ewerrang and tucsing, bat 
‘eemed able t follow the hint. It shes cesurred ro me that pet 
hae had poor eyetight—and an examinarion groved this oa be 80. 
He war Sted woh glastea and, for a wile, seemed ta bundle the 
tractor beer, Bat when the ueat farm seaice came sound, be ex 
Isbited a treth variation of ha infizmty that grve me pres, 

‘By chance T observed that he became caafwed ever three othec 
Doge who were walking slowly ic difcreet directions acrost the 
path of un tractor, some paces ahead of it He earned chit way and 
that, hen stopped dead. It woold have beet phyrically imponsle 
{for him to have bit any one of the Uhre, for be was travelling only 
three miley am hour, while the boys were keeping their eyes 03 hi=d 
‘That suggested that Eddie was afflicted with ‘aferiar waual appre- 
henson that pes not due to poor eyes bat rather to # poor bre 
‘Thi led to farther teas. They showed asmistakably shat the led 
unable iat hil ut «ld few pant dew co 
raing & few objects, gone of which were moviag. At beat he 
































‘he to adj hn raovewseon to och «fed fo wach only one cing 
‘A fem yeaa lates be woproved ceaugh to Gnve a cat moderately 
wall but fever in thick, faut erffic. Thick, slow traf was idea, 


‘of course; for a ithe had t ove om one, S2ed recon, ander 
police guidance. Appacendy everything further then thuty x forty 
feet away veered wo hun « vst, Blue Bi ofl defined tangy; 
fhoving cbjecu close at bead uaterly befuddled hum, Tv it to be 
smarvelied at that Eddie hag batoeae third-rate carpenter whois 
wally out of x Jobe 
40 not bal Edake up 1 yoo ws « model of eveage stupidy. 
cahibt hin only by wey of cophutinay the hl ron whee 
Plagues al man from peaiut dowa wo inbeale: Th balhnnon i 
tn which, mare than any other proces of ongunisiog, gives rite to 
practical blender in the affairs of rade and rate. As we thal sept 
{ver and ove, mat finds humpet sa a word conretieg thousands of 
thongs with which be mut reckon, woold be mcceed untformiy. Yet 
hae vo deigned end eqerpped shat e can stead 1 only one hing 
‘ime. He ean thisk through oaly ous phane of one problem in 
biry at» Se As be chinks op ruts che worl, 
Sree ii wae a oth rgd we vey, ng. 




















‘Todo aspthing well, we sus do only one thi 
swe do that oae thing, the world goss on doung @telioa thimgx hit 
ithe cane of Cyclops. Can a face arise which uhakes 1 087 Ab 
yet no ngs of it appears, 


Levels 


‘We shall begia our analyna of levels of ongenizasion with 4 three- 
faid diffeeatianoa of the ereation procem. This does aot mean, of 
nur, that the process may uot unvolve fout, five, #2, oF even & 

en variables. It merely rocans chat I, the atupid author, and yo 
the clever eader, would both go lot in's waze of combinations and 

‘permutations, were we to push oar eealyss further, 

P*Frre the, the Tito oorcadeavor. Taree sndepeadentvar- 
blec deteraige the pattern of attention, hence the chiet typer of 
Iman seantivity. They are: 


1, The intmmty of conceatranon mpon tbe Foca 

2. The complenty of the domaie of reyponse; e24 

A. The velocty of attentoa pelvetcat wative the doasin, as well 
1s fom the latter to other ela sn the code af attention shift. 











‘This sounds mach more formidable than it i Tt becomes gute 
sinple when illustrated throagh extreme types, hike the following 
eight. 


Stroag-enmplex fast attetion; 
Serong-compler-slow ttestice; 
Weak couples feet attention: 
Werk comples-slow attention 
Strong-icmple-ter anention 
Stroag-eimple slow attention; 
. Weakealmple fast atention 
Weaksimplesiow attention. 


‘Now for itutrations af these. 
1, Rooievelt falsty eeprexca the Sret expe. His atteading was 
[207] 














RISTORY OP HUMAN STUPIDITY 
ceturatly strong: that is he pot his ied to a aew subject with great 
tite od eld there as 1oag at thece was ay polet 24 doing se. He 
‘tended wo complex virestions, if sot yo well some geaiusey, at 
Any tate far more uilfaly ches che average por. (I do uot allege, 
of course, tat he could eink through rock sisections with high 
faelguedl techaique. Thats another wory ) Fuaally, he was able tn 
‘if his atteatioa from ane Geld wo anoiher wits extraordvaary speed 
tnd freedom fron seria. 

"2. Darwin shinee here. And to toe doet Heat: Poiecart, the great 
imuthentaticlan. They powewed Roctevel’sgittet high conceatration. 
‘Polacaré, to be wre, had x ia'a peculiar form and under odd lar. 
tatioas ) Both exzelied Roosevelt a their powers of tuthiag about 

ere Polacaré oust rank with Eisele But bo 

fully, from ther nerrowly defined favorite 

sbfects, They simply coold not bop all over the woreeree mm the 

coune of a day's reading or an evesings caavermanon, at Rootevelt 
loved to. 


}. Ths in fortosately rare, It occur oaly ia divease forms. A moan 

ath auperior relict bat low ie eaergy tight valle from cestm 
aan of avernactive thyroud whuch would cas 

ick feebly from abject o objet. Yet the parocular thagy he might 

[refer to katie could be highly complex; and these would bald i» 

trund more Grmiy than wmple? things. 

‘4. Thu you bebold ta the dul, ploddieg grind who, by diat ot 
‘poring al night aver temoas, ange o muett through school wish 

"To attend te bus studies be rust force humaeit 

1 capacity for stteading to complex wibjoct— 
‘gomeury aad econsmics Within the leon, his rind 
moves sloggubly from: pore to porat—bat it does move. 

'S The succenfal nagle-trck rood serve here at the best apeci- 
men. Above al, the axrrow apceiaist 10 some Geld that i faitly 
simple. Let ua ay, a very great beekeeper of fancy dances or Juggler 
Not for mich the wild edvestenag up and dowa the caiverse, ia 
‘the manner of Leonardo. They sce to litle elds bot within such 
they atend with apeed and vigor. Bo do they caave to excel. 

6. The unsuecerfal agle cracker serves bere a8 rodel. Toongh 
imereat in tong withia the ute Sed, be attzds too slowly 0 
sake progres 
7 Mow wet he bec, With Smt «vs of Wh 















































‘MOROS 
{grade anoran who fools mast people by a curious alertwen, walking 
‘with everybody about everything. He canaot keep hat and on any 
ne thing loug enough to mamer w Nor can be stead eflctvely 10 
snpthing complex, thong he wall do Uap for w feacnon of a vecond. 
Ht he musetzas the appestance of inellgeses by veining upon all 
tort of things briedy and saying or doing something aboot them— 
hough what be says aad does w fooluh. Every woosal worker bas 
met such a chatcring ampleton of raat eamability whose emptiness 

fhdden by his noite, 

8, And at length we ceuch the feebleounded. Now che litle stare 
the aumlcas eye, the quick (orgeting of eedfulk. Sri 
bbeholds fuale. It cannot leap from thing to thi 
sumot at Hf feeling Sta way 1m the dark A seatcuce of six modogjl- 
Tables raze ts campreheanion largely becauve the span of 1s attead= 
sng embraces only three of four ssosogyltshles 

ach of thede tight wpeces develops its own peculiar ancntbetic 

ones and stupedites We uaderstaad them best if we look more 


clouely unto the 
nmplicity, for steagth a 


for complexity 

texton. Bs, 

{or the ltegraae peacenes are far too fer 

_Ecuuped through the crude attention proces of mas. Unb somebody 
14 device for observing the snot event of nerve cella, we 

tre condemeed to watch whem with the wretched, wavering, this 

‘beam of our hitle spouight. So, unhappy reader, the reat of the 

predeat section will be 20 more than many bref fashes in the dark. 



























‘The highettinvegretve behavior in that ia which » man, scautve 
ta eversthing {a his eaviroament which hue species can detect and 
appraie, iterprea everything from momest to moment inthe light 
of all pan expericace, ikea toward cach ching an atitade whieh, 
in due time, pane over atto bebsrscr which yoelde hue the highert 
‘pourible wtitaction, under the given conditions of rpace md time, 

(Need we add thes hutory Bas record of 20 such pentoasligy? 
(Choowe ang list of eminent crea, test their careers scrupulooaly, and 
You wl st Bad one wich ime wis Naling tucson 
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deal. Probably Goethe comes nearcn, with Lecoxrdo tome wretch 
‘behind him at a seaolt of the uange, pxinfol drvion 1x his nature. 
‘Our own age say have nobody ro cank with Gueae twais, for we are 
apenalites by necencty aad outside of our penalties summer by 
‘way of relaxation. The Indestral Revolution forced all who would 
thre imo the experts narrow but deep groove. 

‘Que skilled workers an orale their energies down to ooedle 
point, ia order 19 excel; hence they oever range fat in experi 
tnd organizing experiences. Ia the traden, the one 
the higher 













ke the presat eny 
‘one lest and playing the market with 3 for all st 59 worth. Never 
‘belore—and, T hope, sever agaso—aid scien have tch a chance 
1 watch the stoperyingeflecs of te marrow tg of maa's range. 
‘Not thet apecialinng always upeien Far trom st Though 
sands of workers become pid 09 the job, ether thousand 
‘And itis our probes to weettse What we 
here. Fortoatey, we ate aided by the fart that eneny people 
thls iver uoder to compatace whatmcre. They do ve auto tert 
‘own atte and thee throw light o the ere ee of wpecia- 
meng. 
(adiy enough, the average mas fbic vertatty protect hi 
apn the as an angers api of he aoe bo 
any tris, cone powerfl; aay intesots aooe overwhel 
Ing tad he corn voc wre tumetom of pagel tod ea 
exertion. Being foreed to wick st ove tate all his dey may prove 
Fehsome, bue i seldecs undermines him. Bet with many superior 
individuals « danger arves For these oearlyalweyt pouew 3 few 
docniaat traits which give thr owa design the rune of sven 
fad tciviien "To ondervand the remuling forum of rapdty, et ut 
ance at Ge eflocs of roch damuenion of» ngls rend ove al 
other 
Ta a zona close to the theoretically average or median type of 
sconevitien, domiaaace plas ice or o part io the shepsey af 
‘guem of habia For wch » pena lacs wong docsinan, 
ig ll ld and all incermtene Fis normal 
{a0} 





















batetce, therefore, i ane ia which he rexponds to 2 wide varity af 
‘things a letle and to nothing at all wth great vigor and perwuteace. 

‘But let a maan be boco with even a mnderatly 
tod ut will sorely assert itself t the point of dr 
more queray into ior chanuele. In cme it will become the focus of 
many abst, some of which will be seated 1 it to obscurely that 
only a careful observer cua detect the coanection. How chu works 
mur bat beea aiilfolly demaattrated, though with a trace of exag- 
(geraioa 1a acme detil, by the English character prychologtt, A. F 
Shand, who, ia hia book, “The Foundations of Character,” goes 10 
far a1'to cotsotain that “every seanment reeds to form a type of 
character of 18 own.” He shows ov how the perioeality of a mier 
‘arumes thape sad power. 


mi ye nd in eed 
rien, bi ipdeicy, fin vipleas, bu pradeden, ha teceey, 
sunning, and umociabiesess, which are the ementual meant 
Fairer Ta coca en rca 
ir cero eee et 
se he concur eu trae 
eke ae ee mec ede 
ipeieet arenes a beeen 
‘se doe topes end whch aeons Gh fem mn" 


Here ja 4 domioxot appetite. {5 moe people of “itzong” per- 
sonality we find domuoant reenitivites of a different wort. One hap 
tn eae for amuse and spends hours tinkliog on « piano; another haa 
fn ear for nowe aed takes up the Kettedrum and taxophone. One 
respond keenly to color anc boulds bit life around st by becoming 
an interior decorator. Another Logics atthe sight of lively rhythmic 
‘motions, eo endt op ov x texcher in « dence hal. Still another 
fascinated by the way the wheels of « machine go around, 10 be 
ends op a4 » garage mechanic. And to oa sed on and oa 



































Ta aach such career, the dominant seouitivty woance or hater rane 





ons. Allow msc Balf a chance t have it way with a smcally 


ee ros 
rau] 


HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
{nclined perv, and exc long be wall become :menitive toward pol 
icy, bottay, and the low price of euto tres, He will tell you that 
he has 20 time for rich milly matter; what he oughe ta tay m that 
be bes no free enccgy for tem, ax mesic aad the acuvaney which 
seeve it uae bim to capacity. 

"Here then ia the son chain whick bunds the specially to 
person to the charict of Cyclopt. The keen scare attend 10 is, 
‘speenal object, becoming interested im puresing these objects ace 
aligg ove't energies upoa that pursuit, .abubum 
‘work toward that end, and thos bloting out mow of the universe. 
‘The world's lutiest weprdvurs—thoegh not my commonest—tre af 
thi specie, So we inuHt now imapect the Ovm 

‘We thall beype wath the man whose range ut rusily Iimted 19 
Ais inner experiencar-he 1 the introvert. Theo we glance witty 
arc lea ehurply Draoded ype, che man wrapped up 18 outer af 
{fairy jos Geewuse these are so waned, the extravert type 
‘Alter chat we oura tothe aa whose range of mserena uw fied, 
‘is oma ego. Next will be msamoned to court « pecaliar nub 
fof the egotn, the as obxetied wath the urge to force other people 
te conform 10 his ideas and wither—he vs the fanatic. Last sppears 
the arrowed expert, the extreme “wngle-tack mind,” with Ity 
‘Cyelopeaa vision 




























‘Tabe insensitive to athe conditoes and events of the worlé sreund 
be aspremely stuped. So, at any sate, would a biologist or 
4 cagent be compelied to argue; for bow could a creature keep 
‘and well i an exviroament it aeither perceived clearly aot 
ged for ts own exds? And what ig infervcugy if nor secapucity 
to endure? 

Grunt this, and you come to look upon the introvert as the éru- 
ides of men, ux precite proportion to hs iowardaess. Such is the 
‘opinion of many paychologist and peychintrist. Some of them even 
49 to far a Wo regard any strong satroversion as a bic defect. We 
fed nat go ax for ad shat here; but we mart ace the sain evidcarcs 
for such « han view. 




















‘MoROS 
‘The smtrovert habutnatly atends to something “in hus mind.” In 
10 doing, thingy and feelmes merge into “a new prycbic fac.” The 
phrase is Jung's and mont apt So, o quote hut paychoanalyrt agtit, 
“The abject t not gaven thet smporence whach should really belong 
fo it” The penon cannot domaate objects, for his handling of 
(hem 1s alwayt confused by Ss (2ciags ead exueades toward dem, 
Hence he tends tobe alarmed by new situations, even harmicas ance; 
and he  bemidered ta the potne of panic 19 « crait. If forced to 
acy, his decision m stupsd. Tn hus more formal thinking, he develope 
4 pleastetly coloced theory and then fits fcts into, alter the unoul 
‘habit of metaphysics aad religsoasts, who are aeutly all extreme 
troverty, of shiz grotly maladjusted eatravers who hve turned 
ta the inner life because of outer f 
perfect specimen of the healthy extraveried 
the equally perfect specimen of the healthy fatroverted. Derwi 
purtued facts a3 « hound lunes abbots All hie theocies were simply 
the objective implications of what he found :a the world about hie 
‘As for the German meraphrycian, the precite opponte was tie cut, 
fe was abvorhed by mocr costemplations He anclyzed himaelf 
bis poyehle procene, atter bu fushion, 
‘Unfortunately matt satroverss Go act gue such magnificent coa- 
trol of thew inward trends an Kast dad. Ie dhels fate t9 live with 
themselves alone and te Sad ibemselves poor compeny. The weeds of 
joem ure srewa all too thickly across the fallow Gelds of their 
voute. Kempt yy 
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sig a wee aa et ce 
SUSE sp ies 








lth poce and arty exhibit al these dangerouy 
ty sachs to mich x degree thet one wonders haw they avoided 
tha madhouwe. Coaides Francis Taompice, 

“Th range preudo-geaiue wat am extrane iotovert_ All by 
feactiont to the ceal world were grotesquely shoormal. The man 
Iterally di aot have the wane 1 corsa fm oat ofthe va he would 
‘walk the roe, cad ved ahivenng, 28 x doing raw orm and 
ever make (or shelter, evca whea abelier war at hand. Like she 
ragross be had no spram of sleeping, eating aod working. He 
would tt wp all aight, when the spirit moved Wl, aod fe would 
Torgec hit mead altogether Everard MeyncD, who rescued him from 
suicide and oblivion and latre gave us thu bet biography of the 
Mage vingury. tp tat Teepe aan hit fod is 
‘woth; his ret, and was utterly cazclew of bo health” t The inen- 
UWhle followed. Thorpuos sc early into lavalidism and wer 
‘weetchedarn, tok wo opium for relief arve 10 the point of death, 
‘wos ualvaged by fiends, and daring the trustful yeaTe wavered be 
Tween dreamy seeticne in a Capuctse tonerery and the mmetien 
ot tebercuons, which foaly killed hive 

Tocial adjeumens were all owe of « complete iatrover. He 
vas toully unable t project is though, felingy and wnhes into 
Cooverntion; sor could he atk fevers, exprew opiiens ox worldly 
{tia of any vor, or take has stad in favor of Bn own philosophy 
of Le. At meus he ut like x damb saimal, frequently quitting the 
‘able withoveBeving Susbd his fod and without a word of excste 

Totes for Bs insexitvny to hin surrounding, let Meyael 
Nimwelf ei. 























‘Read wea ont and out; one 
smacvelt that he ever tmrned the Fight comer, and sot at all that 


7 amends Pe ne Prag” De Re Ke Nor sn Mra 
Digg ieee tees Se a 
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‘he was knocked down 
(open un fate presaces 
ir lowed 

the Ba 
‘He eould look 
Lap," and pay bas 
‘bonnets of autres of maid pea 
tubes Would wot know fvieoer Pi 








Riding wo an 
fora Baer of Charity 














nt alone sa, often at T ave met um ithe 
seer of London, P eee seldom yorpracd him ip 8 cnt 





ee eae 
porte ose 

Serine en rie meer 

mae 


he average mua, 30d 

eace hu dpa te goto al ho npon' 
‘defintely ‘he evil moment when be 
conten busuelt for food or ueep.” = 








Lake other defectively ietegrased persooalitisy, Thompaoa wus 
Diewed—or carsed—with prodigious hecal memory, He could 
‘quote verney, sections of books, long reviews by dhe mule; could else 
[page 1nd li; ebd seemed co Rave all thu mental baggage constantly 
99 deck rady fo dacmbasong wh on th aan Bu, pi 
‘ike the under-integrated, his ose of alt thit was ia dashes, When, 
be dud vse 12 conversation among bu few antes, he scintlated 
bot did not shine The ay waa foll of meteor but vord of ster 
Teas sigaufcuct here that hls patrons who took hum xo thelr hoonet 
‘ecall that Thoenpton's talk through the evenings bende the fre were 
brillant asd charmung, but chey cansot remember any deta. What 
the man gard vamshed almost wich the eying of t To » prychotogut, 
i hex only one eure meansng: the coaversauion lacked all point and 
pattern, was dujointed, acd hence did rot hang together ix such 4 
‘mpnecz as to mak it sick at 2 whole in anybody's mind. Thompron 
filed, onthe one had, to direct hit talk his hearers ia a peroaal 
way and, om the other bend, to organize it around some thetin or 
motion of his ows. Either method would fave leat it endueance. 
TLart of the sroog iatrovernve tendencies, 
the paning of tne mutt be noted. Too Lite at 
ta this peculiarity, which, in my own observation 
1a neatly all thorouphgoing introvert. To it 
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ERSTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
small measure, those disorderty habia of exting, sleeping, and work- 
ang which are the cane of the iatrovert. Ar chile, Be camld wot 
earn tbe ready for any occtvio, be it dianes or a walt or purty 
He would dawdle over drewing. over & toy, over a thought end 
‘quickly love all contact wrth the exzernel world Thu» on inva s5a8- 
hood. Fie could aot keep an appocstment, boweves urgeat He wat 
shwayt “heaping for teu ruoctsa mare” ia eveu the peter stestioxt, 
‘Wisat canyen tha? We find the clar in < wealth of textmoay sbost 
the man, Hus prumary senutivines were aot normally connected 
one another, Bven im their simplest reiex ucvos, they id not 
tate w yourt and mine da. Meyaell tele ua? 

















“¥en & cart jolte by, the alse of ita wheelo comes vo him tong 
safter—or beforo—he Coubles to move out af reach of the abate 





one sire pn ‘out of time tnd om another plane, frpond to 
iitgys heard = 

roe mater a uke to hum asthe saz of the sre and 
tng wey fect locks pre oh ot pcan ine 











ee a ie only bec 
ew ofthe paaage tte a enghthy a vance wth bie 
‘own Had we marted ¢ inate rece be bad Tat looked, or a eh 
day, he would oot have been sarprised, but the foobsh half-hour 
{r'hld'of m abward Gis time leaped oe paseed, wile the clock 
sweat on with Inng regulary. 


All this, of course, was the root of hus indolence, or of what pasted 
{or Indatence. He was setonoualy unable to arise when he withed 19, 
to eat when hungry, o° to keep 4a appointment. Meyeell say that 
Ibe would, sn good faith, Yemerge from Ise room upon 4 honechold 
prepang for dinaet, when he hed lata listening to sounds which 
he thought berakened breakter.” Aad, to break thi 

‘Thompion vied to screw) wasaiage to hmself and 
around 

tan one of them. But litle good they did. He was not built ta obey 
them No smasat of dnl wader 4 martinet could ever have ham 
smered orderfinem and punctuality ato x man whose eyes and c0: 


Tome ae 
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MOROS 
canld not co-operate iz moving hia body our of che way of 42 ap- 
proaching vebicle. And nothing short of ax raternal reconstruction 
Df aerve and muscle Sbre could have cemecied thar atmoundiag 12- 
seauitlgy 10 the pasung of nme. 

Hut own aouquely unperfort untegrabve prosewtes betray these 
telves jo oar of the minor bot interening lterary devices of bit 
pocust He was fond of snveatiag ins own words, at he wrote oft 
‘with excelent abet effect bat often acedlevly. He hed at times 

‘tinble mania for odd combinations of familiar words into new. 

‘hompton invented theve profosey and employed them a9 
‘the commonest old Anglo-Saxon monceyl 
‘of interest 19 hus readers that Dosdery 8 






dea aot mean that he rebelled aguett the ut 





intemse feeling forthe pymbols that waged themaevet to 
bbe brooded over his lence 

‘$a much for the more fammbar introverave marks. We come now 
to the infactiiam in the man which ccveals, bepoad all doubt, the 














Sivurons, feed te develop properly asd leit him partly 
of eluldhood. Like Beethoven, Thompron wat ubable to ceatrol hut 
murcler with cormal dexteray. Hox Sogers were clumry, and hiv 
Yodily movements mote vo. Samae satinates have roarvelied that be 
fever grew np. It 4 moce than pouible that ds motr defect bred 
sn him carly 4 fear of phymcal objects and pe enmuing negative 

laptation sthich tock the form of ight. In both mind and body 
hhe came to shon the world. Ta mied and body he remeised Jergely 
sv eluld, Witness thane fucte 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
ams oat of he oom. Bat they, fr emer, wonld lok thei 
oor tguame the duaner boar: Gey’ wee wih 
fhentre France wear 20 or Ligy hr Ser hep er 
hear young i'eg donotrat i He pa 
Reuls? memory of uty lantioaa He wy 











Desa and even now 
graye Sea eter sane aver we chy pee 

red chaldzex's Shoughty wayn, tries, manner of Lit, Akd out 
foot ante T played, ot ny apart wast soar apory,tven when, 





Pptayed wit foe the eine T began to ead (aboxt 
‘a sth yeas (tok) often meamt ope tag 0 
‘ted toater (quite tactizs) to them—my nde of the gore wer 


feta them. Aad trom Boyt, wrt, 
reuty af play, 1 fold wader apart 
‘apectty and habit of make 





i not the pattern of personality 1eid bare by these confewiony 

‘and hs frieod’s aneedotes? That child ery: “I don't want to be 
taal Aad i coun ia iets det! i oh 
r it inuginangs were highly emotiaoalized, lasgely be- 
cceute hus anger, tne fear, hu loves, and hut canionnes—f any he 
‘bad—could find xo cuties toward the external world through thove 
bominable defecaye motor gerves of hus. Theve literally ahut the 
ia hia ows ukia to a degree which no nocmal reader ct 














agin 
‘Thit cotward blockade of immense energies detoasted by ronic 
cailocsine action inevitably produces tremendous nerve shocks, There 
shocks seem to spend thenwelver :2 almoat «ty part of the organum, 
Acpenting upoa the local and eomectary ampplics of available free 
‘exergy t0 be touched off 

"What was the eaeace of Thomproo's wretched maladjustment? 
Siouply that: be craved to five hus private dream Tife, untroubled 
bby the world and it afin; but, whea he eried to five thus, he 
neatly died of utarvaten, of expovore, of phyical neglect, and of 
covery other misery that avis ftom a refusal to face one's eaviron= 
sent Like all other introvert, Thompeos defied biological neceaty 
ved lowe 

Flow aight he have won? Only through Inc. Sach tock ay came 
athe form of the Meyuelis, much too Tate wx Ife. A fairy godmother 


Tims 
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‘MoROS 
might perhaps have taki him vader her wing whea he wan » Hae 
boy and have shclesed bio from wind and weather and mankind. 
She might have left him aloae with his dreua. Among these pretty 
nothings the poor crestuse could at least have lived ea bat wil De 
‘would have remined infaitely eapid, useless, yacreatve, and lest 
than half v oan. 

‘The inteovert hell end purgatory are Ls oot 13 grand circles, 
atrer Dante's best denga. From the mote, vacoous inceates of asylums 
‘up to men who nica sebjective oaly in ashes, we find inzumerable 
‘ides and degrees of worldiy dulntse En our majer work on human 
tapidity we shall have w derote several volume (o the more im 
ppartane variticn. 











In Thompion we sce an extreme iatrovert Fem iatroveris owe 
thelr nupidites to the precite patiea of interes which we fiad io 
‘hu remarhable perveaaity. A mus who Coro foward upon hasaelf 

find all sor of qnocr tage to focus oo So fer wm We A CO 
‘ermed, it wekes Inde ditezence what he prefer; i ay cat 
act of ‘sarrowing makes the sropidty roeeh mare than the 
toward which ope aerrows. 

‘Some prychologits aow regard all introvert ot pathological 
‘Tha may oF ney tot be. But ove thing in sure: they are absormal 
2 their relations to othe peopl, ort av the egotst x; and they do 
many fooligh chiog while whut :8 from che big world, 




















foo, hs topiditis ate obvious ard atualiy frec from the 





fngy thet mark those of other meatal typer. 
‘ets qwarmy wath the type; that maker it hardly more interenting 
haa aa earthworm. 

‘The extravert conceatratee by preference on thingy atound him. 
Ueatty—but not nscetatily—he tegards buman beings pretty mach 
fu things. The peculiarities of the sexticot, langhing, brooding biped 
clude him; he lumps them togwber with wicks and sons. Hence 
flow hi ven Meader, pec wen Be happen to be lowed 





ISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘with superior mechanical inteligzce, which tds to strengthee 
fu saves view of men ax mere mechiees 

"Thar we came to Henry Peri 

He iw the pertect model of the old-wyle Machigan farmer, ex: 
cept for us muperce eachanical enue. Het od cantet upon ead 
Lives fo thingy, thing, and things: wheat, manor, faces tree, Bre 
‘wood, wxzy, Rarsmerh ol cana monkey wrenches, and hack sai 
He beyan ile oa 2 farm and thes west to town and becamz « 
smachinut, No man can devote the Sst half of hs early 10Ura 
te tools without becoming himself w tool of tool 

Ford hes never beea able ether 1 uaderstad people or to get 
song wath them To ace respect be we the perfect opponite of Owen 
. Young, who likes people simoat as mach at ast pzople Like fom} 
sd thu ducreace beewees the two men rors eatiely 10 the (at 
wre are now ducusnog, Youag ia wa inward-lockueg personaly whe 
advances from inguin jo xapsition; in tie ope nngifcant #8546 
there 1 toacthiag comic 12 hu beadiag # hope moteufactaring cor 
oration He feis the madequacy of language, at we bave elmewhere 
shown and he has curious hypertropined charity toward all men 
based largely on a sicere cosvicncn that aruber he wor they mabe 
1hecaevencleac by word or by decd. How é:flrent the great Etenty! 

Te w well heown to thove clove to hw that be has the Modwett 

ingrained dtrast of strangers wad 

sve signs of becoming reuse He has boro heard to Say that be 
rust be on guard aguioet new frieadships We may be sore thet 
thie aot merely the echo of many buter expecicacee with the frieaia 
sf yore=—with Horace aed Johs Dodge, with Aleasader Malcorica, 
‘with Norval Hewkins, with James Coueces end with ever xo macy 
cere. Ie eaket moce deeply. Ir the mes, Friseahip a tomething 
‘which, ayer, mea bave been ueable to formulate an the eqsationt 
of mechan 

‘A farmer turned mechanic, Ford bas thoroughly proved, 16a way 

ich oaly a pychologes or ele as expert a combustion enpscenag 
would be hikely #0 reeognize, hus uter exraveruon uesupported bY 
every, ake-belive, of create fantary. Its a matter of Fecord ta 
‘winch 4 thootaad exutent engineers and manofecturers can teaify 
‘ander oath that Ford fa sever vented anything of laxge of fas 
ing value so avtomabibe dexgmiog. So far at 1 know, the man bet 
(70) 





























never tned fa deseive 2 sool on this wore; I have never fousd 2 
atemeat by him a which there wat the remotes incmation that 
‘he personally conceived and petleced any mara fetes of the 
famous old Model T And I heve it, oo the authority of weveral of 
the gresteee mechanical engiecer, that, whatever the Michigan 
farmer roay have cootributod to the ext, o¢ wat act comparable t 
‘what Edison har doce ia sey one of « huadred Selda, Easton wat 
bighly exrraverted, but he bad « curious dnordecty creative immgina” 
tion gesopparted by mathematical ability. Te rove to wapreme geDian. 
Ford's musd is, in every exsental except butices organization, 
commaaplace 

‘We would not aspice here to wre Ford's ogra 
would be too dull for us Bat extravert stopidites are 
themuclves, mavsly becuose they throw light o2 Am 
‘evolution during the pant three centuries Le che upbuuding of this 
country we bave beca sarpthootert, trail blazer, setuty rapper, 
tune haaters, lumberjack, miners, armen, herder, cooper, cat: 
enters blackemiths, mechames, machin, storekeepen—in a ward, 
ren whote attention has been shackled to the rude materia of 
snr cone Ou have ber he ut of excaernan They 
howe up 
fle, eshamaa beings Ford sever ue wells dementratig this (rend 
irtly because he ret far above the ruck of tradeioea, peddlery, 
bateames, asd corces grocers in that they stisk of greed and petty 
fraud, whereas Ferd—pust all remonable deubt—bus Lite oF 00 
mere va piling up millions. Lf the eait ewrayed hum earlier in hfe, 
Uther long sunce beea rwazoped by 2 geauice, iitent, clerheaded 
‘pawion for uakering wath metal vat ic rane Back of afl tha there 
‘low a tenderecas for thingy earthy; and ita» Uns teat, probably 

ting, which attracted 49 bes banner the mancey 
cf rasta and wilagers is 1922 and 1923. They seoued their ows 
kind just ax ane dog whit another dog from sts. Thove who could 
not detect the afisity ocherwie, packed it ep through hit tractor 
aed bos many remarks gbout impramng the fermert ot. 

"What kind of toprdsies does wach a mechanical extcavert commit 
mort often? Aa T mid, aupidiics turning around the deeper humm 
reations. Wines the trp of the Oxcer IT lauded with pacifirs, 
cranks, echemern, and epic, Bound for war-plagsed Europe to get 
‘hah ot ti wean Ce a et es 













































MISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
Ford kocw leas than nothing about heir peoples, their 





and eddica which had wept thez: ell ito the supreme inanity of 
bate Nor could he ever have mastered euch fac; for he a blind 





toa fame azote upon the “iateraatinal Jems” 
ote preposterous cock-t-ball mory than he one 
run for months on ead i the columns of the “Deatbora ladepeadcoc"™ 
ovcrbiag, wi alleged minstezen of prool, the compracy of 
Jems bankers ang promoters ws up axioa agunat oot woot, 
vate prof and to force iquor down the throat of 
4 unwilng, wber world? Ta fairncas to Hesry we mut add that 
he eaded up with x haadiome, though belated apology, coupled with 
nnn of vast fqeorznce wed misinformation. 
‘Wild though the eomsparuoa ay sound at fit, Ford and Bee- 
shores have af lest one resemblance tthe mupidity coward the 
workings of the ordinary mind. The causes of the mupidity 
posed: Beethoven mivuadertood people becuese he lived 10 the 
Ferret world of taney, while Pord wets ix dhe wosy,geeay, ot 
‘bard real of wel, lates, ned overalln. Mac overruns these deans 
by many 4 mile Qely « morsel of hs metre cas be geen within 
thee domain singly. 

"Ferd hav neayfazsoss companioes ia ne stupidity Some of them 
will be paraded vader aspect, rach as the ungle-tack arinds, 
the expert, and the men of sarrow range. Profomors of piynict, 
cheminry, aatrozomy, 



















supect, we reach the cot of de imaveave and wil but irreconcilable 
‘confit between maa, the social animal, nd man, the economic wi 
‘mal. Life ie aot money, nor moaey life. Prodscing ia nat conrsmiag; 





be acither « Henry Ford cor « Woodrow Wisse, ecither # tool 
Juggler nor a word Joggler; he will be neither an Edipon aor 4 
Sreiamcer, aithor a uz of 

cof dominant mathematica! imagination. He will be « aatore well 
Dalecet beeen owes and oarmrd tee 





‘MOROS 
Bae 


‘The bigot u “obaeaatey and blindly devoted 6 bs own chuseh, 
pare, or belie.” That fr we go wits te lesiographen. But wien 
they tay hat to be bigoted is vo be “prejodsee, fotolereny, and nat- 
ommiaded;" we waver in out loyalty t the évcuonary. We tke 
tacepion the coed sdjece. Tf every mun who cabot ar wil 
aot toleate something is « bigot thea bigot metst biped. Perhape 
‘ld maa Webwrr and hm macestors tad ia md oaly the tolerating, 
ff people who hold eligis behets at variance with ooct Own 
‘bug If to, then they wary rect the meas 

very mance person win) bas learned much w antolerest of many 
thungs—aod shouldbe, 00 T am oae af ray zulions who il oot 
tolernte people who defeat demakiog water by bang in city reer 
‘2in, people whe play nxophones all night fog ua « tenement fll 
of weeps, people whe get drank ad throw bees betbe at pater 
by, people who swindle widows and ocphass, people wha refute 
medical wid whee they have valipox, people who spt o the oor, 
and several tesand other sorts of api, aunty, perverse mankind, 
‘To be civitseed one mex be intolerant is the eit way, and is to 
other. A perv who cally eaduces everyting it 20¢ eve & good 
tavages be fo coundecably lower than mont motoay, nid vocal 
‘ena te beet. 

To be « genuine bigot, fo the waceeplimeatary reese, such more 
hay ttalerance is azeded. One trait Tcegard at wdinpeaasbes 1 
4s Ge stupid, stubborn cefssal to listen to che other side of the cae 
Hier int species fro shat greet of Fuedazeztli faders, 
he peerless Wiliams Jenga Bryae. At the tial of Jobs Thocas 
Scope, wha wat fined $100 and con for txthing evaltion down 
jn Tennentee, Clarence Darrow put Bry om the wizen tand, and 
the fllowing Mluminatog remarkaengsed. Darrow put cach quee 
tion, Bryas made reply. 


















Q. You have never i all your life made say attempt to find ont 
about the other peoples of the earth—how off their clviza- 
loon are, bow long they have exined on Ge earthy have you 

A. Noy ain't have Been 3 well ateied with the Christal re- 
gion thet I have spent oo tims trying to Sind argument agxiant 


i 
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©. Were you atead yoo might fed some? 
A No, bie, Tam aot sired that you wll show me any. 


& Me. Bryan, do yos beheve atthe fs momen wes Eve? 
¢ By you elev she was ineraliy made out of Adam's ib? 


& ite eer coer whee Cun gt me? 
"eave the agnowtca #2 hunt for het 








Mr. Darrow asked if Mr Bryan believed chat Eve's troubles 
Degen because Eve tempted Adam to cat the frat 


Q ir you beheve thet i¢ the reason, = So miade the serpent 
erste ers eam ack 
a Dee Sper cine eaters te 
agit a a 
" rea ble aod ak to gent td Touts nite ihe 
val ne carte ue asin a 
0. kad wel fey ie hed A Ea Gd mn 
Aa tact Beg hoe kt dase fhe coed 
pore all ein ‘and above ‘beart of the field; upoa thy 
SET An aegoacd dh oe ew a ede 
Berge tes asta ny an eat ees 
eam apes el? 





pero> 





‘The ewence of the bigot's epudity, we would masnnin, ia the 
closed szund. Immense zones of fact are excluded from evea the 
Iighteet coonderation. No Trespaw tigas cick up everywhere. Ta 
tome, therefore, eaormoun sguocance most rerult And the proces 
‘works equally well in reverse, too. Whatever keeps people ignorant 
latikely to bring oa bigotry —thongk it seed not 4010; for io the lat 
uals the bigot mun be cursed with x certain emotionality at 
‘which we shall look s008. Let us wk, before we go further, the 
larger inftraces eutkiog for igostance. Pethape dhese may throw 
Sight oa pup biguss 
ic] 








‘MOROS 
‘Where do moat Americans get their opia-oas om vabjects removed 
from their immediate neighborhood and buslscu? Monly from 
ewpaper, aad ltd fram magarices. From books scarcely aky- 
thing, and fram moizoers not « whit save wo the peripheral Bog-and- 
fhomsay voor. Scott's tm in Chicage and my owa in New York show 
that high-grade profemional mez speed about Afteen minutes x day 
lover their morning papers, while the average person probably gives 
Alooble that me. The average man beats the superior man {a hme, 
partly becuase he ceadt ewore slowly (rerely more this 6,000 words 
rly because he lacks skill in ukimmvng, partly because 
bole at everydung, 
ad purty 100 
Decause he hat more time for mucellaneous readieg than the wu- 
‘petior mas. My tia of decidedly unferior people verging on the 
froren ypes, while wall incomplete, wuggent wrongly that they de 
‘yote much mora time to thete papery, afe muck more deeply ime 
‘prawscd by what they read, bes do not cover mvch more gre 
terms of wordage, than higher imeligeace group? do. 
‘Roughly, thea, what we fad ie this: dhe higher the cultural, mea- 
tal, and economic clam, the Jem time it spends on azwepapets end 
probably (but aot certam'y) the Tem st ip relatively silucaced by 
‘whacit ceadn Of sis we shall make Inde here. We lok rather tothe 
Quality of the intuence. And whet the st wll become apparcat 
‘hea we anewer the quersoa: Which parts and what fraction of the 
























Aaily paper are read in the high-grade man's quarter-hour and in 
‘the average mas’s half-hour? We are now about to make x rematk- 
able ditcovery. 

‘Taking us bast be proved ending elon ofthe average and 





ff ews ealumncn aad motion pictere tides) we Rod tht these peo: 
ple ts» rl cover aboat 4,000 wards in an ordinary newpaper; sl: 
‘dom as mach at §,000 word. 

“This amon wo something betwexs 2% and $% of the toa] sea 
ing matter 1m a typical aewrpaper. Only one seetence oat of every 
eave oe read by ay meee ee 

ftestenees ate eead? Broadly apeaking, we find that io the 
sown in the heading ae ead eg eneerely bet the tes 
‘not; and i the entertaigment icems ceriala preferred text are read 
lov. 
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Ecdvtocial and esitical columns aze sead almowt never by the aver. 

‘age teader of the large circalatica paper. The ooe pouible exce 

‘doa to thut tendency the Sunday paper. Here the beanly featured 





‘These coadinces, ler se insin, do not appear ie papers of quality 
citeulaton. And, of coune, Gey appear 5 « lumited fore, 10 thoue 
etiodieale which try to combine mate appeal and clas appeal. T 
thall ignore all toch complicated phenoenent, a Urey do not alter 2 
‘contention, which 1s that at feat 95 out of every 100 newspaper 





‘aay fraction of the 
hove sume evena. Your eypical Itcrate American dios esmmlatee 
aesifeeh of oae-Afteth of wuch events a are teporied; aud hh 
paper report pethags ane-ittueth of all event which might Be te- 
poned each day. 

‘8a the newapaper taker « seapabot at eeaity au st whozzes past It 
holds thia ap fo the reader, who take a eapahot of thus nupshot 
‘And on thu he bailds hu keewledge of the world oumde of hi own 

tines aod nevghborhood. Note well ths qualifceuon Jt 
all prove significant 

Nom, wat Mey to eppen wan ndieary marta who, show 
730 tunes « year, once every roraing and once every evening, Bel 
faepsha af repivo and then poner Jodgean oa ach (Wet 
even a9 much a8 the Zulut and the Taarege force apoo their young.) 
‘There 1 oaly ove outcome. The law of bubit formation works inex 
frably. In all matters ouse of hu smeseduate neighborhood and fu 
bbuicea be tends to accept news Sashes at adequate pictures of world 
teats. He comes to regurd Deadlines a3 reales. And, inthe realm 
‘of moral judgmeat, he acesitome Inawelf to ange the right and 
‘tong of feported xcta in terms of 2 few emotionalized platitudes 
hich he i forever seeing (in bold face capital) in the woapuhot 
editor of bis daily paper. The bigger the world grows, the more 
comple its affairs Decors, and the busier our 1 

it own affairs, plaloly the moce he Jeane ox such snap judgments; 
and the eas ve intereat he has in matters guide of his own home 
and office. Hence as our world progresses and our ctizens thrive, 
‘mow af us gat further and farther oot of touch with the saxr of world 
soem Aad ch cats we ay have with them become eer 
























‘MOROS 
more cama, sawure, shexchy, and tabload. Au T beve boca ying f 
the aewa world us gning tabloid, whether ic want fo oF 
not, What I now add is that the average mind sed the average ioral- 
{ny are also going xblovd, ia all extra-amural afin, 

“Thos m dhe pretve oppouite of wine going os within exch man's 
sphere of work aad person! hag. Work is becoming more tech 
smieal and more scientific every day. Perwnal relations ore being 
more inperate and are beng sadervtood more surely. The streel 
wooper and the beak preudeat alike fall viet to eficiency ex: 
pests. And all perscas in the higher walks of life ate rapidly com 
13g around to the belief thet ther mor intimate problema are beat 
solved by 23 elaborate dingaoais atthe banda of prychiatriu, phy- 
Aiclans, bacterlogasa, tad eugeenta. Seence ia expelling the adage, 
sad scale Sicmaing Be cnybowk mare ware 
‘of superior quality are is charge of affais. No guod uew' 

‘fice ron onthe peacipice wt forth byt owe wn oan ede 
torial waiters. No succestal arwspaper owner vans hus owe private 
affairs along lines lard down by the sob sntr and heartache adviser 
‘whom he pays Give handred doliara a week Nor docs he ever make 
‘2x important move 1s hus bonnes affairs oo the bars of soformabon 
ered exclu from Nt owe nem wd eral ecm. Net 






































jat how about the man of average or rub-arerage inselligence 

and crootional wabuley? Now the sceas changes. Scicoce and tech- 
2 have touched hen, tt only in the seate that the ream roller 

touches the road it seoothung. Hi is xot fond of racarch, of 








here.) Hence he 
hhabus, bork in his 


‘riccomba ntterly to map jedgmenta cboet saepthon, except in x few 
intimate matters of hie owa private Ife eich a» wage cor=ng, 
iquor, and sex. And thin males hiss Scot ofall « bigot, and then— 









of wou or practuces. His mind is aarrom, belt by eature or by train- 


lng. He grasps a for notions and inks they are the whole 
(2277 
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(his mere belief ia not enough to make im 2 bigot. You oust add 
‘moun. He mare scorn or dexpise those who believe otherwse, And 
Ihe must reas edoru mo improve his opinion Hs mutt be a closed 
‘mand, {he would be s firm-ctast bigot. {abe « fanane? Dosa be torn 
toro ove? Hard question! Let ut ep and at them. 





Amoag every handred good tngotszeiccted at random, you will find 
some spriokling of person whe ate much lem sable emowonally 
thao the tet. These instability sesumey dhe form of violent outburas 
when they are cromed,costradictes, or cnncized. They strive to m= 
‘pone thet: wll upon other people, abeve all upon chove who oppore 
them ‘Thee are the true fanasica How lerge they are ua cast 

body knows. The United States Cessus does aot help ov here But 
their mumber vs legion. And, cootrary to the general beet among. 
Caltared people, they are by wo cane confined to the socom world 

Indeed, they rarely crop out among moroes One of the surprics of 
povt-war ioteHigence aed mental hygiene tes shat bere w hide or 
‘0 ponte correlation between intelligence and emotional mability 

‘Amun of very high intelligence may have 00 control ovet hut feamt 
‘aad cages, while « poor dub of « white-collar eletk euay have the 
‘poise of « diplomat in such adjestments 

Of the dozen or more rabid fapaticn whom I have personally 
keown und watched, one of the most obaoricns 1 4 brilliant sceoust 
hove achievements are secognized sed admired all over the worl 
and another, msange to ty, 1 shilled tethmrcan an a dificsit 

the existence of highly Inteltigent fenaten 
in America 10 grave today. Were all of our 
‘virtue mongers and censors and profubsnonuta motes, what nimple 
Joh it would be to pat them m their places! But, alan, hundseds of 
Gem are scientuts, college profenors and corporation prendex, 
fut aa cuany of our Bigh grade crienals ae. 

‘Neverthelew the mau of bigott and fanatic isto be found wa the 
smile and lower ranges of cor popalatic. And we have now to atk 
Ibow chat begotry aad fanaticner are aggravated bythe rypucal ews 
paper, Th our anrwer we moat conuder separately the peychology of 
fea sd he pyelogy of Hume. And we ment au dvds tt 




































‘MOROS 
lattes into the prychology of fear and the peschology of anger. First 
of al, though, we must dexribe « curioot peychic elabon between 
the world of oman afore sad the average acmapeper reaier. It 
‘underlies the whole fanzical movement. 

‘The world of human wfluire hes mereased 2m detail and 10. com 
plenty far beyosd the average ance’ ability or detre to koow 3. 
‘And daily it outranaing bum aull farther. The telanve diflerence 
‘between hus immediate, ianzatz world and the whole world of hn- 
‘ian tart incceasen steadily The resalt 2 that hoe pontave know! 
cdg ofthe larger world is relatively slighter today than ever before, 

ans thatthe larger world 1 eat real eo Bima. 1¢ 0 grow(3g 
znd more hike us dreas world And he aften tends to dedl wi 
he deals sth hua dreacs world. He cakes ita place where hi 
ile cravings come true. 
To eather timer the everage man could sot play wth the larger 
real world tous For he lacked the politcal and econogmic pawer to 

20. Today ha pomenyes that power more or lem. This 4 why poll- 
thos and public morals have both beconse the playgrouad of igacrant 
people obvewed by stulduhly nimple eouook A large pust of the 
2,000,000 laws uoder which the United Staten eutery has opin 
from wach infantile cravings in mea who have lout al touch with the 


























Inge ele 
et, OW, spurs ench fanaa fo action? First and foremort, feats 
or rager which have been wired up so them by something which 
they or fomebody else hat read an the paper. A soupsbot of a tnap- 
thot, 1s other words And a toap jedgmect about that snepibot of 
anapahor! Wham the gods would destroy they fret make table 
readers! 

Tf these people aever heard aboot such dustorbing affairs, they 
vwonld not be aroused to action If they could hear encogh aboot 
them sed take time to study them, moat of them would ether da 
nothing or ec something taore of less scamble. The diester grow 
esther out of complete igsorance nor out of thorough underind- 
ing, It grows ovt of hopelewly raadequate leformation which, by au 
‘easy fiction, and hubst, comes to be regarded en sdequate, The pomer 
fof this Gction at onc tragic und ledherour 

‘Many 4 time have I lutened to sty dutinguthed Usiveruty col- 
leagues au they ducooned exiemporsoccodly oa the new» of the day 
ove he lnceos abe Wt acy at cept tee greemen 
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—aon of whom profes 1 Sine wore for American aemmpapers—te- 
cept what they have read at face valoe and om all che remacka 
pldioly earame that the apthot chey have taken of the mt 








Me. Coolidge waved the city af Bowan by hit bold and brilliant 
handling of the police wrike in shar cxyl I heard shus oaly twa 
rmoothe age. Asd'T have alioSeard ia those sem-aucred halls that 
forced to abuadoo hit lew for the tetoualzasion of wor 
‘Azsecican cetabatont Were I put to it, T 











create minor vat 
than in one owa. Whee we come to prepare the History of Humes 
Swwpidiy, folly oae leeg volume will have to be devoted to tl 








‘the autrouadings that evoke thess. Jatt one glimpse of there und we 
move as, 

‘The tremendons power and vogee of txnaticiams in America cx 
largely be traced to intese precteality and striving for succes. A 
uaa aman mh, bmg ashe to comprehend ay pit of view 

‘own convictions 
‘on the world. He difers from the mace bigot ie thar he  ampelied 
ta make everyone practice what be preaches. A bigots wmply war- 
sowoeminded. A fanane ies mas of action. 

Now, ta America in te patt century have beea dram svlions 
who cume seeking fortuae, Aggrenive persouabines of every shade 
bhave come to our lend, aad thete have become our doaistant 1yPe. 
Saceew is their god. Bue soccea in attained by concentration, nai. 
‘ded interer, sticking to one's ten, bending all of ance effort to 
the single clear end. Hence the maz who ia by nature eadowed wth 
‘ bighly integrated nervous eytces hes a sremendous advantage here. 
‘Aad the mare oppartuaiteg our country offers, Ge more will uch, 
‘4 man alae, The more Be seizes, the richer and more powerful he 
becomes. The richer aad more powerful he hecome, the mare Uewt- 
pen, meget, pobhng owes, pica, corse, ad 

















monos 
‘workers wil be surely dominate ot indusnce Aad ia doing the he 
‘apes coos and reeds. 

"We mz Americ have more powerful fants thas all other Inds 
‘combed, so fer a the records thom. 80 we cust expect Mee pa. 
thetic smagination among de ruling caus. Today, at the tte of 
Chris, you mor wrk ft ameng the meek aed lowly, aoa the 
poor t20 the outeat Aud you mur do st for Darwis's raon~= 
Satur election, What auice for materia seccsemterfere with 
ight and fellow feeiog. 

"When Chet aid that it was cane for « cre! t pane chrough 
the eye of « needle than for’ rich amo to extr the Kingdom of 
‘Heavea, he plainly had io miad this prychologeal lw. For the two 
highes virtues ia Chiat opiaicn wece brosherly love and chaciy, 
both of which grow oet of rympaihetc imegietion, To eater He 

nplom of Heaven one most became an ht cuid; that i, one 
mast be tuled by woes feelings sod sot by the pason to achieve of 
to ponest Tait philosophy af Lite hav always been uadettood boy 
thomas of szaple folk who, messared by Dus and Braditzet oF 
bby Nistztche ae fularen Ze has ways bees ether entuedernood 

‘ated by ae oot of every ten succem hosters. Between they fw 
[oopH there never caa be « feodazeaul andertunding. 

a myiog this Cao oot peasiog the proetarat or holding the 
sich up t0 scorn. I merely record & biological fart wach you my 
vetfy for yourett and Gnd ia ie any moral vigufcance you with 

“Aniaag the maby speci) ieoenar eating Avera te brediog 
round of the word's wopider biomed fanatic ere in ane whuch, 

het heen overlooked, AX any cate, I Red no reference to 
{eis the emotional elect of clove contact with satagooutic ralgiooy, 
tora, busines methods, end personal tinea, Nowhere else have 10 



































like a witcher caldson into which all manaer of wraags, nowtome, 


malignant, nevicoos jngredieat stew. Four and forcy scumt are 
tttthered into a broth here ‘The Neolithic Celt from Ireland's wart 
oatt lives next door to Pappadoakilous, te catibroat from Athen, 
‘The Early Bronze Age mouatzinecr from Spain toils on the docks 
betide 4 Runian clod from the opper Volga. Tove who are mea- 
tally raperior and exsctioually weil poited grow friendly, take all 
Comes or what hey ae worth and omy eaten Aer 
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can rype. But uabappily, shere are teas of thousand who are pot of 


SATESa uelny: Dussag the pare they ot forty year, they here 
Tor Bomar; level ofthe manigrant sce hee lowered 





‘over the country 
‘of ecaotionully Gatable dullans of earlier socks, vom of these even 
pre Revolananary. The sall towns of the Bouth, nace 1910 expe- 
Esl, have an i the wang of tha onde Eves Tha 
‘aught the fint ripple here and there. Much of 

dlral and peshape comad forall ene by Chie Cyclopesn aloe. 
“Van ares of the once glorious Middle Wet have become as dul 
duty, os sodden, wad at European asthe slum eines of Belgiam, the 
eakbole of westera unculture And sow wet ie the clash OF stpid 
temperaments. 

‘The early Americas Cyclops tures io rege against the early Ivish 
Cyclops, Pole leaps atthe throat of Reasan Lealnan flashes wleto 
agaiost Greek rite. Southern Baptnt runs Airican Method out of 
tat. Old German Jew despises and ductiminates aguait the Gs 

ian “ake.” Code aguieat code Creed agama creed. An all-around 
sunaing fight for exwtence which bar deen brought on by the new 
ealiacion that, 30 « polyglot, ongret, bumardized couatry made 
bloody ty the savages competion, one's dearer beliefs and firmest 

Wa are jowed and scorned by atent The ego wounded ant oot- 
aged by tht discovery. 

Since the World War, ths erend har grows much wort, maisly 

1 roult of the growing harshnen of competion 25 0 






























the Advancement of Achelan, de Amocistion of American Anrolo- 
ft1 the Chiropractor, the American Legion, wod all the rest, even 
bea they ate act themselves ofcially tated for exutenee, feel 


he atres ead steno of internecine funaticnam at never before. The 
more ematoud the groupe become, the mupider thes ects 

‘Durecty after the World War, uh exovecal mrcin was at iw 
‘wont, you can sex by turmag back to the yellowing pages of the 
wtatute books of 1919 and 1920. Some philzathropiat 
member of my nal 
‘om for cases of fama 















Troapit on i ase marae or aot, Dr 
(32) 


‘MOROS 
thal great “wae ta end war." The result of that noble act will AUT « 
dozen votames end tart a rot. 

‘Doct the memory of man run back tothe rafamous Lut bil in- 
troduced tefore and paused by the New York Sue Legalsture in 


Ati, 192) the hepdey of "100% Areca”? Ous of thee ioe 
oredsble 











‘Golte apart from any avert act on the unbelievers part A pecond bull 
the group empowered the State Board of Regent w cemor snd 
lose at wall any peivate school, eves though 1 war receiving m0 Sub 
Tie feds and wee therefore free from all offered wurvelianece and 
control. This same bill imposed 1 heavy fee apoo every private clan 
fof auy sort and required sack to be Gocmied A shud bill 
‘school texthers to the imbecile whume ead prejudiers of « board of 
examiners who would have power to cromcxamine them concerning 
these politica, soctal, and even moral eprmoes and, should there not 










though it won mach more poblicxty by virtue of ws 
‘Wiocousia exacted » “pore history lew” soroe months later whi 
‘will long endure a8 « monument of seid ivory. It campelt the at 
supeciotendent of education to hold a heariag whes any five cluzess 
file « complaint that # tchool book duly adopted anywhere in the 
sovereng sate "falfin the tact regarding the War ot Independence 
or the War of 1812, oF defames our aetion’s founders or mucepre: 
eat the ideals and causes tor whick they struggled...” Thee 
five ciuzeas may be morons. They may be slterstes They may be 
12 gang hirod to “get” the author and his publisher, 40 that a rival 
book suay be substested on the adoption Lis. I have never heard of 
ec roea tneen epien nt ese we a toe 
papers. Somehow the Inch ime shat the com- 
nwesity that Brompht forth Van Hiws ox LaFollee cannot have 
hep this seditious perversion oo 2 statute books all hese years For 
he lew ttelf defames Wisconsia and America more thae any text- 
‘ook ever could. 

‘Have ovr fananics grown gestler since thove 100% dye? Perhaps 
‘Arall event momt of tem Rave grown peter, if cae may judge by 
th comen uno eww al Ebee p ot sm, Be 





























vusrony oF mua srumirr 
ae wee oi seh ent ee DS 
ham Se ria et 
SEG, Weal Gee ing nti nas 
SISEET Rogie Sige tse of dee cod 
mavaly by the Dry fanancs who are casting about for pew worlds to 
See ean on te Bat day st 
Swat Sina ae sEoc ae Sao sepa 
edie auteur ras tan rea, 

po Fa eat tants ge ten 
Pade le mets jap ai Masons Oba 
il St Eka Shah 
Sta fie ao Are 

wey hos ween ow hea wt 
arn tata nating yaks ston eee 
SaURE MMO Tecmo tans ha ee 
in SA alas hse wenn Nee 
Fey lipo se ait ter 
‘vemgetors found that “The sormal children scemed to recogni: 
thers own limitations more quickly than did the idiot children, 
Rae at ee ee a re 
Mohit cane esd obo 
she eu onde op ton he pret ha 

‘Thur Calvin Frye, catslepne satellite of Mary Bakes Eddy. + 6u- 
pert Siig ee ap steht me ate 
tia ae una opr a Ba 
Serie opel ce 
ed oe No np tps cma te A 
i spisTe und rad i Bola fri Me 
Sant sre pte wane OF le wh 
Ta Sit ale tnd tna ay brane 
‘4 taxk far beyond anyone's abilicy, and with mumbiings snd phrae- 
making tried 10 cope with the meviteble. 

Tl el loot nt ec 
we Ma te Cpe ies od oe 






































‘MOROS 
‘ot often wondered how so many ineflably stupid belies, esta, 
‘practices and laws could have arica and been perpecusted? Doce it 
‘ot veeas more thas arange tha, for every intcligeat, wel-plagued 
affaicin the courte of human events there have been a scare of blun- 
ders? Well, par af the myutery cam cow be solved. 

““Rocpiog eveslasiogly at 1¢beingy voccess.” And who adheres to 
thus coueie? Above all the exupid Iellow sho, once in hus life at 
Team, has been aronsed fo rome eatruase, or hat bursed with wme 
‘fame of righteoes indignatica. Seelog wah lew then ane ryt the 
perils obstacles, end complications ahead of him, he phasgex onward, 
Senge in teeth, torch io lend. He haa beea exulted ‘Lite now has a 
tingle ntonger thes the kick of ram. The Cause utaias bi tramt- 
{oem him, enlarge his powes, ead lends hum importance, At lait he 
1 Someboriy] Onward, Christen soldiers, marchiog as & wai! 

As the banners of his bear-eyed army ewing par, the Timid Boul 
with « PhD. degree wands on the curb and wonders whether be 
4m mnnmnon tp nerve Go aak his bom fos « five-dollar raise in pay. 














tient 


Laberaliumia the lst cefuge ofthe nupid. Thier rusher every fool 
in trouble. He leaves patriotitm tthe coundrel seeking suety, for 
‘he foo! know»—in apite of hia folly—het Liberalism ia founded on the 
rock of truth and 1 almott npregoable, If ever x ceafut ecumecator 
penetrates this teapte, T voupect that he wall fied dwelling there five 

ot of Cyclops for every intelligent inmate Wore Jack for the 
Aatee! 

‘The sruprd man, nding Risaelf Ln danger of beg penalized for 
his Blonder, clamor for the taht to think ead do a8 be please. “L 
fam hanegt? he yelle “I am a sincere believer! As an indwvideal, I 
fam entitled to be treated aa wareed. I um an Ead ie Myself. You 
bbave na right to supprem se” 

Tacvitably, ia a world where mon people are profoundly stupid 
id forever sestiog things up, tit bax proved bighly popular. In- 
deed itis pechaps the deepest cau ofthe w-called Christians openly 
fof tacitly rejecomg Chrut's doctrias of ibbecaliam and horrahi 
for Paul's wily opportuninm. Tf there was oa: thing whlch Christ 
seed ore than eying ny ee oops at“ de 
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canact being forth evil feat, veither can a corrapt tree brag forth 
good fraie Every tree that britgets not forth good fruit is hewa 





them.” Over and over, this theme recurs yo hie remaria. Witneas the 
parable ofthe wheat and the tarea: the later are bundled and burned, 
‘while the good grain is saved. Witcesr agait: “The Jangdom of 
Teaven is like unto » net that was cast nto the sea and gathered of 
, when it was full, they deew to shore, and tet 
dowe, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad awyy.” 
‘Wueness again: “Fos whasoever hath, t0 him shall be gre, end be 
thall Neve more abundance: but whovover hath not, from biua shall 
toe taken away eveu that he hath” Wrtaets again the 

two houses, one founded aa teck, the ther on vand. But you weary of 
the obvicat 

‘sor, the grear pragmatin, clearly understood shat everything 
smant be Jad ged by ie resales No fool has any moral right to cluvm 
‘he respect, procection or und of other people merely on the ground 
tat he iv alacere Allow bien that, ned he will become a chiropractor, 
Ailing people sincerely; or « Cherian Scientist, slaying bit own 
cluldren by forbuddueg entry of dactor to the sick room; er 1 Mor 
een lunebe macdering sefidcla fs the haly came of Allah. Againit 
such TiberaTiom, the fanatic has « round positon. 

‘The fanatic han the ummesse virtue of uying to practine what he 
preaches He isthe healthy, wholevoone type of upward erivg man 
‘—auite apart from what be happens to believe He fits into the 
teraal eruggle for existence that gors oa aroong creatures, ideas, 
habe and inatievuace. Fe kaows, ia hit own listed way, that wh 
ever it worth cherishiag in one's heart Sa worth battling for out sn 
the world The progres of mankind is due eatlzely to this rlenthes, 
compebtion af zealott. Troe, dere are many mays of Bighting fr 
cave, soa of them heinous, others doubeful, a few soble. 80 we 
judge fanatics from cave to cave, largely in the light of their methods 

ot that, mind you, ix quite ancther wary Se too ought we judge the 
iberale—and men of sheewd vente do. But the dyed-sn-thewoot hb- 
ral objects ta thin, for fe maintaiae that the very Beart of his ofa 
philosophy is freedom of speech and action. His own actin, thes, 
‘whenever consistent, iv in subvance iaaction 20 £27 «8 the coatrol of 
‘ther people in concerned. Where hey do tsings, he tall He 100 19 

£236) 






































‘MOROS 
keep human society on the L:nguunic level, And thereon tier 
beating. 

‘The perfect aperinen here i Kereauky. Notice the broader ant 
fuoes of hue tragecomie career, 





Keely 


Invofar a3 Kerensky was eapablo of any cleat thinking, he plainly 
udhered to the ucademe's dortrise of the exampoteace of wdeat—par- 
‘ularly when these were cust (ato wel-turned ghruscy From what 
hneile T have beeo able to gather sbout hu persousbity through 

cus foreiga observers (most of whom have been either crinesl oF 
hotule), the man teem to have boca what that astute correspondent 
of the Londoa Observer dubbed him, “e theatrical apd hymenicat 
porear” Lena's biographer, Valery Marea, embeoiders thi por- 
tt in bright seiches, dios: 








eveuky would uy have redo Ppt Bate che 
stint tt Rapa ae whe ence 


‘eae quali 
NH fs i do dracoale measure, all vhat men 
heard wan a hoarse voce, and all choy saw a thresteaiog forefinger. 
HH htc Ned ead hm ear gee othe tae, 
yoaet “Yet he rmbolized one sort of di 

ocene. Wath a Gree rhetoric never before equated 
«ted to frighten the Revolution with the peo 
tals and the geaerals with the Revolutica.” 























‘As far ay it goa the plerure secau fait. Butt leaves out sevecal 
key lmetments, Fist ofall, Rerensky was 4 thorougls Ronsae—wuh 
(enorities of that range breed. Not « man of 
action, m the Wertern tects, be was tll energene and, in a cereala 
|; bat, sbove al, he wa fond of showing off. It muy 
(may not be nigeficaat that he became a lawyer and practued 
Petrograd; surely a verbose exhibitionist could aot have chotrn 
lester mediom for ine ego then that degererale profention, 
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te, be became the Wlliam Jecnings Bryan of te Bec 
Revolatiaary pery und, ix 1912, was elected to the fourth Dur 
where be excited the members with tos fery speeches. His fame 
reed, forthe Rising yoccars to orstory que at early as de the 
Hitl-babies ef esr own lod, By che ume te Revelston spree, be 
seas ia heen, fa fay 1917, a1 Wear Mia.ter, Be set out to orga 
the great oGemive gust Gemsany. Hie picked x group of we 
foratcy and other propegendina ta hazengue the sldter wis ic 
‘And what « noise ey adel AL Ge Alhed arwipapers prsted 
itek eadlnes declaiag thar dot mighty leader, Kereasy, wat 
‘marshalling milion t0d\woald erah the Husk ‘The Huns were 
Almere bled, 8 
‘omer; foe tiey watched Bat porspasa wisdbng wring. 
‘he unformed berd, watched the berd ase yllad "On > Berhio!, 
tad watched the whole epuode tude inte the 
‘nem which i Runa, a yon ax Keremaky let the 
Inter, the former empite of the Czar blew ap ike a bubble and 
assed trom the weae as « world power. 

"Now, lets, a8 we proceed to impoct the bbeesham of thit man, 
aake fir allowances for the adveritie of hin poution. Never be- 
fore was great oxbioe fa blacker chace da. Rum before Leia; 
twhedier aay mun covld have pulled ot out of ut doughy may be 
outed. iy Rereaihyt extreme bberaliea ude the ene 
{union oaly worve costounded and husezed the ultimate crush. For 
many years he hed been actively proclaiming freedom of wpecch wod 
fctlon, Some of hi mon ardent oratoes turned around thn aoble 
thes When be came iat power, he uadertook to role according 10 

ha. To the dul privates ie the trenches, he boomed: “You are 
the fren valdier ia alt the world... The rule of force hi 
paued. «Sey What you lke, do wiht you lel... . We wa 
fo respect oue another withoot the knout, without the etic, and t 
fay 00 cur Site alsin duereaty (som our forser dexpeds” 
‘When solders and uilors in the Petrograd gartwoa twstaied sod 
sere imprisoned it was Rereasky who relented Guan with « sable 
phew. 

‘But the apex of hia liberal Josacy beouse vinble berween Joly 
nd Oetaber, 1917. Conceraog it, George Sokshky writer re a f° 









































Teo twa that the Belhcria were oxgnizig fra Soretal 
i who war the 





thd fe ten teree meng the 006 


fhe ity 

clear Sees perion would heve seized Leni 
sod sta Dauber seg Anges S17, a ould bare ak 
‘Hem. At that time the palatal clteatios wax euch thatthe populat 
‘eapoase 1 such an act would bave been tight. Observers ut thet 
nse and slace, have waewed Kerenany's condect as iodicanve of 
stupidity, but t appears mes to have quite diferont character- 


career ad been» rage for deocracy an fre 
dom wet ad precio) of teen Haag see he 














wonton of ead of he Sam he could Be bac ob ols 
Eareee sca thay dered then? 
‘has who ect hat xy wad Hui alo beiseve that he 





‘wae cowardly; bot I mex the man and am ewe pe 

either, but rather sulered from ingrown id tn bibs 

Dose acooes ene ap ere Togures tr the Soe. 
"THs favlore made the Communist Revolutioa pot 








‘This wtrkes te ax cooing very close tthe bull's eye. His 
tum ded it mind wo the exgeaces of the desperate utuaien; 0 
ht extent at lea, thea, be ha gyows stapes though father © 
suany ote have doue. Hw athivde,forthermore wus fixed in the 
aay ways of voxcton. His med fosctooted thewogh the larpna; he 
‘wet a word-mux. So bis failore © sine and execute the Bolubevik 
Tenders was not comardice at al. but cuther deft, water tonion 
of hua two azongert tra T woold disagree with Sckolky va that 
prefer to call woeh mhibied behavior npecial form of etupidiy, It 
Kas the emensial mach, ineast Tiesto 
‘Tun it may ot heve becx i ut the, Jem 
(Ban ball of all han sepidity ie wach. 

T have aclected Kereuaky ax « specimen here Deczue hie career 
prenanin, fo esouitrouly exeggerated form, the supidiues of the 
Dera. teal 
‘eataret os bin. Nor will you fad voch x thorough repodie 
Tiberaliem usin Lenin, who rept the feeble wpoutr from the sage, 
‘Ante once tad, lone was the rest of al Suey once one 
tent convinced of Bis couse. He despined tlerasce. "Te tolerate 

carr 





















HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
Dourgenis newspaper in to cease being » Social" uid be az a hot 
rprech. Himelf the greatcit of fanatcy, bis trumpht proved that 
{Fanatics need not be wfepid. Tey ale demacutrated, by indirection, 
thet Uberalam, while it aay serve x worthy purpote io the oping 
times of peace aad promperaty, i Ul sured to criss that call for frm, 
vwelidirected acon. Any order ia berer chan chaoy any Inaderhip 
‘etter haa anazchy. There are enlightened Liberals who understand 
thie, aed they are not at all repid. Bt itis thelr mufortone ta 
tract the fools who, finding themoelves in danger of suppremon on 
account of thaur ueupiditien, wine for mescy in the name of personel 
berty. 











‘tho qaut hi sage job 10 Leadon aed yond the big stam- 
pede to the Kimberley feldn There he bad the cwutl upe ad dowas 
‘of the prospector, bet fsally, berwees yuggting and finding a few 
ome, he iced op money eieugh ba ence wih» comterle we 
‘come tor I 

‘He put al of his eviegs into ove mageficent duumond and suited 
for dear old London. Os the steamer he divided hue time between 
thowng off hut diamond and bie sill as juggler. 

“I ever males 'eol™ he bragged. Asd be proved ut by juggling 
the diamond all over the deck Oxe moraing, seerg chat the other 
passengers were beginaing to be bored, he deveed x Bigger and 
‘Bewter wick. Diamoad io one bend, be lesped tothe cast of the upper 
deck and balanced huzwelf there on one foot. Thea he jeggled 
‘hammond high in ai, fom hand to hand, shale che wearer wallowed 
sma long, derp oc. 

fan em," be whooped. And then the sea, aif to utter 
anmwer to Men, scat slong 2 sodden green 
arched. Juggler and dismond weat overboard and 





























id ego. And go begins ovr litle pretace on 


(he infinite variety of ite species, 
(40) 





MoRos 

‘Brupidity is voms of ws ment comic ad often coe di 
derives from too much ego. The ego beaumbs our rene 
attitudes, al modes of appraual, and all principles of couduct which 
in aay way belitde oar peraealines, Whesevet vid 
‘of the ape, “there is too much ego ix his coamor,” a man icaes all 
erpectve. And with it goer bis sense of Bumor. The egocentric 
“aera siting dowa.” 1a all gravity, be says and does thinga which 
sead obteevert ito hysterics You recall the Wall Street elevator 
oy, who mus discovered seading tar Eafe af Napolom. He was 
wked how be liked i. “Very muchl" he replied senocely. “Tas 
impressed by the aamber of ways Napoleon resembled el" 

‘Thus always with the egoceatric. He wear the largest blindecs 
‘ever devised o4 a part of say caimal's hermes. And wisally, he be- 

i, carly vo Sls, > value hinwel! far beyond all eli. His pride 
Jim o0c und only ‘coe vantage point. He view the cotton always 
‘raz the same perspective. 

‘Charles Somacr reveals the typical pattere, as Gusultel Br 
‘nar akitifuity shown 























“Io Sananet’s case it wat x placid, complacent 





send: tera mura Unt e werd ode shaken 
doabn and undstrorbed by diidence. The world dd need his, 
haps not quite sa worely au be thooght, 





if dea fad rae a this self-confidence, The v 
sat tf Boece orrespoodence would scera %0 
Span aids dou tal be nase Uae T Rove eneminel ise Fie 

ih w curtovs eye for any iaticaatin of sell-d 











scastnccn copie of hn meco wih peritmctry dpsi 
Wier cece ane tae ing oa 
wet oat te ee he sa, bt a 
tre tea : hg Vind scinoritnn me 
sie eh ol ices 








“We may thiak, at shis juncrare, dhat Sumoer war at least one- 
smillooth of a degeee leu eupefes by Nature thin cor diamond 
jogulee, who heeded ant the Atlantic. Hut hea we read co, we 





“ae Foe Gmai Bin ,e 
Tt} 
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‘wonder whether perhaps che Jugzier was not the auner of the imbe- 
le pai. For Sradtord tela a nzange tale, 





“Riven of Sumper eas can bardly credit the mary that, a fiteee 

year whee Bs suter tyroed Kas Sr a iw feeds 

Tet, he quiedy remacatrated, (Call me Me. Somner, Mather, af 

you'pleers' But she whole cian—the big vorce, the ux feet odd 
rashes bef 


Wise piacere eemnee 
Coloeel Higgs eidy sapiens 
Sion of tre Supreme Court Troppore 
Sit aan Ameren end Spae 
tncaes adie you tole fe 
Eeay log out bessel (as he comsoaty wes) 
"Tn fact we have Sumeer's ows, hardly wpeachable evidence 
that he pons) fvee when he wan lane “He coc tld ey may 
Noth Bioot, lat be never alowed hrnself, eves tn the privacy 
"hw oma charabe, tofu tte't pion mich he would oat 
hate m the Senate’ Ther f thnk, W would Se Baté © 
Al he reords of hry"* 






































1a pety pecoaaiiies the og» becowes merely comme Gaze apo 
that acble Leishowe, Lord Talbot of Malahide, descendar of the 
{rett Borel, hin who wrote che facet biography ofall ume. When 
Br. A.8 W. Roveach, the famous American fare book collector, 
rect Lordabig« cablegram oderng him $250,000 forthe Bowell 
papers thew ia Mt Poneto, our acbieman walked ato the Amer- 
fan Cocmlate at Dubliscatrying the eablegram "as ace carsice 
tovled handerchit” and asked: "Whe it th pera?” 

‘The con iaforzoed hie. 

‘Pew tll his oot to coccxpend with me" commanded Lord 
“Talbot. "We have not bees introduced” 

“High Sociey” is lite moce than a device for farening dwt 
shot. The dover the ago, th more frennouly it builds up i social 
‘ean, The peak of ang social pyramid w ao lazges than  piahead. 

a the Kacy his tgomania wat rays iafarisvog. in mublie 
seifeteem, be ooce ined bia grandmother, Quece Victoria, 
that she addres Bie ie private ap "Your Tmperal Majeny.” The 
ld lady lost Ber usxper over thin wnbenty. "To pretend that he 
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1s oo to be sreated,” the wrote ia lester which G. E. Buckle pob- 
Tuuhed leet yeas, “ia perfect mada. If he baa wuch serine, be had 
bbemer never ensue here™ 

‘Ths the All-Hogher War Lord who many years later fell viet 
10 his own colosal eget rupidity. Oxe of the commonest of all 
‘cupidities rooted is the ego is an nseztviey to the abiltien of oao's 

iva, The militerin, whote coactit is abeoreally sunleiaed by 
seeing howeif in gilt braid dauly aed by bebelding the array of Bit 
voldery at dnl, succumbs to this meatal duvease more often than, 
anybody else. To tht, Kasser Wilbclon was especially ratezpuble, 
‘And today, some competent srateguns declare thatthe yeycbological 
‘orga of the collapuc of the Prowies fighting machuae la the World 
‘War are to be {ovnd im the aurmpoos of the generals Ladendortt 
and Hindenburg that che Allies would be toa stupid to discern the 
profound schemes of the Kaiser's genizar 

‘Thos the consensus of German opraon before Ameren entsred 
the wae: "Amencans would never eater the was; they coald not 
‘aise a army; oF get 1 acrou the ocean} or be of any velar a x0 

17a" Thee, when duster followed hander, Maxnilien Harden, 

‘German ociahat editor, wrote buttecly: “Why thie unexpected 

following pestormances wo grand? Becaste a military com> 
sander, iacoxicred with Wolated wcces, Rushed onthe omaipo: 
tents of Cesar, rice failed to coeceive a proper enfimave of America 
sa factor” * 

‘Such intenntrnty 10 covale it cevealed ia the basinett man, Ine 
flared with pride, he overlooks the cuaning of Ins competitors, pro- 
seed along the Uses of rome plan of bin own which vrskey him at 
devuhly clever, and thes curbles isto whe hands of  recesver— 
Decaute the other fellow had a better plan. 

Trveatitviy tothe most obvious facts which do not coineade with 
the egotis’s when sad plans cften leads hum at ¢ ruaniog pase to 
fone, Thus with the preudent of « company wha mands before bis 
board of dizeetors, Sellowiog, “Weil put tha thing over or know the 
reasnn wry” One sach, indeed, recently crippled Sis busines for 
yearn aa cert of few Gus imbeciliy. He vowed he sould catty 
‘ost « plan to sel sane three querten of a milion dollar! worth of 
sock. He did net need the extea capa, bat be had plesned on the 
Se ln fhe an” We Be ny 4 

[ers 
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tle campaign, snd campaign he would brve. The cott of distcibu- 
tion of the wock, he was warzed, sap abaormally high Hle would 
be wise tp delay for some mont. Would be seve hu plan? Not 
bet Nal Mia eaergy and hua geaioy would pot over the campaign 
Hed eucceoded before, He would do it aguis. None shoold stop hits. 
‘Wheeepon he proceeded, wrecked bis Desises, and has put himeelf 
bck ehousands of dollars and several years of busineu progress. 
‘The simpie ego falls bard far Aatery. And the stapler ux owner, 









age 2 an encounter, a8 every shrewd sulewasa knows, 
‘favonte device of the employer who watbes to tpecd 
ingen, And i 
Ihave aéed of their employers’ good will Aa ounce of bierary 
cften berer than « foot-pauad of work. Acd it carries the clever far 
‘with the exotnie seapd 

‘ald Abcabun Lincela: “A. drop of hency catcher more Hee than 
1 gullon of gall” And he pracused what be preached with ynfinite 
uniag; xo tan ever Aasteced others right and left with more deft- 
‘ews, earcly oveateyping the Leia of truth va his oly remarks Hos 
hooey cing thoesunds of fix And Lascola somma io have been 

0 edit thatthe captives were owe, 

wor walle genivn at Qhe art of Mattery. Ben his 

humverent enemues woccesabed to bi sill. Au did the ego of « ntsrdy 
ent. 
“FWalam Deer, » New York baioem man back ia the dave of 
Mack Hanns, had developed « potent dvlite for the Ohio politcal 
tou aad for everything which the bow represented. He went to the 
‘epublican convention in 1896 t> fight Henox tooth and onl, Aad 
naturally cumugd be sesolved to shun the monster of corruption. But 
shrewd polwiciens peciuaded bie, aftee be artived 0a the woe of 
Datle, chet he had more to guia thas to luc by enmiog to grapples 
‘Hanas in person. Sa Ber yielded sod went over to the Sauth- 

(Sa Horl x St Louis where the cunning raler of the Republi 
[ary ant Sipping mioecs) water. Aa Thorsas Boer tlle the sory 
‘Willem found Hanns, the iavteatictroductions were over, king 
{ull charge of the conversetion and chettng at fritadly Jeagth aboot 
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Beers father, the Obio ude, and shout se uncle in Auband. This 
Alawered the youag ma so moch that be exptalted aad became 2 
Acdent beochoun of Hansa’ taoogh a the Seree year of ee 
fer and igobler canis. Ha ego succumb othe sible Suzy! 
ren Henna kc ha family and pace well ofl What mater 
A ot litte satioal is, afer te? 
‘But this wopidiy ofthe exo canoot compare for un imast vo that 
smcaunte we ceil by Gat canny Seay Andrew Caachi 
owblagrapby.” An & poor lad in Beaded, Be pickal as Kis Sit 
Gaomateial eaters the ea bata of ring abbin, doobeas 
bectete oftheir oil in malting. At che uur «yrave problem 
sre, Wheee and how was bet pet the food foc the boca? That 
‘would be a heavy job. And Aadrew we sot she boy to enjoy hard 
‘Mork; he Liked to cooonrage other ta do the rweatng. To rt 
the sevioa of others runs into aeey; aad in Sealand people de 
a enoywosking for nthing, Wat would Gey nce fated of 
mosey 
‘Galy » Soot could have anowesed thi ride. And no Boot wave 
pret se hav needle, He cred rvs 
of weveral lads ia the ocighborhood, “the comrpesration being 
the young rabbit, wheo voch came, should be mamed efter them.” 
‘The router w2dy that many of thee tlle “were canzat ta 
5 dapdeions ved clover for whole wenn with ma, cand 
Hone upee this osique cowssé-—the poorer rea ever made 10 
labor.” 

















‘Te any rcader can sod in a sore extraordinary case ofthe stupid 
gp lec him d so. (Tagre to nase te cu afte ben aa emer) 
‘Were thove lite boys race fois? Net wt alll Carney uted vat 
tions of thie ame consiog cock all droog fia wocodect carte. 
‘And toany a factory manager asd railway prev 

Ti onder to toate locomotive 





‘conductor frel important, they issprem bin name upos x bram badge 
snd alow him to weer it (There are otber ie pleauat ream for 





thin Jas pructice, I az tol) 
"The emmmonest and mildest form of stupidity cased by the ego it 
the habit of talking too much, In almout every meao-men excoua- 
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ter, arve only certazasimations ce which a voluble sulewmen is ea- 
gxped 10 permuadisg a hoatewife w bsy something the doesas need, 
‘he ordimary moctsl yields so his craving for self-exprewson with 
Lule or no regard for tue powibleefecu of his words. He gives bicn- 
self away. He cocumits biauelf t projects and expeaditores. He 
loves frends. He makes cocmica He geias « reputstion for being 
looterongued, gowmpy, back-buing, windy. Tt in only a4 2 polis 
soaversatonalut that be mey shies, Bat ttt buttery 20 paranups. 

‘Almost every buliant leader ia batiosas,sodestry, finance, politics, 
and even wience 


















‘ther fellow talk on und op while he husmelf Litzacd. As x amo: 
tate, E. Redord, remarked of hm, Joho D. "always encouraged 
aries to wk We vellom kew what Se wat duthing, but 
he always wemed ro ktow what we were Cushiog” Of the wae 
‘was the elder J. P. Morgne. Likewise Elbert Gary, forme 
ad of the United Stes feel Corporation. Axa tomenig above 
ating the Sphiex herself to hare, was the apecctlem, mone 
talhblelea George F- Baber, the bunker bo war interewed 
Har ooce ia sicty years Foe every excephios fo the ale hike Theo- 
dare Rove, You find « doce Calva Cosiégs and Herter 
‘Talking to much isthe cammonen variety of egocenzic nupuaty 
‘only becette few people can write. Were sore of our apeciet gated 
{a the use of prose, publuhecs would have to erect burcicades 
the onrushing aeany of would-be asthors Burling MSS. whove chief 





















by 
shockingly large number of eupid agoe whn, booasae there are mil. 
Luoad of more or ies stupid readers, Sd audience, 

‘When 4 man is 90 sexpid and go il informed und 10 crudely bred 
‘hat he bas nothing cle to wrte about, he yearns to pot hizaelf oa 
paper. Among 
tonally knows to be eagule-ly aps, Balf of them spend mort of 
their hie scribbling open of veiled autobiography. The fecblet of 
theas bamancayucs imitate Pepys in form—but cever in subtance, 
fer Does ed wmetne op Jn asin. Rie sows ch 





MORO 
fakire I would rank the preudo-philoiophers who poadcrously an- 
‘Bouacs that they are about te eet forth « new cthicr—or what Bat 
tnd them proceed to a ludicrout rehath of etale idea moor of which 
‘eve bees quite grasped, 

‘Of thes, by all ode the wot famous ia Walt Whitman. Ha merit 
a freshly carved obituary upoa his almout forgotten tombetone. 





Whom 


‘This exteaord:aary huesbog oocupioa 4 uaique niche ia vor hall of 
fame. Mare mgensoutly thas anybody before of tince hy day, he 
ctshed in oo the exoberaat stapdsty of hie fellow couztrymee, A 
Izy, iacomperent, utterly 4apid Sop wha, before he hit on his fat 
racket, wore w frock cout and « high hat wod carried x cane, whea 
hhe dropped in on hurasted newspaper editors to well hi treshy arbctee 
of to beg for a job, Whitmes developed his stronger antroveraive 
tuends with the years By no meaca 49 Joat in his ows ceverioa and 
dreams xs poor Francie Thamapans, be severihelen aaaiteated ftom 
fh earliest efotdhood some of the more dangerou incapacines, 
Late by lute, these getaad the apper hand. 

‘He wan a vegetable, firs and foremont—and he Sater discovered 
way of caprtalzing hua brotherhood with the roroip. AS a sal! 
boy he was the despair of the household. He sept from tea to four. 
teen hours x day. Later, when his brothers aed eters were married 
snd had thets own bomen, Walt uted fo hunt them out, whenever he 
foat a job and weat beoke (which was ofteo); wader the root of 
charity, he would seep all morning, while everybody else wax up 
sud at work. 

"The owner of "The Dasly Aurore,” who once engaged him ax 
‘editor, declared that "Whites was the usieat man wo ever wnder- 
‘oak to edit x dally paper." Mea in the ofSee sated that he woold 
duu in around 200s, dewdle around « while, thes go to bsach for 
tan hows, then to the Batiocy, if che weather was fat, to watch the 
boats Job after job was lort because Be wun worthlew. At leogth he 
‘bethoright hirnelé to try carpentering ia « village. But even at thit 
he wat a total fadore, ex hut best felends, inelodueg John Burroughs, 
adnuited. He made bumptions pretense of being #= boner taller, 
tbe oud nu re rm os sw ne 



































EnsToRY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
So, to, fall major scyrative activines, a1 we might expect ia 
mun who wat cae of sine children, the younget of whom Wis 

fmbecle and the oldest « Imatie. Cae anyunag be more obviout 
‘Whitman's writingy—taben a1 a whole—thex their formlensen and 
lack of logic? Trae, he meoaed, broeded, took enitudes, and showed 
feeliag—bot thar's quite another ory. Add to this lus asexuality, 
od the foundatious of his later perwoaality are laid, ready for the 
year to erect the Gaal dizzy soperstructure tnmamed with garpoylet 
{at insolid ivory. The man was oly bulf« man; he shamed women, 


















have poisted out in receat yeare—all af the 
iu his poems was mere compensative fantay, 9 tnckle of 
‘weak, wishful thuskisg, « sgn for potency Uret wat act. The tet 

mony of many clove frends is unacimous regarding bor eunuchor 
‘aneure; 0 w90 inthe indtcece evidence of his diselpley, notably the 
good Dr. RM. Bucke, who was also one of hus executors and 
biographers, has gwen us the mowt accurate pueture of Whitmu 

satore ja the symponium volume, “Fe re Walt W hstman” (Phulad 

1991). Bucke had long semcaated with the poct und wi 

im, evidently with an obuerving eye and mond. Here it h 
mary, & little condensed: Twalicize the mort revealing hnes, 




















“His favonte occupation seemed to be strolling 7d 
about odors emai tig ae the te he fom 
ny the vitanof light the arying arpecs ot 
‘heard te cricket, the tree frogs, a2 
Ea" hat they vet ondinney pec Gant Loew te 
tans i had ot anarsSd Some tha alge evold deriva oa nich 
iat happine rom then Wang ae hd le was vey fond 
‘dowery, eer wild or cottvated; hiked al sore Sunk he 
tamnced bees such a cot. Per 
ocd, 9 man any to 
few is Welt Whieoas. AU extoral 


‘ant FRitom he i he) ab my ee, 
She bea {Eheoph I ever ba Ri fo ty Sat he Hed oo: 
$07) Mor teh abe tae Ni fe abe kad orb, ee 
Sided nde shew J arer ere bis Ye seg or opse, 
Floyhitn mimeime acti ete hen 9 ape Ranh at 

ie pei Sane 
Eisin Sh wetting ie Te even sok please 
























‘MoROS 
fn the oppoutian of ecemies. When I Sint knew him, I uped to 
think thac he watched bueselt, and woulé aot alow his tongue 10 
(pre ecvrerace w frvaiaey eta, Compt end feo 


Retace Te did mot coca to me Siar these mental ates 





‘Ot Even agzinet any anuméls, niect, or i2anumate thingy OF 437 
‘f the laws of eatuze, sor 49y of the resus of those law wordt 
‘igen, deformity, and death. He never complained or grumbled 
cither'at the weither, pain, ilineay or anything elie, fe never 
tore He could aot vey well, ace he nore 








To tvs penetrating accovst, let me add a few lacs foam Whit. 
ima’ tong of Mysl*w winch be pet Reae vee w ht pms 
tive Mes 


"ea Ie wh aia they ew plac 
1 yeand and look at thea: loog acd Jong; 

‘They do not sweat and whine aboot their coadstos, 
‘They donot lt arabe in the dark nnd weep for thar at 
‘Not one a dimtitied, cot ones demented with the ania of wa 


thangs, 
[Nor ane hadi to another, 201 hit kind that ved shoutabds of 


[Nor bac i tenpectable or unhappy aver the whole earth.” 




















“The poet early exened the reputssion of being one who concealed 
‘hig inmog thonghes aed fecliaga team hie freeds. Eyen his mother 
beliewad that che was is lamentable ecocatriery. She sud that 
camp and went as hz plead, when 4 boy, taking everything for 
‘Btanted end accoundag for aothing.” In yome instances Obese con- 
cement are, plesly excogh, the regular tricks of the ictroves 
‘bat in moat they are noe so easily explaicable. How about Whitman's 
consiateat failure throoghout hit Ife to Tike or dishke particular 
penton? How about hu extraordinary disregard of manaey, which 
Ihe aover mentioned? Aad hia iadifereace wo ergumeat? And 
lack of all anger ned fear? This ia orach sore then 2 mere “fusion 

C9] 














HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘Of the percept with feclng mp » new paychic etry” which, ax 
‘Jung putas, goer to meke up the mental wif of which the introveers 
‘experiences are formed. 115: a Tack of the wrvel emationsl reaztent 
of rage and fear toward germans. And with it goes 0 fecstior tach 
Of moroial maior reactions, expecilly in social relation: He alia 
Teched the normal eggrtarioe bebacior of the erotic male, His oxter 
Adjustments were overwheteingly of ihe acbmizsir-eribctic typ 
This leaves wo ether major fonctions except the orgetctive t0 rule 
hin, 

"The tiny apatk of azgrenivenes in him glowed ever 10 faintly 
vo hin habit of wrinag anonysnous leucrs and reviews about hit WB 
poems; and, oace right oddly, we his wsing Joha Barroughr’ name 
‘nd youtbfal devonce a1 x mask bebind which he wrote aboot hisa- 
‘eit arost eulogianeally. As Fredecick P. Hil, 1, be eecenty dem 
ottrared, Whitzan was the author of the “Note oa Wait Whitman 
ov Poet tad Pera" which Burroughs seat forth at hit own firt 
book jo 1867.* Ka is Wimas did nt attack persons; he ooly praited 
himself and dupareged oovemeats and worutatons (about which 
the haew lew thes aachiog). But even this weak drive for cecagution 
‘wa, a4 will be showa preseatly, caly & phase in the one pontive, 
teste urge of his range carare, to wit bis garcia. 

‘Hu defective movor, cerebral 40d sexual equipoeat led to bit 
fusture asa free Jnnce writer, a» » mewspsper maa, a8 4 carpenter, 

a achool teacher, axes art erie, and a8 a public Ieeturer. They 
cut him off from moat acral, pleatant exteccal affair io the world 
ff work and in the walks of society. They drove hum back pos 
Imelf, Stirred with au tage, atcichen with oo fext, be sank vttly, 
sweety, naturally into the yott homes of the ego, vice root apd 
Dlowomed. 

‘At the age of thurey-Sve, be publicly avowed that he would devote 
the ret of his Ife "co fauthfolly exprea. .. my owa phytical, emo- 
tonal, macal, intellectoal aod eubetie Persoaality." No man whe 
fond preserved his social contac and bit porspective toward the 
‘world at large could heve uttered theae words, They some ftom & 
stupid introvert who has lor all sease of proportion and zalative 
‘values, ineioding his genre of humor. They reveal the lusty drive of 
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MoROs 
4 Timited personality to preserve his vital equlfbriam in the face 
cof grave limitabone 

Beethoven, cut off from the world, had a manterfa) intellect 
‘and the powerful urge of the aarmal male toward 4 healthy love- 
‘fe. To hin efort to find « readjonmtes, be became tremendously 
creauve, Whiman, bang vegetative, crested nothing be kacw 
serther ooble rage'aor aable fear nor noble love, and he had 20 
‘ritioan Instead af progreneag 1000 ecw realm of beauty o° truth, 
oth rword and fie, Be tack soto the comptay of the cows, Hit 
entire hfe was 4 computent denial of all the more refed tattea and 

‘and hus wrongs are one intermiouble, 
3d langwinded repetivos of what he thought and felt 
His notion of democracy was the herd life of eatte. His coavept of 
Dappunca was the joy of the tarmip gromeg 1B mest, warm earth. 
‘And its the rupreme comedy of errors that be has become the sol 
‘of many Mnghbrows who, from « great dunsnce, have mistaken the 
sco of the Whites seer for the roar of 4 lon. 

Tatrovert that he wan, be never once caught « glimpse of tbat 
reat “democracy” whch he would nog, He exw it throng x prom 
‘mitt of buacombe, and the curt itself was his own exhalation. He 
thoughe thatthe “trae, noble, expanded American characteris 10 be 
ilumltably proud, andepeadens, elf-pomewed, geatrout and gent 
is to accept aothing except what in equally free and elipble to 
anybody lve. It ia to be poor rather dhax rich—but prefer death 
rather than any meas depecdence” A carefal nurvey of Ame 
soaduect since the Crvil War fuss to reveal even a chermcal crac of 
this character. 

Tn bhi shore tat pungent exporure of the old fraud, Haceey 
O'Higgins taza op thu 






























normal emotoas of Amencs. “The home, the frende, the domes 

ene Derotghe erga 
they we So pee 
iis nether tet Bers prcined el, 
War be dy voued po ow om cps 
Seiedlat e Snaasae of hn toupee om nerbig, 
indo itrorenioe, Have ws aot pel Amen or Se 
SST UGE dlnecasy bas aver ope hn, 

(35) 








HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘Troe. But choutands of iatrovern accept the man, 
-miror theae ows. There wal always be » Whitman ost, perennially 
ruled trom the wae ranks of mb-rotic baokkeepers, ncaic co 
lege profettors, and Liezary faking, Not ext umtrovers go longer 
send nbd oe all we be nd of the Ser dat Lied os Leaves 








Gey 


“Glory isthe oeasure af all things the crowa of all virtues.” Thi 
thought of Proiuar?s has fired many 2 ste 






larly wupid people are prace wo excemive egoocatricity. As 
‘centered creature, they yetro for eareecs that lead ta glory, while, 
su wapid creaeares, they duplay werk judgnec! and often plunge 
‘nee work for which they are not a all Ged. Tadeed, they may even 
fo arms epider ey ae the vero sr abies likely 
ry 

odiectly, pechaps cawittingy, Spengler hes done us all w service 
1m forcing to the froar the everlasting antegosurn berween the a 
_rrtive egoecatriea und the reat of the world. He believes ia thera 
‘all nthe egoraanin, ia the dynamaniac, and sn the hydoma 
‘He thiaka they create mghry caleares urged on by “the belief 10 
Ile ster which every born awa of actioa posses and which i sme- 
thing wholly diferent from dhe behef an the correctness af x stand- 
alot” Like Nietziche, Spengler wotships the arutocracy of power 
ab only « wedhiing can worship rizengih. Sut ia bu worship, Speng- 
Jar ngy baro—I think wocomiciously the menace ofthat very puwet 
tae xdotes. 

‘Over and over agaia, he depict the triumph of the intelleetouly 
‘ovec the aritocraty; ued be ioterpretsthit at the ynevitable decty 
of societies. To him the peak of pronperity, slender, and human 
worth it attiaed in the foudat Jord. Hla wom party of race io the 
‘anor, meagreldom ix the aprawliog towns. Desay follows whea 
‘wealth and power ace spread throughout all clusit. The sity 
cancer of the race, The city undermines all eadition, which in "tel! 
‘omic force at highewt capacity.” Te ccy, with it allied factoren 























‘MoROS 
Foe a gat stam i myn Spengler, acthing bot the domicatioa of 
the bert blood. 

‘A linde more obvervutsoa and common seme might have trams 
{forme this hypothenis into a precions contribution ro vera science. 
For Spengler reeepe up many a truth in his broad, coarse net. Un- 
happily, havieg hauled ic whore, he seems quite woatle wo tort hit 

1 see that the decay of the arinocracis and 
rat due, xe a aight degree, © 4 web of up 
ung canes The web cvestually ehangled aad crue 
them. Moat of ther atupuitis were egocestnc. They thought they 
were the people, and wisdom would die with them ‘They sought 
power and glory rathleaily, and xo ended rnpotent nd ingloriows, 
Faneyiag themtelvet lord of the ext, chey wee cx truth only 
children playing hovse. 

‘Such mudies an have been made ander coatrol conditions indicate 
that this fx common tendency. Inferior minds ovecrate themaelves 
‘more than superior de. Dull boys aspire t the White House, while 
boys competent to serve at President of the United Seater 
00 clever to be trapped it rach a fatal eoindvents 
‘miadew to tabe voch 1 career seriownly. When dhe ambitiows man it 

jownrigt moron or worse, his Iue for glory and hia convicbon of 
fomaipoteace rise to temperatures that marta condagration, 

‘Enter Philip TI of pain. Since hiv day, Spain haa lott every war 
the fought. And the glory that blazed before the eyes of 
‘sceatiou, hard-working, abstemioss max whore body and hal 
were thote of 4 monk én whote mind was « bateaverat's? Tr was 
gloria reesis, the glory of God and his boky church whone teader 
hue, Philip of Spain, wan Philig' one ambitioa wat 0 extend and 
strengthen the power of Rome fa itt axvage war aguinr the Protes- 
‘aot Jn thir be veeme to hove been emmaring)y impertonal. Compare 
bhi to such a Borsbaster Feriouc a Garibaldi or Mulia, and he 
seem barren of ogo and glacyslove. But chie does aot change our 
‘opinion of him, fr his uxge had projected iaelf outward es io many 
smother relogions 2 

Ta the puraut of his high curcer as ageat of heevsa, Philip eoei- 
smitted vo mumy mejor erapiditien that we are at womewhat of « lone 
to chonac ipecimens Two, however, shiae forth with pecolise 
north it rose i i a ch any ape et ip te 
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Proteutunt couse in che Netherlands, an the second because 1t ended 
Spa's sea power forever. 

"Among the thousands of wpid acu commutted by Spasiards, who 
‘hold the world's recoed for dulaca, it ix hard 10 Gnd any whi 
equals Philip's long pondered derision to kill Lamoral of Epmoat, 
Prince of Gaveres. A¥ all of the arypid Sag’ advisers, save only 
his own sinter, the Regeat, well kaew and repeatedly declared, Bg 

08 whom he could count umphicty to help mata 
ry 18 the Netherlands dunce the Inquittian 

velle, who managed the King's affacs for 19 

der years of that bloody period, found it 














tsiee, bebeved natvely mm Philp, x refused to follow William 
‘of Orange in fus cetreat fo Germany and iu cool plansing of & 


‘evolteguioet Spain. What was even sore to the point, Egmoot 
4 nmple voul idolized by many Dutch burghers and thot useful 
4 eats paw ia polines 

‘Whea Philip yest hum to the scatfold, contrary to hus bert adv 
the elevated the wretch to « mighty romanve Sure is the mwado of 
the cannon people and inordotlyerengbened the cae of th 
ret 

‘The Trayedy af Glory would be incomplete without « bref 1 
‘count of Spain's greatest dsanter—the terrible defeat of the Spaniah 
‘Acmads, The final eponsitaity les aguarely ot Phulip's shoulders 
He had u6 aushekable coutdence ia hie abilniy ro matage every lait 
etal of hs kiagdom. He firmly believed thatthe king could da 00 
‘weong. An ardeat Roman Cathole, he convinced himeelf that he 
labored always for “ihe service of God”—10 the course of which 
ddoics he was ted even to attempt the segulation of the diet and 
habia of the solders and asilor as the Spanith Arms 

‘On the succem of the Armede's anack on England depended the 
‘isbakurg Dynasty sod incressed eathority and power of the Cath- 

‘Church. Through it failure, the catire comne of Fnrapeas 

covet way changed, and Spain wack to the pampeined mediocrity 
{rom sich she bas aot yet ecaped. 

In 1589, as Philip prepared to vcad out the great Armada an the 
supreme stroke of his imperial policy, be was confromed with the 
ea hag ea Sn Ph Siew She 






































‘MoROS 
‘Santa Cros, who had dicd early in the yest. Philip made the be- 
‘wildering choice of a neblemas, the Dube of Med:ne-Sidome, whove 
nexpenseoce 1m afta of the sea was equalled cely by hut honesty 
i procesing agalese the appoictmeat. 

‘The Doke promptly wrowe Philip the followng excoishing 
deter: 





“My health bad aod from my mal expects of the water 
1 kaow that | sm alway wortcks Pbave te money which Lean 
tare Tome a cullice dues and I beve oot a rea! fo apend t3 
tty wut The expedison'n oo rock's sxc and te obetof tach 
igh amportnce Cette peca atthe bead of seen to der 
ttind ‘negation and vee phhags and 1 Laow pomp of eter 
Theve not one of thos each funhcxions 
tanets among the oficcy who ee to serve 
te dormaon aou ewe ig En 
Ihe pion of eters aT cama ell 9 os many add 
‘pizson of ean tel to whom 1 may addre 
Bene erie ; 
ip huey for be fa 
‘thn If you wed ee, Sepead’ poe 
terrender Sty terme 









‘War ever duster more completely progeosticated thas 1a thin 
remarkable letet, which Philip wan pleased to discegard? The re. 
letant Duke tetepted bis compsbory appoinmest with humility, 
wring the Ring that “Siace your Mayeaty gall desire wt after my 
confemion of incompetence, I wall ty to deterve your confidence” 

‘Try he dud—but dinattrs followed ooe another in rmift procer 
tion. ‘The feet was eaucely ueprepared. The meat wa putreird, 
‘The water had curced ponce, having stood under a bot wa for meeks 
on end. Men were deserting by the Iuadrede. “Nothing had bere 
attended to, eve the wat of the mea's vols, about which the Kang 
had been so pecalerly amicus.” 

‘We cannot hero give ths faite details of the ceratrophe. Fel- 
lowing the worst powible plas, Medine-Sicouie and the divided 
‘eet were helplew in the encounter with the Brith. Beaten to the 


SE ey Mat tte Arma Ft rt i mae Te 
Pee Sa ee ar aa “Pant 
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‘wert cout of Ireland, they lzaped back wo Spain, whose auval power 
‘was sow nothing but histry.* 

[Bar here is che cream of the jew. The coraged Spanish pocuad 
Molana-Sidoata of "coberdia y continoal payor y miedo de morir, 
avanc, dacezs y crucldad." And che butted Doke wrote hit Kap, 
‘Bx Tes coms de Ja mer, por ningun cavo 2i por alguns via trated 
ellag, aunque me covave la cabeza.” He sooa, however, recovered 
trom his lowly meeknest. Not oaly dd he conaye a1 Lard Highs 
‘Admiral, but he was rewarded n defeat by being sppeinted Govertor 
‘of Cediz, And with « fne spins of forgiveness unctared with the 
cexsence of sablune stupidity, Philip raured Medina-Sidouie to the 
unk of Supreme Commander ix Poles and War. 





ty 


Go much for one dexign of glory. Now another claims our thought 
for 2 while. tis coxamoner shan Php’ bind, alorayy han been 
commoner, and—tor macy geseratcns to come—will be commoner, 
For it aries in ie folk, not in kiagy and pontifical. Te the glory 
craved by the inglorioos Being, thea, ia its prychic exeace, vome- 
‘what like food for the starving and quinine for tbe malarioay, there 
‘c wholeromencs aboot it even whea it lends to abymen, Aad whos 
it becomes unwholesome, at least we can sympathise with st and 
torrow over those whom it rites, we we do with Italy, which seems 
10.me ta be the cleazem clinieal spetumen of a land mm 
tn eroog, ferce animal urge to wurvive a 











‘aigaant book will be wren about the tragedy which the aest few 
‘age skim more lightiy than 4 swallow. 

‘The loager ane reada the chronicles of eveot in the peai 
now called Inaly, from the cartier: neste of record dows 








‘MOROS 
body there surviving whoteietelingence eqoels at of an average 
highuichoo! boy. From thet dread oar iz 218 3 whea the hordes 
‘at Hannibal eermounted the Alpe and eated their war elepbuz 
ddowa int the greea valley ofthe Po, ender orders from the Carthage 
‘Chamber of Commerce to wipe out theit new competitor, every 
force of man an uatere bas been almem comzaamuily at work 
Derpetuste the stupid and to deriay the ‘ntelligent. The unforrenate 
people seateely ever had more than a snaments reapite from extak 

















srbich eapelally ier the pera pciod dawned becane to sor 
Tt thet he wort ovders oubois rich ax Roman, sem daly 
ty comparinon 
Sol, wewhe, aad Jand slope made Il « bat esa 
dans of eer tore the Romans wen forth to wats Lon, bt ry 
Suomen ra up the fix ore the rouds wo rivert of dit, and 
ple roars. Mosnain raagea cst te region up ito Say 
ileyt ae plateau, wit short, sep erevow wits Gow only ball 
Sf che yeu, Flongry pean save wo get food; and, having wrvag 
‘Je from « miverly vot), find st sufBcer only for themselves. The margin 
‘of profit is thianer thas « razor edge. The government bureaucrats 
tel ou proudly tht seven out of evry fen acres fe Laly ae *pro- 
do sratincna tal, hey cam prow th 
hey da ot rel yoe—and fica do eot know —i thet the bac 
food of + heathy race grow focby on most o thet acresgs, of aot 
Tecan af the uminem of the Belen Th 
‘word grow tll and vooog om zune and in the 
Exile, hop, and herp. Bet oouide of the marvelous Fi 
ner ‘arn trac inte stie Medivecranas bun {whch ia 89¢ 
ing very ouch), te Ttaltes get vrwaliy aon of thee fosdamenis 
‘They grom grapes olives, hemp, orn, lemons, mulberry, cheat 
ot fey wacute 
“Tree und iat Vines exd treet No great mackiom can at yet 
rane thom nor pick tit tld Gyeopr wen fokior than thie 
rete of lng for on Bi inland al thge grew tended wile 
Felhed grett Socks snd herds. The Ilias lower Shun Cyclops at 
‘coger aaimal; for all bis brew and brea are cated to 
foo 
































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘in belly Sixteen hours a day suut he ewes! to Gght off the wolf. 
‘Hsu the fate of the poor Hinde asd Chunese peasant; from cradle 
to grave, the quest for food aversbadowa all ese. 

‘Nor dooe the Italien’ poverty end Ohare. His land ht, by the 
Grace of God, no coal, no ros, no limestove fo apes of; wo copper; 
only a lite letd end zinc and a vast deal of ealphur (auggenting 
[romumity to hell). Ir woutd, ia bret, be bard 6 
Dretente to greatace whose extucal resoarces ace anfervor to Tal 














‘The sears of hs pauperdom rae white and ragged across her face. 
Some of them wre three thousand year ald. The deepeat go back to 
al 








fbave begue im the gnawing belles of that smpoverabed 
rd. And, cold we but dig up the true records of the mllenass, we 
‘should surely find that the uemestiongble corruption of Italy's poli- 
‘ciuat and vote, ever hace the otigoal decay of the Romer Seaete, 
‘wat a by-product of starvation. I bould seclane to hold thin view 
‘even regarding the low pom ia the curve of moralny during the 
(6th and 17th cearones, when all the cites of the constry were 
‘handled with even more stupid eriminality than prevailed an Chu- 
cago ducing the reign of Big Bill Thompras. One mom travel 
through the countrynde of Italy acd talk with he peunents; ont 
‘aust know rometbing aboot furming and, in the light of chet knowl- 
edge, contemplate the beck-breaking, hetet-reading drudgery of the 
‘eo, womea, and childrea, at I have dose ander the Joly nun, 
order to wee the history of Rome aad Inter Tialy in vorethiog like 
st veracions peropective. 

‘Whar has al chu to do with glory? We come to that now. Mati. 
‘well two tread; one in the poople who accept their fate, the other 
1 the people who rebel agua it. The former most be, by nature, 

hapa even worse, mere curs, Thus with the 
ie was broken somewhere away beck 1m the 
‘gitatgreergreetpreat grandparents, after 
recary years of physical and mental exhaustion. The South Tiel 
pesmunt i he yellowett dog ix al Exrope; that made him, loog go, 
Reg prey for baadin, cxtrtoner, aad pty political Bote The 
Mala floocsbed for tortures mong these core. Left to their owa 
pituful device, che cars would gill be cringing xader the lsh; anly 
the rea wi 3 ees, Muon, dative them ¢ few 



































‘MOROS 
yeas ago, But their couties ia Ameries cemtin io the old stupid 
tremor. Proof? Almost my day ix “Linke Tals," be it wm Heaton of 
‘Chicago or New York, 

‘Recall, if you will, the gamgwert who, from 2 spesding car, shot 
down five Italian children in Beriem, while trying pick an exeeny 
‘tho had been “put om the pot” Rewards waaling $25,080 sere 
offered for the identificabos of the eayer. Did snformane rush op 
clulosng the fortune? Hardly! Nobody woold opea his oath, Evea 
the pareots and relanves of the saia and woouded children reloved 
to tell whit they had sees. And Mrs Rom Reveleq 
‘bereaved mothers, 81d: “My people will ne tale. We. 
layers will come back later and kill our husbands end our brothers 
and our too” 

"Whete a the glory in all hie? Wautl Ie wells up un the second 
type of Ttahian and finde at support ic these con. Out of every 
‘thousand men who have had the stock to be bora in Italy, pertape 
(vcore have bees firm Sbeed, aggrewrve rebel. Lavead of raccumbs 

‘bomiatble enviroamest, they have fought 

we fought, «few have tiumphed. Now, i 

ngulas fact which, vo far ar T am aware, bas acves been daly 
fmphasized, that the eaceer of Ttaly fas boea, more than that 
‘any other antion, the career of w few glory-mad egoocotricy. And 
the doom of Ttaly hua beea alto their doom, x doom of magaificent 

7 
‘There egoceatcics, in the mas, have been the mort elemental 
‘Theirs hus bees, at core, the pure animal ego fighting to proepor 
in barren places. Theirs hax bens the self-auertion of the strong 
rman who muse Sight to the death far the uke of ite. TE this seem 
improbable, asey I vege you to review, from « peychological point 
‘of view, the events in Itily since the Leeberds poured over the 
‘Alp into the plains of the Po, ducing the lth ead sixth centuries? 
Dumit from counderatica the names end datas of culery bates 
‘and trennes, Seiko through to realty end recreate the ran of busnen 
afisn us vividly ap you can from the broken, blurred chronicle, 
Ever the same panorama! Hungry rwarza crowding in epon weaker 
‘hungry rwaray, saying the late, weziog thee Geld, end naying 
(here wat larger, Greer, bungry swarm sweep down upon thea: 
‘and repeat the monotenoca cycle of daauter. Magyar and Bxracen, 
ithe eth rns, reed, From Chemages ping oe 







































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
saat days of Ono the peninsla was withost food, law, onder, and 
pesceva hideous anazchy in which every mas was for himel f 
rong; tad vome stracg mus weve, if wedk. 

"The atroog maa had pone to leas on save hszact. Out of 
nature he had to namanoa ll pomer, al euea.og, and al enum 
‘What sort of felion, then, wat ikeeat o got slong in rach «rendu 
{nferao? Palpably one who belicwed fa fief and in bin eveorual 
ory; one who stopped st nothing ie gaining bis coda; one who had 
the toack of exiting the wupid persis a follow hima und of beatang 
‘the earuly sete sabmuion. In short, the perfect gangycr, Not « 
aanggter ofthe Capone type; for east one a ever loved by glory 
Any form bet oaly by eoaey of blood leet. Rather 8 paneer hike 
Any ofthe hundred thosssad lie aablemen who, between the Gith 
tod marteenth eentancy, built cates on hiltope and crags, swore 
‘Hlegice t pope orto emperor, according to the wid of ib bread 
‘olnch wa the mote thick'y burered, oad elegant tappisgy, rode 
forth fall pacoplied vo roead up the vinpietoas at work io near-by 
‘elds, and eveatealy whipped inte Mupe « grag strong eaough to 
‘ute food aod “cere” forthe whole usc Hle bic village crafte 
‘men to dene fo bum & Bug, x coat-ofatzh, x SOMO, abd 8 watery, 

‘agane ved to be called. With tho parapbertals of magic, out 
ttrong met elevated bimaclf from a mere mao to an Toatittion 
lathe eyes of Ris apd followers. 

‘The histcy of Tialy bas been bistoy of such gangtecs. Most 
of the Inter; being only x hte beter theo ther bert heackmeo, 
came to gel wt che haa of grates gangrer with larger bands of 
Aisin aad mace thrilling war-criee. Toes big flown were corre 

ly more egocentric and ievane with glory: voces, be 
this, they were tho power-aad and monty-mad 08 
randios wale, though some of the more remarkable showed hardy 
i euce af dhe tia. Gatibald, for iatance. He wat the parett 
rurvival pe, & tiple Sightcr without » ingle Dean cell unable 
far anything but brawla and slaughter. He sought glory on basting 
for Lidersy, though the eid foal aever hacwe what tat wes, It served 
merely a ¢ popalar loges, rrmbolising what every down-trodde 
‘icant belied Taflan dreamo of—deing ust what one was having 
Jit what ope cevres. 

“Today Taly is gripped by thin ease gunguter-plory and it elf 

Worinig steer The prc echo onl ht fr 









































‘MoROS 
88 tee itfor the eye of man urzallyskien blindly post tho wisely 
Sample. Ja the aew ccazamic world orde:, Lsly it relate!) rerar- 
sared, lower thus ever before a5 her history. Thowgh she bay Im 
proved her fot imumeasely daring the past fey year 

uioas have improved her ows far more; and be 








ventions in indesry aad agricltsre 

‘Relative t her aby t endure loc, Tay was one of the eudest 
‘ict of the war. Her low-grade wolery and geaerelihip were 
Tad enough, yet oaly x deop inthe bucket Caporet' horrors were 

ectacalay, but oothng beside the collape of Talys markets 438 
bythe Verveles Trety andthe awit tranforcatoas 
ney nad satioualtic policy the world over, The war debt 
the basser of fore tarde raed npalone ber few product pro” 
ition ia America ending bet ale of wises and liqueur m9 a the 
Jatt of coreency, tbe craahiag burden of intr o8 Ioan rade 
slveoud the intitely wuld coloail program ia Nord Ali which 
fas com Inly built of gold Tire kad pever will retocn even oat 
lire of qeaue proSt; We averting of exyoa which ruined che 
thriving tlk indutty, the tremendous expatsea of ctr trait, 
figs dates, wainot 0d alanoods im the Wet Fede and the vob. 
‘wopical United Sut undermining the sorcowfully weak export 
trade of Tiatien peamciy; aad e core of ther aw treads have e- 
Ahced inelgent lovers of Taly te dexpae, Could they tke coeirol 
af the povecames, they would launch «rm policy of receachroeat 
‘They would bing the country and lo people buck to x bealthy 
equilibeum, teallem of pation’ clamor and the dead hand of 
procedent, 

‘Burt hat not he way of ce slary-med egocentric. Whe tapped, 
ssioals ight back, Whea thru sec a8 Soferee poxthou, the streag 
Se in Ty aay gos hu ay of pel bt at ty Be 

{diss perely umn embelihaeat. Hie enaoble the ugg for 
cisieace with « dash of glory, Tass he releaes vst exergis ia hit 
followers, coroogh rome us yet Il comprehended mechaslum of the 
cndecsoe gan The ore ders bi preiamen th het 


























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
te rah of glory to hs ead. The borer the glory, the more terble 
the mpsdites which exmue Watcst Museaios 

‘aly wad to lone by ecugration aboot 150,000 people aet evecy 
year; tome 600000 wosid leave annually, while erouad 500,000 
‘would come back. This eftar bat been est fo a tickle woce the 
‘World ‘Wat; for other sanots are combatrasied with a rorplor of 
their aaave sarmplayed tad canoot welcome acon. So papalstca 
4 Traly fay been leaping. Tu lean acres now contun mate than 344 
‘humaocagocs to the muave mile. Chin's 18 mont thickly populated 
province hald aaly 244 people e the square rie, while 3 
Trin coomine oly 225. (De sot set tha alongnde Englands 
people per aquaze mle; forthe English have wat feral poteont 
fm which to draw for trade for food, and for woo.) 

"Tn the face of tha weer, Mamolnt bout for glory and com- 
sands more eilione of people to go forth fa way for glory. Ever 
fince hia aecew to power, thw old-aahioeed deepot hav held. hw 
course, He taxes bachelors eavly and Sight birth conteol at every 
tara, Whg? Here his anewer, cendered sa well-koown thunder, 

ay 26, BL. 


"We must be ceady at » givto exaesent to mobilize 5,000,000 
saz nd be sho in th es mut sung Cnt ony ced 
net aviaiog st which J ‘believe more and more, and ‘act 




















ad 1940, we shall be at x 

European histocy, we sball be able to mike our voice heard and 

ta see our cghu hnally secognized. . . 

‘Geatlomen, f Lay want to oust for woething, st mun 

sppeaton Ge ortl ‘of the second ult of the cots, with 
Istvan of not ist haa 80,0000 re 

{alved, Geotemes, we cannct make sm copie, ipecome 

1 cgioay. 

‘Tovey couple should leave behind it x own equivaient pl x, 

tat iat leat tee or foer chilis? 








{oy inthe span of eweneyfive years, the Duce wonld add 20,000,000 
to bia horde, for the sake of becoming an eupire Wel, he say get 
than; for be ruler a pack of curs; and he tains them well. 

‘eve iad of the ng in of his Bry etd ice 





‘MoROS 
Boncompaysi Ludovisi, Governcr of Rome, araounces a five-year 
Prize contest fa breeding trem Citizens in good wunding my com 
Pete. The winnera mest have brought into the world at least thers 
‘huldren withia Jour year previess to Jeavary, 1992. Preference 
sm awarding prizes for suluplicry of oBspeiag will be gwen to the 
poorest Ronsens who already have the largest fumiey tnd ane, at 
(he same time, loyal Fasc. Thus the Governor mulces doubly aure 
‘at oaly low-grade braaa wall be bred. News reports wieate that 
‘aobody will have a cheuce 20 wun the fat rewards wales at least ten 
shaldeen can be touted to bus fecundsry. Tip makes i 

‘uly morace would win Gus vexual marathon. Late figures reveal 
‘exces af 229,000 such birth over deatha berween Apel and Mover: 
ber, 1931. 

‘This is as ot chasld be. For Mamolio: wasis the horde of beat 
for plory' wke—nothiag else. He docs not seek the good of the 
tala peo 
populason 
army, navy, 20d uesouad indusenal veatures, of which Tesly sow 

omens altogether too many. To the ead of glory, the Duce it 
drilling bis nung Socdet with firm podagogical touch, He hat 
lately rewritten all the sehootbocks ja rune with the vohaste epidesy 
Of his ienpertal program Excly in 1930 the cew series of State testa 
for elementary gradea appeared. By cow thet eflect unt be 
le, Naturally, shey begia with the glory of ancient Rome and 
wind up with the glory of Matwolai. 

‘The primer in the serves tlle the story of two Inte childrea, 
Bruno and Maniolina ‘They are too young to Joua even the Fesent 
childeen's wocicties, but obl how they yearu 10 grow up and eazolll 
‘Their father spends mon of bie ume going to Fascit meeoops, 10 
rar veeran reunion, tothe uovethng of monnzeots, and to paradce 
fn national holiday Whenever Be comes home, he pint a fing on 
tach childs and the famsly goes darough the Black Shirt situat of 
‘lute and renmbliogs 

"Italy," my2 Grandpe, “ia great aod cong and feared.” 

"¢What tock shat I ams aa Ttaliaa” exclaums Bruno. 

On May 24th they exlebrate the unsiverary “ofthe war we waged 
ted won before the others” The father thea explaine shat "the 
ars vcr, the deve vieary we ned byw ot Viewiov, 



































MISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
atta, twas so great that it put am cod ta the World War dat lasted 
four youn" 

(Maybe yon xever heard of this bende. Probably you cus fied x 
profesor of history tomewhere who cx sell you x irae aboat i 

"Thea, of enone, the grand old Letin phrae, “are sestron, 
orged in to describe the Mediterranean, “Tialy in maurinase coun 
tey, God he so willed. The Mediterranean in our royal highway.” 

‘And to 00. You mught aimee imegice you were readiog tomethi 
written by che D. ATL, except far the weong name of the coustry 
here and there. 

Denko oe is with the ofsprig of Sty generations of down- 
trodden peasants, and with « nation which lacks « InTge, ¥igoroU 
middle clas vach a8 thote of Germany, England, France and the 
United fates, Mussolii we haviog 42 easy cmos with hn deapetinon 
of glory Sach troablea at he encouotessapring from sordid enctera 
uch at tappiog Wall Street for freah loam», Gading x market for 
‘rapes oneal soca opr rom nteragtcal bakers 

‘# qenecal wry about them), ad bunt 
for bw exfitns of lake men. At Iong tte 

























termarcng. 
the pangs of banger io the exciting prowpect of war whose 
ory wil outne Car, the human te wil well 
"The hour af glory ext come, in ume Wheat dott, France will 
te waiting, And not Jong afterward the wolves will come prowiing 
dlowa the manlee slopes of the Appenaes; wed a theewolt, grows 
{av oa the deud fess of glory, may suckle another Romeluy and 
Reman. 








‘Thar do rapid mee rite shore their dail selves to higher things. 
in own sodden 
round of empty exivtcace. The Ego, vt glory, and general witesness 
ace the three fates of common folk. Togeiher they weave the sheoud 
‘of Cyclops, embroidering ie with beaory. They give it to him a8 am 
emperor't mantle s2d sead bum forth zo war. You will never onder- 
Wand wat until you have grawped the mesviog, 
tates. 
‘Never was truer word spokes than Major General Jamer G. 
[a6e] 
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Hurhard's observation in 4 speech before the American Legion at 
Symcove, N. Y,, on September 4, 1931. He sud, ia part: 


“A lrge number of honct bat, ia my opzaion, mungided people 
veil pont fx tr Ewen Gabry 8s brag sb tat 
Dermtzent peice which has Beea the Svea of all age, ber which 
Ihe Prioce Of Peace Smell failed to achieve two Suoannd ary 
a0. 


"In sroth there 





‘war inelf something heyoed mere log! 
tad shove cold reusoe. ‘There ss ull somedbtng tm sat whieh’ 
the Tan asalyua man valees above sosal countota, above tate un 
‘even above religion. It ib the mysterious power that war kves 10 
Ife; of ‘mere hfe 


‘The two main points here scored are Srmly founded oo all that 
we know about Bunan aature. Thece is sot the remoteat protpect 
of bringing tm pam x permanent world peace 0 long ut the DOW 
dominant human varctien persat. Their chet tras eannot be oF 
mmoized around the reodest busdrem of univerntl quict and order, 
‘Tocy are ruled by Serce egomusin, by amon of the widest 
tangs persion cad pete ca of aly ser dul 
. A they control the schools, in large meunte, no lew 
‘Ban he ple pcs ow ly wo expects rc rerio eal 
their power has waned] And 1 it vot idle to sigh for that waniog 
roost of them have died off? I thisk vo. 
Harbord's second point winkas mack deeper. It will linger ox 
after ogomasiace have been dzwvea from power by an 
dle clues. Few people ace it clearly. I wonder whether 
the General dots, 2 spite of bss womiatskable recognition of 
bolder outlines Meo—ther ia, cern large sectoay of hemanity— 
do, os Harbord deciazes, valae war ebove ease, and even above re- 
Iigion. They feel in ie, io ome befaddled mata, thet “power of 
rising above Ife” It w the sapreme stimolant thet bringy cxcape 
from life. There is 00 other say of lite which oo worely exciter 
thoue who are too dull to be aroused by ordinary attere; no other 
‘hich to briskly creates the iluslons of glory among thove by nature 
elorioos; no other which blozt che Kite eqs with the winds of 
soneelty no other which gives veot to animal vcches under che 
‘ise of patrlotic perfume. Beside it, religion in skimened milk. 
Bese opm ans bari Nghe then cine 






































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 

‘You who love peace, cen fencying it will come through 1 League 
of Natioot or a World Court or the scrapping of guot and bare 
shipn Learn the botam truch: war wll sever end ustil we have bred 
‘out of the race the pomoosd trains of glory loving egotura, along 
with the half-wie herd they mmuat une for Cost own mad eds. He- 
foreen tus mire of aulacams is which ous world wallows and the 
blue uplands of Utopia there lies the No-Maa'sLand of Cyclops, 





Salen 


‘The single-rack perscuahty goes through Ife forever « Cyclops 
‘But hus ove ee s queer. It sees things which other people ms. 
To be a ungle-track, wa caaditions must coajoia First, ove max 
‘be born with freakithly strong trend. Secondly, full 
mast enue. When this accurs, che single 
‘ill be blind ta cere titeations and hypersenmnve te others, 
‘The highly accentuated penonality encounters many troubles, As 
‘of a heterogeneous group, he it hopelealy out of kite, 
‘The danger of the single-track personality ies in the fact that hell 
nd high water cannot change his sarzow point of view, aor will 
Dra aatuse peemit him to make satafactory adjustments to it 
Deyond his magi interens. Do not confuse hu with the bigot. The 

















‘ven ta information vitally affecting his Seld of bogotey. John Roxch 
Straon' rund war preoecapied with the theory of evolution, but 





tall sa phates, He ocver even tead Darwin. 
‘The mople-track. on the other hand, it opea to everything pertaining 
‘to hie dommnaat interest Heyocd the he it profoundly inseantve, 
nd his tupidiey omy lead to dieawers affecting mary other th 
‘umelt. 

"Take «look at Profesor Mancel Jones 

Tn a huge warchoue slong the water froot of New York City 
there lie, daurcovered and almott forgotten, Gounnds of bezel. 
‘They contais hundreds of thacaands of dollar? worth of uselew 
tad apc, No es ok det wil Ya the cm re 
‘too great. Some dey the owner will weary of paying 
ftarege chage: Thy wil teieg p Sty rok, baal the bor 2 
‘he eat dock, and dm her adept And ey wl 














‘MOROS 
pray that Profenor Sones, who Sled them, may follow them to the 
botom of the ea. But be wou! T eadezwtand that be now oocapies 
a chair in u great university from which be can be cotiad only by 
death, There be le repldly forgerting tae boxes 

‘When radio Srit Became popular, 2 umall but enterprising com- 
‘pany decided so expand. One of cheic ret ooves was to employ a 
brilfiant physicut, our owa Mansel Joocs, who bad suade important 
discoveries {a radioactivity. Forthwth they turned the building over 
to the distinguished profesor, geve bi it 












tam re opportune. Prospy be taraed 
rervants, while he beat every effort to laveat » wanderful radio ap 
pparscur Tpnariog other specialty fodiereat to the males angle, he 
bent every effort coward 4 new ievestios. 
galt oe, be cubed evr the main factory wnt hn ew 
lscovery. 
‘What’ the capacity of thie factory?" be aaked the wuperiatendent, 
“Aronad forty thousand # moet, #f we pat ox ream” 
“Thea make forty thonsand of dha; wid Joors 
ap Iseupennendeae gaps, ad ble. "Bet whore wil we 
“To the tingletruck Profenot Jooes, ack » niaoc multer deverved 
ro conneranas. The sapenstindent war adamant, and tefuted to 
make the instrument. Jones wired che tales manager wt follow: 
“"Hlave perfected eurvelovs new igstromest. Factory supetiotendrat 
refutes to make ic ealees you authorize. [asst oa production, other. 
‘wise resign imenediately. Kindly wice hien or 
‘The anes manager, inthe thick of campeiga, wired the avthori 
sation. He noted hus rermil denlen thet che great Profewor Jonet 
hed sade the greater invention yet. He neged them 10 algn up at 
once, With ordisacy bnsinessshrawdnen, the recilers waited to ace 
fs sumple, And it was Jet x well. For whes the ample cue along, 
hhalfe dozen of x features were hopelewly ost of date. There wat 
‘one new improvement which hat since bets ured ox a large eeale 
‘Otherwise the srvcation war hopeless 
“The corpocuticn was neariy cuined a2 x realt of the supidity of 
ele-tack personality attempting to deal wth a situation beyoud 
2s aatre iomeest. The profewce knew piyics, But be dida's Eaow 
[287] 























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘business and sales problems. Nor was ie interested in them. We are 
sot here conceraed with the saiey manager's lander. He boc doubt- 
Tews Tearned the high cou of single-track eespdicy- 

‘Do not coatase the sropidity of the ingle rack personality with 
(at of the expert. While the latter may have but a single dominant 
lateren, more often thea aot he has wide interes sa variny’ of 
fields, with outruundsng information snd sill in ene. His ru 
ate not due to narcow teadeaties which make hin, by bis very nabUTe, 
ingeatinve to everything beyond his specialty. "They ruber grow 
cor at the makes sd Bande ie awgsig fale relat ad 
values to 











doe to experience aed tring. Hire, of coune, be difers pro- 
fovadly fram the nngleteck. Ofte, toe, be Blusdert becaoie ho 
tmploger expect him to schive the immponible, Or because they 
Are convinced tat, becevte« own Keown ove Geld thorough, be 
gers Rarie the ee al i cc 
larvow end speci traziag wed ta lume the expert porspecare, 
af eoure, And this why, au Last commen, “he snd to coat 
fact withthe importance of wht he prope 
He fs at alone in it feu. For 
iy by vt American to advine on abd solve every problem 
{tom inveanng dogass forthe eet istry t planning cues 
And building euthedrcls Wath a faith tht leads eto worbip of 
te special, we too often atributeiofallible omaiaciccce 10 the 
tinguubed expert law gle Geld. We comm the ancien falacy 
‘of einaking the part forthe whole. We erablic « oew doctine of 
‘poeta Infably wHich wary capers, beng hom 
fut quenion When experu bfunder, therefore, there 
aa 































Todividual differences i speed of thinking and reacung lead t0 
‘arying degrees of empty. A man who observes too much, 1eept 





77a Len fe ape tf ak Mees Magen, ro, 1 
[oo] 


too quickly i caschsices and judgrenss, 21d ects 100 swiftly 02 
the basi of theae, may be quite as stopid ix behavior as the dullard 
‘who is ia diumerrcal oppoue, 

‘All of ns ehiok and act on she batu, Sint, of che aumber of furan 
which we cousléer, cod secondly, ox the uumber and vanety of 
heir relations which we recognize. And x toy diftcrence ia the 
velocity of chaervung aad relanag facu any Lead to the cleveroeae 
of one maa and the stupidity of another. 

{a have seers poe oe? wea te coco ri 
velocity by a simple and arbiteary anthunetical lua 
bo the tvtaage ¢ slow man aborts bet two face an hoes, walle 
suother, but three per coat gpeedier in hu abslty 10 obietve and 
‘relate what he abiosbe, can take ia 208 fact an hour, At the eal of 

















ded. For the later bas piled up in geometric 
Progreaion v cumulative mau of telauens, coolutoay, odie, 
Aeeruoat the at of de bot anh tore fact which bat 
{then in, Fer every nition to ot toe of baomtogu res 
Profound sti la bg ttl tcgrative Bebevier, and tnecefoce the 

ence or the upudiey wit which he acta Paialy, the more 
things ueo bet ia hie aed while teaching deibon, the grenter 
the vartry of relations be an baerve amoey thea 40 bit fed of 
images larger. 

"An we dics this problem of velocity, Bear i mind Gat may of 
the arapuites which we have ready discaned have been cauted 
by too slow thinking aad acting. People can be slowed dowa by 

‘inde of diseaca, by fatigue, enters, damp heat, and mal- 














‘We must here gua 
‘committed io their early searches for #0 wotelligeace tex, We runt 
fot identify alermess with bigh cotegration nor with sstelligence. 
‘Mere speed of response does not tall the whale rary. When there 

igh velocity, the probably of correspoadzagly high rtegration 
reat, But whes the persoa react alowly, we dere aot infer poctly 
Ocgunised mental proceses uoul we hare looked into wome other 
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ig poutbie for highly ‘xxgrated mind to respond slowly ta = 
problem which an inferior mind sles wid: much aimblenca. This 
‘will occur whes oue or more of the factor in the problem happen 
‘to have beea highly Inegrated wats other matter exeaneous (© the 
‘problem bot ail related 1p rome gesvine manner it. { bave watched 
thi vn the behavior of highly trnzed acleatina and heve made 1o- 
formal rest wits then, sually without their Keowledge. As « cule, 
the more familiar they are with the wader backgrasad of the prob: 





tionally while chey thiak; aad the e@ect is often diamoocerting 10 
the innocent bymtander who daca not know what w eraupsring. They 
dem and haw. They hedge They rumnate, They start 4 sentence 
‘and then motilete w wth « dozen qualifying claves. They even 
appear into the cellars of ther private sock, whence eveatually 
‘hay emerge with some sare vintage of theory of observation. 











tre of the operationt, the theory of number, and 19 of. Ta « biolo- 
‘i, questions which even remerely touched upon any aupect of lite 
induced simular retardanoot, while few others induced any. 19 

‘cheamat the ecoodary reactions often diverted kum (ram the origso4] 
‘quemion altogether. Ualew reminded of it later, he would never 

















“Another behavior is oftea mistakes for imbibition of jodi 
tis extremely daw jadgment cxuted by slow secondary suociationt, 
‘To the Ml informed obsecver, macy x man ia credited woth great 
patence and impartality wbex he cught to be debited with mental 
‘Quggiahnets Sometimes this uaggishnen iy enhanced by low cmo- 
tuonal rexpoaeen 

‘Jim Teake isn extrema iiustratioa. His micd is logical and 
orderly, but he makes little Beadwoy beceste of delayed amociations 
T wan fong puzzled by thin. Nobody could do botiaew sith him 
‘ver the telophoar, 2or ia aay abort sak. He bad wo bear » propo 
leu ele Sor «wishes sep on some ack ta 











MOROS 
Aincry yore pose, sleep agus, cd then begs to shape up bu reat 
tuony Part of the meckissom wat odd He Bad to sepeat every Its 
af the problem whenever he came back to it ava. He ould take 
fothiog for granted. That this rooted ia slow amecietioo hat Deez 
repectelly ptved by & curous magacram of hl Ihave observed, 
ia allag wach bio, Ca, ftom hall an hour wo an Bour after T eve 
mesuened tometigg w him, be will eddealy ome back ots 
fhake zematks about 1, even daongh we have Jong tac discuned 
tnd dimined the vabject: On otber occasions thu deferred reponse 
‘was earned aver to later day, nd with the emt hat he hed quite 
Torgotes the origzal wreanon aad who had made the remark which 
sawtigated hye ebus of thoughts fall snzoceace be wold nate 
something anh own dea and war eatzusenue abou, ite a 
tcvare that e was merely developig a thought be had heard. This 
hha canted teouble (or hm. People bave aocesed bun of stealing 
tear igs and brazenly clnumng them wt toe wa. 

Here nso genuine mbbioce, wo patency ne ezotona retrtnt 
soumpea. Yon mely ow waa. and rein enpon 

1 emergence where quick thaking 6 odupeomte 

‘Grclopen rare ie desma! wth that of che man who a regard 
4 enpid convertionaliet ai formal dieacrs bot who shake up de 
Tigheful replies and sales an Sour efter he ha eft he fesuve dong. 
My freed bas, mare dan once, come to ret tough » delay of 
only a few mnsto 1 viewsions where pormal men nepetinte and 
lowe dealt wath atop watchin heed 

Tle w Teeter than wciety, however; fr sooety labors under # 
duadieap every eaieute of dey ad oxghy, throopout the age us + 
tere of mes’ atotade and behavior toward the alow of mad wal 
body. To the handicap you bebold the high price of banana 
pity. Look now upon the ereat ged, Lag! 
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Far desper, more pecrenve, and probably more serious than the 





‘ns nslaople illatzaton from rel lite will Gecocetrate, T invite yor 
fo ach he dee hog of pop og «me peur he 





HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITE 
‘ot a baseball pack or a raibway platform. Here it what you can 
sec, if your eyes ere sharp, ad your wis os edge 
‘Many people rus from their weet and advence rapidiy scward 
the exit. Au they aaar to it, however, they converge. Hefore they 
form a deatc mas, sce whut they do. Hex ip one youth who walks 
tase Suddenly he reaches «fat old lady. To get stound ber, he curt 
tow dowa, ler he bursp into otbers and be eull more greatly re 
‘arded. The apace berween dhe fat old lady and the nearest wayfarer 
ust wide enough for one perion eo aguceze ehrough withast Jor 
‘ather or both. $e our bridk youth must manoeuvre carefully 





‘That slows hin down, so deta all smote imperecus citizen bebisd 






ladividuat's deve to avoid jarlung bis ati 
therefore i for the wear of humanity > sppromimate the velocity 
of the slower movisg individual well up in font; and to break op 
ta abedinte sans cach of which balks bend vch «wow 


‘How, please compares wream vty with dato, et 





rough a feed line from freight car to elevator. Here a relatively 
waif force act o8 each unt, yet there are dividual dierencey 
dive to aight difereace ig taival poution ize, weight, and Tike 
factor. Do the drops of wer ted 19 anome the speed of the 
owen? Do the grass of wheat low down bebiad toe lowest? 
Rather sot. Colluioas occur. The fame parccles Bump to the 

‘und impart tothe later something of thelsveloerty. The tend, 
‘theretore, is toward the average ofthe focal rate. 

Te it aaly whea people lowe thec eweatal neta onture that they 
peed up according @ the teple lem of maucr in motion. Tf 700 
Mippea to we 4 steaa of people taxpedng out of « thstte that 
1400 Big the sorne is more Like hat ofthe hove and che geaih hut. 
‘The wwiltent of foot and the wrnget joe the slow. They even 
Xenock them dewn and ample upos then Ja their mad fugit. The 
Mow ail reard the awit, but sow itis eccording ‘> pure pic, 
tot recording my social coutzo This beings me ts wy po 

"All Suman progres depends opoa a vert ocorguatzed of fecbly 
ctganiznd my of nea Sn tation. Ts progras to pars beyond the 
fai ws of ean iy pili yond cect mend 


















MoROS 
sf Tiving. The velocity ia messarabie a vine and fn endry quali: 
tive omit derived from thoae Kving sundards. Thea t0, 
fn many dimensions When we approach 1 vocia! groop 
1 are usualy rorprved ati sioggieboem We may find within ft 
any beiliant indvviduala, any energetic leader; ye, taken at & 
‘whole, the movement from am interioe to 2 supenor existece level 
resemble the snail's Why? Simply Secenae all members ofthe group 
save inhibited by purely social forces from sither acelerting the 
veer of Ber or elie climiuating thir. This occur 
very dincosion of welcity, expecially ro tat of eid. Society iced 

In is own fa brake 
‘This begs x the days of the somads. As the tbe pucked up 
‘and bended for green paroces far away, oid it march & the pace 
of the awitten runner? Not a all Thea et sore average velocity? 
Na. Te slowed dowa forthe elders aad the fame. Oaly when thiogt 
[new desperate di such mee rerum to ample exzzaliy, and nd 
Fale of “every wan tor imgelf, and Devil take the 


‘Later, expecially ia the Zam, faly tea became the center of all 
cexhicn; thea the velonty of human progres dropped to vasishiog 
pola for each and every family paced inelf 10 rhe stride of ity 
owest mad and slowest body. Thus dod China commit micide, 
‘The berlunt soa had to work te help brothers ead ners who aught 
Detter have been eaten by tigers, whote reth would have been dulled 
by their moroo dew. The balf-wit fourth cout always bed the 
right to walk in and demand food snd sbelter—aad the family mnt 
care for hun, By the endless maltiplicabes of sach wea, the mire 
‘ation slowed dows and eventually stagnated. 

‘Aasericana have thus far gone the way of Ching, theaks to the 
Chriatiua brotherhood ofmen poison. Vuit « public shoal of the 
old wandard wort. A haggard teacher inatraca fifty chdtes, among 
‘whom these my be ten or twsive bright and 4 score of theroughty 
uD wits, Teacher tsigas 2 lemon. The bright pops leara it early 
fn cen monte The slaw minds tl over ic gx hour or loages—and 
thea grasp only in larger outlines, While dear teacher repeat, ex- 
hart and eit the lemea isto the slow ands, che bright pupila 
‘nogt wait. The to! lou of time amoeg the bright it staggering. Ont 
2f 25,000,000 pablicschocl pupils the ables: 2,500,000 leur at Leart 
Boomer exch co yer ban eye rp tthe pce of the 



































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘nferior pupily junta the ft boy on the taimay platform most 
Stow down becatne of Use tt old lady ahetd of Bim. A foe of $00, 
{00}000 nudy hasra per yeat may be the dference berwece Uiopin 
snd the United Beate 

"All or politica show the same dreadfst retardation ofthe abe by 
the focompaet, the the obviate, the bgted, wad he 
taaarical, Every legalatte body, from village vp wo the Congres, 
‘rena with mlscampoopr; hease the acbos of woiery # large 
ends no oty oo the folly of rack banat has otherto bata 
Eared—upea their slowzes. The velocuy of 10000000 high-grade 
‘Amencen busioen aan ced profernosal workers and others Cu © 
at Teast obe-quarter of what aight be by the masnderogs and fe 
tering ofthe weial wuen wBich sept iat the couacs chamber and 
Tall af sacra. That agra may Be the diflereace beeen Utop 
nd the United Sues 

‘The billions of dolar wpest every decade ox the care of the 16: 
sng, the feeDlemvaded, the peychopathie and cobvicted crumieala 
reprexcot, 1a sight une, the sare setardatvon of the best t0 the 
tow pace of the worst embers of soeey. Because it cont: 
‘han ten ten as mac pec eapaneae to care for mora and pl 
fn mental defectives a1 dos to educate worm cyidren, we most 
be aerfieng tem of thous ofthe later on the altars af Tug. 
Tet cous $200, «yea to support x halfmit o « ate somton, Bit 
couly $60 to give& child of oormal mad « decent sehooiap, Bow et 
‘ape the couclonon that we brndicap the worthwhile m order To be 
Dobie ad kind to the worthew? 

Tt in my coctexion that, for every vicioos peraoa wham mcley 
cunt combat wat force, ere are Sty of mace extataa wore dal- 
aus eflecively slows dowa progrem and, the log pall, probably 
tame he cice a4 4 whole mach moceterscoly dhe the thug at 
layer. 8, 7ou see, re stapad saxk—who tive Bien Oct of ea, is 
Mow io sone important respect a mayor gue of satemanthp 
fodty, when the ce berwern cindusatoe and ctustophe art. 









































Persistence 

‘There ate cwo ways ia which pertitence reveals and martes one's 
tategretie: powers. One appears during the efit 20 sategrass, the 
the appease th gration ee csompihed. 


ones 

[ bave tong watched the former proceat in children and college 
seadents aid sin almett peciiaded that in at we hve perbaps the 
zest reagh enzare of meatal ably. Tht it cam acver be 0% 
than 4 cough gauge appear as pon at you note that ideatcal effec 
smny deve from many other mane forces, web ot pds desire to 
rrpas vival and oo.cn. Whex thete are nioatd, fe vale ofthe 
tmeuusee is enhanced. 

‘Give a pervoa tome problem, which makes oecenntry the satsblnh- 
ing of some new relations It may be aa mmple  leazaang to count 
try alternate two's and tees, or ot Aca an Iecrvog to ctonopone 
tonuta from one bey iat sacther at ght. How seacfurly wil your 
‘worker stick at the tuk? How many tals wil be make 
oven period, 
{San expurrd, wll he come back tthe work i 
coatrary? Wil he struggle over iti his sep? The exteot to which 
2e does such hinge measores bos Sategrnuve peruatence, It thowt 
you the variety of bu mind wrtbua the given ek And alse swe 
you the flow of tree energy there. In sose instance it wall even show 
mach about but high equilibroum; how candy be is theowo off bal 

ce by ome Lids catch is the probicr, and bow he wrives to 
fhirell after being eoatated or doracted. 

‘afocvaastay th i all very complex and awift. But iti nor at 
‘1 hard to watch aad appraise it roundly io the naural conduct af 
people. Ove schoolboy will sit easing at hi tsk bleskly. Another 
‘all put dows a let of words ar Sgures, al wrong, and scratch thom 
‘Satna hy one. A third wll dash ox brillant goon a Let it goat 
‘that A fourth will Gutk « lng tee and Sally et Gowa the fight 
duarwor. Aad » Sfth aay think « loag tine, omader many pont 
tie, utd end by putiog down acting becuase be he reckoned with 
sore factor then the problem itcif demands, Each of these mod 
of behavior cleasly pein toa dstact way of relating matters and 
hence ta highly complex mental pecsharity. Broadly ypeaking, the 
more extensively a person srives fo relate a gives factor proiten 
{0 all relewans maitere in bis experience, the eare highly ore Ms 
mental faactions integrated. 

"The accond variety of penistcce develops after un integrative 
proce Bas beso cmplees. hit might be called organized meaiory, 
teh rn via eee ary ale 



























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
le of a plan, a program, a epitem, or 1 techalque 0 
her denial 

‘The laager the time over wAich the deralé of some project ate 
‘arzied clearly ia mind, and the moze complex the paftera of these 
tela, the higher the iatgracive petan. Seldam do we find 1 de- 
veloped as ip Boethoves, who sshd of his ideas: 

















“Leary my thoughts shout ma for + Jong tne often a very long 
time, befoce | wnde thems dows, Meanie i tmemory 1106 
Ieuan nn organ re Jour hee 
(at bs once oocured ote T change eng Cun, dtscaré and GY 
fguig uot | amie. Thea, however, ere Seg my Sed 
eat ta evety Sitecuon snd, caret aa I now 
fciy hat wane the aden denver deve ey 


nuns Mond ff ey md ik a a 
Scaplisnel eben f has the hones Fatman hl wp Seer 
"Dat never fo the coafoncn of ce withthe other ® 











‘oe might reasoaubly doube te couspver’s veracity here, bat far 
he complet sabwaninion of bit aazieg declaration sa bis aot 
books and inde matimony of his rienda Todod, Ligh ite vera 
lowtanoss of even higher pertsteace of « petero. There are well ai- 
thenteated records of Bexthover' having bees requeted to have 
sue ready for hi publisher; and of bis baviag no time in which to 
‘plan & revision of e composition already a bis mind except daring 
once whea be gave lemaaa; and of hia ecreally having thought ost 















pect 8 
the higher orders of abil 
{eof auuic oF of metphytic, aed on remrning 
‘offs day, a week, or « month, discover cht be cannot cecal it te: 
curately antes e goes al through his original operations rarely did 
fot ineegrne powerfully i te St instance. Alter eviog connzct 











Ta comumoa busincas practice, shrewd employers teed to judge the 

worth of their executives ly the ea with which they carry around 

Tae tte tae en Behorm” by Abdi Wonk Thr Ya, ak 
m6} 


MoROS 
sntuct elaborate ofie rulen, confidential poli 






‘the men who make good are those who catch ob very quickly to “the 
fee ofthe ehop.” Now thi 12 « madera newepsper, 16 aa extresely 
‘complicated thuog. Tt means « precise vente of the eatire editorial 
4nd buslnew policy, « large part of whlch cannot be reduced to 





‘The typical clerk or wankilled worksnts, of the ember hand, is 
‘usily detected by his tendency to work out each order, cach 

‘of bin day’ dutch from mameat to reameat. Let anything bob 0 
the hax never dealt with before ia prociaely the same form or 


hat 








ter, and he will hesitate, ponder, end calcalate, while the man who 
‘has “the fel of the shop” will act ienanty, Tbe maa with the clerk 












of bie. But plainly 
eo pl, a they re site to plainly 


leching of power and pattern in the highest metal 1790s 
‘ovate paticon ming br established with reletivaly Ue pease 





‘understanding the 
former bas pattera with litte power, while dhe later bes nroag pet- 
tern and high power. 

‘Evesy teacher sees tis i every group of eedeata. A boy cay win 
a high grade is ecauwe he ean remember dates und xemnet 
in binary; but, advanced toa Sigher clam, he sinks to medioecity be- 
‘ctuve he cannot keep five or six lawo of chemitry in mind while 
erforming « leroy expermens The pote ee fe 





HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
smiliae with the same diftrence berweea the normal pecvos and oa 
suffering from dementia paralyten. TRe normal perton ean us, 
‘oar way of another, al of in faculties; but the demees, 

seming all of the angle facaltcs of the morzal persan, 
‘make them work togsther. He cannot setegrate them tm che point of 
‘cauning them te functoa. He hes, re shore te patter of jntalliguace, 
‘but cot the oncrgy to rus it. Hence the abnormal lack of peruineact 

everything the decent undertakes. 

‘The average man peruuts in unfmshed tusks omlly aot Joayet 
than twanty-four Ban. Tf, a8 the end of this eyele, be haw not com 
pleted but job, a9 « rule it dsumsnsed from his miod. 

‘We recall uasinished ahs about 90%, betes than completed Jobs, 
1 the tiguificant experiments of the Germas pocbologses, Lewin 
‘and Zeigucask bave proved.* Gave che average mu teslen of 
sunple cnipueeat, seat ead phi, for ead wo and for 
husdwork. Tatereuge hm 10 half af them, esd allow him w follow 
‘throogh with the others. Some tine Inter, qarx him aboot al dhe jobs 

wil, ag «rele, be able to recall 19 which he did not Sah f 
every 10 which be dd ish 

‘Ad the investigators cemack, thu indicates that the strem under 
‘which we labor while volving 4 problem persis att ehe olution 
cither attained or ele definitely abandoned. at hopeles. Ureully we 
a ot finish x job at one sitting, We plug away ot ont oa ont day, 
theo go to bed, rex, and pick it ap ox the next day. The Grat sep in 
renmmiing work is recall where we mete at with . Now, curiously 
enough, thie tweaty four-hour cycle marks the pend wrthin which 
thie law of recall operatn That af we wast lager than 
{ull dey bafore asking x maa aboot the joby, he tends to cecal al! of 
them more and more alike, regardtew of whether finned or unbne 
Iahed Ta odser words it looks as thougs, m the centunves of xatural 
selection and adaptation to work, mea hed built up a memory mech 
sem on the day-to-day bait A job dropped for loager thas tweaty- 
four hours in «job dumnimed. 

Contrast this average man, now, to the ruperior and hea 10 the 
stupid. The superiae man exmanntly shows anpcyance over 1 bik 
left wedone, Nor ix thet all:he cannot drop it from his thoughts, Let 
hm go to bed tted, sil wilt he sheesh about ia the duck wrestling. 












































entaie Recnge Ot, 
cae] 


‘MoROS 
‘with it, be happens to be enormously ietelleersal, allthis may ex: 
‘aust Bian and he wil be able wo pick the problem up exictly where 
he dropped t, eres though a month has elapued. 

"Tho sapid man reverse all thu He exanst pick up the detils at 
sit, He na ro sartafreah. He cay even be unable to recall the exec? 
ature of the problem owo days later. Every factory and office mea 
ager obeerven this teadency. Ir a well Loowa that more accideu oc- 
‘eur 02 Moaday, following the two-day bolidey than aa any acher 
day in the week. Clerks and stepographers show wmilar mopidty. 
‘Tasks lett uadooe oa Bararday mutt oftea be completely re-aracked, 
eve to the prelumaary tzitrecions, suaply because the workers 46 
‘anuble to remember what they warted out to d0.I have heatd ran 

‘he ugreed to wark averuune, thet by saying at 
fight and fnvanng a job he would pave himgelé aod hit eiploye? 
hours of time and uanecemary repetition. 

Hero we arrive at ane ofthe lowet levels of stupudty, Te has be 
characterized in the old sxying: “Out of sight, oot cf romd.” Tf you. 

recall what we dicomed chee tvlking cbost the four varseti 





















and hence tuadersheogg> it muy have pleaty of bial eaay, 
‘et lore thie tas of though becsste of hei abby to cay ft 
Tricoupaation, They tod to lapwe ince dey Area or cake belo, 
ewe fata logical election, Like the tore, ty lara everything 
rah ot cach now ancounace Bo they eunnae Poogras ft- 








an every ttereat oad oven ia the fuslooablcaveauen Edtort 
‘ee ve and ery over Ghcras aldermen, comtxmieated mil and 
‘rendulent public cootracs A few cranks mite letters thet Owe 
papers abeot it, Wisin tan days the whole afee Bas runk ot the 
‘Sone olivine. Bac ocx moraing« fra sandal mutt be paruded 

CGritet love to cure the sewnpaper for this viream of semsmioa]- 
jum. They do eot cetlne that Cyelope cnald aot keep his mind on 
ono sbject ntl i wat cleaned up, eve st he wanted to. As T wate 
Ase line, the mow powefel drive eve imac ppeas the vader. 
sword of Tammany Fal onder te expert leadenip of Sedge Sex. 
Bry tn ogi i rms smi wh det 





ISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘with by an enlightened citizenry, weld be purwed satil every Inst 
sevcadelcctribaary t dem wae aot or ung. Yet, doagh te 
inquiry coatiouss as we speed our chrosicle, it hav duappes: 

22 ome pages ut cate be any x day Probe befve ibook 
fan gouc Into the fortes edinos, all the old disict leaders, crook 
judge, shyuers, gunmen, ckstecry, sad collector will be bask an 
there Joba and Ite Jimmie Walker will have a freah Ine of wise 
racks Cyelops cause ick, 

‘Do yoo recal the single exception to this weakneu of his? He can 
stick any if he can Gad « ueictly personal cause—a bread-and-boter 
fone i bent—which aroutes Bis hot erations, Then be Sade « uew Joy 

fe and coros fanatic. So, i would seer, the oaly wy to keep the 
nues active In American politics i to arouse thes ro some popular 

















Emetion 


‘Emotions involve thers ows ypecial weapudtis no lew than seco 
Hien For Ghey are al directions of brhgoiar. Cull them, ut you wish, 
ctfon patterns; but be sure to add that due ptsterm us beaded towa 
‘tome typical outcome. If you omit this from your canriderson, you 
will never grasp the mechuciam of eanoticat. For, at Willa M. 
‘Marton bat cleacly showa,* ma each of the primary forms an cmo- 
toa is never a mere feeling and seldom » mere attitude but «rush of 
encegy; and the oaly way ont emotion can be clearly marked off 
diceced, 
‘Thin, we souat add, in precively what a biologint wncontaminatod by 
eld encholopedt thors wuld fed we amame. Each effort to ad, 
an orgumzing © 















arts tmerpecoe ey as te whole ow mbactry 
spite of « fee vabordinate theories which seem open to doubt; a2 1 
shall follow his account of the primary ermotins Hie finds foor of 
thee, a flown: 

1Daminance, or “an cutrash of exergy to overcome oppotition”; 
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MoROS 
__ 2 Compliance of the act of “yielding ro and accepting a force at 


‘SSobmimion, or the ect of “giving the wit belplemly, without 
qoction, tothe dictatiaa of another pera! 
‘+—Inducement, or the act of “makiag corel! more complctely 
‘lied with « pessoa over whew exe wishes to exablish costo." 
‘AL sorts of name, ace ot leas pet, have been attached to thew 
an Mteanare and enema speech. Domiaance, for instance, i called 
Aggreenvzcets, wlf-anicricn,inciatve, wil, deteriazuon, plosees 
Apicu, supenioray eoerpies, and a score of other thiogs Nene of 
hte are precie tems, though af tcoch opoe some form or pute of 
Aloonaanee Compliance goes by the name of caxsion, costormity, 
tieudiy, opeumindedness candor, bumiley, capoct, sod vo an. Some. 
fumes Mberaltam and tolerance are applied t0 aca of compliance, 
sort ineptly. Submision goes by the name of willzgnent,cociliy, 
tmeckonu, obedience, altri, verity, Benevolenct, and soitheatted- 
neu, Indcemeat, neliy is hazy referred to as pervoaton,captiva- 
seduction, 2 sisrng,chaseing, moapietic, and 


‘The fret umportct mage of an emocica It aa attiude. How doce 
(tin differ frac the full-fledged emotion? Merely thuv: ie the at 
tude the adaptive Jettrn taker form But the energy appropriate to 
its ewecotion i wots yet discharged. Tt may be lacking. (a thls energy 
for ung one ot more of thee canter: 

(The perioa muy lack the adequate nergy; oF 


























2The energy discharge m4y be slow, arriving » Cow woconds oF 
rmlautes Tater; oF 





"Thur, in the attinde, we get wt"; but we do aot go unt the 
energy flow picks up. Phaialy then, itis in and daring the attinde 
that we do wll our thinking and plarning. Hence the immenac im- 
portance of understandiog this eariy stage. There is much inthe exy- 
ing, apo man thrcheth in his heart, so ie be; it slew than dhe whole 
‘rath but more thax « balf<roth. The ‘behavior it the chief 
determiner of the vabsoqorn! act, provided that the aration bas bee 
perceived and appraived correctly. But there inthe rabl And it i 
{hs Imitation which feuds 0 an iafisite veriety of upiditien For, 
aie Sa a es Sls 5 pe ne 
rt 




















HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
titsaboa, be thereby tenses himself toward cectain of in fearares 
and dulls himett coward others. For the whole process is selective. 
‘How seriou the bexumbung? It all depends ox the whole ait 
tan, of course—and that goes t00 for che mat hime his fund of 
‘energies, hit range of general venaitvivis, and hin expesience a1 a 
‘whale. The overtight mey be peay axd comic, #38 the lover wb, 
‘punting over the heanty af hus beloved, ewear st ouckines Cleapatre, 
‘thongh the rect young beloved has two wart on her nose and x re- 
ceding chin. Or i may be Nupolena on the road to Mancow. What « 
spectrum of colors gay and drabl Let ax tura Our upectroncope at x 
{ew of the Tiaes 

















‘We begie with the crude forma tot dominance, some of which wre 
ed 10 distinguish fem exhibutioannm at tumek, tod from parencine 
Aelavions of grandeur and pertecatioa at ouher times 





Napseon 


‘Napoleon 1s the prime example of profound domiance. In the 
early period of the Freoch Empire, be ruled powerfully, but with 
often wx equine nafreté. Later on, expecially after 1808, ie dom 
ance grew complex; ved in conscquences were weinble and trai. 

‘We heve tech evidence that Napoleon was "pltuitary-centered." 
Hence bit ezaordiaary wtellecoalablty. On the otter hand, di 
corbunces in the gland to which he was eareptile all hus fe ed 12 
the bean dorm,” the atacks of rorsting foliowed by “stopor verg- 
9 unconacioisem” which overcame ian at the mottetineal 
junctures in bale. 

‘At bit bet Napoleon's svn war mathematica), logical, and ex- 
teaoedaarily reteonve. Yet an wesuficicat secrction of the port 
‘puraary made his unserupuioss and ionesitive © mivery and vat 
fering. 

‘Axcarly ma Septeaber, 1005, at the right of his power, Napoleon 
‘wan seized with Bod of St after dineer, mya Tallerand, en fell 
‘the floor ia near-caavalsion. Soon revied, balf an hout inter he 
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™oROS 
ras oa bin way to war, and a few snceth leer tlomphed ot Autter- 
Te, 

‘His mormons caergy probably di not decline wool be went 10 
Be. Helens. At im prime throngh Amecclte, Jens and Frindland, 
thereafter bu abuliey began 29 decline. He showed weahnsu of judg 
ment. He begun to grow fet And hit project grew Lkewise. They 








‘matheauttcel logic and the preciice of eatlier campaigne, 
‘Whea, in April, 1912, wae wish Rustin seemed inevitable, be coma- 
pleted the mightiest project of them all. He would lavade the Czur's 


{and with an army of 600,000, nd clcher defet the enemy i x nogle 
temnble atack, of else go on to Liduuanis, route the to rzbeli03, 
‘atte there forthe wiotsr, aed proceed to Moscow ia thr following, 

Erary plan weot awry, The Rovian people bated Napoleca. At 
‘ott, Napoleaa's army was made Up of war-weary, reluctant ightes 
ogy vodiry of hi lies, om whom he was forced to drew. Theit 
half-hearted wpisit covida't match the vindictive patriot of the 
CCxar's well trained 400000, The Ruaians refares to 

le, ab Napoleon bad aot foreseen. Tovrea, they witbérew Into 
the interor, retteating farter und fartber into the barvea Rawisn 
eppen. Alexander was keen enough to ace the imminent datver 69 
the Grande drmée of x Ruslan wietzr,grestr ia ‘tv havoc by far 
‘han guopomder and alaoghter. Napolece grew worry. 

a June 24, 1812, hu relocant toope Begas the crowing of the 
‘Nicaea Rive, Inthe nncadarable heat, the Rosia cootinsed to7e- 
(teat. But they knew their land. Tt wat oaiaossly bewilderiog to 
Napoleon. His mex wilted dong the way, and died of suattoke, 
‘The erope were greco, and his honey, kaving sothing else to ea, 
dropped of colic. His brother Jeroese, is charge ofthe right rear, 
made Blonder after blsoder. Far five days, while Napoleon wat c+ 
(abled ot Vil, be beard nothing frome thin incomnpeteat. A cold, 
driaeliog s4in soaked sod chilled the ditheactoned oop Hore 
‘ied by the thousands. For more than » week it cxined. Finely 
came the ucw of the mscrable {atlore of Jerore text off Ose Ru 
inna On July 17, after ditarzovs delays, Napoleon begun the Joop 
‘kom march t Moxon. 

‘He captored Smacleat, bu il be filed to crwth the enemy, Hs 
Serhled here,Nepalioe igh ve avoided Goer He held 4 
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ISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
key posiion io Rusia. At lat the Polish provinnes were free, and 
the grateful Poles would support him in later stacks Tein craceie- 
ble thar the occupation of Sznoieask could have led to the acw Ea 
‘ope, faskioued so hia plan. Yet inthe foce of calowal obetacics, Ni 
leon mazched oa to Moscow, knowing notking of the terrain that 
Jay ahead. Winter was on ite wey. 

‘The Grande Armée pathed 02 t9 Borodiao. After frightfol laugh: 
tes, Nepolece woo an iadiffereat victory. Ix dhe midae of bard, he 
‘al attacked by his finest mapor, Hie buagied bedly, yet be fought 
‘and won, A twock lure, what was left of the Grande Armée took 
poaiettion of Moscow. Half « million bad gooe dows in diecase or 
bunds. A hundred thoorund were left 10 deadly disuster. Moscow 
Ibarned. Thhe ciey was deserted. Food and sheltec were destroyed. 
French and Ruuvians pillaged alike. Ruwies pears attacked 
fury. The eneray army recreated co the south. Napoleon had to tal} 

ck. Hi mien wore 10 chet and without muppes It rained and 
toowed i blinding shect. Exhantted troope mumbled on through 
ssewdrifts and devolate coantry. They dropped—and died, Aad 
‘whco, inthe middle of December, the stzaggling rematais re-routed 
the Niemen, falt-earved ved wore ovt, they mide Grimeny—ead 


wapped. 
‘Nepoleoa, the egois, went on to Fraace. Halt x mitlion dead ley 
strewn behind hin. Yet the mighty insensitive ignored misery and 
woe. And he announced to the French that “ihe emperor hab never 
‘been in betoee health?” 
‘Throaghoat the Moscow campaign, Nepolean revealed sty 
tiet of which he aever before had beeo guilty. Yet they were all af 
simular pattern. His energy and his drive were will enocmovs. Hi 
will eden 
singe tomar 
conde al efector ia Ba mighty tchemet.Loog iy it 
Je homo expect tc artisGed his eg 
‘pomer gre, ‘weakened, lo wat Bind to tar 
nagar of BO te of dean Rawan neppen: Fcuned mee force 
than wit in doggedly followiog Ge elavive enemy. His energy wat 
jode was bed. Hilf « million men paid the price of 
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‘A criminal ig one who wriyes to have his own wey io mutter and 
manner forbidden by the prople wha casct laws, Thi eiving It 
thus, ia wens, «form of domioanos. Naw, crane ia putely « legal 
concept Te it nat « 











foal, Put thi eae fact im saothar farm: act all flor to 
domiagte a contraryasieded groop are criminal or even izamatals the 
‘tc are pronounced criminal by the group, through ove and oaly 
ove med.om, namely the wren law. & milion cidizens may shout 
(at (tn a crime wm discharge 4 morkcagmaa penniless aftr twenty 
year of service; but that dows not make the exployes who doet wo x 
‘rims, The Jddgaweat mutt be deahed and recorded in the books of 
law; and, aoremaly, It most be sepporead by an cabling 
"You miu keep these elementals befere you as you coctider Ove 
alleged tugidity of ervninal. Odserwite confunion enue, a it re- 
peatedly hus in the ditcoorses of dutngeivhed sociologits end law 
yerk, How often have they declared that criminals wre either ianane 
‘Gr teebleminded! This doctrine has been taught i colleges. Tt re- 
‘maces vochalleaged io may quarters today. Yer it is aoasease, 
Our crminologies have drawn conclesions about crimiaalr from 
fact koowa about cowoicts They astame fist of wll that moet crim- 
mals ate conviein; of, if they ate not, that convicts are fairly typical 
ofall criminals, Now toch rmeeping sections bout our lawbreakert 
are nlly 1m 10 far aa they make tary geeertlisaboas abot prison vor- 
veya And the public is senocaly milled by erm the moet yrapalous 
of biometrina like Goring, whose beillinnt analyse of thirp-teven 
tram in 3,000 English coavictt in « clamic. Here is hin conclasion 











“On wrpaica evidente aoe umerton can be dogmatically made: 

‘Gar de clonal is diferendamed by toterar autar, by de- 
Gp Yor taper foam hae Gtceie® there ce on Rope 
Ieee or mee charcecs pera ema of Eg 
Pri” 


‘And now lites to Williem J. Hickion, Dicertor of the Chicago 
Peychopathle Laboratory. After studying uote chan 40,000 Chicago 
scm be aacvessety al be “eet intne" Prac 
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nealy all crime in dementia praccas, and the rest 76 pares except 
{or aboct one casein every hutdzed which arses from some phytical 
snjury 10 the bra. Crime dur to sbeormalites of the iotellect 





aria combinabon with decates ofthe cerebellum} and then we 6d 
the fnanetal crook of supreme cumaing. 

‘Hichaoo declares that aif eramuaals egularly betray themaelesa by 
“ali of the miad” of varcous sora, Memtal aad motor cobrdsaations 
brea dawn, now ie there vauel smagecy, 20m in ch 
ple geomercic form, sow in their Fespome 
Hence we easly aerta 
fapplyiag meatal tei. 

‘Ay nuaety-ane ont of every hendred enmuauls actualy teted 
Hlickaoo's nboratory wifer from grave detect af the brain, Hickaco 

fer that 99% of all crime is caused by wach cerebellar uBfictions, 
‘Thur be agrees in wobsteace with Goriog dat the criminal is « trve 
‘pe marked by detecuve imeliigence Fllchsaa goer beyond Goria 
in amerting thas the meatal defect » promariy cerebellar and 
‘bona rather than corbenl and ietelecroal 

‘Ta any case, they arrive at he conclauoo that al cronka are boobs. 
‘This fallacious rensoaing ects in Judgpng the part as the whole. 
‘These seieauits have the all but iacerable sendeacy of ehiaking of 
only one thing atx cae They stoume that all criminal whecs Uney 
trady are typical of the extire ermal group, whe, ab x matier of 
fact, omelonont like thowe of Hicksoo and Goring. are bared oo 
studies of only those criminals who were caught and coxvicted. 

‘Now, arzevt from all causes ron azound 2,000,000 « year ip the 
‘United Staten. Only one arrett 16 for remlty in coawietion. 
of the acquitted are, of course, mnoceat; bet many others are either 
tuilty of else they’ heve been apprehended io place of the true 
offenders. Of the found $00,000 coumeaioas, more than 300,000 wre 
mere drusks, duorderliey end trampe 

Fewer than 200000 guilty of felony are convicted every year, 
Azpong ether wodies, the Metcopolisan Life snalyet of 1923 showed. 
that, ont of every 166 homicides ia ovr country, only 69 iadictmeom 
were found und of the 69 indicted, axly 37 received praba yeatences 
Recently the special commirmc of the American Bar Auociation 
brought out forcibly thar the man wa place & hurglary in New 
Yost Cig hn tien ane eof apg al penises 










































Hee who comes any bind of felony whiuoever there bas odds of 
sever io cat in fs favor 

‘The American Baaker! Amociation appraes the lowes from 
crimes agua property slove wt about $3,500,000 000 per yee la 
the Unted Slaten Credt frauds rum clove to $400,000000 4 year 
‘We canner ey baw large the average credt fread It, not how many 
‘aude are commuted t= the coarse of 4 yee hy one tad dhe tame 
Iwindler, Bry for resins too theca) to eoter isto here, T feel 
‘Turon safe i tang $1000 a. yry ge Sure forte cverage 
‘red fad. Ox th ban, we nd 400,00 ered feuds perpenated 
toaualy; and Lam wire { prestly eoderetamte the tol, m onder 
{0 be comervative. Other types of cme agua property ams ran 
{ar below the credit fraud average. From what rudely kaown of 

Feeney, we may oe that $300 ie u vey liberal average of ll 
indi of thet, ewan, eran, and 40 oo. For the umber of petty 
lumaverey (volving len than $00 each ut prodigious aod rout pull 
dlawa the average very far Talong $500 us ovr general avecage, we 
{ind the appalg ttt of aroued 7,000,000 crimes agent property 
every year ik ou? country. 

‘Bet ther ia poe, forall ceumesagaust property, fewer than 
70200 felons. By 2 rst apprommaticn, ierefore, we fad only obe 
obviction for every hundred erimes ageatt property. Thit eximate 
tut uadergo peveral well know corrections which big it dowa 
{o something Hke t 1200 of ona ts rey. Tn, yo tet Fe 
the proved ratio ia the cave of homicdes ia cur large ie 

‘New, tvaesaguster property are mor clewly watched and fought 
ty ummene and aatene oepuastaticy of Bascys men, Baniers, and 
prlvaredetetiven. The vistas have money with which (© wir on 
footers and wwindiecs, and they have the Seton to we thir defecae 
funds wel. Bue where weal slhgeece, acd powerful rcopome 
jaterera do not combine in an atack on crwez, the vabo betmeca 
commited offense ind comichons becomes iadicrous. Tt ea ime 
to atempt wide, bor fewer than 50 coovicw were zip for it 
Tacear iss crime and kzowa be mach cormoocr than nie people 
Tike wo admit; but (ewer than 200 America ue in olla anywhere 
for fe Sedocion 1 « crma for which fewer thao 100 ae terviog 
tee, Adaliery 0 a coumaae ax gumbling a all probabiiny. Tee 
edly i ecemme, but only 1500 adslecera bemoea the creat 
"eprom, ery be cn reaped ana cme opel 





























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
Joatheromeneas until reseat yeart; but oaly 250 perjurera ase 1a 
‘American prisoas. And arooishingly few ‘adictments for it are 
teroaghe For every ps ste Perum pro 
fexionals—who iy wdicted, there mast be several hundred uakzowa. 
‘A promineat criminal lawyer tila me that, a hia opinion, the addi 
{in favor of the perjurer in the typical American court today are at 
eage 250 wo {A gery let os great; but aot xt all a wild ong in the 
ight of ovr crice atatuticx. 

"Now let ua compare these vaciout cans with the kiown intl 
gence ration. What do we fod? AB attonidhing fact. Takiog offntce 
sod offenders at large, he prison popolation camot cxbrace a a7 
time moce than 1% of the total how of offers and probably dary 
‘not make up more than 1 of 1%. Of that ttal onc half of the tol 
‘prwoa papclanan ere babatuel crmzale of eatnormel intelligence 
and the other half are mordly joveniler and occancnal offenders of 
dy vobsormal itethgonce. 

‘As compared with national intelligesce ratior, the rato of crimi- 
nals in privon to those never camght shows 4 startling rmemblance 
(a the eatio of markedly inferior aade to all minds that are nverage 
oF bet 

‘The percestage of crimiaals locked up w mach mnaller than the 
percentage of inferior minds ja the cocstey at large. All extemive 
Intelligence tex show thet the poorcat 10% of any lerge groups 
(random or selected for other trait then intellect) we ¢ preey i 
ferior aggregation of mortale (The Accry intelligence team bowed 
that fortyteven out of every oae Bundced soldiert were in some se- 
‘pect dhghtly or greatly eabocrmal.) Now the number of adults end 

ime above fifteen years may be takea roughly at 67,000,000. The 

stupidest 10% of thin mans compriace wee 6,700,000 pervona Th 
srroup of the poorest minds ix more then thirty three Gimes Lazgcr 
thn our tte} group of imprisoned felons, Compure this withthe fact 
that there are aboot foreytinmes at many felons wecaught aa there are 
feloas ia prisos. And yoe are oow seady to consider the main ques 
an face, wich ix hie: what io the probability thet a etedy of the 
te caught criminal in forty will reveal the pechological autare 
of the other thirty-nise who get away? 

Here we we the worthtcames acd barmfaines of gexeralissticos 
such as Googe of Goring sad Hickson, and ali other eriminologisa 
sh healed the mek fr tir ec are bed 





























sons 
a mudies ofthe hage vob intelligent lames of ous population, ‘The 
Caoviet it the unmecenfal Eetve. Aad be i easucenful, in the 
iwi, for dhe ase reason bet wait cher nsibng flares in life 
reg he ara dub Bellw,« simpleton, He ie dtzwn mowty tom 
the betom five per cont of al crctoaly and bis ntllgence pew. 
tly what we thould expect i that wc. 

‘Naw, how cin we expect any iaeligent criminal to worm his 
‘way mmo 2 penon? The compecticn fram below is figaful And 
the more closely we laxpect the rasa of intelligence na worldly 
soecem the platar it bococen at xr crock ariaterey need wcvet 
‘hope ae the inde of any tcatcertory exept in the capacity of 
‘warden or Governor ofthe Sat, 

‘Succes a aay Lane depends chiefy wpor three large and loose 
factory namely stelligaace eoergy an opportaity. Thu i equally 
{uve of undertakers and naderwnter of eggs ead yodclera. Au these 
three factory really are compontes of bandredt of “chance” cleumenta, 
‘we fad that the orm! divaibation carve depica woos and felore 
pretty well. In the criminal world ay elsewhere, fully 75% of the 
‘bad xctors hover around the modem; that s uhey are oeither very 

Wnwaceeefl,serther eilest mods aor dba, 
dyuamos of creative crime oor jellyfish. The 
28% divide prety evesly 00 both tide of th Pence of Merl 
verity. Half of these show high saceem and half show dimmal failures, 
Th yao hike, you may vabdivdeto the point af eng that mre 2% 
at al crooks achieve extraodsaaryeucrom while 2% ik to equally 
‘xtrondsaury Staley; and at the opposite ends of your Geld of di 
Crbution, you fnd ce wat ia t toes who St eet geniuh. At 
the pontive end, he fs gest of wae, the trae Man Higher Up 
Like Nepoleon; and st te aegative en be isthe perfoct riminal 
lamane who cannot drew » breath without geting taro rouble with 
the police 

‘Al that can be proved sbout cme and ermiole ie Ameria yoes 
te thew thar micemt-anételate bere either follow the oorahl 

fon or eee iy skewed towed dhe paxitve (eoncty) end. Hick. 
and al the others prove thet moet of oor jl binds are 
meatally ad physically defective. But chese Jail birds conmicate 
‘between two and three ger cent of the probable aumber of pencmat 
‘who 0 the eres techescal tome of the word, aze chisel. Tear 
tech he pct perce of icy coral ee 



































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
the toa eriminal group ix between Sve and tox per oot, iis lear 
‘hat the conve ply epresntthove femoris who, be 
cant of mperiet wit uvtaconty, or opportuy, have filed 1 
‘pune sod gone iro the hand of  recree 

"Taner froma their matali anythg sbout Ce een a, up 
sanding 50% of ear bed working, oor, thorough, connexion, 
sd bighy tll pat goezen,yegry badger gumesen,precuter, 
Usted Stace Sesion aed Cabwost Meme so bensy 3 sa, 
dcfect worthy ofthe boom Sve por ests. The elias einnal 
sever ge catght except by una of Provdese, wich eitly ret 
{st be the ack move of «compettor. He wil never be mearered 
for hie mind ov a rrsped vast For the ofa wb favor ate mach 
beter than they fua ihany of the mote cotservatre Dunseth aad 
ros 

1 fed teond lee of supporuog endeace for my opition in 
Comparison berece the U. 8. Aray prnonert ie guard houte and 
the pruonere fe Leaverworth. ‘The former bave been locked 
for pet onsen ny och a1 wealtog fram camp mats or Bit 
the top verpraa wits & mop bebiné bn buck. Toe Leaveowerth 
mates ace in for tomething setrout—tay cucsleughter, furgery, 
{ape Now, 1¢sppears tht the 1G. of the pet ofender is coor 

ably below that ofthe Lenverworth boys Dot thw aot cas 
that upd people are soar gecing ito srape ver cra ieee 
larva ba are seldom atexsping soydnog that calli for planing, 
secrecy, capital investment and the Griling of accomplice? Doet 
Rnot show hat they are et lever enough even 19 avon eaptere 
tnd conviction in er beewis tnd claher wath th ew? 

"Nom, Iam tempt to extrapolate bere. Ax the gay and grou 
magnitude ofthe oftense ncreat, 0 atthe metay of he perp 
trate He canst even make a tr ns bg crise wole be ha eco 
ining, coierabie imagination, ané ss in organiing. Flas any 
body ever exopht any ofthe leader in the word drug ring 
pevecs 10 Lacon, wih te American beadgoarer in Miateal? 












































‘hang from the ease with which they have evaded detest 
for mang years, while hondzeds of pablic and private detectives heve 
done shelz beat to catch them. Or aguin, the really grextioternationsl 
Sein A pir cs ic 8 Sm a 1 





‘MOROS 
‘geutelen of clube: have they aut devised srvecal fool-proof methods 
of wqusezing rich people—metaods known t the police for many 
ean, yet cabeatable? 

‘People who know onty what they reed te heedlizes think that the 
teme of kravery in the thog like Fred Burke, long called, even by 
police, “the move dangerces crimioal im America” Yet, compared 
‘with hundreds of clever scoundrels who have never been hale 19 
cout, thia Burke iw mere wmpletoa, even though he did elude the 
Aetetives for years eaying more hat w wore of people meanwhile. 
Burke, you may recall, is the “onamter tigger man” 

















411 because the atuprd fellow had been buping eal o 
‘with bill of denomnttions larger thax people back in the wood 
‘nad ever seen, and ad never left ble moter ext vee shopping but 
‘had nent his bodyguard in to make porchascy, 

‘Such & “dip of the mind” fer Hichaoe's hyporbesle patly. Let us 
rant that be may have u substentiel truth, theo, about the people 
who end up in pal. Bot, please, don't inenle the kaghbrows of the 
ianderworld by clasung them with dolis Lke Barke. We stand ready 
to defend agua all comers the theas that: 

1 Permanent rucces in crise i, un all probabality, fll a4 com. 
‘moo us permanent wuccew in the Jewelry boxigca er in high schoo! 














‘2Relatvely a4 eany people vocceed in criminal careers an ia 
‘on-criminal career 
‘3Juat as succen is hardest whece competition is fiercest, ro in 
of it are more dificals thao other, probably the 
thoae ia which the stakes ace hight 
‘+-Criemnele of the cleverest type know that the emoothest wey 
sy Test whach either auboniee ot somehow 
protect thew eriauaal act; hence oot moat aucceetol criminal ace 
(haye who pack Iepalatores with thetr heochmes and enact setuiet 
‘which give them something for aothiog 
‘5 The srupident criminals are those who openly oppote the police 
ox heen ihr wha dma rcina pooc, Wat pps 
‘them has lnely been demonstrated. I close ny cate with 
lisey complesd ted poliaued by Me. und Ms. Sheldon Olutel 
‘whe rn dow, wok agalcet oregon he comes of 5 
21 

















HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
<rimiaala afer theas discharge from the Mamachuscta Reformstary.> 
‘Tey fovnd that the social reformers bad been all wrong in ther 
charitable guemes about ercanvicw. Of those SO0 whore affair were 
Ted bre, 00 fewer than 400 were will comaiting crimes from five 
‘a fifteen year efter the prison gates bad opened to celecse them, 
‘What conrimice can be drawn froeo this? Certainly ack the oot 
ahuch Dr. Richard Cabot reached, when be declied thet the 
‘Gloecks had ad i 
formatory rpeex a 
managed; but all 1 
(on ith their careecs of crime is, fice of all, dat they were orginally 
stupid enough to get caught; and, secondly, after baving been locked 
up for some year, they leaked sorbing 22d thus went Fight oa with 
thar vame old wtupid behawor. The clever cruinal weldom i 











fd siete mt eral deegh weorell maiear watts 
‘ould not have foreseen. But the eupie crimunal bangles bis job and 
lives on the taxpayers for 4 neatoo, after which he fe ail quite at 





beat ma beating the police. And ia it aot feolth to expect the potice 
(o trap anybody tave the very half-wite who steal womea's pursct 
and pick areet fights and climb into bedroom and clamaly forRe. 
‘hocks? T think that, if we are going to candemp dhe reformtorics 
{or failing to case this bottom grade of evildocrs, we might a8 well 
1 whole way and curve the iomaae apylama for Uhele fallce to 
‘rain sateamea, 
Here we ead: we find the criminal to be nothing more nar tow 
then an emotional type thet ix tel, i quite normal but, because 
st msives to dominate im aairs where coodoct has been ‘ormally 
regulated by the larger public (or elec by criminal lawmaker), 1s 
ccondemaed and hunted down. Sometimes its the Larger public that 
chances tobe wrog fa iu relinge Sometimes it ia the eciminal inw- 
maker. But where tupidiey es, to man can tay extept by scruti 
ing cance, 


Oe hk Mie dn tn i 8, 
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Fear ig 4 mode of doesiaance much toe conoples analyze here. 

Been more shan the fe freasy of orerwbelzing sclf-amecton, the 
lmperfect effort to win out which briags on ébe fear ctutea the wort 
iude of seopldiey. Some are 0 tad thet we say the frightened pernoa 
ia ina panic and Joues het Bead. The deacription in corvect. Fear iy 
one of the most dreadful srupcfers—tome people go farther and 
scribute to ic moat of the major ils of the race, from mibtariam to 
Nexual neuroses, Semeumes the viens loses all eetive codrdioa 
Hoos and becomes a1 belplews ue « paraiyne: Agaia he dimocines, 
‘Gaanag oa rome oor feature of the whole sisanon somewhat aftct 
the manner of w byutcric. At ather sane be Gxates but with 20 dat- 
cecaible dimociation, as the Preach have dose wince the World War. 
dexp and vo abiding 1 the Freachman's fear ot Germasy that 
all perapective and all exsblity of action have gone lon. A hundred 
episodes showing this may be foned in the public records. Here 
be of recent dete. Since early ia 1931 Germany hu» been on the 

ne of fnancla) disastez. Omminoes 19goe have long pointed to the 
‘pouuility of her complete colispre. Oo Joly 13 came the news of 
the great Darmatidter bunk 

‘Well did the French politicians kaow the gravity of Germany 
tutuatia, Yet when Dr. Haat Luther atempted to negooite « French 
loan with Prensier Laval, he was countered with « demand for the 
virtual political wbjecion of Germany at a primery condition for 
‘Somncia! help. 

‘Moat of the evil act of France sioce 1918 soot ia fear hyteri, 
for which we do not blame the Fresch people. They a, at « people, 
singularly euceptibie to fiation of idea; sndecd, 48 we thow cle: 
where! they are even when free from inteae eotioas, the aaver 
of their own notions. Thi iexplies 2 certain partial dimociation from 
concrete cealines, quite the reverse of the aglah habit of fxating 
con coocrere affain of the our and misiog te long-range aspect 
0, whereas the Eaglah, in their efor to get along, adapt them 
selves reitly 10 changing condidons, the French become obsewed 
‘with an iden and, ifthe pante of fear seizes thex, they become ab- 
vious to everything beyond that ides. The complete wpecumm here 
































MISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
fa the old Tiger, Clemeaceno, who, ia 1870, fxtted on the crushing 
of Germang, and never quite eiciped ftom thet sbaormal mentality. 
Hu colomel dominance coccealed the fear, but fear was hidden in 
st none the less. 

At the ernie in iv trupe carver, Woodrow Wilson rsccumbed 
oa panic f fear which Jed has to's series of Snantrous uplditio 
I the dayu before the Arminuce, he peneed that faral open Jeter 





‘urging all voters to sappert oxly Democratic candidates for Con 
faren. Every babe in arma thea eadecstood that Wilon deeded sorely 





teaser would have schewed warily ia ita presence, Mute 
yrters hitherto friendly aroue withia an hour efter the pubUshe 
tthe open Tener. Within a week, the rumble grew to under, 
‘Let ut graot chet the wext blsader wan partly cussed by rexenteet 
toward the Republicans for their yells of cage over the open letter. 
[Neverthelew, » tatermas of poise would have subdued his feelings 
for the wake of « larger victory. Frozen above the ears by fear of 
politcal defeat, Witvoo made a foo! of hiowelf ued guaranteed that 
‘ery debacle A Peace Commivnoa was to be appointed. Te war to 
nent, aot Wilsaa, but he United Staten, Whatever decisioas It 
t Feach would have to pam the ecretioy of the United States 
Senate, which alone has the pawer of ratifying testes, Waltoo acted 
‘if he had never heatd of tn desl ja Amenoan gaverament; for 
he named ay mecabers of the Committion not « single Senator 20r 
1 single Republicax. 
‘Thon the dulnen of your welled up io « tidal wave which, 1008 
ereatie, eogalfed him. 
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Ta ite mild, chronic form, the mode of dominance which we eal 
fear enomen s faint persistent timdaty. It cxutes ity owner sich 
trouble, far ig can lead to wcu nearly a8 wopid ax those brought oo 
by na pase. Code an lo common peo i the ony 
Jeni 
Tn prosperous times, the grmbter memnces the whole econcmir 
[294] 





‘MOROS 
sructare; ber ia epresicos, the baker taka over that usmavory 
‘lle, Hit tmidity, aned am the more digarSed form of caution, 
‘dhould have been most active ip checking lmaste specalation ding 
ig boame; but, ebrough tack of :ntelligence, be w enable to Ave 23 
that oceenon aed be Bem seth ather peopled money. The 10, the 
‘lad, the hurrah boys, the 1.000% proBieers, aed all thar odorous 
ang know Row to ovecawe the timid soul. They excite hin with 
‘ales of quick gains, fast ture-overs, poluical pe, and all the other 
Roku; snd if be wall sands fore xgavaat thot 
Nomewhat and butt of going to » more 
doa, Unaally dhat di 
may poncss. How the ara chaages, though, when troubles comel 
"Customers a2 trouble come as hasible pertioners. This ves the 
ool « chance to compessate, He acts like the cowardly big 
tor i he foment of ke toys Now he towla uci tot 
beard glare, shaker his head, eves socece et pleas for loans, Al this, 
fof course, harmonszes with hi decper fear of lowog moncy. How 
pleaaot, eo, to play the part of » powerfal persooality! Ignores 
‘people prame hiss, while the councey sks deeper und deeper {nto 
























Imered in order to pve « wholeiozse impetus to iodostry and trade, 
the banker freezes all he cash reverves Ts there « Geld which cannot 
‘ammon 1 clond of wrtaeues? Metropolitan real eatate has wtfered 
bhardly lw thas the acre of the western wheat {aroer. Lawrence B, 
Cummiagy, vice prendent of Doegias L. Elliman & Co, one of 
‘New York's most important cealry fms, recenty told the Amecican 


‘Constructo Coune:l (atthe Biltmore Hotel, New York City, Me 
11,1931) a lite about the teuth. Said he, mech too pobiely: 





“There are, however, two artiGersl obatacles to the normal re- 
covery of eal erase, Oue re the tittede of the average banker, 
‘hove Knowledge of real esate ia Iczuted ax cocapared with hb 
Krowedge of other secunties. Taroagh nandity,eogeaderod prob 
Bay nt eof underanding, th bie! bat ill de 
served wonort of wa ‘use onenta Thit atatide 
Tetlecid to the tatoce of certain bank esamiaert, dat te 

Part be struck i-om the Int of the bank ten.” 








HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
remarks oa real extae lou=s. He went to far an m attert that tinid 
Ibankers were dhrntliog American businem and deferring recovery. 
‘Troe, many bankers offer sincere, well remsoaed defeae of thcic 





they have shown abvord panic is « scostin that calls for at least 2 
tance of courage. 
Lean coofrm this unpleassnt fact penonally. During 1981 1 
ily as adviner to x geatlecnen who fouad howell ina 
infu sisation a» « realt of huviog ievened too large a fracton 
supe in metropolitan lots and aparemenc. Though he held 
In exces of $600,000 1a 4 doves or more parcels ead owned 
tn interex in two factories appraised at uot Jem then $150,000, 
rts unable co obtain a loan of $25,000 from any of wx roajor banks 
‘Truc, there were a few legal complications arising trom the fact 
‘hac moch of his seul estate was held ia partsershyp; bet, even with 
all chat written off the books, be could wll show cletrausett of mort 
‘haa. $250,000. What did the bankers say to taut? 
‘We have an agreeneat acicag cxttelve” sud oar who bocume 
lovaly trunk, "to devde every apprainal by five when connidering 


ut the apprasers make allowances for depremed valustions, 
before they turn in their figure” I remarked. “St, a1 one of the 
bem epprauer actaily did with this property, they tr thee Sures 
‘by 30%, for aufery' take, do you cot that to 20% 2" 

‘Yen. We have to he very cautious these daya” 

It this 1 not stapidity foonded on cowardice, shea our whole 
Twrochuze has been written in ria. 






















Comptes 


‘The compliant atitade renal in i mort screamingly funay 
Didities whenever a group of people amemble and pau tesotatioat 
on goons weighty mater. This does not regoleciy occur if the nabject 

gly seotioeetal; it requices an jemuc on which the 
ricipants Somsly, even to the point of being exsotional 
‘he ppt mechani proces fom, 











Moros 
‘The Seat member of the poop andenty decires Pian A. The pecond 
member advocates Plan B. Te thicd fights for Plan C. What, am, 
if all zoe bappen to be complians iz the mates? The Fkeliett out 
‘came :s thet etch man plds bereocioutly to the wishes of the other 
twa. “Atte: you, Alphoose!" “After you, Gaitos!” As exch gives 
‘way othe others, what enule? A plan meitized, a vacuous and hary 
program coatusing romethiag Like the Jeust common denominator 
ff al three good plaay with cone of their apeciic vires, 
Coonider recent instanee of tnr—ested here only Because of the 
status af the perwaalitis coacerned and te vastness of the itnen 
tavolved: the Gal st of reratstony pawed ia 1931 by the United 
Staten Chamber of Commerce and the 1a 
‘Comeeres, at their rpring conveatioes io Weshingies and Atlantic 
iy. The aoble alm was to deflae the position of the heads of 
bunnew throughout the world towad the scosomle criss an 
‘main poliuesl-tocla ialuesces aederiying st. More den 1,000 Ie 














‘ue from the Tntereationsl Chamber. Jt proves to all obvetricians 
tad ineresuonai the (ty of big beim man i ¢suton 
ke that eaafro alt today. 

ram 1 oalon cme hee ghy ees of burs ond bbb, 
(able, wall bred, aver eager to please. Suppowedly more experienc 
and better tram 1a buniew than anybody ele on exrth, what did 
‘they avelve in the course of their dianery tut, dancey and intimate 
chats? Prociely aero. Thest reofatioes are too long (and silly) 9 
eprint here: Jet ic go with the remark dhet they did not graze & 
vagle teal wane mor propose « uagle procedure On tude with 
uma, aot « peep. On tare (which even lite boyy now knew arn 
f world menace) scarcely more than the politely concealed belch 
of an old dame with dyspepsis. Go disarmament che utnel pious 
wah that everybody woald please be good: aot even 4 mild plan, 
uch an the Cecil group's proporal for dat 25% cot in arma by all 
auons, was recommended. On war debt, ome exipty babble £9 
the effect thar “tbe integrity of itereational obligation is not incon 
intent with a2 iepartial examinatice of the eftca of these obliga- 
‘oss an insecaational trade, if warranted by changed economic ena- 

om Wes tly anda, ie yom Bat 





























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
the deepest, loudest, moet muical bray rerounded ia the declaration 
which comes clout eo exying seething: ic was reolved thet na1.0ar 
tbudgers ought to be balanced, bur with 0 wocrease ux taxea. TAAL 
tandate 140 the old rhy=e. 





"Mghe,oy go oi erm? 

es, any deritog. 

Hang’ yoor tlothes ox ¢ hickory lub, 
‘But Goer go eat the water 








What the barde of babbittey wonld rng wat 2 plannve 
Aelivetance from income taxer “Ad that a? leat n't compl 
0 we shall not score ct ogsioet chem Cibed from onc end of Americe 
to the other for there blend of wupsdity and cowardice, they 4t leant 
tarve ope useful purpoue” Ohest enfertle cogitstioas show the evile 
whch flow from compliance in group actions A minute record of 
the convention would even! the ovsal deadlock of genulse opinion, 
‘with cater strong fectings on all sides of every enajr ioe. Ta auch 
4 sisanet, co well mantred rateman would be es rue 
stack and’ cruth another well maccered geatlemaa's wither 
‘public resolution So the world suddies along without the 
‘woetly compliant fol—ex une 

Softly compliant mex have cost America 4 pretty mim, for from 
tharr wenk, conciliatory condact low many etupidines of State This 
exsotion led to the Spanuh-American War 

Prendeat McKinley wat kindly soul, but hike many another he 
found i tifeul waving at deinen, MeXialey, 1 ut et 

ly ted hooey oped for peace atthe tim of 





















ich would have exaped the cosfler But Presi 
dent McKinley, m his vcerer's famous phrate bad ‘no more back: 
ave than 2 chocolate exlai President McKinley for « tame did 





‘aoching.” Hoping for peace, he wil prepured for war. Wha finally 
driven to decision, however, e ell raddied the fence. “A fricad 





‘White Howe ia » rate of boiling indignities. ‘Do you know what 
tat whimlivered cur up dere has done? He ban prepared toe 
(2987 





‘MOROS 
aictages ove for war snd one for pence, and doctn't knaw whith 
cone tn end fal" * 

‘Again and sguin McRiniey' characierunc foxey-sundedeent de- 
layodhie decinom, "... up tothe very lat be went ro have toyed 
‘with the ides that he cvald wall concoct an armed saberveatvon with- 
cout beginning war. Wher aa dhs same aftersooa the Preasdeat at 
art gave the word, ¢wsa a word devised in that poculiax ambiguity 
‘which wer ro utrikieg s charecterinic of Bis ratoumesthip, MF. 
MeKinley ordered a “blockade” But « definite ordae had faally 
‘been given; Mr. Long despatched it by telegraph to Admural Samp- 
seo, ani the Seer which had beco owinging 10 loeg to us anchats 
to the harbor at Key West was at lest ustenized’ 

Grover Cleveland, writing to Secretary of Sut Olney, on the 
day after MeKinley’s dectarzton of war, made the remo posat abot 
‘bw ind but wealc-kneed varcewoe: 














With wl allowances T cam male... I cannot averd « focling 
of share and nomi Tt wea me Be Ce ne 6 no 
shee cu aud mts eed faecal 
‘omplesuance and party hero. nat Wiehe 
Sorance, but of uate weakest sot eamted with pelea me 
‘He kacw, or ought to have known, the cunedaew of 

lise sod ho tar abubaary wereed oguont Lex end yr be ha 
suradered tothe former and ven hw couhidence to the ler 
‘he Henate would ot hettate to leave him 10 the Torch ad Loo 
sell ene am igeocral and the idol 
of the popu 
‘ecsatoa, and Mules will be comeneauoned General of the Army." t 


‘And finally, lst you doubt Mr. McKioleys lack of self-schance, 
cannder the menas whereby he decided at leet that it was 
hhosoruble end jut for the Usited State to annex the Phily 





















‘been made. The Protident had bees receiving the 
‘wan about t depart. Suddenly be wopped thea. 


"Hold a moment fenges lemen! Before 
gol woul! hie wy fat s we shot ike Phioppine boron, 





Jelegation, which 
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s+ The teats is T dide't want the Philippios, and when 
‘axicto une pt fam the gods, Tid ot know what 7060 wt 
them Pseags coma née Democria aswel 
Ubliins—bet gor he help. I choogst Govt we would ‘ake 
Sar Main; thes Lstoas tee otter lange perhaps ates 
‘walked the floor of the White Hose ighe ater Soght chi imid- 
IgM and T am ot weed well ZOE, ewlemen, tht I went 
detent mp tae and ‘Rianighry Cos for light end oid: 
‘Wand one might late We came wo me this way—T don't know haw 








tis, but it tame: (1) ‘That we could oot give them back 10 
‘Spaiothat would be cowardly and dishonorable; (2) that we 





Poca's was; nod (4) that there was 
‘othing left for dt take th an dese 
Blugliey sod opt vd Cetin nf Giranioe tem, ve 





leep = dept 
Lisehaly, the Loed and American lcoperialum wore in accord, 

‘And me pri tou ox our progr of gece thnks 

Gas the undecided MeKialey, who fain would please every: 
7. 


‘This amiable complasuace of poor até McKinley 










than anywhere ele. Thote who seiler from it cal st nary 

“hile shove who get its benefits call it good nature, lindhecetednen, 

saad service. McKinley wat ade to order for dominant spirit like 

Mark He, who picked him for the White House dummphip. 

Probably aise out of tex American corporatiag lawyer, eagracer, 

Congresses, and college profestors diapiey much ofthat sume rect 
tcrvience tothe atom, Every foreign abvcrver notice it. 

‘The newer religion of “Bernice” ix, at hear, thie form of 
piiance, ethoogh im devotees rrive—and many of them quite 
cxtaly, too—to maka it « creed of loving Lindo pare and vimple. 
‘But alae out of ten busiaci mex are not investing ther capital for 
the mike of humanity; dey are out for profte—and why aot? Thelz 


vey me 
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‘Monos 
sncertors, aclling goods to « thoroughly erapid and igao 
‘were able to amau fortunes by aduluersticns, 740d, 
chicnnery of salecmen, Coocet emptor seus engraved deep on their 

Bat tues changed. Peopte slowly exrad haga, grew ficky, 









"3? The walkers Ged sot Like this at all Tan commer tothe 
sorpe of fat profs froc fetheads. Bat « few leaden saw how t 
ake maney by readelag srvice—-o thir pra epeam capraized 
£2 And thenceforth twas tplied “Service,” which Was idecd cap 
tal, St wan purely and vimply an act of complying with « growing 
Public demmad. Now the coarumer veatsted albeit fecbly, at rx 
Pte domiaaia the weae. And woder peenue of Gere campetnon 
‘orine eo eld, auklag  wcte ofthe new assrnty. 
Compliance rote sill deeper ia the Americas sate. At itt 
cele we se it et in bine bot ix poli and ia meters woch- 
dng civil Lbergy. Here the epectacte feriy batten the foreigner 00 
Tom than the old ale American wha preterred that good old Beg 
moto, "Newo me impase lacenit” to the aiezy pulaver of Sernce 











Sail 


‘The mbmissive perce, cemathe Win. M. Marston, freely end 
plessantly abates bis ows will and orge in order that he may be 
directed by anather, ytroager penioo ewcapally ike himself, e Jentt 
nao far as the treads involved ic the vabmimve act aze concerned, 
otroapoctively, be wants and kes to yield belplawly and without 








dosninast perioa want him to do something good for knmscl, tome- 
thiog which be woold truly Like to have ot Be; 






‘elves that the dominant pervoe can sid a atts 
‘of more deftly than he, the mbsaunive, cox do ut by bimelf. 

‘Manion alo shows i any cave studies and expenzent,” thet 
the commonest form of rabaiaioa appears ia the juelding of ado- 
escent giv te Gir owa meterx Telian ict wows partcterly 
rote to this attitade; the wort eae of an adalevccot ruined by 








vee te 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘mather domiauton in ry oa pertoeal cexocda is hat of ap Amer 
itor dvogherr of « Nexpalitas mamas. Ar the tge af Sey, 
ths gir fice came ino ny Band for recducation and quickly drove 
te  dexpuir; for Tcoold noe break down her ater rorrender © 
ther mother olightese wishes. She wall enjoyed this abject exineoce 
{a up of ber intelleeoal coaviction the twat harming ber cazeet 
She wen exieuy Like crog addict whe like Ge wa wile hing 
{and inbetween dove, sigh to break the odious abit. 

‘Tha cimort waiver plenantca of sulminion probably goer 
back 0 infancy. The babe in ara i yer subminive to tone man 
sitll acts of hue and mother whch he comes 10 eojoy. Thea the 
furan of plesnare with rbmsaion readily tends fo encourage further 
txperimenta with te attude. Toe chal reedily fale va with the 
‘ole of Dear Teacher, at sock a9 be goes 1 schol. OF coun, if 
Dear Teacher fas te maiatin the agreetbe domiaetion to which 
the child he been aceustered, the spel is soon Broken. But $9 our 
‘mr country a eat, the mare fact tht neti all elemeneary teachers 

aca makes it hard for the pupil to shake of De x0b- 

10, i yong wom; and Ie na paychologal 

fact that ali of w iactiae wo eubol readily vo agreeable people who 

clowely rexable eather eenelves of those whan we alraty Bold 

Mo niin wll eee calc the Sabb of our preet 

(ereraton duc to nothing Bot sweet dociity ix the Sire Rive or a 

Jere af achacl. Bpintlew Amercaoreod wwe have iliat of then 

2efre 4 plague; Yet we have cay ourselves to hleme, fore Bave 

tot oaly femunlzed thar edecation but we ive, at least aati gate 
recuatly, Jatin it woo. Of ths later, mare pete. 

‘Anathct reason why ve masy youag people early become subeis 

their eatal Cod and Sow of energy, especialy oo 
he higher the Eases Way—evea when, 
am woe lower Jevel of activity, it uy be renown or nocetort 
aie AI is 






































blood of the toler, the moni, end the merely rmpid maa who leta 
thers ran him alwayn. The razziScanoat of low-grade loaders and 
bliadnem remain « siaery ancl the peculiar economy of submis 
‘a thoronghly comprehended. 

Look, Sct, a¢ the Ele pict aged Se, let on xy—whoto mother 
ten our sla Seri he woof rect obese. 1 ae ery 





eneegens, ds hate ger, whute mother sf 
‘be litle obninion. $ot20 1 the ble gl 
Gre aad mepteal let motes sc bee © obey aot the al ak why 
snd how and whes aud t what eed—antil mather is exer exhauted 
tr elu loser her power to commend 
the reasons for the order. Lf, however, the litle gil is either dis. 
‘unelly fee arencous than her mother or lew iotelligest and ler, 
mother hus a greet advantage, thanks 10 the relative wiidom and 
ower of her greater age, to my nothiog of tatore and prestige, 

‘Cantider, fist of all, thea, the thoroaghly dull inde irl, the 
struggles wth ber shoe lace unl worm out. The trick of looping 
fludes her wit and fingers. When all worn out she whimpery; then 
‘mother rune aod voothes her “Let Momay &x the naughty vhoesriag, 
dearie” The lutde gel thea relaxes comfortably while mother a 
just the shoettrng. An hour later, the Ince gel weasiea of trying 
‘to prt the letters of the alphabet; she breaks her eed peacil pont, 
msi p the paper, get her Bix and B's backward, ond goves up: 
‘Again mother comes to the revcse. Agus our dering dullard re: 
{axes and watches mothee make the letters. 

‘Thut i the exty Ife Tt appeals to Youag Stupid mainly becavre 
learaung to do ures endleay, wearwome tra 
tad errors if ose's te tagguh. [tas hurd for an Satethyeot persoa 
‘oapprociate the ram and sanoyance of toch efor. Out bet i 
‘of sty I dink eve blank fanngue into which & 

tes hour of wrestling with « problem which 
‘hw grayp. Floreece Matter, whote wide expenence with backward 
shildcea gives her “the linea} buach” a tha matter, emphasizes 
the energy shortage accurately. She rast: 






































"There i ne duerence hard to derenbe, but al whe 
oom defecive and normal children often recogmire tin gaa 
fe derece blo aay qunctsie fot hay Gamers 
Brn. rr thal wth sc te evctoouay it Dad 
‘fort Eecemary to log 

fin ihare hn eacigy rhe demand chops, wih 
‘ancrete timalt cas Evoke tansfuctory responot Bat ihere 
‘tough motive cower to meet the demand for repent: ta the fa 
Teintlaons snae by sbacrac ideas, dori, priocipls, ee. Bat 
UeCnormelekild uw exrey Gigereet. Ele Lves Gly uss Socaras- 
toa of acai. He nese, Sood.ag, sping with every 



















HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘new stn responding wich growth to every now demand made 
‘Upon ian. 

‘The deseciption throws togetber under one heading the sxeray 
which is required for teanag aad chat uted 1a dealing wich th 
rived snusiion. So far as our pretcat ‘opie is eonceraed, sia it fair 
enough; Mateer eaoches the heart of the stupid child's problem here. 
For all practical parpown it makes liede duflreace whether the 
Child porewes simple teultivity with 90 supporting motor energy 
for caperimentiog, lextaiog, and applyiog ocw experiences, oF 
whether be lacks even the acoral energy whach rataine the sent 
tray lng Ta ier ce, e ecko 

‘Bacural coonceny be? It it clear, Hl 
ve val eek sinfcey ie sence nih eal 
curry; and chat, for the arupid coe, cieaay chuely minimal meatal 

‘ort. A healthy snupid pertoe does aot resent phyucat labor; 00 

the exntrary, be enjoyt it ep 10 4 certs poiot. It ooly when the 

‘work buffic him that trouble eosces. 

The healthy, well muscled person af marked geveral stupidi 
naturally tands ta adopt the rabminive atttade ix all matters require 

ng meena effort beyond his abilities. And the poorly muscled or 
rail or richly pervon dae: Kkewise in situations requiring physical 

‘exertion bopond his abilities, Prail and sickly stupid prople 

thersfore deably rebmivion. 

‘This is the Basie Way for tean of millions. It always will be, 
100, Here le the orgin ofthe lore of Cherch and Stet, of monastery 
and army, of huecarchy acd bustancracy. By and large, we may 1st 
‘up thur: the Chorel ia the Eauee Way for frat and sickly 
people, while tie State ix tho Easieg: Way for healthy, ative dal 
ards Tam net apesking about the few dominant leaders of exter 






































sceuracy when 5 to i 
‘ares gt fo grocralt; followers aed woderhgs i A branches of 
civil and extlesanical service, aot to cvangeiuts and archbishops 
sud barean chiefs, 

‘Unequivocally the thinkers in Chore und State accept this inter. 
pretation. Read Loyola and Machiavelli on thi, If you wish. 
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‘An Acitrian army oficer of the old régime wrot, many yetrt 
go,» book an "The Morale af Teoops in Peace aad War” which 
ner mary avthorincs bave oftes quoted a4 a model, Amoog, 
other vigorous eruthe blactly aated for the ealghieumest of er 
(granu and wecoad Lieutenant, we God thus: 


“Live and let live in poor ssota far an army. Contempt for 
‘u's awn comrade, for tae Tox, and, above al, fr ll, 
tra damanded of enerybody by war. [tis och bewer for an army 
ial fo trees, to cruel oo bacbaroun, thas o bet Heat 











‘The argument goo on to show that, vo the fret smtance be mutt 
tuhnit absoletey tothe authority of hs wapeciory; and, se this mu 
‘mumion, fe must become 2 inUer. Sopertically this ix « paradox, 
fat contradiction But ifs not aa ipasnble prycine duality. The 
‘cue reseables hypaosis omewhat; ones the bypaoticapell 1 eat 
inhed, the pera can be commanded to perforea many thingy teem- 

1B prepowcrou. The very sarreader of thuakiog tad will, how 
‘eve, iv exuctly what males all things pomuble under the spell, {can 
ven hediewe that « stupid provate mighe neceecd if promoted to tp 
sergeant, Trve he would then be giving orders to his squad, but all, 
hha orders waeld, ix reabty, originate m a mind higher ap; po, ia 
the final enalyia the anders would be mere trnaviattoas. The power 
te dominate woeld nce well op ux doe vxgeant bimelt. 

"The peychology of the commas soldier ao wel! keows that we 
ated waste no specr oa tt bere Whet ia not well known, hough, 12 
shat natural electing worky caatismoaly fo attract ata the tank 
of the tegults army the huaby sub-everage mund and te epet from 
them the rail and the actly dullerd ax well wx the domiarcring, the 
feqocnntric, and the perfect walenmen or diplomat. (We cannct di 

Tinea emer Fae by CY BE te se Mee em 
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History OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
cuss coccript arouse imply because this form of artificial selection 
dragh all corm: and coadins of mea into te barracks) Some of 
the finest sldies, uilors and mucins in oot ows service have come 
direc com inmsratioas for feebiemladed. Tey are ceat-cut cha 
tad pertoaly cherasog, av «ral; the ely and the brawlers cane 
tor ge by. When gueca& chance ro make the aoe of thie abi 
Tin few happier, more agreablefllowy than thee, 

Tn  Giresly eompetive worl, their vpecica Sc bet ofall ito 2 
setary sve which rliewea haz ofl mastl ello, food ter, 
lother thee, protects thee health ance eectvely than most cri 
Jans protect their, pays hex al they are worth, and, after a life of 
fubaniveney, peanoss them of handsomely. Army officer tel ne 
hat very few welders 22 ehe regolar army ever dever, and that # 
lange sumber of them ealist over and over, thereby ghowing the 
food sense aad their mupalacion, Wath earefl sorting, America 
sould easly nd wabamsave young men t Gil « wanding arny of 
five milion, 
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Submimive and over-compliant people vmally duplay opis 
tl these own. Init narare ce norte tht prodscer such? As 
1m bath fa tore unaaalyzabie itegetion: Many « man 
‘nderdog, © beware; bot ls yellow wreak browdeen and brighton 
tinder certain curcuetancea wich fie theast im, doen crush hs, 
td Gaally beound kim These eucunsances often fore wiio 
emer the emis of climat, soi, beat, the herd, und other 
tome aatures peeuhe to the Tepes. So, 26 the lange sees, they 
are gographica), When we pan Beyond this Short Tatrodsction 10 
{rion ody of local wapidsoes, we aha ave seazes dhe map 
forthe many satura! bovadarey of eationa, racial, end commosity 
ulnew. And, Geof all ic wil be the dnc of the underdog that 
‘wll eoacera ‘us; not becaute it is she hey t the whole mater bot 
‘ther becaste it ix the Ste place, moat coorprcuoue and, inthe 
teotad place, of trecendoot weal tad. poltcal impertnoe. For 
the pretext, we mex content ourelves wath :adicanag eetcly the 
problem, i approtches, and sundry poulble explanationn 

‘Where he ior cgins of she world wfoy do we tnd 




















‘MOROS 
condvtcas faveting the submitaive pertonality? This question he 
never ben anrwered, buts deserves much asa: for i 1s hound 
sp with » host of comequentiel probleme ix potics and social etice 
No studeat of geography, climare, and popaienoes cas doobt thet 
certaa places tbex to produce an inordinate horde of pane sosh, 
Dewey has xaticed th ia Chana, and so seve many other wtsligeat 
traveler. It has beca repeatedly cheoaicled by Westerasra wha hare 
sgpected par of Inder and Siberia. And thounands of ptople have 
‘commented opon the artaaishing sebmissiveara of the Ancteann, 
In China, deanty of popslaton seems to favor the ordinary man 
who st hilt inclined to take thunge a8 they come. Sazely the mak 
tertul gersonality there hes « lum chance of outer ancora if he win 
omself sn oppontuoa to the enabbabed order at any posat. For the 
sheer mans of oppoceat be arrays apust bnsclf w almoat sorely 
fatal. Thi has been the hueary of every reform, good or bad, and, 
‘every attempted dsctstorthip mm Chuea for cxatonen Not one in» 
hundred succeeds even partly. Musery by Bight 1 also rertricied 
nor ate by the tact that there are few solstudss 19 which one may 
hee and eatablish 2 acw atae of affairs. There ss refoge 10 ch 
die menaatery ot the cobbert' cave, ané powhere ese. Where popt 
lution prewes thus, the eanex ofall ester adjurazeon is the socal; 
tind thir it Chinas cure. The family the chen, and the village dom 
te tho Chinese mind and bebevior. 
3f coun, bamd beat combunee with overpopulation to 
the advantage of the eubmanve mortal. It so mock eames to live 
Tong and keep your health wm that dreadful pemvasule sf you wt stonee 
dil beneath the banyan treo acd watch Une pans Thourands of 
‘have thes mabtiped the vabmive and, at 




















power-veckers to intrench theraelves 
“At for Biber, tbeze tome sexae in the conjectre thatthe effect 

of the steppes is partly peychue and pardy alimentary. The appall 
tmoaotony of the feature plas ntrctcbing sway to all horizona, 
Coupled with the heavy monatoey of black bread, ten, end greaae 
diahes, drives che masterfol aan fo hight. How can be linger where 
thse io aethg to cope sve the ndncepe an obig > be 
‘oar food and a uml ccaael sun from: the alc of crops? 

[Aifor dhe socially and arthcaly acined pectan, he steppe pte 
lowe crit bel Thy mat go ao i See Taro doubt 








HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘thi is why moat of Rssis's fatiend population tinger ceatunes be- 
upd the cert ot Earope mentilly and politcaliy. But the mater 
‘equirea mach iavexvgntca before sybody can citim that as proved. 

"Aura preveaus 1 mace facseatng web of human problems, partly 
Iecauve &t belong to our own world of afte and pry becuase 
the eames of her robasuivecen are most cbeure. The bald fat, 
however, ands tort clearly exoagh, except to thors who look 
‘hough the glates of prejedice. For generations, Ch couatry has 
‘anked sear a the bottom of the Leak the prodaction of materfol 
tod social peroeala of ackaowedged superiority Netag prover 
this more aeatly than the cxtraocdioary compart drawn by Ill 
‘worth Huntington io bis ater say of racial and repiona? charac: 

‘Using a bs i 
sopion hax iavexiqated the whole hit of emioeot onea sn Europe 
shtce the yerr 1600. He finds that, for every 10,000 of grou popala- 
tion, Ttaly bas produced more than three Gmes as many great men 

‘Auttria 3th Seatiaed, wih aboxt ooe-teath of Artin popu. 
ten, can clu O48 oolueanding pervooalies a ageinat Aurri's 

icy 125~or about fty timet a4 maty proporioasely. 80 t00 
‘with England, France, and Germaay. Mont rnking, however, the 
Ccamparsoa with Swtzerineé, winch xbuts on Autti, coutaisn OUR) 
Deron of the ame general rwcia stock and yet bar produced pro 
ortonstely acer tr tts ox many notice a3 Aur 

"All this becomes doubly ngoiscaat when we oburve tht, «mong 
the 125 great men of Auutia im dhreeceetoreg, the array of lds 
tnd_pollncan  loordinaely high. The tought mut occur to 
verpbody at once that thie ir precucy what we thewtd expect in 
land where the mates inctude au igordinately 
tririoe men aud women. For, cbvicall, a thes 
the opportunity of the (ow wauer(ol aggre 
find che bse eld of endeavor ia wat and politics Hence, i 
where there are few strong figares of sty sot, the f 
smilarint and ratesman stacd out 

do mich for the great. Now for the amall. The Buge and obvicut 
somite peteenings of Antriaas appeara to have Deea eubmis 
to 1 degree that has arowed the contempt of caserful obarvers 
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‘MOROS 
‘Azong the mountain Bwins nd the aorth German this fact paused 
into coonmom tlk toog, loog ago; tnd the near-by Balkan peogle 
Jhave far « similar length of tice, locked dows upon the Atsurian 
ss 4 worm hardly St for fabbeit’ You probably recall Bumerek's 
famous line: "The Bavarian ia un intermediate fore: betwoen the 
‘Aunsien aod Man.” Well, it can be matched over and aver 1m the 
local lore ofall peoples wise have come ino coatacts with the AUF 
(riua peatant and the lower clanes of Viewst. 
‘Two paltial eveom of St auguitude bave proved che truth of 
in opizson. The fir in the amazing carees of the Emperor Francis 
Joneph, whove rothiem despotiem and supreme contempt for bis 
oct, in the larger vease, are paralleled only by the eabelievable 
locity of theve same subject toward this emeziog medieval bes 
“The secood eveat isthe carefully calculated policy of Lezin toward 
the Auanaa mauer during his brilaat campuige of propagnods, 
‘This uitute poleal gesiss seat aguator into every other land, 10 
‘win convert for Rolobevisn; but he wasted no breath on the Aut 
wm perwond! acquaintance with them Lenio knew 
1 was elem to harangee such cate. The lovtact hin ageats stopped 
lulking, any policeman coald drive the berd beck inte live, Before 
the World War, xt wat as it has beeo ever sioce, Any petty oficial 
slwaye beva able to kick thera around. Even the tram condastore 
core and bully thea ia « manner which would be resetcd by the 
in the New York sabwsy. The Aanzao cadares dir, few, 
ficknest, poverty, abuse, aad injustice with the mme apathy. Dare 
sng the World War, thi bewildered our American chee 
Look, for innance, at the Vieonese, during the wer and after, AL 
Monza E. Taylor put it 












































“Tse complacecy and uacecnplaiing patience with wiuch twa 
rillioa people dorlog the pure warer ie Vieuea codured cale, 
‘Terkneu, and hutger were & continous terre to tbe Anvericans 
inthe iy. fae Vina ie he rer at 
wus aot compleccney bat more ate 

rout iotepettos at eustae a prdminasee of he artic 
Srer the pracel antares The Vacnooe Go oot seem 19 rele 
ick: positon. They shiak oely of the goriom pax of thelr cy 
sod do not sealing that te dtucunon la Pay concerss worely 
‘whether tay are doably or oebly bankrapt: 
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Mr. Taylors eharituble Interpretation does not act tbe Aur 
of empidiry. [t merely mya the sure ding thet Bionarck 
rece words. People who ere unible apprehend 2 
‘Stuatin in wich sey happen le ate ore ors eloteligeat— 
thar i if they have been given reamopable te for eppreheasion 
‘And people who Live he glia of chels oma pax may be exceest 
‘thers and even pataly fod tccond-ee artnse-00 great acust 
fer Uves tn the past; but they cannot be sated ar dhakog beng 
‘Aad i they acape bugs, cold, ead sbuse withost recone, they 
tru not eves high-grade uoeall, 

‘All his uabaxisivenene may be pathological. I beve beard compe 
teat medical mes advance th dheory Ut ce prevalence of venereal 
divas and plagues in the Danube Valley ie raponable for the 
‘teria. Butte Berd coovioe mr, feamoch ax many ater Dan: 
‘be peoples sary inferred ext 0 mach larkadaisel at 
tude, Look athe Mages tod the Ber, fr astance. No, the origist 
Ii i dasknew; aod we cannot vee thes ct pom.” 

‘Do not cance troy all thie thera such wbmives ate fit- 
aces, Tithe falacy of may obververt. May pewive Avian 

rads 4 jolly lite. He dwells on the surface of things, He « ena 
beer, his incredibly doll newspaper, hve skat, his mutener 
the Tyrol ha werin, and the re une fa the garden Around 
thee pramivedelighea he crane it ne. Feora the Mager word 
the withdraws, oe im the tema of Bosiog i ey masterfal perwont 

the sea of igpoting ic Ba T a sow wag 
the term succom an failure, chowanads of these Avram ate te 
comes. It is only when we view them objectvely, 
backgroud of al erential fe aad the sages 
swe anny apeak of them as Diack dle. Tae ace eaty bea ghatly 
Jhitore, bor ita personalities may will ata serenity dod happies 
haa gy whee man Non, eh ye ors 
of allen bet 

Hitherto America hasbeen, an the whole,» poor habitation fot 
soksminives. (1 igeare, of coor, the era ot davecy dows South, 
ding which te doit Backs Gouciehed w never befoze or snes} 

te de re nt ne eta net Ree me 
aii gain eeepc ten bioee eenaree 







































‘MOROS 
Gor caper, aw soatzeat, for some thee ecnarcs,fevored the 
‘uater, the hard hitter, the hair-trigger sos, and the pioneer farm- 
schuotze. Woe to the man who guve ia rwecly fiend ow foe! 
He hadnt x chance, Sooner or leer some ick seouadcel came sheng 
and plucked hice clean or cse ect bie throat at dude along 4036 
iiry roe. 

"But the seas changrt. Out sciey becouse popotour, 
fied, and adapted to all sora and conditions of men Once upon # 
Xie, withia the memory of mao, there wat roam wth top. Today 
there ch sare rom tthe tam. Bo wes xc ie we 

{0 murvive fo ever growieg ewer, to Sed x comforcable 
thoagh oe! existance watewher Bear the boi of Uae oaey 
sealc, und there, by dist of mlipiying, eveosally iherit the earth, 

they dd Yong ngo ia Atin and met of Burope The collet 
ted his mspenive face above the easdiog whest. Tae fields 
fall of his kind Tomorrow, be will rule the lds, (That ia unle 
‘we hit upon « plas of eiiisation) 

“At we biog oan uatimely end tis dicoaion, nay T rar again 

poste minvadertandiag? We have spoken of sobuiuive, pe 
9 in the O18 Worl. 1 would sot have the conclusion draws 
that everybody who accept the bar fivieg conditions of Chisa, 
Teas, Taly and Jepan is predocicanty a roboinive person ‘That 
Inmot rue While milioos ef wabasasver ure thre tobe found, m4sy 
‘ther millions appear sa whem thece is be tace of that devitaliciog 
stirude They say be deveribed in a phrwe ar survinal per which 
iayt cither throngs apathy or through aoshain support by 
copiom and mozphine We have touches on che drug addict elie 
‘where. Keep in mind thet he i» ever to be food es the nde parte 
of the meek and the lowly. 











equated, 
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Inertia, es such, is acther srapidity nor the accemary crnse of it 
‘But a0 mile it the Liak between the two charecietirtce chat people 
comnmoaly snuane them ta be ane. Siaggivhooe pauses for datacu, 
4 vw response forthe iasbiity to reapoed. The careful reader can. 

Iready deweet the thin wedge of error here, He oat, ere this, have 
esa a pce pas cs se ety 





HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
iawoeasursbly complex form of physical and obey the sme lew:, 
though in forma scascely recogaiesbie Ho know thet the precise 
ralation besween the water of pervonslity recsiving 4 2¢W impres: 
ion aed the latter iself ue enentilly Like the relttien between 
large volome of chemical in some emalsion and 4 slay drop of « 
‘ew chemical poured into the sace. 

‘The secerving mass may react ro the inc 











ig trickde in « Bua, 





‘0 it exay react so slowly thus weeks puss before the retole 
ity. Agale, the volume of each subitance, the 
temperatures, the premures, the degree of fostantion, and many other 
condinont caver ato the process. Thes 1a the domaine of aman 
experiences end reactions: any thingy other than genuine inseott- 
ity may lead to feeble response or no response at all. Thin, you 
‘wall remember, war the difficulty we came up option at the very 
contact of these inquiries, when we found coxcy wherein we could not 
ffereatiate wtpidity from ignorance or both from some fixation 
abit. Now that we bave Icarsed more abour procenecy, range, 
i Nevels, we mune returs for « moment to chet problem 
First let ut acquit of all rapidity, in the invidoout scote of the 
teem, thous who are fram Miniour, dhe hetlthy, cautious donbtese 
‘who Zoutt be thown. They irritate wi many a time, We canaot rest 
at they mast be dull, for they adenit themuclees 10 
‘be incapable of ceiag the merits of « beef cr practice which seam 
to us utterly cbyicks. Ie thi opines we betray our own ignorance 
of the part which the moxt delicate ordering and arranging af ex- 
periences playe in sensitizing oF to wowoething new 
‘The new school af socislogts han bece correctly wtroming of late 
this very fact In the broader Seld of ducoveries,Inventiaes, tech- 
‘niques, and the tive of epecial sciences and industries, Ogh, above 
jghtenlag sredy, “Social Change,” makes arch of the 
inner neceuity (almor: Hegelian at tomes!) that cegulaey the se. 
sqeence of mms higher imellecon! aed creative affsira Fire there 
Ihnd to be the gat cogine before an extomotite was powible, Then 
there had to he » highly refined design of gas eagice before the e- 
plane was pouible. Discovery of X rays aod sadism inevitably pre- 
folded the weathematical elaborations of the weve theory and the 
experiment remting fom these which soos led 19 radio and now 
1312} 
















































‘MOROS 
boat to give ut television. And so on. To all of which T would 
aprend, a foomote, a teres of zo marks for peychalogy. 

Coane the placer ike spord of mind in dhe Mexicans who live 
thin a mone’ throw of the Usited Seater Fifty yards ot w fram 
their back doors they see the active progrem of buzzing civilization 
—ia California and 1a Texan, They seed but crow the bridge over 
the Rio Grande to watch the cvidence of vamtinduitral development 
—good highteays,eany tranaportmuoa, arw modere buildings, lec- 
meg, saatunco, the means of simple and fast commuticanoa. Yet 
does thi modern panorama wiloeace their owa vtay of living? Not 
a all. They lve ao—happy 40d 6lthy—content to follow the way 
Of primitive mae. 

‘The Menicans of Juares, bet 2 few hundced feet from El Pato, 
‘Teas, ate pleased t9 continue life ax they lived it wa the Old Stone 
‘Age Bltsfally iscasitive to the filthy, germ-aden air, quite wmpet+ 
‘rou to narcow, disty sree, they bargsia ang trade at thet open 
rmurkct where ancect meat lit open and expored to sweeping, 
‘ptthage and lens, feacbizem dope Worea and chuldren with 
marked face struggle chrough Ghe wroets, Sometimes even a vicion 
Bl plsiedehopernp wlyaiteng she adirsers 

gy nt begging. 00 cathe, thers javodiced face wad shinny 
‘apturned for « couple of pesoe dropped into scramay pal. 

"Many of these creature, to be ware, are beyood all Jearmag. Bot 
tore wufler from acthing worse thas peychic inert 
form, They requate  yeer to reach conclutons whick locker natares 

io 10 a few musuter New experiences percolate thur nervout 
tyreema 40 lowly Ouse they seem never to make headway. They are 




































Jean learning 

Por maay years ia the early 19th eantors, Wallet setrodueed 
daylight eeving bill im the Beith Haase of Commons Always it 
-met with rode defeat. Daglight saving? Laughtble! Of course toch 
1 aily scheme coold not be of any poruble ase. In vain Willet said 
ithad been succemfully tred before—even in Aacicat Renae. There 
‘etch houe was lengthened beyead ety ensues inthe summet, and 
shortened again ¢ ike amouat ia the winter. Irland, 10, hd nsod 
daghght saving, In 600 AD. the Trish vied a dual equtern of gum 
dais, The hoor of the summer set were eighty minawe ang, In 
the wins ech er wr bt fry sins ng, Wilt expand 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
and argued in vain. The Home of Commons sizply conlds't get 
the poise 

“Mout Americans belicre dat daslightsnvig lnen ngeesou heme 
which we recently devised, Teanks to the premure of wr, ever 
hove dollatt of citzeca, our strc and federal legitiatory, sdopred 
‘he mice. Yet ia 1724 Bealamla Franklin publiely advocatad the 
Scheme, to econoauze ox candles. But he talked to deaf car. 

‘The txbilty ofthe Brisk to adopt what verm Uae mont obvious 
‘methods for industrial progres ia in thin cue which Bir Herbert 
‘Avatin bemnese, ahece peythccincrie. Tt is bot one phise of tbe 
cies habit of "meddling dhrovgh:" One of the mon wcenfel 
of Eegiab automobile anuactacer, Sur Herbert seme monsin ag0 
addreued the Tanttuion of Aunomabile Exgiacer, of which he is 
Present. He complaieed that the Britsh method of taxing aa the 
bait of engine capacity wae a wrious drawback tosnduatrial progren. 











“Flow auch dus canned meted of eateuenng 

raxatn puspoves hae coat the Hritish mation in fon export trade 
Hh would be impownbte even to estimate. Dengoere ere. wll 
shld keep th borer rato uprapornonate for econ 
fenuler The Amarcan manatactarer hes berehted enarmoutly by 
‘ur persistent folly and is able ta produce hut veucles conmider- 
bly cheaper bythe adoption of w mortersiroke and larger bore." + 


for 
rt 


‘Too lute did Sic Thomas Lipton, shat magzificeat, lovable old 
tportiman, discover that ourworn shupbsilding methods and tech- 
rigrs cat acver compete wth the matt up to date developments of 
modern scieace. And the Bestsh, indeod, are beginning to wake op 
to tha Lergar significance of the Grand Old Mae's defeat, on the haat 
America Cup race 

‘As Charles Selden makes clear ie she New York Pines, 




















Wm not he mapping ota halyard aap of he mar 


it wupgettive of "of Great Britis ecooarme 
tea od many people ak a. x 
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"Can the British mndividealist type of manufacturer and mer- 
chant coniaue m@ hold is owe epuion a chasz-rare world? Can 





fat the wach af te acre ia anstonsen for 
SP ist eucree police! gaton, for Seley Bell 
the Conrervutive Judes, accuse Wilain Gahan, ibe? 
Prenat ofthe cand c¢"Fase. was bn Bovopens wn tose 
piss, of tpiag to compel Bsvais To Sght wh word be ued 
rte eget evens trmed sah molirs hery arog 


‘The Englith sce opportwauts plogeed with ioeras, They are 
couerranve but not eactoaery. Like Sir Thamar Lipo, when 
thy one ae filly conviaood of ther overéiga ned mots they 
‘allingy sith potcen aod sctap cid sdeat to take advange of 
Their new ktowiedge Never aetagoene to the new, the Engl 
tre merely dow se chaagiog 

‘This whole mater of payee wertia leads ws mnto many fatciaut- 
fg mecalatonn Low rao in et the wae a8 30 velocity x 
ven ifthe former etapa the elecrvee altogcher. We probebiy 
find, up aed down the eamal Kingdom, 4 mice divingunbabie 
speeds of nervou raponae We sscine too rendly tm nterpet the 
ery fse wt eaca andthe very slaggah spit oF total ack 
a eapacsy. 

Bots conclusions may be wc askew. To the spider she st 
am he web at window, ee. e tom fa, may well 9ppeer 0 
‘ean nuaiate tw grant eng Tretorn the complizseat by Calo, 
th epider aa saect wove eance fs only» eis of estas. 
‘Mag we oat both be all sro T have, a I fave watched pide 
ted at ad ber, ttn wosdered wheter or mt batweenSman 
ft reponse, thee marvelous File perosliticy might act Dats, 
onder, analyze, conjecture, experiment inwardy, and then act 
Brety mach awe do. Relative te the welts of ther geutral be 
ony, he log durig ths dlaped respon might be nc mare then 
{2008 cond, To or gail wit, ik sora no lag Woeeacees Fe 
it ouite loag enough deal wich toy ai ew ay pro 
vided that cooioa 0 me items than mgbe be expected 1a te 
portion Geldof aa anc ors apder 

"RE plo sl nr whe Mr pena nr the 

































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
minds of maces teem to hve overload the time-space relents 
‘They have not nonced the exceedingly mple apace-complex with 
twhueh the ionect deals; aor have they made duc allowance for the 
‘peed of uervout respanes. Nowhere have | come apon the WigEet 
tion thas the domate af responte reckoued with by a spider contain 
se few wea that perhapa elsuvely elaborate mental operations roy 
be earmiod os enacerming it wathun the—to us—aumple nereou sym 
ofthe erearure. The paychic mane ofthe Reld 1 be changed by thik 
ing i wach that the inertia withur st apprommates an ieGniteamal, 
relative (0 our own human paychic ineriak. 

T regard the whole question touching the ead of lower animals 
thrown wide open by the newer Sndingy af prychopbysicalcelalty, 
A colony of ants may—for aught we know now—develop, reject, 
‘and bree over a dozen economic gymemu wile oor half-wit Cor 
rune ae Dleiag sway over ene cane 1m Schtele K ofthe 
ta 

‘Be all the at wanay, of one thing we niuit be prety sure ete ao 
we canzot settle with finality hee vetricate business of stupidity vsti 
‘We have learced the dynamic mterrelatist of velocities, matey, 
numbers, and coofiguratiass within the nervous syst and all ts 
‘Procevte Ia other wordt, our problem is of « prece with all rychol 
gy Of pertonalty 























Capit 

Litle Cupid s#« duace. Who haows it beter thas the harried high 
vehoo! teicher who hey spent hus Life trying to saterest mada and 
‘youtht mn iteLlectstl sorters duruag the heat of edatescence? When 
he young firs lose there hears, their beads go along into the dh 
cand too Whea they grow mp and marry, they seldom take thei 
braina with them to the ular. Far the erotc urge lives entirely below 
the cerebellam. Once thoroughly wed and eetled down, the honey: 
tanner beg to recover their wits, mot by chovce but by neceaity 

















Would the romantic young lady challenge tua? Then allow me to 
turn tothe pagss of hittory. The year iv 1919, the place, central and 








MOROS. 
of Ruma, Poland, snd Auattin tc weeds wad gress; and when theae 
had been ‘convemed, they pulled up che roots sed golped them, too. 
4 horrible thirat ensued so shey drask water until they developed 
“aearvation dropsy.” Try bloated hidooualy. Thee hoses becuz 10 
brite ther they cracked ander a ti8ing blow. Greet ulcer fexoned 
thar outraged stomachs 

‘Would nor a rearonable perton, caught wa rch « horror, uve hit 
energies tothe utmost? Would he eat axeame no rexpoanbiliies be- 
yord thove of fndisg food? Would he mot abstain from every act 











‘thers wn hed sot exten s decent ronal fora fll year; barat 
‘women who were crawling around ike nck don, too feeble et 
Ger heads Thowands of eve hap sofens came nto the world 
faked and remaiaed 40; for ther part could ot fed even 

2 ov he The Jake ex eraped ol emu 
‘were fol on prae—20 tt precept, for the glory cf God. 

“Then along exe embeile Amercian who, wadna‘t yea OF #0 
1 cllected fom thee coustryen stunt $3,000,000 for reel, 
“They Wocked the warweingy cet Weir ecnergrocy kitcheay and fed 
them long eatugh to pve the babel seagih eaough 10 develop 
tncted iaivensa, and ether able bodied ile whch enercfuly Hew 
the majority and uamerefuly left ew to Live o8 crppled fC te 
rertot the ays. 

So, you te, love it not only Bund, bat deaf and dumb at wel, To 
tun from tack tragedy to Cool txbticy, we find evedeace aplenty 
‘hat Mupid people fail mucraby sm the raion) cootol of helt 
texulty. Th is ot sxyceg, nd you, out Uae upd are over seve 
‘white he ftllgent ace onder sexed. "That i not trae, On the com 
{rary some feta canbe cted vo rapport the view, held by exzsia 
‘enigator, hat superior people ate highly taed, We are Sccomng 
Jane the tspe ot contol exercued over oe’ love life, tthe ie 

igor ofthe te. 
“The controle are weak in moet young people repute of the 
meatal evel bot, even amoag the Jouok, the more welligent con: 
trol thanacives siich bene haa se moped To be vere, she outer 
complicated couiderably by smwkons; the pierre in sot analy 09 
mid prensa we might ape tw be Nevrto, ecc 



































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
Intion ia faisly high, wich bad breaks here and chere: Hut whe we 
Took at adulu, the line between deep nad goets rane prety etraight 
snd black The high-grade control theneelves well, the low-grade 
‘ot at all 
“To show thi, I shall report « tam Duacocy which will also rerve 
later puspone, Tr zeveals ot oaly the fool in love! 
socul thinking of the people who Szanced the foe ut hit loving, 
‘Rochauer, New York, s age of the Seca cities in the land. It hus 
exceptionally intelligent citizens at the head of alsin A the world 

















‘droniles of Tumnly which, Z grieve to text, aloes the social 
lnabeeday of taadry wcxazed good roula who have been pratilng 
the brotyerhood of wan ia Rowewcr.» Read the records and weep. 

‘Consider the cue of the Sraithe. To 1907 Rayroand Smith «shit: 
leas young painer, met Dasy Schoyir,tromry heriae of thi ae. 
Reymond had previowsy lived wits « Jouag womes whose fax 
‘wan known as “the dirty Deatoog” but whea se Jett him to take 
residence with x Brooklyn Negro, he was well plese to accept 
Daly as rubeotutepartcr. Reyesod hed a daugter nuzed rice, 
sand ‘Daisy Beocght along ber Uhee-year-cid Giada, Catered. by 
Day’ ateged Subaod, vow deeewod. By 1912, Raymond J, 
Steven, and Nora had been added tothe fay hope Up to tit tens 
the famuly was vetasstaniog. 

ean nthe winter of 1912 ax "13 shat the Sauthn came fo Roch 
ner, There were frequent moves dodge the reat while Ms. Sith 
Kept up a fue seateh for work. In February » oighbor equssted 
bap for the faaly, aad w charch worker weat © the home. The 
‘worker pictared Mk. South as well-mesting. indatious woma0, 
(oo prod to take the mill und choking that were oer 

‘During the following summer Mr. Seth act only worked but 
began pryment on house into which the feemly moved. Tt tod ix 
naley, bot we roamyeaoogh. As Sra Mo» Saithbept it wlerebly 
‘lean. Ths sceme the high-wnter mark fa che Sith fortunes, Daring 
fhe wim the (emily was gato given amistance and tha wry of 























beret wpe ig Ot Serer Gree Sere yp Jt The mer 
aetatoreatT hen 
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MOROS 
surance proypetiy and winter poverty wae repeated ia the four fal- 
lowing rears, wi variatoes only in the pe of esmtance 

“Meanwhile Ge brthrate showed ao dccioe. The years 1915-1919 
ses four new clam upos cariy added tothe Sauth fealy: Rober, 
Selle, Laura and Careace. The fact Oat all four of thee were 
evined wf place in chon for she mestally Scocuve was at Yet 
inerclfllycooseaed fcr the organizations which were Rileng 60 
asp the fully elated and fed. 

Tn 1919 the (eeundiy of the sconed geacraton was Se exprewed 
Once, sow exgteca, came home from Baal beaiog her Ste 
ora chal leg 
Sid, an yet unmarried, had occasion to comgratlateeieen-yeat. 
ld Gindyt on ber wenultancoes marriage and conGsereat. Gledye 

ome, and we 

Cuanot canbave inthe ory the wage of her adventure She aad er 

Broad wer wel cared fr by eal asst unl ther et 
ely. 

‘From 1920 to 1922 the chiléreo is the Smith Dame grew ftom 
reves wo sine. The older cldsen were knows for dir rowdy bo- 
Davin seu, an geal ieee. One of ic mae aol 

‘was to Ucow watermelon slags at the seeping Duby of 
thee nest dooe attr mile Mr. Seth ston the porch tnd 
Inaghed, According othe peblic beth swe, he cdrea wets in 
sverabic phyncal condition 12 spite of mach free care. All were 
teoreticy (Shere wa ao psica! bas for doctors wid) and the 
{thy conden f the Rome wid font yard heaped wh junk wee 
sotewory. 

"Me. Sth was now a confrsed panhandle. He veceeded slips 
obuiaing relic, yet we Laow tute wes making payee oo 
iu hooye and wan even punag mouey se dhe bank. He pateasod x 
player paso while the children’ shore were buag opplicd by 
shart. 

Jal, whose bith occarced in Janoazy 1923, came at a critical 
time, Socal agencies Bad grown witty of welldelng which brought 
to reeulir—mreary aso of § mother wo was Sow decribed "ob- 
‘losty suboorma!” aad fuer who would sot work even when 
Jobe were obrained for hin The cae was taken into Childceo’s Court 
in un eos to remove So hdres on x plea of ivan: guardian: 
ship The fly wu paced ets prbaonaty Pong 









































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
Dung thu pened the children contizued ro sal, atey sway from 
school and torment their eegsbors. Casrequeaty, all the children 
xcept baby Toho were commited to the childplacing agency. The 
bbuby was left with bit pareat, for 1 wat elt the care of one eld 
ani the ponible return of othere would be ax incentive tothe Sams 
‘2 maintain » qitable home. The burden would be ane commenti- 
‘ate with thee abuliey 
The expenment rare’ off susprcoamly. Mr. Smith obtained tone 
work He “bought a car, by the simple proons of making » $10 
dows payment, and he was succesful even ip borvawing money for 
the liceote plane At lest one astabie excurtion swax made in th 
cat. The part drove to « ae.ghborvny town and were married. 
Sarrounded now by the cloak of legality and harried by her sner- 
1m for her neglect of her chvidree, Mr» ‘South appetied to the 
‘chiléplacing agency for the rerutn of Clareace and Fred. An op 
1 investigator foued the home conditions had smproveé, and the 
return ofthe two boys was authorized These two yosrppters, borde 
mental defective, brought the family group up to five ‘The loud 
{ut too ret for Mr Bout While supporting tre be kept the 
{amily afk above water; loaded with two more wt began to wok, 1 
Met, Smith, within wx wecks of her marriage, wan seading out oot 
Of her maual $O$ cally: “We are maned now and have sore of the 
children home will nat be able to get milk for the baby after today 
use an nooe as he goes to work wil let you koow [am only wing you 
(hi for my poor chiidem sake will dank you very much from Mink 
RG Bowen 
“The old story of intermittent work and relict beyen again, Mr. 
Smith renuted every effort to fad exployment for bum until thre 
ened sth 2 cherge of vagrancy; thea he secured work as taxi 
driver tor some ime A taxidrivers' strike, howerer, put hia back. 
- Mex Smith, mesnwhile, wan allowing the home 
saginable sate of filth god disorder. Her fst 
Jegutimete pregeancy coded in a mucarsinge in 1925. At the time of 
the bird of the thirteents child ia October 1926, ths home ntuation 
ra agsin «neighborhood scandal. A night wuit would heve di 
loved Mz. and Mr. Smith sleeping with the new baby in one bed: 
theee dirty children heddled rogedher ue the uncovered mates of 
‘aather bed; the @iré bed completely aurveadered to the bedbugs. 
(Gop nai ie ale po ang oe 
320) 












































February to August 1927 the Socsesy for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Chuidcen gave intensive supervision and mare relict wat ob- 
tained, but bome condicoae improved vecy late. Father wax mart 
cancankerous thas ever before. He wid the public auricn were “a 
beach of old maide anooping afoued wotertering an his butmmess” 
He and Mey, Sonich refuted to take seriously tbe “ehaldish prank” 
of acern-year-olé Clarence who, :0 s vicious momeat, potbed 2 azigh- 
‘ors small boy over a o2¢ hundred-foot chil. The four-year-old 
vim mireeslounly 
“Clarence wat jar 
tome in dear hutory Mr and Mr Seuth quurreled exeemseely, He 
cevta beat hs wnt, fecliog, pechaps, dt dhe coold not leave him now 

thar they were legally man and wile 
Tu August 1927 the end of the experiment of family tupervision 
was writs by a court order which commtied the four youngest 
Smith to the childplacing agency Perbaps the most wounding fact 
‘that Me. and Mey Gmth veparmed at yooo an they were relieved 
net, Me. Seutb deeppeared, but bv crmtwhile 


















le the ety. At Chrazmas tie, 1977, cemme a leer fromm Mr 
‘wnitien fram another sate, stag for moocy and ingoiriag about 
the children. After thu there m no trace ether of her or of ber bute 
‘bend Raymond and Dauy may have to their crodit other achieve 
‘ment in parantic ling, bot we must let thew fame rest oa their ne 
‘complishments here. 

"The curteealwing children of the Gmuth fazcly commute a note. 
‘worthy legacy to the commuaity. Their records provide & 
proof of the fact that che “ehort and nimple annalt of the poor 
Aither short nor wple We cannot tcl, but can only euggett he 
cchrooicle of the children's growth. 

‘Grace aed Gladys have boca mentioned. Sexual promacuity, ot 
‘legitioate child, forced marriage, eid {rom local criter—tach 
‘re the items that crop actin thle record, 

‘Raymond, Jr. and Steven, the fret bora of che prevent unico, heve 
ceatinoed the rowdy carcert which they started 40 eetly. Both were 
frequent runastayy, bath were involvad ‘x nealing. Steven wat 2 
lous, boar lad, ao cxursia problem ceca in adoleweace The 
‘heft fm cyt pu is i mt lo oy te age 
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of tiztece. He was cightece when selewed, and whether he hat com: 
his delingeeacicy we da sat know. The Haat word oa Reyrsand 








Seven as dull nareal 

‘Of the remaining five chuldven permanestly committed 10 forter 
‘home care 12 1923, one is deSastely detective, three are bordesline 
defectives. Nora it » good sample of dus low grade quartet. Re- 
‘moved from her own home at elevee, five years of fovter home cure 
‘complished lutle. Pry szaliag perited. Ennrenu was » problem, 
‘until adolescence. AU atempts to tain her in habets of work, r&> 
IMabikty, and teuthfuloes have been fares A. 

‘her inte serious rex deingvency, and atthe age of 
placed in & schoo! for wayward girls. ‘The school euihoriten 2¢- 
uowiedged failure after ewo yeart and ceturned her wo dhe com. 
munity. A working home was foned for her, but her attitude aad 
behavior were so poor, and her work habits wo slovenly that the 
‘periment wax » compiete failure. She was chen placed in « 
tect Gono anaes Be Sic see A ew 
‘betad on her social failures rather esta oc her tes ct 

ober lel, nd Laure have duplicated, aa arya peas, 
‘Nora's hitory. Robert has alto specslived in cunawaye and vex per 
version, Isabelle has added bowel :eoontineece to coureti. Robert 
iin a tchool for defeceiven, Lanza jx now waiting for acceptance ia 
‘the mme school, and Isabell wall certaily require such care wichis 
«few years Of this whole grocp only Gioru shows aarenal imeli 
‘gence and behavior. 

'So much for the saga of the Senithe Like John Brows's good it 
ill “goes marching Go.” What have the Smitha cout? What jo the 
price of this monument t comamaxity care for families that are so- 
‘cally anit? Very bricfy che bill may be Nemised as follow: 
































“aliat upto 1977, without any charge for overhead or for 





pemeen sa v0 
Malle eave acd tain ag cova ied * 
Paychologcal ang nae “Beainaionn ae 


SB'year of fous hoase caze for tae children 
ma 





7350 





year of mstitetonal cere for the childsea @ $500 per 
jer 


Total cack ontey 12 date. 


400 
$20312 
Even this cather stupendous sues is by po messi the end of com 


‘munity expense, One cxxnot even estinate moat of the recaln 
ema? 














To fone hom tnd inuttgnl car for which vce it 
$19,500 


they 

Tmarry auch reed Uesdy vodes wey is Oye cue? 

‘To jel aad tary and court wad reformatory Cont 
olor Rayon, Steven aod Rott pecially 

To medical exve sa feee cline » 

‘Te carem miata for detectivator Nove, abe, 
wd Laure erpecially vera! 














‘What are we to conclude frocs this eudy? The community bos 
fective social policy im operation which wall curb the formation 
of further Smith families. Not only that, at i x quettion whether 
‘organized commanity effort ix taking any effective steps toward 
formulating tach poly. 

‘What a charming family portaut! America has tens of thoutanlt 
Whe it, yome eves tore charming, I'm mire. EM. Eart, who har 
ven the wholo rubject of eagenics much calightesed atiextuos, 
ined to erate thst one adale out of every ten in our land oot 
ever become 4 pureat becrute of inferior brain or body *; bat Z 
‘Mould go eves farther and coojectare that at leas axe out of every 
ight deterver biological roppresion In some ivadiy and punlen 
manner becaote of low mentality alone. One doesn't have tn be o 
on ax the females ia the Recbeeter ceport in ocder to mecit ex- 

ticpation. 














what 4 nasty wavecy open lore!” 
heer the gentle reader amuering these words long before reach 
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sng the ead ofthe tale of the South farmuly T hear indogonas on zens 
rotting that allege nayeatog detalsaboos moroa sexuality are 
{foe renoved fcom genuine love us De, Bigs s removed from 
Jimmy Walker, Mayor of New York Of cours, morons ate de- 
araded; but why drag thers ino a chapter which porgorts to dea! 
‘wah the noblet of alt hues emotions? 

‘Well there sa good reason for draggueg them sn. The Saiths 
of Rochester manifest ut extreme form the wnpulscs and conte- 
Queaces of love and sexuality winch we 82d i weary all people of 
Aormal and dete then normal @ectaliy Amoag auch the overt 120 
Df love ure indubited, reprened, sappreased, disguise, and otherwite 
mde inobiervable. So mow soverugator have hed irouble geting 
ftelementls an all aru of ectoosout opiatos preval about that 
ight couples 20d poratarge- 

"The hidden patern of love, from st rawett 1 ns subtle, act 10 
tnventiaze people toward. wou of the important sates of Ie 
‘Ate ee ume, bya fouthoome oxy of sare the exces Of 
dove tre to brondea aod wity the exbre peronaiy, offen making 

vente and aber. Cex tn pang he two procenct cut 
erent tinev and places. Each 0 linked with « diet pave of 
the love eyeie 

‘Marston has thown shat love involves tro primary emotions 12 
special foco and with speci? integration. These is adncement fit 
‘Fal, and hes there 0 tabranwion ‘The worsaa snducor the man, 
prmanly, sed, f succonful wo her efora ar captivation, the 
[otdes hint subowt to he. The mas warreadem Je the setae that he 

he woman sexoally. Bus the worsen wnt bie oly by Bit 




















too muy ayn Fave very coset e oe love rato he the 
lovers go tia exch other; that exch focumes unerzingly spon d&- 
lighting the ober. (I upeak, of course, ofthe rich, Full form here.) 





‘At Jong as tha peru the Lovers are inseantrve 10 all ele. Like 

Paolo and Francesca, ‘that day we read 20 more.” Agua ke Dante's 

‘famous lover, they are blows about forever, a each echer's xxi, i 

an infcite void. This exter sbvorptioa 24 10 the rnocect bywander, 

tually comio—whea nota trifle duguxtog, It hss about soone faint 

fiavor of « body function which, bie she alimentary, ia most tate- 
[536] 








MOROS. 
fully carried on om privacy. At any sae, oo 38 seem to us of Poriten 





te, the Tover ebaves Eke the “single-track 
mada” whore mapidites we have alzeady reviewed The more val: 
{ful and rottaned the loving, the Blader and dumber the individual 
becomes toward everything el. The wfarvated man peplects hit 
busisens, drope friends, and overlooks sandry dutes, The infatuated 
‘woman oftee sity around in x mopor, or talks with obvious ebyent- 
rmindedncsy; and the often comaasts Blazing iaducrenoas which, on 
close inspection, rurn outro be exoued by snacauitvity to phases of her 
whole texan, Muay a grave erume bas been perpetrated “or love's 
seer tahe"—and aot excluaeely by eoroay, though they act thus 8 
lighter provocation than normal people. 














‘No man fas ever managed Sime with complete intelipence— 
perhaps nove ever will. Mott of us resemble more closely the 
igeotleman recently reported to the American Medical Assocation 
by Dr George de Tarnowaky This patent cxme to an Lito hospi 
ta) apparently seflesing from « fifteen-year-old stomsch ulcer. 
‘Under erom-examinaboe, he adatted that his trouble Began ana re 
tl of pushing evo needa 01a his absoeaen in an effort Kit] 
self. The X-rays revealed the needicr; these were removed, 
fan waa vent om hs way cesorng aad well 
tell-management, this takes the prize. Uf, on the great 
day filteen years exeler, oar hera had wrshed to p 
eth ten, why 
something cise handy? Jf, on the other fend, the 
‘wounds opened his eyes to the advactages of longety, why did he 
not rae to a doctor, tell him he fel on the needles while sewing. 
‘pants butco, and get huewelf nuaed op for the next forty year 
‘Why, inthe came of all moron, did he coat ta mud mucry for 
0 ong? 

‘Well, let bum that we withoet duleets among you cart the ert 
‘xooel Every emotion plays ig upon everything that « man knows 
fd thinks he knows; aad all che lenitations of secsiivaty cramp But 
ple ao whenever ewe otic manag oman that were ot 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
confusion enough, hit appetite marge ia upon the rurmeil of im: 
plies and completely befudldiehiea. In exrreme canes, « mngle cra 
tg exslaver bin. 
‘Mott men dig thelr own graves with ther tooth. So rama an old 
susp—and all too truly. Seupiciey ta managing oec'y diet and diget- 
jn ie one of the tranger perveriloce 1m our species, Bo far aa we 
can observe, few other animals mlibehave ar we da in thee cating 
and drinkioy, Taking people as we find them, the world over, we 
‘aut admit that mate of thesa are lower than she animale in the 















emouning them stupid, however, we mutt guard agsitat be: 
ng Curvcives over cauca wich are shot chrough with disease, 
utrtiog, and evil home trauning, ‘That makes the ttk hard 1 
in hus Short Introduction, tou few wmple cate- 
‘pores, the planes of which isthe imbecile exter who, having bees, 
‘thoroughly warned by phyvicians and friends, poodert their advice 
nd goes right oo poisoning Bicweit. He takes a1 his model that 
incredible igure, ie Eaperor Charles V, big bow of the so-called 
“Holy Rowan Empire” frac 1519 dows to the hour when he I\- 
aly ate hlnwelt to desch. Le that charming cliascal blograpber, 
De, MacLaorin, tel on about dis great gr doa called itself man, 
1a his book, “Poat Mortem,” this Austealien aurgoon who died all 
too toon present an unforgetable sketch of gourmand atupidity. 
“Alter the Emperor fad abdicated, he coold do acting but 
‘around, shivermg under an ciderdown blanket evea 16 the 
‘rommer heat, and foaming bie rage at but gout, which had to ctip- 
pled hits that he could hardly open » eter nod could oo looger tiga 
3 name cn. Sing he cad, be “besically at downto et 





























“Tc 1a doubeful whether Chatiea enjoyed as chien method of 
stpotanog for Beha the pe ot eat, ad no fd eas 

be too richly'seasoned (or his ured palee. Vast quanti of beet, 
tion, velco, bam, ata highly Gavored exuanges weat past (bow 
fete Jem, wes down By the riche wine, Me Beavet 





[Naturally an ageing tateuine could sot carzy this load loag with- 

‘out chemical aid; no, for mootha before be died, Charles gulped 

ete et i ag 0 word lcing pom i The 
326) 


‘MOROS 
seams probably did ig bt to hasten the ruin which Brigh?s diaetse 
had begue. The greet man pamed oo—to those Happy Eatiog 
Grounds where touls may sraff yet endure forever. Dr. MacLanrat 
‘comments upon the Emperor's cxtece that: 


“Tie weldom tht we ca trace 0 wall in any torical character 

tae courts ofthe danas from winch he dia Tt Chari fad been 

anteat to ive oe ky food and drink Jem, 3 

‘wonld have lived for ytare; he mught have ree to the onatant 
a rae pial rns ht 

ave kts late Sis ttcog head he end 

Nederlndh tar wat ovewaiog Pais tu cal god eae 

git hve eed the ong fo ot alcatel 

Wolk ofthe Netherlands) pombly be er 



















South Remade hog tem 
eed shuny gear Bot Spuie might have svaciad 
avon wile hen, nce that du aun 3 tay of 
twth the ection of Paap for Chae at at coe! time the 





Took a wroog turoing from whick wbe has acver ace recovered 


According wo nour other thaa Juzea Peormore Cooper, Wise & 
dtoughty lution at times, our owa great grandfather did not fl 
tchind the parade of urachermee. Ther table groned under the 
tot burden of gas pie, com bread, four and testy blends of au 
‘ge, thick eahs, custard, brandy seeces over puddiagy, and Bock. 
su of ale, clare sherry, od Beeady. "The Americar: declared 
Cooper, are the gromet feeders of nay civilized aatioa.” And thet 
war cerciy trae well down ino xy own boyhood. For sever eux 1 
Torget the Cyclopean mean which were, tice duly wept dows 
Dhetetger gullet oF my runic relatives on thes grea, rch {Arm 
‘Western New York Srate. Breaitast consined normally of a two- 























quart pitcher ot milk, a pot of cofle, ham and exe, turbutbed with 
(ried potatos and tenor twelve pancakes, then x mayaificent rcak to 
and 


‘which were atached an iodrvidaal plate of piping hot bieea 
three or four varictias of heme made jar. As for Sonday, well, 
not within the credeace of cwentieth-century mun to recite’ that 

‘Aad now, jut for contrat, look at the opposite stupldity in velf- 
management which hat of ltt grows popalar in oor Jand of limit- 











HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
Jeet imbeciliues. Contemplaiz the Fools of Fusbiox. No, aot all of 
‘then! That would 6U several more volume. Look oaly et the ape 
fools wha sacrifice health aad fappiney 9 che mandates of some 
cnfty modine 

"Thouands of stuped women sever learn to care for thers bodies, 
‘Head the tetumony of tome 20,000 woraen who wrote ia to 4 wom 
an'y magazine in 1925 and 192 about dhe duattern into which they 
fnad been brought by their effort to redace thar weight and other 
‘wite jasprove thele Bgure Here are a few sampler of the mau of 
evidence submitted to the Adulc Weight Conference at the New 
‘York Academy of Medicioe ra February, 1926. 

‘The wile of  well-kaows New York phyuciun wanted to reduce 
but ber husband refosed to par her upon dict, whereupon the begat 
ducting herelf ang lived simon exclanvely upon orange yoice and 
mit. Sbe managed ds by hamsg her “meal” whet ber husband 
‘away She became sleadere: and vlenderer, « mere nothing, and 
‘mashand ducorered that she bad tberculons, She u now 
























‘weight im two weeks to 100 pouate 1a order 
the moe ze dees wora by « gut chum who weighed jost one hut 
deed and coundeced i a dingrace to weigh more “The gil put hentlt 
‘upon a duct of bran bincait sad lemonade, and reduced, but fel ll 
‘of fever, Kidney trouble and nervous breakdown The doctors said at 
‘would take hee two yeare to get back her ofyginal strength 

‘A sociesy woman oo ber attempt to kecp slender frequented 
Deancy parlor where abe wae rolled tod pounded. Bhe nom hi 
‘eances of the bup. 

‘An actrem bad a fat double chip cut sway, but the operation left 
her ao scarred and dieigured that she will sor even appear soclly, 
uch lent on the wage. 

‘Another woman ined to matsage her chin and produced « growth 
‘apoa her theaat. 

‘A pil of rrexty-five, eogaged t0 be marsied, and belewing shat 
the was plumper thea ker Banot admired, pot herself opon a szvct 
diet of ao breakfast a glass of water for lunch and small chop and 
1 ce of pincapple fot dinaer Her Sune knew nothing of dha 90d 
‘hea he took her our to dinner, at uiual rwice a week, abe ate 
theo went hame and tok an emeuc. Ia three monthe she wa 
13083 














‘MOROS 
senitarjum suffering from a severe nervoss breskdown and wnable 0 
take food. Doctora tell her ic wall be a year before she can be mar- 
ed 

‘American womes love 10 abuse their bodica in many oxber ways, 
same of which ate not tubject for polste converantion, Let ut end the 
torceweful exhibit with ove pety stupidity io which men there the 








nelhgest ged comlszed hums befags show a stupidity 
caf which the mou prumiuve savage and the dumbest pearsat would, 
‘ot be guilty in submuiting to constant foot troxble brought oa by im> 
proper aad (-Brtuag thoet Silly femle eit-wmts coetantly cramp 
there feet in footgear oatrageoutly sal! and barbeze 

aaddle-pated shop gisls vcd Suney waited ledvea of 
that they may be adocaed have dheir counterpart 
Here are the result of dhe goversment's foot and boc sapect 
ff the infantry near E) Paso in 1916, where 30,359 men were 1 
spect Ofte, oly 547 more soe of he correct ec i tht 




















teen thourand four hundred and tweaty-aige 
‘or mors too smal. And 3,511 others wore too large thoes Ava result, 
the inspectors found mich defects ax coras, eramed and crawded toe, 

ions, over-riding toes, growing axils, haromer toes, callow 





tnd displacement of che large toe vo be comavon, derpite Uae fast that 
by the exercve of & minimem of ratelhgence these disabilities are 
cemtirely preventable. 

“What cas we expect of ¢ nation which cannot manage st belly not 





imisnion to vogue tnd compliance with the euppoted wher of one's 
suociztes, combine with appetites ro pexpetuate dhe major srupiditig 
of society aad bonnes ‘They saccead on grand scale largely be- 
chute few nen tre able to undereand either their own matures of 
‘howe of other people. Could they once gaia ionghr into tbe mech 
tale of penonalty, they would find «fairly cary to deliver them 
telves from coat bluaders. What hiaders chem? 

A host of deep, sabbora, and inexzicably exacled iovesitinities 
toward human beings. We sow lok at «few wore of these. 
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WEVAOTIASCIA 
PSEUDOPATHEIA 


PSYCHAGNOIA 


‘We Now shift oa fresh outlook and tara oor gaze dowaward open 
(he plums of mankind, seeng the same creatures ax before, but 
another perapective. 

‘At Gin, you will ecal, the vute way that af tne. We glunpyed 
‘man aboroing and x dying dows the mileania, We noticed, bos all 
the forces round boat Rim which made bum wtupid; he heat, the 
damp, insect, bacteria, and the truggle for food and survival amid 9 
world of beast and fors. Taat speciace viewed, we aest peered mnto 
the heart ofthe individual, isto is Bloods and glands, into the derk- 
‘eaen of hit beaine where we waiched hoe apis brs conceit. Payche 
oned before our camera, yomeomea pleasantly but more often n 
‘After many exponures, we began vs grarp the Form ‘Then we wer 
‘ready for oue next vetture, gow at hand 

there we ture to the stapiditien of men which ate frugs at 
tudes toward and dethags with othery of their species What 
ftartlog change comes over the sceee! Maa, «a hus bale with a 
ture, was one things wo ie ieaer growth gull another} and cow, be- 
hold be scent to atrame a thd exture at be confroaty other mee 
and women, be it ie love ot in batiogs or in polinck. Ht ie x mach 
iakee nature than either of the other two, x nature v0 stupid that 
we wonder whether we se aright. Man, the ronal amma), appeart 
fe have aus below the apes Is xt because he hus ren so far above 
the apes! coviroameat? Or i there degeneration here? Or perhaps 
‘the nckneu of x uta change that comes ever bum as he movey onward 
tnd upward to levels au yet untroddes? 

‘AC any rote, ia dealing wath his fellow-ao, he piles dulness on 
blunder aad heaps the whole inco chaoa. What price do we pay for 
man’s stupidity toward man? Well, have ss pert ofthe bill rendered. 

‘The labor wre-over 2 our country amounts te something like 
250%, « year. That 1, our 40,000,000 workers ave fired and retired 
boat 21/2 times every twelve exoathe. Business experts ssumate 
that the case of rebirag a worker varies irom: $40 to $200, Tia cont 
reprewne pry the epee ef aching the eas hoe work and 







































‘HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘pardy the damage be doce while learning. Te ia geozrally believed, 
‘on the bus of various records and ters, thet munc-teathy of ths 
fsormour tura-over ia gor to bad management. Mowt of thu bad 
‘mangement rural oot tobe the cevalt of theez iguorance of human 
aaature, Execitives and foremen do not keow what dhey cau and 
‘whut they cannot do with men ie order wo atin given rela. Be- 
cau of thin ignocunce about $4,000,000,000 year us wanted in 
(quarrels, in fing, wn wceking dew sieo, vo wiles stikea and lock- 
(a, anc so on. 











jor penalties we all pay 
ignorance of horan nature abd pecsocalty. It pety bende 
the 201,000 aaa divorer, mow of whch reat from the iality 
cf men to understand womca andthe inability of women to under” 
teand mea. I pers, once mare, whes conraned 4 the wreiched- 
tea caued by married people nickiog opeher whca they ae hope: 
Jel incompatible and ough to separ. It ip a mere tide wea 
measured wpaent the tore lies of be children whe are blog 
fused by pats who wily macedecren thea ac oh 
surveys dient Dat chee ot of every Sve canes of jovenile de- 

Tngun arcu! by bayer has Sea Ad fot ok 
Include the thousands of cildre, tually misusdervond by their 
Parents, who are forced to aszaroral Kees with, pethap, the bet 
of paren ateationn We exane estimate the com 10 misery ales 
10 say wothiog of ecrnomcJen-—of the ruined eazees of huodteds 
of thourands who have difed sto Sinus ot work for which they ate, 
by cate, poorly fed, al becaune we lack the specials and the 
Dubie machinery for guiging and grid the Young isto vocations 
her ust chem 

‘Nor can we grayp the teribe prce we pay for mais sopidity 1 
ward ian fa out cocrupt sed wlaioos politca. How nave of Ut to 
believe that a poltal scheme uy one day ncceufully brace the 
whole mast of easiadt 

"The iababiint of Cabon, New York, da pot understand thea 
tetves of Cabocs well encogh te anege Cohoes 10 tht it achieves 
 crilisatioe. The schabitwts of New York City epeak so aiaay 
tongues that Gy canoot eves conver with oor another, They cher 
{nto many diverging svage, and barbeross topertatioas that they 
fami consul. Fgh ct of every of em ar eo 






































PSTCHAGNOIA 
‘gnorant w» grasp the details of eves eae department ofthe mauicipel 
fpoverumest, And the remlt ia that the place ie managed so zidicu- 
leualy and #0 corropry at st would have goxe to emath Toog 450, 
brut for the fact Ghar thontands of muillioaatres and bllionsite cor” 
[Porahons are om hand m be wxad and bled. 

"Here we come to the high com of international mivanderstandiag. 
‘The people of the five continent and the seven seas are a bunded 
fold sore heterogeneous i race, eligions morals, and pervoral in- 
tren thaa the people of New York Cu. They are also imumewar- 
ably more iguoraat and degraded than even the lowest New Yorkers, 
‘Let this mob of sobs umte in any political anity whatsoever, and 
thece can be aaly one eenult. The smmense mejoricy of low-grade 
‘will promptly be organised by the unscrupulous and the misguided, 
‘ind they will either Bght setermiaably among themselves oF, more 
‘probably, they will eite—as they are aow dome allover the wortd 
‘ia 1 conrpiricy of hoaest graft to overwhelan the few bighoprades. 

‘The heaviest ems in ou: bull easot be converted sto dolla and 
rats, They ake therr toll in everything from child beating to war, 

‘At no time w the ordinary cinges called opoo wo learn how ta div. 
tiagulsh pervonulicy traits He avy live to be & hundred years old 
‘without once having beta onder any practical necenity of anelyniog 














Practica 
the ingredients of say boon being’ bebarsoe. Bo, if yo call upon. 
ham ddealy to do chia, en ene You mig amon a well reac 
fi analyee cou ta ata iy chexieal compooents oftand. What 
he ormally doe sto form atta preanon of «man ia eeailly 
the same wey we all form ienpreaocs of x Greek temple, «puting, 





“Yeats age Thorndike soted thu teadency ix the judgements of the 
‘employees of two large industral corporation Ha found that “the 
catimtes of the tame man ix w aomber of diferent traits auch a4 i 
‘alligence, snduatry, techoieal ul, reabulity, ec, etc, were very 
ly correlated and evenly correlated. It coaneqseatly appeared 
probable that those giviag the catiogs were unable t analyze out 
these different appect ofthe pertoa's ature and achicrement and rate 
cach ia independence of the other. These ratings were apparently 
stated bys mead todeny to tik of genon i ata 
Tather good or rather iaferior and to color the judgmeat of the 
sqoalisiet by chia general feeling” 
[335] 

















HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 

Kheve made a somewbet more devastating tet sloog the same line 
con more duan $00 writen who have uudied chararieiexnen Yader 
me dang the pau ftteee yearn While I have never compiled e:- 
(orca of cin eu. know the genecal cotcome, which is striking. The 
form is imple exoog. The write is zat asked to prepare at leivare 
the fuller pouible descsitioa of socsebody he kas knows well over 
1 long period—the longer, the ber, He 2s aot warned thet any 
foner tee ax to the accuracy of tus account sell be made. He 
nuelly assumes that is 2 swmple kterary exercue, even dhough 
he w dinucdy requerted to make wo effort at “fine writing.” From 











two daya 20 ro weeks may be consumed dhe I then rake his report 
snd make x tut of all the trast aed phyncal charucteruticy mea” 
‘oned init T crou-examine him «wo whet evidence he has to 





‘mas tlovealy, or unkind, or tncky, or feithlew, 

Rar inden i the perm why wah lt inet polo 
make antwer, can apecity definite acta which thoroughly tubs 
afen generat fudpmest Mow of the view of te rage 
recall fewer thaa half of the total beeded. And virtually all of them 
‘ite « few acre which, on clover scrutiny, prove nothing at all about 
the rat alleged. 1¢ ny memory serves me well, there have been only 
theee pervont out of the $00 oF more who have emerged {rom the 
crowsexarmaation with # perfect ore 

‘The aormal man shows sz rapid sendeacie in judipng other 
poopie. Here they a 


1. The tendency to appraise people by “erenpathetc insight.” 

2. The tendency ro Jadige people in terma of erade sensory um- 
prestiany and the felengs they arouse. 

3. Thee tendency to exaggerate obvious bebavicr, and 10 Judge 
people by externcle 

4, The randeacy to judge people in tera of the marrow range of 
cour own daily babi 

S. The tendency 10 Judge people in terme of knowledge gained 
throngs one't ows coutucs alone. 

6, The tendency 1 scloct suze facts and to igoare others according, 
‘to our temperament. 

[336] 














Let us now look at each of these Bumanssqus besdicape. ‘They 
sre a ighyy# 





to charry, if aothing ele. 





(ety, 8 well known 2x thes 
Self in the other fellows piace” I is the aftitode op whith the 
Golden Rule w based, and the perplexives which men have always 
the Galdea Rule aru fram te cent 
fog 19 onevelf the aticsde and the experience of tome. 
‘one else. Moat people fancy thin it an easy exercise. They agree with 
Volare, who remarked 











“Whoever a woegioaen a amght can St jn bumil the 
{uit nome of aan nator; oral ney are abe a btn, 
And te iforecey of shade do or ater fondameats duerences 








Jocinse is not founded ot any proved fact. When Voltaire 
fa tsan by thie method, he was perceiving, 
td judging hie so ref all hve potent anuve rads 2d 
iit hich the great exsopedan ed Serelopd 2s ir 
‘tense Ife. We have » prety proof of thin in Voltsie'sremerk, made 
‘on several accugoas: “I have ocver bees able to usdentand how 
anybody could be cold. That w to0 mach for me As he oven the 
{erm "colnet in it sease of nemotions,” yon wall readily wader 
stand hie seability t inter cold people. Ha wa 
In alot conzuows eruption; aed iit cages Qamed fast and fariou, 
eecing victim after vieden. 














‘ureives in the ather fellow’ place," we never eaocoed in experienc 
tng thingy ax he does. Otycuce abi, feelings, and eticuen drawn 
‘ram our extire put iolerweave in the “tee!” we nally get for Oe 
“other fellow." These never emerge Into clear vision, The retalt 
‘ible val deceptia. 
‘Do aot suppose that your Imegination differs fam that of your 
seiphor mereiy io wegen 0 aeey in the een aosad which 








HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
vt plays. The difference ia couch deeper thax thar. It goct back 1 
Deumal duferences ia the sease of pleseare a pais and an eraviage 
hea, i tuca, dereve partly from ancetral hersages ta the gerur 
plasm and partly {rom the climate, the food, dhe focal cumtorst of 
fet place aad time That they are the major Limwting factors of 
ach euan's “rpespathcnc innght” i readily proved, 

Heradotas tel of x Pernan soldier im tie arasy of Xerxes who 
confided to a fellow-gues: at « banquet chat be wan expericacig 
the bitterest pain pomble, He Kaew for a certainty that Xerxm would 
‘be eroabed “And the unspetiabie agooy of at wan ™4. goons 
tibety aemtor He could foresee clearly che many disasters 10 cme, 
bout he was powerless to forestall them. 

‘Dante, oa the other hand, has quste another wew., Hle write: 





“Remua magpor dolore che ricordazsi del tempo felice 
Nella wisene 





soldier 11 nckeced by hus ows hetplesiess 13 che 
he cleatly sees The Kualian w eruthed by past ple 
the dask hour. The Perviag looks forward, the Ttahan backward 
‘Thene two most ever be stupid toward each other Aman who tafe 
fers most over plearaot memories » built on a pattera very diferent 
sroea thes of @ man whose blackest deprenion 1 over anticipations 

Differences much grester than thos oae abound in the domain 
of renvory paint Many Malays are veennible to flab wounds which 

Ould bowl over the ovdinary white mas, The Chinete often dinplay 
imilar lack of fechag towarda dueases winch eause exqweite sgony 
ta European Conversely, ne ealthy person can truly feel the aut 
fering of 2 nestontheme ia whose wikeful ears the dtp of a 
becomes » torment. How ade, chen, the gulf between x Moro 
chieftain and an Amencan lady with Snerver"l For what we can 
smagine 1a the way of phyncal pase depends lergely upos the 
of pain we bave experienced. 

“Sympatheus imagrnation” we prucarily 2 form of individual fan 
lazy nad emotion, Hut incurmerable wews of sxe, perception, recall 
‘pps sa pcan gare ech act of egiing Ta, 




















ll the tendencica which blur oor judgmeat of people combine here. 
Fatery with seapect to aay given object m ever moctded by every 
other Kind of adjuuiment we mks tc that sume object. 80 every 
prejudice, ax weil a every other peychuc handicap, corrupt us whe 
‘We ative to “pur ouretecs 1m the other fellows place.” 

‘The accuracy of syrpatheuc imwght varies with the degree of 
adenticthcatore and esrture sa the obvervet and the oblecved. TUL 
‘we have four main Levels of afin, 20 to spenk: 





1 Clove resemblance between two persoay both morture end m4- 

2, Clote sexemblance ln nacore but slight sexemblence in nurture, 

4S Slyght reremblance in marsre bat clove cevemblaace 1s auctute, 
and 

4+ Singh revemblaace 10 both atcure and, aurvere 





‘The degree of reciprocal uedesttacding in gresteat in the fire and 
duavoishes dowe the ht va the order qavea. As nature ané aurtore 
‘are simon wdenuca) 19 certnn Lande of twice, wo emay expect these 
to MIcel” each othe’ personaly with great eave and spontaneity 
‘And thie w what happens as you may fcarn from vatious minute 
‘report on them by Galton and ethers ‘Their estes, emonone, ati 
tues and general mental behavior afe to astonshingly alike thet 
they Dehave almost as oae ongaciin ® 

‘What bas been learned about Beceduty warns ov not to expect 
many childzea of the sume parcate to exisbut thin same high afi 
‘Though they row up under the same home snfuences, they differ 
tharply 1m thetr mherted sendeacis towards rage, fens, tcx and all 
the complex emotoat and etoiude. Exch diflereace eahancer their 
stapidigy in imagining the ser Inve of thax brothers a 

‘Have you aor en profound essunderstendings between brothore 
spting {70m a grouse dficulty sm getting dhe pom of view tween 
by esch? I have, and often, toe. One of many cates that comes to 
rund now it that of two man, naw in thece ety fiftien, who have 
ever been able to get along wah each otber except im the mont 
formal and cold fashion. The elder brother ws blesed wath incredible 
nergy aod “drive” When herdiy cure than twenty he war WoRLDE 
Thane she dear mat came sm sper Cen wt the Coumenr bathe, 
a Weta ral, Ren 

391 
























HUSTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
ssrteen hours « day joyously, thrusbeg 4 Sager into balf « dozen 
Dbutinetes at oact, aad pulling « plum oct of each. He hou held 
thie pace without feleanag once. He enjoy ie Tt bis ianer netace. 
He bas never bed any deep asteres except 1a rusting factories. Hi 
mind wu croas betwees that of an engiseer aad « capital. Jor the 
ppatern of mind which bas beca foredcoased wo grest Gnsncisl wucocat 
ta America during the past tweary-ve years. He runs everybody, 
takes advice from sane, und seca neither virtue por pleauure = an} 
‘way of Lite other than his own. All ig ircmense powers are norales 
down Tike water in u fre Bove. They shootin just cae darectios, and 
‘whatever they hit they Knock over. $0 tadky he x worth many 
millon 

"The younger beother ig an actat and thinker. Hiv father, ber 
‘wealthy as well at broadminded, had the good seme to allow free 
rein to the actatic ends {a Us von, Today che latter ranks fally 
‘well in 4 highly apecit Geld of art. A quiet fellow, geate, ceuring, 
en 1 ua fr ens Sig ve ne, nd fod 
tecioue re philowophy, peychology, and art, he apends 
diyw im a and exmage fr out inte Coat. 

‘Both brothers ate thorooghly Bealdsy. Never once have they 
Freed, 90 far wu T can leace. When they meet on the farsly 
Feuotons at Thankagiving, Christmas and mother's buthday, they 
chat amsisbly, atk exch other wat be x doiog now, play a gtmne oF 
‘two of tullards, go out to look at father's sewer fancy dogs, and 
part atthe day's ead with the polite eequor, “Run over and see me 
‘ooa. Bo longt" Further they have sever gaze. Further they cannot 
fe. Tn ealking with the youager about the older, T have been sm- 
pprewed by bis elocere dette ro “onderstand Charley” and his mild 
‘dutreta at being wholly saable to do v0. Av for Charley, he doce 
tot hesitets to express he deep sorrow over “poor Ed” Poor Ed 
hat never amsonted ro anything, but he can's help i. And what lick 
that Dad han plenty of money to care for the mxfortanarel Ed bi 
1 five streak in hie theogh, Chacley will admit. He sever wont 
envious of the fellows who do the big things of te. And ag oa! 

Tein a lide odd that the brothers resemble each other azikingty 
tnd, apart from the eneegetc “drive,” walk, ulk, and gesicalate 
somewhat alike. Tocy grew up together at bors and west tothe ame 
academy ia New Bagiaad. Not until college dagy 4:@ their aurmcet 
vary widely then Ge dr wen wo eapaeerag teal while 



























































beaubful iTustration of the Tittle which exvizonnieat ead education, 
cas doo make two ewendaly diferesc persoar alike. Fundamentally 
thelr norture bas ees the suse; bur their aasares lie a world apart 
Each cemaias forever atopid toward the other. 

‘Peroas having bet 4 wight rexeblence to each other both ia 
rnture and in nurrore heve & hard time uaderstanding oop spotber 
even in the timpler relationt of Life The ovezlap of their fields af 
fancaay Ut too alight. The worst caves in oor divarce courn ere often 
Al too perfect demonutrations of total prychie alienation. They make 
‘fine Sunday Schoo! lesion ox she deagers of merrying ost of one'y 














to ertablish new habity of ragrance or avoidance, What Lite sym 
thy may have ft exiveed quscy a blocked by these new emotions 
‘and theis collatera) behavior patterns. So things go from bad to 


one 
“The stepidest and the cruellon pracice in ove very stupid und 
cruel unm of masrlogs ond dives a that of wylag pen 
‘peace Wewece busbuats and iver who der tag widely In beth 
[ature aad nurture, Ax artical and compulsory truce i .tely 
‘wore forall esacerned than opea warfare. And immediate wears 
Tomi beat of al 
thing Testo greater seeps io eepatbetc imagina- 
‘others do, The order of hee Smportaace is by 00 meat 
fred and univer, bot t does weume a rede perer. If pou wl 
a very aoe approrition, te folowing mquesce 




















‘al and sometimes outweigh the later. 
4, Nati diflerence in free exergy or flow of epontancous ofr, 
S. See differences come next, bot with much averispping in the 
‘emotional and free energy Seids, 
6 (ge aires ae of great importance aad mum be Tet 
ey 
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‘neve; but they :nclude all the sbove five and cannot be logeally 
seperired from tem. 

7, Difference in experiences daring ifncy 

3 Diflerences 1x culdhood experiences. 

9 Diflerences ux 

1. 








experimece 


‘We shall not anempt s full dscunion of ail these here Mout of 
them will be comndered tamewhere, Let me dumiae the matter now 
‘with afew llertratione 

"The eweet old Tady wha sews trouser and crueats for the Congo 
chieftain her favorite eanonary school exeamplcy hucitn eit 
‘underitandingy at their full In het comfortable Boston home, she 
socrows far the poor heathen, while the poor hettber—ao far at he 
thinks of her at all—probubly amacks his Lipp ase thunk how good 
the would tame va a large, wellfavored soup Lady and chiefiain 
Giffer wholly wm nature and urture Nether can understand the 
other enentiatly. No siacere hamanitactan can truly “feel” the mind 

fra ceambal, any more than an advanced Amn 

ter rato the emotes of the Intle Hundy widow who 




















fever common natu the two may have merited has beea neut 
for all practical pucposes, by differences 26 eavicoamest Ant 
they chance to have ad no coramon sature sx thetr emotions, aen- 
tality, health and energy, they are further apart chan the #1" 

‘The stupidity of him whe Ines by the Goldea Rule often teade 
to the bleak faulure of noble parpote, for the a 












iy srutakes, and when applied to practical 
affairs lead to miaor diner, at in the crve of an East Side at 
‘manatarturer. 

‘He once tned, with comple cootitency, ts apply the Golden 
Role to his workers He had a sizable factory ix a dingy, noisy, 
crowded street, where mont of his emplayecs bud to Hive because of 
‘rantpottetion diculies, He mndied the niceution and wat brovght 
to realize that the cavizonment was ane which wosld west bien Out 
and deprive him of great advantages if be were obliged t live in ot 

(38) 
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‘And he arranged to move tus entire plant 10 a pleaact Fite subst 

‘New Jency. Azoood the uew extablahment he efected charmog 
Ince cottages woth froat yards and pretty gecdent, And to ue 
Elyuum he trannpocted some two hundred fezulies. 

‘With a year ius workers were moving hack to tows, even at the 
price of their job. Bewildered, cbe hundly man made #3 :oquiry 
and found that these peopte of the slums had grows to like he 
crowds, ese noues, the newghborheod gost, he clubs, the movies, 
the sect organs and all the reit; and they would not readjon thet 
liver to 4 mote wholesome may. 

"The factory fially went back to the slums, too, and there at 
redy 

"This the way the Golder Rete works It fated Why? Because 
‘no employer, however aided by bywienic experts snd housing ape 
alae, can dncover the aght move by putting humelf sm the place 
of his employee and auking himself what he-—the imaginary exe 
ployee now—would like Det 

‘There are only two courtes open here: one ito exk Gem what 
they waot themeelves—trasting not at all to your own smagraution— 

‘lee make ae objocuve research of the facts und bane your policy 
on there Had the employer followed dhe fint coors, wie pounble 
‘hat many of the workers would have voted to ove tothe country, 
for they would be ignorant of there own retctions ro wueh rural 
Wolatioa und woeld thick, a1 many others have, thet 3t Would be 
heaven Had the employer followed the second sours, woe pry- 
shologwe might exuly have told him something about the (ews of 
hhabie aod group life, and he would heve turned « deaf ear to the 
‘workers who begged for 4 coustry home. 




















worry 


‘Two kinds of individual disecences in mentality stand out 49 ob- 
stacles to reesprocal saderstanding, One of thete Bas (0 40 with the 
speed and eieety of learning. The other is the mutter of grasping 
the relation importance of things learned. Its pity We beve wt 
Enghth oo wholly adequate names for these process and sbilitica 
Speed and nicer of learaing has bees called “wit” by Joba Locke 
sneer lasing” by Wiliam Jams, and “itp by 
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sundry zocrat paychologiss, But sone of these names seems wholly 

it acquisitive velocity i perception and memory 
the abiligy to observe acd retain detalt of ex~ 
perience. You behold it a i ber ix people of quick eye and photo 
‘aphic memory, They forget aothiog thet hat ever beea brought 
to their attention, Parthest removed (rox them are the ferble: 
rmnded, who cau Jeare virally nothing. 

‘Now, i¢ would be aboard tn expect 2 feeble-miaied person to 
asp in amy intelligent mancer the make-up and the paychic Lie 
fof, et ar eay, «maz like Macaulay or fobe Stuart Mill, both of 
‘whom could ‘take 








that Macaulay or Mili coald rrely comprehend by aympathetc 12+ 
tight the prychie calor, patera and alow ditt of the Ralfowat True, 
‘hey can understand hist amsch berer choo be can understand them. 

‘Bat at beat they matt fall fer abort of seg. 
o too most alt others who, being sesther monsters of feeraing 
sor feeblesminded, differ coonderubly from oe enother, You may 
iment snwhere and any time. How hard st ut for the 


‘white collar clesk! Flow impouible for the swaft 
‘Meackea to apprecctte the lets mumble aod fait forgetiog smd of 
his favorite target, the Great Americar Boob! 

Look now to the second mejor trait of meatality, the ability to 
‘grup the relate importance of thiegs learned. Here we come 10 
the greatest ofall individual difterences. It isthe difference between 
‘wisdom and folly. Te alo accovets largely forthe diflerence between, 
the real and the ideale, berwees the oppartusint and the doc 
‘ize, che extravert nod the introvert, the bers) and the fanatic. 

‘Whar counts here 1 sot the gpeed and citety of leaemag Tt 
saber 4 matter of perspective, Large facts are accepted a4 large, 
nal! ot soll, tiviad at eivil, momestous as momentons Thi 
the very esteoce of atgaciry. Abd you onay fad st in a very slow 
learner ax well a ina fant one. Dosistlest the highest sagacity o2curs 
‘mort often in cuajuaction with ewift znd accurate learaing, iawmuch 

latter teat alooe can furoigh the sagations man with copiout 


























fead of kaewledge in meagre utes that fund with geavine wisdom. 
ier) 


‘Witnew the ignorant man who knowt he it ipporest end seldoot 
‘veatures io opinico or in act beyud bin bosadr, yet thin chess 

alway vee clearly. 
Supreme sagucity szvolves two tarts. Ose is weing things from 
‘and in content perspective. The other is kaowing 









the truly great wie man knows unuelf aud hin idicsyncracien quite 


a clearly at he kzaws the world. He can put hist 1p 
On the other had, thi tlf-knowledge docs aot bar 
nor paralyze hia action a1 mere mrorpecton 40 frequeatly dort 
‘Thu meas that the very woe man can be acither eremely [omo- 
verted nor exttamely extraveried nor extremely ext, DUt Mt 
Bend all dee of these tendencies 
‘At the opponte extreme what appear? Complen ability to treat 
mportaet, © tvial ooe as trivial, Complete 
fe ove’ own poitt of view abd perapecive. 
Hothagworth bas wctely ported out chat Gee the eypoal bel 
ofthe paychoncerone. He remarks: 
ate um sagacity will chos iexply « duporinon to reset 10 
pretest tral situation by ogling out some denil of ft wnd reacting, 
fora reacties previously amocisted with « 
‘which the detal fgured. . ..” (The peyehooenrotc be 
ay 05 hearing aa opece air, vomits xt the mention of « 
in ikea atthe nght of « Hower tem... .)® 





place. 























‘That is, be may once have satin the frost row of the top balcony 
at the opera and have grows ditzy at he looked down at the nage. 





Dest. Hr behavior 1 dominated by actodestal and trating seoci 
ls fe w roach ado about nothing, 









‘The greater the 
the fom ealy can sithertomyraha or gangstas nth thn othe. 
Of the pir, the wuee surely ecdenands hie inferior better. And {8 
seems probable that very wate mex nay pesetrae leer mindy almont 
to dhe care of thers being. Aa there are very few woch nea, chough, 
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th fect doesnot vitiate oar gencral conteatia ubast man's jgnorance 
of man 

L have s1ig that delerences on saguenty waderlie the fami 
minodertardiags berweea prococaced exxraverss and onended 18> 
‘rovers. This deserves comment. A man whose atestion  tzongly 

irected towards exteraalt rest Save # perspective radically dif 
{erent from that of the man who coastanuy dwells oa hin own taser 

fe, bu feelings, fantasies and craviogs. Each perapective may be 
definite Bach may therefore presct all things 1s some well oF 
iremzod pattern, Each may have its owo contisently malntzined 
Mandards of value, Hlence we cannot say chit 
ther 10 
‘we look 10 ell-Reowlecige, though, we come upon a prety relable 
measure of extravert and iarrovert. Aad {f it we also iad the bat 
‘of their profousd intellectoal antagonss, at well at these Saability 
‘w understand each other remotely, 

Tuevitebly the thocoughgovng istrovert exaggerate the importance 
of the prychic and the personal No lew inevitably does the un 
reatrined extravert underemmate 1. And to th» extent both ate 
ficest 12 agcity Such aa atrovert, xf iaclined ro reflection and 
alyns, moves toward x cocstellanas Of adeas whch are best typi- 
cd in the philoaophy of Kant Ee tende to regard cach inner ex- 

‘rally difleceat from he phyvcal order in which he 

ity, t0 him, 18 the one absolute reality Tome, ypace 

‘and matter are mere accident, or perhaps by-products sn the urne- 

lean and gpaceiess lite of the Ego. He chersbea the pleasant con 

jeuon User hia personal exure took gbape before and 

ail expec nace rh ad Ca, i Gempen h 

jenence cam alter st. Logically, then, he believes un some pre: 
deaination, though it nord cot be of the Calvinsee bean 

‘He s never a exthete He cxanot lose huamelf ia the joys of team 
or if he ent, race moment of abandon, he despues them and hum: 
belt all the more bitty. Hy unteres in other people 
‘wetk, of nat wholly lacking; and so too with his interest in sociry. 
‘Mon of all it has contempt for all manipulation of object, To hion 
she machanie and the inventor are mteriea devised by the dev te 
perplex bocet fll. 

‘How can such # mez comprehend ap uter extravert like Heary 
‘Ford who truly Lives and thioks exclesively sa the realm of iro, 

{H6] 


















































PSYCHAGNOIA 
‘eel, gasoline, rubber and lead? Such objective mids look upon mats 

‘machizes and pon the wate apa factory. They cootemplate life 

jumble of phyneal forces which, sf seduced to order and well 
hhameved, create happiness. They regard thee own plewsures aad 
pein hopes and fears an chemical process under dhesr sk.eh af, 
capable of being managed precuely es any chemcsl can be 3a 0 
Inboratory To their nner experieaces they ampate Ro more coHmIc 
amportance thaa to any other axidabon of electrobyus. 

‘Each nature of well-adjuated igtrovert and wellsdjested extravert 
finds sm happient outlet and actvity mn vis ows peculsar way. The 









hs ener Life Let cach hive aod leacn as he likes and 

feusy to predict Steady the seme perceptions, the 
‘amotions, aad the tubder mextal habe of the parr wll diverge 
‘unbl neither mae comprehenda the other. 

‘Nour, educate your extravert ia cee manner which intensifies tat 
nnaal extravarnve treads, while yoo trun your introvert 40 as 10 
torennfy 4 bis eaagesieal qwbjecoviry, and you got dhe utmort 
difleence, the flex prychie ecoxnpatiusey when both reach adult- 
hood. Consider this cate Nowhere mill you find a wider breach then 
between the anenufic paychologe and the extreme mystesrameatic 
‘The better each has been tramed ia his own beat, the faetber apart 








sare their thoughts und aspirations, Between them urgument is fate. 
You might a» well hope for fraieful cetty from e2 argument be- 
tyrten George Bernard Shaw, the vegetarian, and the King of the 
Cancibal Tilaads over the evils of Beth-eatng, 

‘What, for example, cam » perme imbsed with the spit of the 
vodern laboratory sy to 2 man like Middleton Murry? How can 
he eeply 02 Murry's tscere auertion that “modere prychology in 





Keats, who deserbed in The Vale of Saul Making” precitcly how 
oul made? * 

Here you behold that utter and ieremediable 
sangha and gutloaka which ip che plague of a 
you give intestve framing to ¢ natural exthete, att, ins, mystic 
‘or roRmantie any one ofthese wall ead up far removed free the sort 
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attained by ox jonately analytical and inguintive extavert mind. 
‘Yen, uch farther removed from the lnttr teday than in any eaclet 
age, ung jun because each type has corse tn faler bloom, chan 19 
UF richer opportunity for self-developmeat. Nurture wide the 
breath which maeare frat mde oscax-wide 

‘Or, agun, what w there 0 447 t Chevterton in such x pozciag 
‘Bight of wsighe 

eis beyond all my own weatitvitic to grap Mr. Chesterton un 
tus tnprema momenn of moral and ralipou paradox. Here is one 
of huudred iartrations 

‘Whea I road bie dazaling elaboration of | 
ica" T came to thie passage in the eeny on “The Neganve Spirit" 


A, youn keep bimaelt from vice by comunually 
He gy ese mal fm ao by con 


vniakideg of dene, tt 
tia eto 
tieut Sitch erld de pire eunoble orev abort whch 


isthe tore effcient, Ber nacely theve can be no queron tbevt 
‘which i the more wholesome.” 

T paused and ssid: “Of coane there can't he aay quertion sboat 
thaw” But—fancy my bewslderment!—a Chesterton admirer told me 
‘few hours inter that Chertertoe menat it was more wholesome for 
the youth to think aboot dhe Vargin Mary! And T bad euppored he 
‘meant the oppoute. After wenty years or 40, I wll cannat conceive 
of amd ht woald regard he Cecterion meted wr enydute bat 
1 form of erotic pervecnion. 

For may years 1 war ficaly convinced that Chesterton was 4 
practical joker who pulled his paradaxes to delight « publte. One 
ey somebody aavured me that the Englishman was ase of the alert 
defenders of the Faith. So T tied to read him ig « new light At 
Jength T eve mp, convinced that, a the core of the crestor, where 
‘mutt be something--maybe am endocrine secretion, maybe 12 
{eatilinn, maybe nsceretcredo—wtsch I am consttuteaally unable 
to grasp or even to graze with « Sager 






































[Nobody mbo has observed at all widely doubes that scx differeoces 
count heavily in ebapig the total peeatality paticen and hence 
GM) 
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liming cack individual's sppatbeve imagination and Socreaxing 
4 thounuadtold hie Labilty to wupidieg toward the other tex. Unlot™ 
tanaely, though, there a neeer bees vex 4 raperioaliverdgion 
cf thin mater So far 0 1 cus Jara, no book ha ever been writen 
‘which atmmpts, however febly, to describe actual coanetinat be- 
feces apie erode behavior paueres aad ¢peclc tenperameny, 
‘eusudes ua tends of fantaay. Tadeo, there aze only thre or foot 
{por of the erode pemeras temeves? aad chai are Bald cae 
Initrics devoud ef eaterpreacn, Inthe year 1982, when all 

iv aad all paychologion agree thet vex eae shape pervslity In 
any imporust wayn no scents in publicly inverngutng, cae 
io arent initeon or eadowment is wiling to Gnunce such 42 
saverngution opel, and few reputable book publaber dare an. 
‘rousce« book on sch a subjec, even ia heir medical lua Tt t0 
be marveled at Ut we kaow presiout tle abeut persoouiet, 
when wach conditions preval? The trickle of reves in this im: 
tantly sigicant Gald nal caried on were aad few worker 
ive aware of thowe otbers who seck the truth bere. AMDT can any 
‘hour chs subjec I a, i genera, we mut expect tar the great 
of wh di sight will ccue whee we Bid 
the grenien ndivideal difeceaces ia phyical patra, 
energy outer and in the geoera type of pleyologca oqaicium. 





























‘We thatt oot here go iata the queation of vex dilferences, except 10 
show how there forer the typutitic arinog from “sex entagoniaay” 
aud timular muunderstandings between mule asd female. 

"Wren teed aaturaly to color theis plceores of theauelves, of 
‘ther people, of the world, and of life with hues and thadings quite 
‘unlike thoye favored by orduaary mex. Herein the basis of the nor 





ps 10 rauocalise her ows eactional-eppetitive patter, my be 
teen in the anetions aboot “tex cntaposian” eatertained by 
‘many advanced feminina. To be nore, shes feminiva are aot average 
roma; they are raperior tm the average (a intigence and timply 
dsflereat from the evecoge ra vacions other respects. Neverthelen, 
‘hey develop vizws ther aze, ia all probablhity, mere exagrerations 
of normal tends Here is receatinuance. 

‘Dr. Beatrice Hinkle depica men ax tctfied by women, Before 
she convention of the CGD Sindy Amann of Amis co 
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October 25, 1925, 2 New York Cuy, this danngusbed prycho- 
analy and tranditor of jung #24: 


‘An overwhelming fear of woman hes dexp im the soul of moan 
ted the exute of the nex antagoaism about whch Ae eles 
talking!” 


have italicnod the fae wards because they are diaguoatically 
Important In al my ite 1 have never heard a man tll about “ex 
‘antagoncm.™ Nor eae! And T beve ducuwed alt kinds of toprce 
‘il Mod of eaenther moe Sas mat ppcolgiy wa 
lye have But T have heard maay feminisa talk at great 
eens abot xt and war eloqacnt, sf aot furious. 

‘Dr. Hinkle get the notion that men are alway talking 












of woman's stagate for greter freedom” For vgn of ths pane 
1 have seerched i vaso-nin club, im newtpapern everywhere. All 
the mea T have ever talked with thous the emancipation of women 
shave boca ether aegulerly aaseterested ve te mater or eve uve 
shrugged doer shoulders and sad, “Ob, let the wore do what 
they ike” Yadeed, moat Eoropeas aed Oretalobaervers copie 
that the American oan is altogether to leeezt, pood uated and 
fextraeaganily Liberal with hs worse fois. 

‘Apis, e sume suthonty wees about the duanzoureflecy of 
marriage upon women and declares that proof of “the wobmergiog 
‘ec of marriage on women ws aforded by De numerous soetauces 
in which wrves separated by death or ocherase fram Ge husbonds 
hrave Blowomed sddenly toto happy, capable and useful nd 
ale"*"Heyood a douby, there have bees wich cama; T know of 
several within way own range of contac. Bet Dr. Hable cam 
thovare of the nessuty of proving “ohe mubmerping eect of mate 

age” by 8 warvey of tl cary of roarrage rather than by cibag & 
Fer favorable inatancen Locking et Ohe atonal vatintcn ether th 
at Halted cate, we Sid thatthe deat: rate among widows it Very 
‘much higher aa among other women, be they marred or 8106] 
ia corepoadiag age groupe Ta other words, De: Hinkley eat 























TFT Che of Mas Maree” Mere agen, eh 2 
Tate] 
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er the rare exezptions The tule is that women who are devoted 
from marrage boads by death fe] to blowom. They capsot adjon 
‘othe free Life of the idea! feminist 

‘Now what has all the te do with the limtttons upo the ey. 
Pathetic imapoation? Well, st Jp the attempt of a highly trained 
ecieobfic mind wn » woman's body to understand the stud, 
‘thoughts, and emotions of ordinary males. Av such, at ix rather w Bat 
fizrle And, 9o fer at 1 caz see, it fsla chiedy becusse this scien 
hnfic woman, le aay others, can 20 more perceive objectively 

smanculine pecsooality chan 2a ordinary man e43 

perceive objectively certasa aspect of feannise personglity. Never 
‘he twain shall ence, whee t comes to those complex tnd 
tegrations winch grow largely out of ptinsord 
ference. If « marate woman #1 highly truined at Dr. Hckle 
believe auch nonsense aboot "imeo's overwhelming fears of women," 
what may we expect of untrained women? 

ewite with differences of age Nobody maintains chat w Bye: 
yearold child can put humwel! am che place of Bi father or 
Imothes; and we afl know how eoormoualy dificult xt is for (ater 
1 mater to undertand the five year-olds oxtiock. Now and thea 
you come upon 4 rare adol: who does preserve intact many of I 
‘own childhood experiences with siegular puriry; but the normal 
tendency 1s toward a blurring aod an obliveseace’ We see it in the 
Perenmial musnaderstind.ngs between the older and the younger 
(grucratioar Each age loves to believe that there n sometinog wonder. 
fully new in the cash, bot that ection ia ualveté rweetened with 
cegotiam, The lick of adequate iamght here xs normal constant de 
te age dufferencea. 

Tahal not discuss the way m which all our varios kinds of ex 
erence trom youth to old age qualify our sympatheDe imagination, 
For chit 4 a2 old, old tory with which mont of as ere only 100 
familiag, The people with whom we grow op, the variour school 
teachers who have moulded ws with birek or bala, ehe jobs we eve 
‘uckled, the rlshape we have encountered, the geod luck thar har 
‘come obs way,—all sheve inevitably play some partie making soxat 
















































caperience,, we mutt always expect sccie litle—perhaps uterly 
mmeanurable—difereaces burct opoa pach lereducible variations 
(3807 
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patcecns. For the prychologitt they probably mutt alwiyt re- 
is ike fadicovessble 






‘There prefereacer came out sharply in a serie of experiments 
performed by F. A. C. Perrin.* They ares vobstantially with occur 
‘sonal notes T have tikes on college wradents and dheir seta for 
‘king or dishing on axother. They all go t0 show that «owt of 
‘ws tll judge one another ag do cats and doys—chiefly hy the none, 
‘Of all the organs ved functions of the body, the some 19 the mont 
Sntolerat. It plays part a shaping human friendshups and ers 








fncer Jn the lear. Quite the reveriet They couse every Inter dv 
covery im the Light of theic rat impression. 
Tf tit impeenion H wovnaly favorable, cy how friendship to 
ward the perton; end this arcally indoees the person tm behave good- 
Aaa ap” a of Bp Pe, 
£382) 








‘PSYCHAGNOIA 
snataredly toward them, with the cerult that the observer wes in hin 
‘only good qualitie. If the frst impresion as bece decidedly ax- 
fagoalitc or ons of disgun, the opposite tequeece of events cums 
‘The “vntuitve” observers show their dilike or repaguacen in thie 
conduct, which in tara moves the disiked penx to some more oF 
le simular aticude; end then they ve only bis Bad side, By vireve 
of tie vetion and reaction, coarse and gresry tkias love young Indy 
seaographers about as misy fobt as are ever lost on account of 
bra lack or finger inepuness. That this is true hax been shown by 
seted espenmnts coadeced ix exployocat agracin. Let it be 

ice dhat the male i yearch of employment nufery equally 











toward coun, greary skins, and hough all unconscioos of the reawoa 
for the dike, they show an wafaverabie attitude which Ieeves both 
employer and’ prospective emplayse utterly "oct of syespathy.” It 
ta dificult seek out the cause of this repelsoa exused by « com 





tat aacsioniog of the seasory tract. 
Sometimes the cycle kes another course. The great treagth of 
ction ft when ax evidence that It reveal the truth,“ hated 
1 et eyes on her,* lady once remarked to 
ime, “There ave have been something radically wreag wit: bet, 
Hlow elie could ahe wir me up wo?” Thin is quite plauttble—eabl 
‘you know that the antipathy muy have had any oot of a hundred 
‘causes in the patt Ife of the lady herself. It may cren have sprung. 
from x long-forgottea cxpencace of early childhood. Thete in 20 
regular consecnon betweca the inteamty of one’s fesliogs and the 
"truth that ove feel, bot the temptation to believe tat there arom 
be in very utroag. Aad st maker for cruel misanderndingy and 
supidities 
Here [ have in ind « certain reoowmed chemist. During « par. 
neslarly intennfied period of cetearch he worked with some power. 
fal chemicals that stained his Banda » dey yellow. His laboratory 
reeked with obocriour adore, and because of his Jong hoary there 
there seemed to permeate hit very person. Certialy the odors bung 
‘is clothing, Abort thu tine, too, be war attending many minor 
fairs and meeting many persoas. He bus laughingly told me 
shar che disque of Bis aew acquaiztances wa ell but evdible. They 
(ond fan from bch ot heh of bie yellow bunds and or ht 





















HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘Faun odors of his laboratory. Ana yet each and all undoubeedly knew 
the man to be one ofthe greater chemo of fut hime. 

Everyone keows that perwoes are coatinualiy being vorprised ot 
learmeg “how ordinary great men are” Well, oe of 008 40 #Ut- 
prtiog. We build ap rooaane notions aboct Ure or thet one af the 
luscious; and then we sve or talk wath hum, and judge him by 
Sarat motion of the haad, by the fact shat he hase’s shaved for ten 
Dhaura or by the aarleng dascavery that he ought to ute x toothbresh. 
‘Those who were admitted to Theodore Roosevelt's preseace daring 
‘hu admuainravion ummedsately judged the moe “moxt human end 
Wkeble,” bectute the Prevent war ape to forget both hamgelt and 
those pretent and go prascing exciedly, azgrily—and “humanly” 
‘up and dows Ius ofce floor Many the impree 














The mus mace by 
bi womeroey rer ky any te apron that wl endure 
tn the impremed he gone he pave, Te feecy mr doe 
thar dre umpremona nf sre ic athe fst that they aze mare 
fo rtrong tha we maa nc nc to tee 

hl many save reacons smerds people ae part of sa 

zany mare ee the ces of create, cs! 
iden Ibe To analyse cf tne et ode 
mast hawwiaige othe penon' cB Cl 

Whey oct ont mee spect very ican and Sunpry Caos we 
Drotcher ha, wae pacng chldike sum ete honey an 
rowad eprghtcm of every grmeog fet an he mera? Why dont 
tse moran Shor Gor eh sa oe her beat veya rou 
thosered one whe leks ikea coting advercncat? Why fo 
aoe of wt (Geo alerts tothe erty) adenre Biante 
tril he us uorehiader? Whacrer the cane my 
Te coudest that mone of wit be dev fom sandy pesto 
bt penta experancs with vorees paople, The 
‘aves ang Serge, bape ltsertsves oc 
shies mot nappropnaty, when we acocterwesunge eb 


























the loved one or the hated oor in some abeurd taviaity of bie 
mature 
‘Here the simple sensory rexpocse diminishes to 4 poychic point 


which, #0 to apeak, becomes the censer of 2 hoge eyecm of iategr 

five acts Sometimes the ritem is chuefy ethene, romctimes soci 

ometimes intellectual, sometimes zelpom, and what not. A hort 

of near factors mater, caly to raise new and gresicr duficalies 
[3s] 
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"These larger enhenc respaates are appslhngly tard to analyze, 
‘And nobody knows Jess shost them thes the person in whom they 
‘eur. They seam wo ummple, 0 self-evident, 0 womese, wa geauine! 
‘They must report seme profound truth} The pertoa whe eajoyy the 
‘euhetc expencace docs not Seattate to luk stp with all hip moral, 
‘eligioas aad philosophical judgments Here 18 ove of the funsiest 
inaeaneey of anch hakage that 1 have ever eacoostered, It 1¢ he 
tenouy matemeat of reo wel meamog acthors who are trying to 
teach our nung generation morals. (God help the poor hile dene!) 

‘The authors, Wilton and Fairley, reveal their persunal eathetw: 
rexpouses frankly ia x sweepeng condemnation of all suveget Here 
are ther exact woe 

















“The Savage inn every wey inteior to cuted man, The 
supe thvaip aft fac of the Noman specs and of hum oy. 
uly that here the yteligent cooperation of math 

go ee eae, ut ufone he San 









sha gia vain who puerto che stags: bat 
ta patel dewlpment ow rbrdane  ihen O 
{tiger bent; «rnoger ol, 2 move Bersuf soa! a 


ere js the nomteate of the azace carried to its ebeolae fomit fn 
atvgnalszavon that punt tand for many years 28 gem of ri 

Evideotly the authors have some strong primtve reacoon 
Negroes, Malay, and Chinese, presumably bused on odor, on ample 
color and form perceptions, and ob a hodge podge of false teaching 
“Thete ongnal teadencies have bora reinforced by habit, of course; 
vot now, an aoe yearn the authors fed theeteives let able than 
ver tm enjoy the nght of the noble zed Indtan’s fac or the profile 
of « Banta deruel. To harmonize all ther expenences, beuc and 
‘moral, they then conttree the Beautiful asthe Good, find that good. 


File tl bey Taman Yoey Poge Hen 
T3585) 








HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
nem causes beauty wwhule nanghtiocw maker an ugiy mag. Let us 
‘wonder whar they would tay 6 « Chinese coolie who tld them tht 
he thought their own faces as ugly a8 40 mudpaddles! That would 
complicate philowoplty nota Kite, woulda't ik? Caa sbe poor eavage 
cever have any rmpathenic insight inno Wslson and Faitley? Can 
these suthors cver gain fanight into the simple swvage? Not io = 
thousand ages! 

‘Now here we have umply an extreme instance of a waivers 
tendency, Testes invade and alter men's jodgmenta ib affai far 
removed from umple exhetica There's the rab! Aad the degree of 











weasiuvnti ang standards deled imto we during caldhood, expe 
cially by teachers And once opr tater have pervaded oor entre 
range of judgments, we Usea crave eighty to juabty all ous hiker 
snd dulikes. Aad this only too often Blocks vs whea we try to 6 
ther people at they ase. 

‘We rmght go on for x bondred pages listing inttancen of vopid 
_mujudgments of people based upon vandry obscure exthenc smprer 

ion which have later been ratisoalized for the auke of 
the Judge's pervate taste. How many timea have you 
tance, that «recediog chin ars x weak will? Wells weak chin 
nearerly 2 ante guide to character reading For it's often cauned 
by rickea dariag childhood. Nor is « “strong jaw” 
of  powecfal porcealicy, ar it often revolts from nota more 
rmpiteriour thae proper food early ax Life. Again itis the revslt of 
endocrine diseate. The stronger jaw I have ever veca was attached 























‘speak chins” and Sod chat all of them have been misjudged by 
stupid abaervers 
‘At long a1 mcs do not like the Jocks of sacs features, they will 
fod fosieation for their dike; and we caaoet prevail ageaat 
them So it would seem thet the oaty wey w rid the world ofthis 
ly eror itt i inf the tous of Cychope who commit 
t56] 
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APrEARANCES 


“The Aili came within hair's breads of winaing the World War 
as the oaner. But fr the mupidiny ofthe Bawash oteen in RAS 
4 ruage Fresca by bia poyucal appearance, mires ow dead 
Imighe be wil alive and apps. 
‘At ise in the morning, ca the third of September, 1914, he 
German cobors were swecping around Para ‘They were 
float wishin ght ofthe ry. Kiec's soy, atthe extreme west 
Of the invader fine, was erating the Marne, i he foal act of 
tcircung the French capitl, when « eal! oficer in Laozertct 
try found on the body of « dead Germs offer orders from the 
‘German Headquarter which revealed tht a Kisck moved onward, 
‘he wus seriolyexponag the Gers aula to an stack 
‘When this news reached Gallas, the cew anstary governor of 
Past perceived ja 2 Sesh the new tetp end st pomibtiuen He 
told Pape Jollee, tas raperior, bow they could inp the Germ 
Fight dank with «rose operatian. Dull old Pape Joffre could not 
tee t but he did agre to give it Caoughe Gallia’, who, above all 
ther geoerals ic the warring armiet, bed a beta sev of ri aad 
ce relavens narlingly Like Napeleo', cwhed off 





























tub headquarter in Melon, when Gal- 
raced ap ia hu dirty motor car. Archibild Marray, chief of 
taf, win not acosad either; vo Galiéei had to extalub cootacts 
swith whatever Beith officers he could Gnd. Lt wt make fase allow 
{ince for the frame of iad in whack these oficers then happened, 

they were depredied, tomewbat confused, end connderably 
illusionad aver the eficicary of the French gry. When the cat 
drew up, Gallet chatted wth gore of them and hed the euill of 
‘beating thera declare Gut, if they bed known wher « muerable pack 
of frog-eaters these Freach were, they would oever have eatersd 
the wae. 

“Aiter that plestast iotredaction Gaulldai started argustg in favat 
of s quick coup against Risck. The Brith eyed the aanger; 
‘mort namzilitay loaklag” fellow, “bespecracied, untidy, with shagay 

‘lack buroaed boot and yellow legging” ab Captain 
SIE Can Ei cin its He ees Ete la 




















MISTORY OF HUMAN sTuPIoITY 
the ada, that oot eminent solder with « pasges: git of humout 
remazked that ‘so Brit offoer would be ters speding 0 nach 
dumped comedian?” 

‘The Brtah frowned haughtly upon the proponls of this ducmaed 
comedian. They showed “great tepogsance.” Gallen: wasted wher 
hous for Preach to return; then Re hed to apeed back to iw Part 
‘pos, ua emporaty defeat. aly by good luck ed high prese, did 
Kemanage to perteude dull old Papa Joie a dey too late for the 
big woke, Sot wil wo time to was che walled Bante ofthe Marne 

Te a prety chess to mmlitery experts Gat, sf Archibald Murray, 
cet of wall who scowled on thy comeisis had been opeauminded 
tnd tres from imbeole aeaiven toward 4 mast clothes and bat- 
bering, Gale: could have won hm over to fer ctlon. And thea? 
‘The German aray would have Dera trapped; Molth, wha wat very 
ue over the whole passion anyhow, would ave been te fall 
fght all along the ceater. Aed the Allie would have been « 

‘Ah welll Dream on! For dreams are oo furthet removed from 
rete a vate py ogg By APPA 
ance only. 

‘Our Atty Rabu face toward entermale Engaged at we ate 
continual srugzle foc food, thee, safety ad heath, we deal wih 
objec more ofter dan with inner autores. Curcuy to, we 
seth objcet» almost whally trough their vorfacer It it only the 
food and disk we swallow and the at we breadhe thet we handle 
more intineely 8a we have few chances to lear the Yander of 
hogs be thee thingy mountine or book mgent. And when the rare 
chante comes, we extoot pret iy far we lack exter. 

"That we fall prey to oot eleestal adits in the struggle for 

“A busker who has spect yeu over foreige exchange 
‘me ofhand any mote ltl thes T cts rattle off 









































Sizing up a roan requires emmense expericace 2c Jem than taining, 


Tein an art that cannoe be picked up over aight Practice iv indue 
[pemable, Some uniciearie men who live midied people earnestly 
for many years acquire the knack of pexcratiog human aazare and 
ttn sre pichlogas who have wosked excel in tae 
narrower field. 
Flam gross the uaperior man’s i of homo ature is ca, 
1358] 








PSECHAGNOIA 
veatcely be fathomed. 1 have often made the exempt, oly to come 
tothe end of may rounding une wechovt biting bottom. 

‘While cacrying co work n pertoncel mazagement tome years 20, 
1 fooad the chance t interview  pomber of raccestvl manutar” 
rurera about the ways they nzed sp candidates for smportast poet: 
tm their factories. Oze maa attended chiefly to the cundidetes' shoes 
and the way be managed hu fect duriog the interview. Another con 
sidered the color and mauzer of the candidates above everythiog 
lc; and he confided to me the great secret that ull great busine 
‘executives have meely-blve orbt (I have mnce found thet all of 
them have, sve those who have black, brawe, gray, greea Or varie 
tetied eyer) A third man aud he wed the oethod of a fiend of bi, 
‘which was to esher the candidate into e room where there wi 
ratther chair nor Rat rack, and then to sty 10 hum briskly: “Hi 
Up your hat and ait down” Whar the candidate did was « sure 
revelation of hit character. More recently, the Yellow Cab Company 
fof Newark, through it» employment officer, ennounced that it did 
fot hive red-headed mea as taxical driverr— becanse all seu with 

telligence, were “too speedy” 









tw be safeand-sane chauffeurs 

‘A frend of mine dete the habit of chewing cor. The mere 

ight of « chewer leaves fnm im almom snvage coaditios. He will 
ot talk fo people while they chew gars. He regaris the vice o# 4 
sure mgn of unpeakable valganty. No gentleman, no well-bred 
‘pervon will ever put a cad in hx mosth! Aad 10 et goes ox. Someone 
sumnewhere can always connect an ensemble perionality about the 
color of woman's lsptock or the ext and weave of « man eack cont, 
A letting down wa 2 man's appearance w reppoted to contribute (0- 
‘wand a break 1s character; whereas the truth of the matter i that, f 
‘break there wan, rt probebly occurred Song before the bunoed of 
‘ertng down” Groomng today mesos semethrng, yea; it meamt 
prospotity, ata rule (fit meant mare than that, we would be 2 cha 
melon 1208, taking on ew personality color with exch sxunor shift 
(out fortupes and tailors. 

‘Now behind all wack lndicrovs clairvoyance ab shove Jur mene 
‘uoted you find a cotton that men are simple objects lake desky and 
‘agar, ta be appraised by tome one of two Title marka And thi, 
Tam tare, i more often than not « natural resit of Long dealing 
‘with simple objec Ike tmocks, bonds, autocaobsles and cerpet tacks, 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
slacing workaday boar. Happily or axhappily,« man's core is oot 
stall ike that of w cazpet tack. 

‘There it undesisly, sore foundates for i 





itlamon of Ikeness 


among hucoans bur 20t enough to werraat Broad infereares. Out 
‘from eteriorswze much alike, jos a are che rom exterior of all the 
‘enooth pebbles inthe bottom of the siver. Lake all ofthe pebblea we 
Ihave all beea acts pou by the azme forces of att, water, weather, 
tod fod In aor own cla we may al cin highly Werotyped ott 





of the poople who surwve to exhibit teoeelves jo them, Consider 
the billions of homaan beingp who die between the frst wesk of em 
Dryoaic Ife vad dhe teeth port-catal year. Consider alo the sullions 
‘who die of rome mental or phyica! defect ix later yeart, or Who ge 
into seclusion or are locked up un yas of kalled 

Flow ualike the normal adult! And how difereatly they would be- 
‘nave ia his tuations! The “normal” maa, then is fort one val wab- 
‘vanety 1m a huge clam containing many other aub-vare 
conchunions we draw about bus life and actrvitice are about 
‘who survive cevtais narrowhy-deSced condition. 

‘Conspicuous people slane shape the popults opinion xbout the 
groups to which they, ia some nease, Delong. You tet ont to obberve 
tha Raglah let ox ay. What do you do? You rend books and exays 
‘bout the Engluk. You sady Bnglsh history. You wi Landon 
‘and can ot froma a bus, You chat with clerks eed waiter, wath lords 
sand lathes. You snk the English what they dhemelves took about 
thenuelven. You aak other tourits wast they think about the Eag- 
Lah. You may study trade atinics end populabon curves, Ta time 
you make up yoor mind; the Kagiush are dn and thet, they differ 
toma the French thus and from the Germans 30, 

‘Now fully 959% of your evestoal verdict bas beto—whether you 
are aware of it or aot—decived from eaetpicuom Bribery and 
‘heir conspicuous acu. The great poesy the greet dramenim the 
peat Jouraalien, the qzeatstteamen, the great merchant, the great 
‘rmalaals, the great lawyesa, the great sciextim—these axe the FeO- 
‘le who fl the front pages of the newspapers, who write thote ume 
ep who wrt baths and ae wae aber fs took wh tu 
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the course of empire, who embroi she uations and tautch thea from 
the burning, wha enrage or delight the herd with speech, and who 
raft the policic of wer and peace ao low thas the programm of 
‘proaperiy end failure. 

‘Same mea become conspicuous by sccideat, ethers try the will of 
tome power behind the thrace, athers shrogs coming, aubere 
through crime, ethers by dul, bard work; will ether throughs brib- 
(ry, ethers through aervasty, and others by simple seniority of rank 
jn a vare burcancracy. How expect then azy important revemblence 
mong all the coaypscooos? Woald you fod the American cace Alte 
clored Ia the Teest commocn denocinator of Abraham Lincalo, U. 

Grant, Horace Greeley, Whistler, Witlasn James, Joba L. Balls 
‘win, Harry Tracy, Al Cepoas, Rudy Vallee, At Siath, Herbert 
Hoover, George Gershwin, Jane Addams,” Willem Randolph 
Hearn, Nicholas Murray Butler, Airsee Secople McPherioo, and 
Knute Rockne? No, the conepicaouy moan nrually devices {ops all 
‘thers and owes his publicity to hus deviation What 19 ordinary, 
camme, aver sey caoone wend out end eter ata, 

wie 

‘A nation of 4 race diicomes ibelf :0 thowe ordiaary, common, 
vumveral characteritice Hence it is all but impomible to discern 
these inthe eusencee. T admit cat ey may be presat there, bot 
ew deeply overshadowed by the trast and circnmatznces Uhat make 
for famet Ttiscaly in wick thingy as the common epeech, folk cur- 
toms, trade prachees, poplar roorals, preferences in food, driak, 
play, exeraue, books, motion pierates, xnd other herd behavior that 
‘we come 19 grips with any large mumber of people. 

‘Men reveal their social wopidity when they declare ot aarezne that 
1 people is reflected in ie great men. They are ignorant of the pey- 
chology of fame and, on « deeper level, noxware thet aang diferent 
‘nds of human relations give rise to fame: Was the ordinary Moogel 
like Jenghin Khan? Wax the common Freech peatunt of the cight- 
‘enth century » faint iouge of Napoleon, or of Diderot, or of Val- 
‘aire? Was the shopkseper in Stratford-on-Aven during the daye at 
‘good Queen Baw a ciniarure Shakespeare? War the paca of Castle 
mute, 
valves 

‘What if we 
indurest appearances of them handed dows in books? The reaale le 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
usually grotesque. Read almost any faraou» argument by tbe lusty 
champioss of the Nordic aayts. Thus MeDeogall beliclea the 
tive curionty and boldnem of the Lation and extols the Vikings" 
Hre tells us that Roman sailors carely vextored sn cheir ships beyosd 
‘the Pillar of Hercoles; but “the barbaroos Vikongs in their emalicr 
ups asiled to Teeland, Greeeland, aad America. - Here thea 
farther evidence that im the Mednecracean race the iniiact of 








‘argument you can prove anything. Thus, yor can take 
find mont aggrensive of all modera pirates, uke Moron 
of the southera Philippines and the Canwsese rivers, and you 
‘an show haw they tally forth ento strange watere and loot lua, 
Wwhule the soft and dectdent iehsbitant of the Crear Laker never 
tail there vbape out of chi fresh water ita the seat oceamt Or, 
if you prefer, you can demonstrate thet oot Pennsylvania farmert 
are infer adventure and carzonty to ovr Georgia Negron nay 
‘much as the former rarely wander fcom home, while the Ne 

are migrating northward hy the thowrsads Prychologiet who 
‘would speculate over the messing of Viking and Rocan beh 
‘would do well w begin somewhat searer hame Let them obwerve 
the mobves of the mullioes whe have poured unto Arsenic through 
Elly Island. They well discover that virtually all of wach vmsoi- 
(grants are job haters, while a few are refugees Men huat Jobe 
tually because they are erther axt of work of employed sn highly 
‘unfavorable surroundings So with the Vokungs: they bred fait an & 
sterile regron from whieb the younger sons had to fee or starve. Af 
they could not well fee tave by bout. The Romans, ox the other hand, 
lacked every motive to explore the open cceiss They had more 
‘wenlth, more trade, aod more power thin they could manage within 
the Mediterranean basin alone. Even at et wat, they comantied the 
tunivertal errr of Brg Butineas and expanded too rapidly. 

‘The Nordic champions peraneatiy fail to undertand that a seem 
vogly minor change of envsreamoeat can reverse the outward express 
‘son of a tra, or that, with rach # change, the social uacfuloeas and 
the worvival value of the art may alg reverse. For metunce, x white 
‘man of the noblest moral ats im whom there hay sever bees evident 
the farotes tendency toward unfairness of Bratalty may become 
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tyrant and moniter after be hay lived for 4 year or ewo in 4 fand 
where the average temperature and homid:ty rues x hile higher 
tha un his northern home Now which shall we say? Wat he "at 
Ieart” a tyrant and moss all the while, concesbog these eel 
trond when he felt conforuble und “Iayiag bare ins woul” when he 
‘moved south? Or was he always eoble spit, 2ow temporarily “not 
Dlmuelt” because of the sticky beut? ‘The quesioe forces into the 
‘pea the whale xbeardily of the tow fethicnable pratte tbost 1m: 





net ‘The catve and permanent characterinc m nuch a man i, of 
‘conn, neither “aobihty™ cor “brumlnty.” [tus « physiological 








‘new agin, at fair sample, In coo! leveades 204 hesghts weal 
server mn well But a 900 ashe fas tranaplanied to the topred it 
becomes « mesace both to huntelf and to others Read, f you will, 
any of the grim records of enterprisax white ten who bave gone 
from Europe to Atnice or Souther Aus 2 quet of wealth and 
omer Damp net mea many ofthe murder and dvs ober 

and tureure fr vrcrovsncan wich they theen- 














factor of weather, food, tramportines, population, 
denny, prevateace of duasses, asd hesves known shat not. To 2 
ume that they alateye represent che ame unger stutude oF potesey 

hand the whole marter of sonal adjuitmenta TE the 










‘hem any pee- 
‘Bope at that of dicovering the chemistry 
of rallnc wletions by tiliag the teres sexs for seven yeure. 

Ob, painful thoaghe} Nearly all we leara, ic our formaciva year, 
bout people long tte 12d people far away comes from second-hand, 
thied-hand and fourth-haed accouom by por, pubnicay, and hack 
‘writer, all of whom read isto the characere they dexeribe traits 
drawn trom sappoted tet of the people at a whole over I00g periods. 
Do we kaow anythiag about the ancient Grecia, or about the Ro- 
maps, or about the eighteenth oeatury Freech? Sometimes I woo- 
der darkly. 
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“The endeney ta judge people in terms of our ow sly babi is 
soivenat Iti ia shot, bucoan sature My scien cat be the 
turf ary appraising the activities of other people I eve no thet 
cenrumeat of judgment. My erooge seis aut be those which 
ire ton exeseely pracaed. Hance i eat the way af daily fe 
tende 10 became the way of vecing homer nanize 

Now our own ege, being peceliariy indostrial, commercial, 
techoreal and scien, leads unto babies of oor and inner be: 
vor correspondingly diferent from thoe which have prevailed 12 
father tn, Leto asee a the watt cocpicoons change, 

"Above all otters I would place dhe narrowing of the range of 
dtoly babii the Industral laborer of axe factory 42d mill oat 
‘The touet whe, for sive or tea hour « day, repeat some simple, 
‘mopotasoi operation with tel or chive icra knows iuamelt 
few thoroughly thao dd the ld Use worker who bad 0 ry Bumelt 
Gut m many wayy, sow chopping wood, now fuioniag hw own 
‘thoes, aow beildog bs owe hose e thes, sow teachion his ehildren 
the chree R's, now slaughtering pigs for the wioret's pork. The more 
thiogy a maa tas doae,w pay o Ho extent, the beter hei ky 
now hinwelf. Being hieucl? onder many conditions, noting 
favlres here and bu wccemes Bere, obverving hi variouapttuder 
tnd shortcomings, he m beter posted on butelt than. any factory 
‘rudge or white tala clerk could be. Given two tea of that the 
‘ume trelligeoce level, ve of the old type and the other af de bem, 
‘and you will normaly God the former theemder in bls extinetes of 

mic and others thea he eaders 
‘With the sadutalabaing of the world comes an sndliberte fa: 
‘Seaton of Ute. OF Sate the busines world as bees huring payee 
‘opts to salve i gricrun probleme of wockecy morele and worker? 
ioral. fa theis proper seal to cender toe secvices for which they 
‘re pud, woe ofthese cesta have industrialized their peyeSology 
{naead of develaping « peycbalogy of indany. Aad the ignorance 
tf aman nature that exegesis proc ie trcthing onderful 
to behold, One recent ‘pleases every employer with the ausat- 
face that “ezinem in» ieee of he wil” He thea sc out tole 
this prblese—how mech mest & man workin order t ecape the 
Jodie ot Seg ny? Andy Maple cmpaon of the tt 





























SYCHAGNOIA 


‘popolation with the number of wage earners ic wt, he Ende that exch 
‘worker sum: mpport 25 perons. This such Isbor, thee, represeste 
the moral dead lise. “Anything lest manifees « degree of wleset 
‘pen to censase or un fagulry isto im cautea, Herein lc the sora] 
principles which determine the miniziam of work # mah most pe 
form ia order to escepe the charge of iney garasitsc.”* 

‘Before we have done with these mudies, it will appear that it ie 
ut ax vicious to condemm every holtsy imax because he ia aot a 
produces a3 











thatthe atmpt co brand any taic es good of bed 
‘oorance of man’s makeap that i fraught with pelt imgomerable Ik 
19 but «ttle wep (roc breading the uoprodoctive man 1s evil 10 
accepting Lense’ doctriae that “mat. as 4 producer 1» tiore impor 
‘tant than moan asa citizen.” If Mara and Bolahevism ever preva sa 
they will do so with the reppoct of big bunines, wt svecew 

‘magauiaes aad a peychological Ecvoas. 
Tam not one of thove who wee 12 weh tendencies x uniter comspis~ 
of millionsutes to sbacklc the honest toler. I ied so them noth 















‘When she world becomes 4 factory, men think of om 
tory teen, of course, 

‘While the world bas been tureiog into» factory, schools have bee 

leew. Tanocent bors 

spend 

‘years there improviog their eds, or yach minds ax they bave They 

‘mart letra the names and dates and places of thingy and pervona 12- 
imametable, most of which re an incomequental a they ace mal 















ead, antly2n, and criticize sores af walled classics, most of which 
fe dull and cnpty, if aot dowaright weab, And they ace delle in 
the noble lie that all people wo sigh to muccoed and be of tens cos 
mie importance tart knew w loc 

Sach isthe ianer reintance of the normal youth that he comey 
through thie treadmill withost reroar injuries if he happees to fall 
wader the wlluroce of one or two exceptionel teachera blewed with 








ind Powe hoe tne 71,1 
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aught Bet be 4 oot likely t have such Jock, He probably is pet 
through the paces by a series of eeachers who treat im Ske « mere 
‘mind, aot bke a pervn. They jodge hie eaprely by tus grades, by bis 
stteahon 15 clanetoom, by tut speed ia memorieing and cate 
‘om to what they tel bum His joys bis sorzow, his secret eopiraions, 
iuicultvea with father oF eoduer, bis sate foadoes for Sehing 
om rauny days, nd all other coanplicanons of real fe he cnutt cheek. 
at the quter door at he enters school, Aed the result has been told 
many 4 ume by stutcan of meatal hygiene. The tearner develops 
Inated toward tehool and all knowledge} or, wore yet, he becomes 
snmardly warped and pousned to the point of Jucase aed tltr few 
years of stuggle vo the world which hus schools never taught hi 
bout, he IDK veto some doctor's afSce for treatment, 

‘All this of coune, w the aftermath of an educabooal system that 
at proper to the muddle agea and improper to everything else. It as 
the redactta ad abnurdase of the ancient theolog.ct! doctrine th 

‘only with the realm of the intellect and 




















1have permmted ia chu dack aed vaia couse is aot our 
‘ee; but we unt note that, when all said and doae,t 
squarely upea our intellectual clawes and there permcous ration 
tur Thu inter tendency w thevr oxtural beat, ax well ap their vor 
‘iooal habit ‘That m, people who are bore with exceptionally strong. 
‘memories and wclinationt to teara, rather than todo, will dif easily 
nd wucceufully into the protean of teaching. They enyey book 
ad book lore; they find nothing ampler, nthiey more thoroughly 
comfortable And to, in therr eympathc imegiaatcs, they 168 all 
‘youth doing the same thing, They themtclvet thtive on 
1; why then shoulda't everybody elie? They themielves are not 
bothered with wild emotions or vaia dreazza of porap and powe 
they shoe all such pertarbanoas. And wo should every other thinking. 
biog, Theo the false tres on any knowledges whoch cnes through 
ait our schools today iy vo zo small meanare, de result of the intel 
Ieetua’s ignorance of common mex The specials in knowledge 
protablykoows ve, te abou Ge mold tage a ws eos 
than the shrewd ditch digger does. Fer his ows — 
cru ony soem tpnests of Ie which de ch Sige pe 
‘ences even though with slight undereanding. 
"Te ind hn his et lel wed wih he high genorl 
74 
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aussfactoa is only too often an nestral coward the dongs 2 thinks 
about as the mathemationn 4 toward his moliplication table, I5- 
deed, thw neutrality, beiog the very triomph of intellect, 16 foe 
tered by the tusker in all bis relations toward the world, Excellest 
‘hea it has to do wth the topic of physice and chemin, at becomes 
1 defect when human beings are uader coatideretion. People are aot 
‘eutral and gever will be. To treat thea aa if dey were isto mittest 
them. Aad it ia ecly, «fallacy at well. For the iomllectaal who ig- 
‘pores or repudiates the intumate perumal phates of his student’ Liven, 
‘wthile tying to “improve cheir miod” ie making swamptions nowt 
thaye minds which are all saldly conteary t tact 

‘Vocatvoaal habs blur tbe ayonpathensc uatyaaatioa Like every 
other hacen fenction, o's sapathenc taught w open to oll warts 
of influence through habitual ose and duos. The more & person 
teas to live withia the ceele of his owe private thought memes, 
tnd munings, the harder he makes 1 for hicuelf vo penetrate other 
peronalines. Aud the longer he remains shut up wth himself, the 

hu response to other natvres become, Some of the 
supreme genvutes whote achreveroenis have been largely de 
fo their ereanve revery usd fentary bave lived within dhecnelves 
narrowly that they have been totally secompetent to graup evea the 
uemplesesceusden ond motvves of other poople OF the scores of te 
‘ances that might de eed Bere, T usually prefer to mestion Boo 
shoves, imply because we have nuch « wedith of evidence abot hia. 
‘The perrooality of ths ezpreme geaios reveals how aieely i dam- 
mane drive coward muncal fantary managed all bu other trend ub- 
ordiating them to wwelf wa thoroaghly that Beethoven literally Jont 
All effective contacts with the acter werld of society and bonne be- 
fore be wat thirty years old. Jn the realnic verse the 
devoid of sympathetic waught. He ishabuted « world 
whieh nobody penetrated. And he left others to live char own way 
in theie worlds, execpt ou « few divastrouy oceasioan. 

Contras ta Beethoven any man who has furceedod at a job in 
which he it forced to deal with all wort of people from misute 10 
nuts Hi mmocew w mainly » matter of natural selection, with 
practice making perfect hs eatve tread toward socal relasiona, Ea: 
‘Countering thousands of perzonal retpomees, ach a man builds up 
ammenve sytem of perceptive end judiciat ebuline which often tut- 
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‘Many ¢ poticoman “sees rough paaple" mare quickly and more 





Jule. Bo gee ree bow stele De cncca Wits people whch 
patrolman in a large city enjoys in che courte of ten yearn? Or how 
cftea he has to advise, ware, censure or oppote 4 thounaed sed coe 
‘varieties ofthe 

‘will bungle 








and, because of thelr resposuiutiea, geoer 
landing, None the Jeu, [ would trast ae old policeman of average 
smellgence much frer than I would trust many another mia of 
superior intelligence, when it comes to sizing up soatbody. 

‘There are other occuptnoss which éraw to them workers who by 
cute and by exciy trang divlike acd evoid personal contact, 
‘Here we must group most Riods of labor that are carried oo in yli- 
‘ade, be it by nscettity or through the worker’ ie, The 
theep Berder, the teapper, the lonely farmur, the astronomer, the 
‘mathematician, the clovet scholar in almott any subject whatsoever, 
the microxcopit, che musical comporer, the painter, nd many otbert 
do theleapecial work most advastageounly wheoever and wherever 
‘hey are leant embrodied iz Roman society, vv fbies and ity plea 
‘utes And conversely, mes i2clioed to ahue thet fellows for any rea- 
son at all wal show some preference for callings auch a thee, 10 f 
anther abilities allow. Wisely they seek 0 avoid the oppoctunity or 























‘William Howard Taft marked prefezence for high judicin poss, 
‘distinct from politica aed general administration, was born of this 
very inensitvity 20 nace! armations. Before hit exellent citizen 
‘found himuelf in the U. 8. Sopreme Cour, bo was repectedly geting. 
into hoe water (oe woree) as resal of thie peculiar aupidity. Une 
Tike the amcraey who shines at aerial lawyer or at  polincian, Taft 
‘was remarkably eadowed ith cold objectivity ix mout human relo- 
thom. A fanny book might be Sled with the Lighter consequences of 
J total lack of feeling. Here are cwa brief episoder which would 
‘ave tobe included in toe work. 

‘Taft won ak weir « mami ade the wm of bit 
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illustrious predeceswor, Great. Before 4 distlogeiabed gathering, in 
‘which were many old fcisads und admicers of Grant, Taft calmly 
iscansed—amoog other thingt—dhe unformaate drioking babies of 
‘he Inte lamented Geaeral and President. Apparealy, the honest old 
soul did not even petcew: che npgle of korrer aad iadignaton that 
fan through the crowd. It was aot uaul be rezamed to We 
and was coufroued hy « bewsldered bevy of canfdant that he began 
‘fel that vomething Bad gooe awry. A vewepsper aiitor told bm 
that be had coromutted an wepardonable stoped. 

‘don't vec why,” Tadt retorted plaistively. “It's a mates of pub- 
‘We knowledge that Geant got druak. It's even Ia some of the bitory 
Main 

‘The bepinaie 
1% sore people on the inside of har pasaful afar, 1m be found 
ary buck in a lemer of wacere thanks which Taft wrost to Rooue- 
vel after Taft's election a prenident. As you recall, Roosevelt picked 
tnd pasbed Taft uno the White Howse; 40 Tete cxpremed hiv grat- 
tude promptly. Toward the cloue of the Teter be wund (an aubstance, 

al text not beng available) “I owe you more thea any 
except my brother Charlee” 
‘Rootevelt blew up He amped up and dows, in his vical manner, 
bellowing: “What? He pats that big fathead, that old money! 
aahead of me? That old fool who caly gave hiet money? And I 
hum President of the United State?” 
the war was ex. 

Surely Taft was merely writing an ¢ judicial mind; he paused to 
weigh ad cocspare all his feieadh and whet he bad roorived at there 
hhanda, ‘Then be set dows Bit Reuoge. They, we ail know, ts excellent 
‘onthe beach but sometimes obnonvacs ithe parlor. The relation be- 
‘reen judge and courtroom differs aot « Little froze thet between ean 
sad mun in polite society. That was coc of the maty thingy which 
‘good old Tat never could seme Hin emapidiy wat of the common 
Social type and, according to eome of his friends, profound. 


























‘The ifluence af peramal contact in corrupting oar Judgment hee 
‘ot been duly meusured. 
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One ofthe peste blemngs of one prac ages aew physical 
fcerdom i bas bong. People cen move aboot t wll ow #8 DeVeE 
efor: "They tan ccpe every old gone ued Peal oy. Thy 
‘un bold themuelves toot and live ther owe liver with few cope 
‘Sdences and betrayals, The glory of dhe great city is its maguificent 
prvacy. Te ores aa ape from the erin cape whteh ret 
Serd ceatores tometiseseajoy. Ciy dwellers Live ere tley aad 
{hare tomorrow. Tey etter and lee beigiborhoode and group, 
All without friction, All of which exelet sa many rapeca bat 
{aula ve tot here concerat 

city mea har fewer omar cotac than the villager, He sect 
axert and sea by thn few reais aad mpects kta fice, 
fone wal patch of har emerg. Hi poc-roo scqunmtances tet 
im ar pool player shi ent wcn hi ow en wth cer teeth 
ted habr of paying bi bile howly; hi lamer vos Bm oy 8 
far fn rouble. (na wlage hee many cbrerver check up them 
Breuion. The offce by here ses the deat, both ee he Lye, 
fice the poolroom crowd; aad thus hat ot added to baby trad 
hecked ngs trend. Ad fcom mach tuzumaten, cre though 
be there prow prcrare of permaaiy Gat iberaly more re 

bio~even fei enhabulises—than the bros glimpect 42d 
Preaions which ment of ws get nthe cin 

‘To this amertion let me bring peroneal testimony, When I began 
collecting material fr thse tue, 1 saterallyrrveye the pera 
‘wham Tew bet. My cotta Iny «8 three Bld, the ewrppct 
troid of Park Rw, he academe world of Morovagnde Fgh, 
ind lite corer of the word of printra To the Ara and thitd 
trode T hed accom to coobdenta) fede and cred eepors Ort = 
Deriod of yea. With he high conbdene of youth and rpnocance, 3 
reper to penettie 4 score of pericoalsien which fuck meat 
Stuifcar ar wll a fascinating. The li ecloded wins aod san 
Area eee genau abd pldders. All these were mail Know todo. 
cas of abrewd busines men and quick-cyed reporters. Their detly 
inves mer al « mettrof recor. Their choccy socal end bunoet 
conacrion mace many. Wi, Sen, could hve sexed eset than 
{o anomie the esas of Be careers ogeter with the jadgmcata 
ume by thee fieade ead foc and frit to mene athe Bad 
ings into meat pictures? 

Tins ut Out othe nie Zt at aver et of ter 























fausteat inquiry, there emerged oxly ont uosquivocal snd reasonably 
complete portait; and only ane mare which was well ox the Way 
‘ward accuracy. Over and tbove these what? A jumble of contra 
Aiclory eaters, many of them dogmatic, end » thouised canfes- 
‘ions of mesceace. Concerning toch superficial bubs as paying one's 
balls wod going ta church and practnng the roles of euquetie there 
‘was aaturaly couch clea evidenen. But any inguin ceceded (tom 
thete highly conveanoaalized peacices and probed the emotion, tbe 
private atitudes, and the pilowopbies of the men under obsevation, 
{he fog thickened ; and my informant wet Jat int. 

‘My more inelligeat witnenes frankly admitted that they dul aot 
now the man 10 question at al, ie the vase of my wnqory; they 
Ienew hum only ab « buyer of newspapers or as a bad debtor of at & 
solo player or at 2 sock speculaor or ax « dong father, Several of 
the shremdent observers had Iterally keows the man under scrutiny 
only as «fellow commoner on the same Weatcheser County trai, 

‘Tho im geseral. Bot you seay retdily ducover more atooubing 
smmeances 18 o0¢ Inrgex cites ren meet apd transact buriness wth 
one another yerr in and year oot a total arangen. The oddest cue 
of this im xy records w the retmony of W. W. Heatos, Harcy V. 
Day, and James H. Waterbury, pasta xx the New York Stock 
Exchange fice of Day aad Heatoo. Thi fran wan wreched by the 
secret irrepaacioes of ace George R. Chrivtan, x foort partes, 
‘To the uninant dutrict anoraey 10 charge of the ieveanygaton, tbe 

ed gentlemen swore that they knew absolutely sething 

about Chrtian’s babu of fiviog, his frends, nar br banew eet 
tounded e» though they were trying to 

rat events proved that they were aot. They had eatered 

nto partmerthip with & total stranger and bad never sought ro undes- 


















tenpidiy, if you will. But if you da chem call ll ety 
dwellers moce or tee stopid; for the whale art end bute of city 
Iie contra of getiog along with people you know only ia the mort 
supesica antes, The Day and Heston cue in mezhed by thow- 
sands in ordinary veighbarkoods. Clergymen suite me that they 
cncountes many people who kxow act a vuln New York and whe 
are aa londly athe poor Swede wie, dying ia » hpi! ward at 
Batra ia 190, et hi fe uvige—eves nde dll 
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he only person he knew, » man he bad met thres or foor umes and 
rather ited. 

Several credit mea teil me that che enormous lowes voflcsed by 
‘mull bunaemer nod ives wx Americe ariag party from jar sath 
rnadequere hurean contacts, Aad these are probably wore here than 
ta Europe, becaore of the mulutode of raves, languager end 1 
‘vonalite atoupe thet make of alm every large America city & 
collecuon af villages all aliea t0 ove axciber. 

wadred persons, dering the past Steen years, have 

(me, for saalytea! purposes, the people whey 
have known satimately and wham, tm their own opinion, they heve 
come to usdervtand, Not one of che four hundred ae been able 
tmarahal tea such chartcters. A. few scare have prevented five. Aud 
the great majority have stopped at two of three, leaving these ether 
roughly blocked in aid fer fom axeqarvocal If my own experiences 
‘represent the mmual and otdiaary, thea it ot wafe tz amert Hatly that 








tf contentions aad rincly baie form And ear that oui 
{gut exizeary do not koow eves aoe. 

‘Ait as makes for quackery. Fors the hiogdom ofthe Bhad, ve 
cne-eyed tan is Big ad be ean ang on to fas job log, aftet bot 
tage has filed, ply oo tbe oeagts of past peeformances “The 
lerauce, the eovreypocdeace schools, nd the vl-profenad exper 





in character reading, penoane! management, perroualty taining, 
wall power, and allied sccomplidhans now Sourahing 10 Europe 

azul, charms, 
the Moddle Ages. Leevitcbiy all thi seept 









tre af the day, there dtcolociog every subject. 
By way of inmocent recreation, J uted t© elip articles from the 
ert newspapers and magasines dealing with some expos of per 
senahty and cheructer; and, over the entice period of about thie 
ears covered by the clippings, not more then one article out of 
our could be taken seriously By aay reader with moderass koow!- 
dpe of modern pcicace. About the sme fracion wet inadultersted 
Tn collecting material for these present stadieg, Tread 

acticies, monographs, and books of all sort, trom the 
percholoical and mete! furan down othe sive of the tbe 
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character readers and religions fasstica; and, while some of heat 
reverled a thoroagh underttnding of some special topic related @ 
1 paychology, aot « score gave me couse tp believe that 
af comprehensive knowledge. An unbelievable 









‘SEALE ye op 
othe rea to 





ugh Me, Bizca wie ology seve cecal Ce 
Seen ete meta at gel de an sae 
SF ak “ho tok st the sholde: Thee Gonge Sever chvege 





iron bir 


“The picture, of cours, was of Broun; bat it wil aot hake tht 
shacacter reader's yelf-coafideece, For the let we kom, the net 
‘well ate of what we Know. 

"Almont everybody 1 wing fo pas any fod penton tora urangert 
to devise agy politcal ucheme involving 4 reveubas in ha 
ure, Consider, please the cuspoutiogs of smut paychology 
the famous Leopold-Loeb cus in Chicago All-mue clergymen who 
had never seen Leopold or Loch acbesiatngly declared thet thee 
‘Toung peronslitis had Decoms ehnormal beceowe they were athe 
Allwite reformers amerted wath equal procspsitode that the boys 
had dopmeraied becaow they bud been alowed to muck speodiag 
money. Alling ets chormed that i was contempt for lew bred 
ot the prohibition amendmest which mont be blamed. Al wise 
‘worhippert of the Semitic myth hastened to point oot that wack 
‘oliblooded sacl eosid only be Semitic. 

al other kaowledge « gecuize underinding of mes aod 















of seeing facts end soemly hypotbesi. It matures 


prolonged dealings with Scsh-end-blood people. I cate aot how bril- 


Ilant, how logical or bow deeply informed » man may be in the 
loce of members, {2 geome, i= phytics, in chemistry, sttrenaary, 
Sima. any thc abject he ot ed pmo ax pent 
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‘my opiacams on the Evasein theory and early Chines pottery. 
‘There are faar degror of inpmacy which eerve es bits for cor- 


responding typeof jodgment tbovt poopie 


Hearn, 
2 Casual social encounter, 
3 Bpecualized contact, 2d 
‘+ -Altaroond contact 








|—Hlearsey 1aciudes both goatip und cara re 
cof contet whick you have fd sath President MeKialey or wi 
“Manoliai, On the bordeslice between hetrray end the cera) social 
encounter I would put the imprestions we get of » motion picture 
actor when we see him Sashed on the serees, We are not actualy 
acting the as himvelf, bur we are receiving impresioay much 
cher than any mere talk or readiog aboxt bim could ever be. 
‘2-Casual social encounter woeludes all wrt of contacts ia which 
oth pattica behave conventionally, mect and quickly part. The 


IRont elaine: player from Stockboim, ut « tx gfvea ia her hoot 
‘You have never haard of the lady before. You did not even know 
that dhe was x warld-famoay lady elarvect player Ail of « yudden 
your hostes is musmaring the lady's name ia your ear, end you are 
bowiog, and mumbling semething aboct how you dote on claret 

















In thu brief surface owurface mecting, however, you da gather 





reault of something arech deeper ia homan zatarc, to mt, the courie 
‘of arteation and interen. Our coetacts with the world are all etta- 
Iisbed by eye, etf, ove, and akin; and tbe more seantive these are, 
the more alcely we adjunt 19 oor sacroundiogy otber tha being 
‘equal. Our see orguua ted to be good yervants ix appraining the or 








uu ad tp deal forthe pest mthon yeera or two. But thievery eff- 
recy eke vm bed meen Jdaing pep, a we bare J 
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been sein and the way the ne reac sways oor Hesston ETA 
fete tbe whole mance 

That sy obvi rocmblance meng meters of « group sda 
rwbierate rtrd differences or minds of the wsingr from 
‘az. The Amercan tint on bis Sint wip fo Chasis bewildered 
to nd shat all Chine Toot nuke, When he joorey i the Compe, 
he discovers at al blecs look like Conversely, toy utndaeg 
indivieal peculiarity he may ote ax peren aang people wih 
trhom out traveler is femiar i kkety 1 be povoced pon De 
Teand of type hve froquecty souced tne tendeary on shipe 
board, There are guhered many pacegen of the sume cael tacks 
et from widely diferent snvronmeat and west Their frm, 
ther apech, chee pu, perbape even the we, colon, and Gi 
tortion of thew hands exhibit their trade abd abut, Yom tet 
the Old Sax, the Powe Mirmonazy, the Seaset Woman, the Recklen 
‘Gambler, exch eet im sharp contrast to the other by the circumstance 
tt voyigitg Bat tovel tothe ture’ eye each perwooal derail 
imagnihed for the tomes aod made the ats of Uvely auction, 
frat the all too common rete that dividual characecatc an 

ave completely igored. 

wpeciiaed contac the hid whch «gross has 
alt cutter, « doctor with bu patil,» cheefeat with 
Plorerutencher wha pupil an ert with i model, locometive 
Engncer wid hiv Geman a sles manager wi ho aeeretcy, #8 
tnion The relabooahp i fly Grated bor within 
teas dev 
how De pays ho ela and wht be hike t cat about while in 
fore The doce knows hn patients pws 
stout hie 
{woone o Teer. The teacher ha fic elar idea to the pup 
levtnw of lethargy, quick wit or dulnea, Bonen ia mates of 
itedy, puncualiysx4 tanoers You may pace st once tht tome 
ff shite specalized cootact reveat hale whole others tay reveal 
Snuch I el depends cn the kind of covuc, So, in + sce, fit 
dlangecm to Inap thera together: bere wet they represented book 
theme degree of peeeraive dgmeat. We sal be on oor gard, 
{Rough wen we cme to inerpet thes. 

the altaroued contact saree Han you my rmppots. You 
sige emcee to fa the selon eos 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘parent and child; but cot once 1c « hundred times doce it dcvelop 
there. Nearly every child soon learot 10 keep some of his hopes, 
dreams, acivines, and buman relatioat secret, Sometieer be warm 
‘hit practoe bectute he Snds that mother or futher ditpprove of 
hem, Sometime there it wo dtapproval; then Be does it jst because 
Ihe wants todo something and be vomebody “all hid owe.” The erwv- 
‘ng for exelusivecese snc total isdepeodeace! How mighty icin ia 
tome childzeat 
‘Among biographers sho have jastly achieved femme, few have 
aguined the complete intimacy of their subjects which u aseded for 
fn analysis of personaluy that in at once scieabfcally sound and = 
‘work of art. Bvea those occanaaal biographies of wives written by 
their husbands aad biographies of Rovbands writen by their wives 
impress wu most by whet they mus, While the marriage relation 
‘offers immense opporwarties forthe acquition of personal kaow!- 
‘edge, few men and women are able to make the mort of Ure chatce 
AUT shall show eliewhere, emotaaa! and temperameatal obniecles 
farise to Black the enterprise. 
the ber nubenate for an atl-around costact we 




























suagle personality 
for beograpiacal amaiyus mt wbich we have about 
Beethoven Mort of ft bes decply bred fo his letert and anutial 
notebooks aed i that amaziog mcsuement of bud writing wad good 
faetgutheriag the tography af A. W. Thayer. Th fast a fitful 
bor divorderly colicios ofthe experiences of tuny tes s8 ther 
relation with Bexthoven 

“A prophet ia widsout honor in Me own coustry” A polices 
often want an elecon wath & big majority everywhere exept 8 hit 
home towa, which votes him dow. A Gutiaguivhed euthor drew 
Plavdits trom the Glte of the world, winle the Baya back home 
Talcker at him and wonde: how be ever fooled fol tal way. Muay 
4 busting young busines man bat lenred thet be can get te credit 
from the banker who hat Lace hira ever ce be wat cunning 
sooodiabot pant secking sliypope, bt has mo trouble ia borrow: 
jog 4 indeed thoared dalla from 4 fancier ma durant 
‘wie has ned fede about him bot much abost bie busines, What 
Taderliea thee peculiar ané daconcortieg faca? 

Tris ao unc. People who do oot know a maa lately over 
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PSYCHAGNOIA 
{long period of year ad mo jodge Sin in teres bisuchievenena, 
‘pecially those which bave aucacted atcation to him. This means 
thet great mex tend to be faded by ther great deed counazela by 
‘eur mow aotoriout muderdn, aruum by the artery which made 
them famous Te koow x maz yolely throngh hue hughest act ia 
favor hum greatiy. To know al de petty farts aboot his ouay Way 
at baby, his wines av « wall boy hit lodteroneadolmcencey wad 
bh fmbling om busine or art ata “rag young man ist se his 
more fully, to be oure, bot t have a vinia of kim in which the 
worst aeuttalines the bes, the lle the greay, and the mean the 
fable. The ewore detused the puters of exybody, the let ay coe 
Dhate, feature, wat or accuciplishment domiante the picture 

‘Trh i few men can even percsve the broader pattea of « pet- 
tooaly when it 14 before them rewdy ot sapection, This, ck 
nally, w ane of several reasons why root people enjoy novel ¥ 
tateately,eapecally novels whveh postray eheructers wel. The 40> 
thor ceveuls to hia cizele of adastere complexities of Human aature 
‘Which they seldom ate able to observe ad Judge clearly without 
sd, Blight divergences of tecoperazoeat, background, or wots! ras 
tre enough to bliad mon of we to certaio qualities ix people who 
ifr from ue, the following exe cited (vom dhe Army records 
by Herold Rugg shown? 

(Capru X food forth coxspiceoualy wherever be wat, Ho wis 
the sobyect of a rating text prea to thirecea officers who had een 
suocieed woth Bigs at vartow twees oad had come te know boat 
thot as well as agy two penoor not members of the same family 
tre hitly be kaowa fo each other. Theve offcers had to wniga & 
rank to X with reapect ta cmeaty character trai, meh ab phys 
abibtias, leadership, intelligence, comcieatovinen, and 10 ot. Ob 
‘ich of tens twenty wees X wa razed y womebody a5 "the pootett 
tmia I ever knew.” Taree ofcery planed bua 2 the bottom in atees 
of the scales. They uated that Be wat 10 poor that they did nat 
Beaitte 4 moment over rankiog bir 28 low a8 poeble. 

‘Now, what did Ge abjecave and property cotralld tat of th 
‘unterin, incompetent good-for-sothung” show? Firm, tt hit co: 
ord. A few yeas before these xan X had been selected os Rhodes 
tchalar by » undwenem aniversiy whowe leesly erteemed him 

TF eRe ome Cane ROBT 9 of BE Pt 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘man of sllaroead excellence and promise. He weat to Oxford and 
ude toch 2 fe showing there thet he as exconed from some ex- 
amioutionn After he joed the Army, be received, along wath 151 
‘other aficecy, three prychological tees. thets, which were written 
‘ont ike a fortal exaeaiaation, X scored highest Ta the Army Alpha 
teats he scored 206 out of « pomble 212. In the two form of the 
‘Thorndike viertarm teat he ala cored very high and faished the 
‘ea woll withio the wae Limit. 

‘Now, plainly, something ia weoag hese. What is ‘x? Well, the 
‘an ha some naty streaky ia is. Por he was uid 10 be “impose 
so heee with," “ronaa,” “yellow,” “conceited,” and “a knocks®” And 
these trait iaterfered with the axcurste jodpag. Bear a and, 
please, thae they pact the extimates of chrteen officers, not of {ust 
(ne, Thea you form n prety clenr idee of the dificulry of detecting 
‘behavior patra 

‘Here, in a sumbell, isthe difficulty and bere roo the ercor. People 
are prane to tuke yune single feature of «total pattero us the “emence 
at pervocaliy.” Umoally the fearore 9 one that mands forth coo- 

















tmrcuouiy and is wopleuane tothe obverver. Low often i 6 
Mievous and plenae ove. The felig toes of tt dommatr the 
‘tite pattern atthe moment of perception; aad the 1 becomes the 
focan ofthe judgmest. Captain X probebly wat *umpomble to ive 


with,” in the apunion of socse of hs arury amocsates. But the tru 
in him which mide hi thus may have bees, in reality, « very 
mall fraction of Me permentity and 20 more it “eweace™ than the 
ttyle of hat he ware. 

"The circumstances of « persoatl eatoooter make al) the difference 
the world. A coatict oder mimppreheemon, « contact is the 
midi of some exotioaal catbacn, « comact with ¢ perion we ropurd 














Gicioaed connect will generally infuence our observations aad ju 
meat of the persos encountered. This it « commonplace, bat the 
ea at work ia the phetazsenoa are aot. They should be mudhed 
se Teagth So far at I kaow, they have oever bees Joakod into syts- 
smaticaly. 8a I sball have Lite to ung about chem 
"We kaow, of course, that every sang exotion tends powerfally 
to aacrow the total adjorment, jeat an every sngeat 











40 ton the frightened womas, che diagurted father, the nunpiciont 
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PSYCHAGNOIA 


Inuyer. Or, to say the wame thing in another way, when we dete 
vomething mteavety, our behavior tends 10 focut ca it ad oa ways 





nage over 


something, we make 4 special busore of atariuog tome particular 
pevoa, insoratiog, or—if tho be lacking—the bandica chair, dog, 
ut, oF teaographer. Hieace our percoptions af perons are Zor the 
moment gravely restricted. 

Doth hearsay aad frm uxpression yudgneum ted to exipgerate 





fbouian nature's mou annoying defecm, x amsrce of immense ROU 
‘nully peuy injarnce. The prsciple «t work here seemt to be at 
fenhene one, We integrate # series of Brel perceptions and cher 
‘feeling toaes into 1 tingle maluple respoore; 42d any tric that 
mary the toca effect sufices 10 make the laser untaverable. Tt act. 
Ike a hair in wx others perfect svop, like » wart on the tip of 
benuty's atte, Lke » missing tooth mm Moos Lona, Ike the 
rattle of « window frame during « rendition ot « Beethoven 
rymphoay. "The perfection of the whale u shaticres by saute im 
pesfectioas muck more eanly chas it ws extablnhed by great meri. 
“Ths in why we hear mare ectuvorable opiaiocs abour people than 
fevorable. The law of probability in to blame. The chances that aay 
sven individual will bave 20 tratt o minor characterise that 
‘lashes wath all his plearant aspects ate perbapt ap better than 90 
‘ut of a handred. And they grow poorer atthe aumber of oor coo 
tacts with the penon iacreasca “No man w 2 hero to hut valet” 
‘ot because hs noble teat prove, on closer inspection, tobe ilivory 
Dat rather because the qoality of heroium x, at core, an enthetic- 
ddramabe ane in mow cates and i in eadly Blurred by snoring, cursing 
collar buttons wpittiag ox the Goor, burning the bed Dlaakew with 
cigarette, and leaviag che safety tazor biadea on the wath bowl. 
‘Not diilissionment, theo, but nectralizaticn. What a world of dit- 
‘arene between the wot 
‘One of the mavt amnuing ot of sedividual Judgments about « man 
which I have encountered deal with Paderewak, the Polub pianist, 
[By part chance I have heard and read the personal umprettions of 
Cal E. M. Hous, Jota Dewey, three profeanooal pianen and See 
ompapescocepondean. Fi, ei clined to bee San 




























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
Paderemtia pertoaally, cde of thea having once visited the great 
viroso The correspandeam hed met him and talked with bum 
duciog the stormy days of the Pesce Conference 1 hald uo brit 
for any of the opinions utered by there tex persons, Bui T de wate, 
{or your beneht, that all vn are mazure and highly trksned observers, 
each sn bie owe Held and bit own manner, Of the ten ett of Judge 
iment, the mont ative, an faz an T can myself Judge the matter, are 
thote of Col. Houre. You may read these for yourself ia Horper’s 
‘Magosine, December, 1925 ‘The most cessuteat and elaborate aet 
‘war oftered by one of the correspondents, who wat in the fortunate 
poution of being able to talk freely wath Paderesnks for many 
foantha on all sorts of topics. But—and here ss my point—the 
‘vergence on acatly all eeatals o complete, Hare are a few lus 

Col. Howe: “Paderema'y ltscate claim tn fame w beyood 
doubt. He is a genus in monic as well ax an statecrafe” 

‘Correspondent A° "Paderewks was the oat perfect boob at the 
Conference, Everybody was lauphing at hum” 

Dewey’ “Paderewabs is the worst type of the old Pobh ret 




















sere eat ps 
“Punut Ai “Paderewas hae ever bors able to achive the higher 
drymoction eves at a concert all pram Hm hand ane far too 
‘wet, And, of coore, he doc ot eves rte w the clas of thurd-ate 
Compotert' But I thak he bas proved brie st 0 at6enan It 
Ieodrag poor Polasd out of ber troubien™ 
Col, lowe: "Paderewak'’ gatiut fa mancian censor be 61% 





‘Aad wo on and cal Muddle without end! 

once took all these jodgments, deleted Paderewsi's name from 
them, mized them in wich other samelew judgmen’s about other 
opis, and gave the batch co a exall clam mo prychalogy sth the 
Fequrt thet they sort out all uhe alpe eich night apply ro oxe and 
the mame Seda Ar ro erga that act oe rier of the 





PSTCHAGNOLA 
late property collated the Paderewaki spa? How conld it be dase, 
i the fave of wach cram contradictions? 

‘A timulas cheos eppeared in jsdgment I collected about Roose- 
‘elt, MeKiatey, Harding, Wilton, Coolidge and severel other prom 
inant Americans, There wat nouerably more agreetent uhout Roots 
‘elt than about any other pewon; bot ach agreement ax thets wat 
{ell far short of xamstuty. Pracncally all the pervons rendering 
Jodgmect bad come ino frequent cantact with the men they judged 






‘Mute coautteat with the findings of many other io 
igatom in ather Gelds Pureaty, for example, bave proved to be 
ry poor Judges of the permnalmes of their own childreay partly 
because mere parents koowr few children other shen their own nnd 
hence caanoc judge that «ordinary or extruocdinery sn a child of 
1 gives age; and partly au a resale of varcut aarucal brates which 
‘we shall lntet discum School teachers judge cnidreo couch more 
scurately than pareata do; but they to cannot efurmate the abultee 
ind trends in chuldren nearly vo well at mzxple entatel tat reveal 
them. 


been obsarved functioning in relative lation from other 
tits are very accurate. You cas coms ficly clove to the truth ia 
fenimatiog « boy’ arithimetice) biltey if you ave watched him add, 
tubtract, maltply and divide frequertiy. Bot you cannot predict hus 
Ibchamnor if fire breaks out 18 it Bedroam whee be in aleep, of if he 
finde $1,000 in smal! Bilton the sidewalk, when aobody 1 Lookl 
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CHAOS 





‘Now let ot descend rato Chaos, ¢ wild country Iying beeweea Limbo 
‘tad the Promised Laad Here dwell wotkern, tierchaaw, peddlers, 
oonry lenders, gamblers, thieves, mazufsctorery, jobbers and broke 
ry Taken asa grovp, they are famout just aow for besg the world’, 
wort failure, Only a few years ogo, held in high estocm by many, 
they became, almow over aught, the deapizod and rajecied of met. 
‘What caused their monumental failure? Was it malice or wpoorance, 
or stupidity, oF trmethang else? 

‘Would that we might scswer this question! Wovld that we might 
‘evan give as onack of she anewer ay we are able! But we cannot, 
(Custom and law ebwart us. For, believe itor nor, amaog ut Ame 
Gaon coma bl dade a prc xa butt 
ead oes Cam's fw hours wvatgatag toe 
men, be they in cor bullioe dollar ccrporitnom 
fr beluad che conater is « hot-dag etsd, without realizing that at 
Jt he sande in the presence of enzpid incompeleace w vast abd #0 
deep that only 4 great post could secant the truth about it. A. few 
‘mouthe of inqulsy advances hve to the hypothous that, relative to 

erumtien, xost American bus.tens men probably koow leu and 
Ihave achieved lea than any sizalar claw chiewbere. The bypotheant 
‘may turn out to be wroag; but it rie to one’s ued none the Let. 


























thane would be eiumngh of 
content to obstrve that ewe sorts have fused largely 
‘fini. One it the chace which zerulls when « rapid, gnorest, but 
smbicious perioa meddlea with imaeane force which be cannot 
‘undersand, call Jew macege. The other is the cheee which ensure 
shordy aiter stupid igou, fanatic, epomanincs sud plain crunk 
‘tive to lmprom upon ocicry « Sad, chengelem order—be it 13 
frdet of morals or of busizen or of Seance or of politics, Never 
eto warestg moc orenghy fn x; hae arver ete wee 





HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
pounbiltie of» Gra cane chaoe richer. Yer even these have beea 
Aiipiied manytold by tbe coleideace of the Sat named chaos 
‘Thar (sto say, the madera world is = maxx of foress which inter- 
penetrate with shamclee promiscuity. Only the keener eye can 
‘erect where one begins and another ends; and noar can ace the o> 
of life as a whole. ‘Now, in thit mame which changes with every 
runrime, many Hetle Gzers are bury, eadeavoring ‘a rzy the flow and 
‘w press people into « feazem mould. Thos one chaos iv cowbred 
‘with another chao. And what of the sprwa? 
‘Let ta be charitable shout it. For the two deepest, wholesomest 
Impalies of life are a¢ war ik st blood. The urge to improve men's 
3 standards—wwhich ia part of the broader ange to progtam— 
‘nus crested the maze of forces which we call che madera work. The 
‘urge fo vecure mtery, pence, quiet, and scorome rai 
‘th justice, Lien atthe bottom of the widaprendeflort 
tw alow dows, and to rednee to form and order all men’ affaie— 

















penecaton. 
we come, some day, 19 the writing of oor long planned 


Hintory of Human Stuptdiey, we shall devote several volamot ta 
the history of these two coaficting impalees in mas, the powers of 
Change and the powert of Roxane. We shall try to exhibit in un 
areay of autheatie cate, the peculiar staprdtie ato which able mea 
‘have been led throogh excem of real echer for some improvement or 
te far wane enaervdon of « and aves etait. Peduag that 





to age and culture to cultore, poictiog out aiily a9 we Bit the more 
oagpicuous surgen in the rising tide of stupidity. 





‘Would you erady man's economic stupidities? Thea apead « few 

onthe over the history of Home. Ie is the primer indispensable in 

this department of wisdoen. Foc the Romane were, $0 (47 ax we KREME, 

fhe frat great people te erect 2 tremeodou politcal systeas oped 

trade end eave. Tay Uevennd esac imperalan ia f weet 
a8 








EE nit caiowdl eetaeeicus 
Sek sree sata aL a ean ecg wet ty 
ir fadies neces oe Tos a ene, 
pire pag meget Sted 

Sar A tanga 
apt hagas ee 

Beep ol ay 
eae due, tate 

snr a ken ts 
ini eel oer emanate 
igo a en cen ot ee nc 0 
seein ae fal em ting ed of eon td 
router ae he cent Sa 

Gt eas 
GCugliclno Ferrero and « staff of ren archivinrs, treaslerors, epigra- 
Sune ere ae a a a 
i a eats Ta Sa te ee meee eo a 
fed ret case ry ens oat 
‘of that neh aod acholacly precision which we covy most wheo we 
oe aa 

lacs ba cae 
og arama rater moe ty nae rns 
life as the Latus lived it. Pechaps 00 people of high importance 

i Lee ed ea ee ee 
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teed tepteg ons 
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Rebel reper gin 
ao ores see a beet neo 
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ee Fea cee aa sie 
amin oe ss cis tes a 
phy ot gic: Brey sewed it an td os 
Kala Or ee meee trae enn a 
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Se raed no een wae meet er, 
sp ene agen, Be ooo fk = eee oe 
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HISTORY Of HUMAN STUPIDITY 


Same historias could eanty be tempted to aver that the Roma 
Empire was the product of Gresk sntelligence serving Latin Big 








perience” and sure that history repeats self.” They had a profound 

inet for “aw ead order.” They believed sm their awe past The 
future was, te ther, merely x repention af het pat Hence chey 
had na concepuioa of progrens—dhoagh, iv his respect they differed 
it a shade {roc all other early people, the Greeks mluded 

"The thisd characterinic wat at core a derivative of the “law and 
order” pasos. They loved system. They tock downright delight n 
drawing ap miastely phrased surerss and ordinances 80 far aa T 
an discover, they were the chaps who invented the diabolical method 
fof Keeping minutes of the proceedings of oficial mocunge and public 
conventions. They mutt bear, to the e2d of time, the heavy burden 
of Blame for our own " "Record." Aa (etegral part of 
‘herr aptem became, in the earliest days of the Republic, the precise 

ivinon of political powers aad 400e4; and out of thw grew the 
delegation ot thove une powers and dst to apecialy fit individuals 
roups ere we come upos the aamirakable ast 

‘nem, the elaborate hierarchy wits delicately grated reaponnbulities 
from the Presidesr down tothe office bays nod the xcrsb women in 
the factories 

‘What the Romass theaselves were uosbte to realize for many 
seraboos was that thie Big Busiacatpytem, which was heated by 
the Roman Benate down to the days of the Empire, cosatituted & 
perfect aritocracy effectively blocking the theoretically zepublicaa 
form and tend of goverament. Tr was foonded upon 1 vague, ill 
defined urge for Eficleney acd Revels The Roman eye was ever 
‘zed on the Main Chance and the Beat Bet Tr gezed with sca 
tupon the crade, brawling crowds which ruled the Greck Citier 
theongh demagegoes and profenional rophirs; 1 vam that roeh ab- 
tard democracies never got anywhere but waned it efforts in de- 
bates, resolutions, xt Spex, per intrigues, and headlew wart. The 
oman lips cwinred in coorempreous sexlea and courted: *C 
‘roao?" 

"Ths fourth cheracteritic war 2 sormal ose much inteniGed and 
tse. The Ramen meted wat Be wend when he wasted 













































cria0s 
Hie strongly objected to pang 4 dividend. He lived aleagt In to- 
day. Hie deepen mane wat: "Da muh hodieraam, tu sume era 
‘unem.” "Give me what's commng to me today; you can take yours 
tomorrow.” When he war tullnog for peblicanon, be rephrased 
thu inte dignified speech and snud: “Dum vivicnu, virarnun” “Whale 
‘we hive, les leve” Now, thu phulosophy of ife was the maioepring 
cof Romas bebavior, public and private, for ceaturis. A frm beliet 
tm the good things of Ife, wealth, comfort, ear, play, banquets, the 
ircuy, ad a plensast social sara, found expresnan, for the fir 
fume ia hemas hiwory, 1 2 worldwide commercial organization 
Wwhote branch ageceses, dhatrct macapers, editor, accountants, 
tample rooms, advertisements, facrones, ferent and merchant thaph 
finally came to nurpasé ia magotade the combiond artuye of our 
own QJ. 8 Steel, the duPoaty, Heary Ford sod Geaeral Moton. 

‘The Toman Senate became, a early as the third century 3c, 
the beard of director of tha ret epercorporaton. Trude followed 
the fag, and the ag followed trade 1m those days Sometimes the 
Benate teat out armed mee fics to clear the way for the branch 
fagency. Someries it set up the branch agency fre and then seat 
onntbulary to protect wt Hut always dhe prise mover was mancy 
and what money but. Tn the healthy centuries of Rome, the milvary 
‘merely served Big Bonen. The land never bed a Napoleon 

‘Whenever the Romént coaquered new area, they did thent best 
to set up the Bert People in butsaess and put the others on the pay 
fall Here 1 the key to haf of the teuerophs of the Romen Senate 
between 400 nc and the faal rambling of rts power For i 
stance, when Rome conquered the eurrosadiog cites of Lativa, 
the Seoate ummedhstely granted lamated exzeathyp to all he de- 
feated people, gave them full precetton i eafrying oo DUNES, 
tnd allowed them to marry Romana In « word, wt let everybody in 
‘00 the fore profes There wat act the dightest atiempt 10 bold 
the vanguuthed Lauaa onder military role. At he ame ume Rome 
regularly seat out azable bodies cf emgranis eto theve ccs, along 
‘wih anndry offic 

[Bere y not the place to sewn, an Gftesn voluones, the bistory 
‘of Rome from « paycbological pomt of view. We must ieap ta con: 
lutions, and leave scholars tp clamor for the minstuae of evidence 

‘Ia somewhat raw form, the Roman poened ali the keea 
nies of the zaodera baucess man; and, 2 mech rawer form, 
C309] 












































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
mot of his imeneivitien Far more cleatiy chen any carer (ype 
of Por-Glacit man, he tees to have appreciated the advantages 
ff material welfare and the sorest methods of organising people 
to as to atiaio it. Bven hus early zelypous outlook was material. The 
gods owed inn something wo rerure for the sucrifont he made 
them; and, to win divine favor, he muss poy value for valor. (Here 
[Dike ive with Breasted’s view that dh was legal conception of 
teligiaa, It was economic, 20 more, no Jet; a groevoely legal notion 
would have bees bused <a yesice or social aecemty or some uch 
thought.) So be became the world's Sine Prachcal Me 
all Gone af the Practical Ms. He wan & 
"And the gresteat geatus hus race ever pr0- 
Gluced, {elles Gaver, exbodied the nef tre of the moral 
FReenan 2 ahs phase of character. Cemur never once glmpied 
long-range plaa He acted for the immediate advantage of himuelt. 
‘Even fun moat brilliant tatageme 12 the great campaipa ix Gaul 
‘were all momeatonoment scheming. Tru, a @ young man, he 
Wd ty lear ein cathe Perici fu 
a the deeper Labo progmunim, the 

th eed ta comforts son turned ‘in poor youth sto the 

Bay Money. And 1t is only ia terms of Emay Money that 
.qotat career can be understood 
“Da woihi hodiermu, ts same crasboom" That wan Ceetar, bat 
projected upon « grandiowe panoreme. He borrowed age sam, 
‘urmitted creditors, corned eguine the nobler sad became the leader 
af the radia tld oto ramen, rfiched a+ doen aes 
























‘Ban not cout, of 
penalty of gram blanderieg—thove million of cicer Romani and 
aves of allen stocks who ie ume outmuenbered the Lata twenty 
cane. It w of the Lana we ypeak now; not of Roman citiemry at 
lunge, 
Tt 








craving for quick profit, Git, leet and always son brought 
om socal ils froma which Rome never recovered. All that ia familiar 
Iistory. The Romin Seaatory sad ther friends in. power thinned 
all the lands uf the Mednerreccan. They tilled million of acres 10 
of nol failure. Ané they did sothing to eeboild it with 

the Chin, st tat very seme en, mee dings nor 
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‘cHAos 
Aid they ft w hand wo ad the sonpoverished peanasta, Recall the 
hot words of Tuberios Gracches spoken an 133 36. to the commen 
{alk wan elected him tribuse: “The beams that prow! about Traly 
have holes and turking places whece hey muke their bed. You 
‘who fight and dic for Italy cajoy only the Bleanogy of air and tar 
light. They aloos are yoor berstage. .. . You are called mmattern of 
the world, bat chere 0 no lump af dist you can call your ow.” 
‘does the aeped besizen mex always do shen periods 
of depretion come as a result of bu own cwterialum? He wart 
bead Tlaek, le makes the government pay doles tothe unemployed 
the gmieral pablic huge eaterpries auch a8 road 
‘Projects, and the etecton of goverament efiices 
‘the cox. of these over many year, dhrough bond 











the penalty for ns owe bizader. Af the ane fz declares tat 
tiene are realy pronperos, that the depronioe i “porly pry 
logeea that €ererghody wel rally rove the Mag and ng Foti, 
Alle soos be wel He gives chavty shown aad Big gure for de 
idle He grows leasent toward mreet beggars. Beyond these feeble 
palliatives be canaot see. Ask hice to ploe preventive years for 
Fearn aby ant Be ey gupta 0 
ryan crank 

‘Naraclly, a woth meses power, tha Practcul Man domiosted 
Roman afte vo thor ayy fous be domsaaty afer eacwbore 

‘out own egt. Aad, lacking imagination, he solemaly glorifies 
Iwate personal pre apes end sa chal book, Hl con 
tives Utpis ots place where the ale rule he isompeteo, where 

‘oo sinagt presecres the refer gua aun host 
rin wed aren; bere tases ate id prompiy ail bla ate 
Collected sibin try day the tower sever cag, od 3a wld 
fanatic over blasphemy agen got or the goreroment Like ulin 
Gaver, he cash power wth were Kindlnem aod shrewd ye 6 
the adispotale fact atthe cee of prada Sows fever from 
ona cowed 

But what here art ot enough contested omarde wo wupport 
every Practical Manin the mance t which be bas es accom 
‘Thee trouble ware. Te Prctesl Msn grow toriy. le will not 


Saree ign Ae ae ee ret ae a ee tn te 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
work for a mere puttance. Not be! At frat he resort to whet euphe- 
‘eum termu cutthroat eompentoe. That iocledes agecczing hut work 
fy doting alcong poston’ spree tng co 





Soueegis teow andeen comeas = aatery 2 a iad: 
‘This wa Rome at wm der. In that vortex of opldity we we 





interor, while a benking house wit wich Cer 
to one of the Piolemies at 100% interest. The 
cave had rouble paying, so Cesar kindly asutted hut fellow croo 
of Rome by fixing up « batch of war contract wo char the banker, 
by takiag them over, cleaned up more than enough to cover thet 
bd Joan It has bees tmauztatned wih x Gar show of evidence (which 
Tam saeompetent to yudge) that Cesar, when Firt Cou), sole 
3,000 pounds of gotd from ee Capitol and tnd the theft wit & am 
‘of gilded copper. Whether he pulled this vcurvy tnck oF not, we 
know Be was fully capable of it 

Te tar trom ply to argue that Rome fell as « direct revolt of 

‘ecouomne seupidiien. Bur sf we 40 old, we must add saving 

we must concede that there were five r ox parts of 
for every part of stupidity, and that zon ut that ignorance ws 
‘unavoidable. For knowledge of the world at « whole uadethes all 
economue ability; so the latter smprover apace with the former, 
‘ever fants, often more slowly. Tae Romans id the best they could 
snd mur taad ut the protarype of moders econcnuc mperialim 
‘They failed becaute ey were, above all ele, intenntive toward 
the social aspect aod safiseaces of trade aod ftazce. Itt only wath 
the lat few years (speaking os historians must of time) that 4ny- 
body tia begue te sppreciete the dyosmuic unity of man, the 000 
tamer, and ou, the producer, and man, the gambler, and men, the 
thrll-hunter. Anode: generation or we mast pan before ecanoerie 
practices can be brought abceust of the ocw intight. So let us not 
be too auitere in our condemastien of the Romans, Our bussnea 
men and industriaiits ducine sot the faintest prapiom of having 
arued euythung from the fal of Rome, wall tow of having applied 
voch learaing t their ows 2fsin. Ia the new doctnee of Service 
‘este the begianings of « change—bat eazocly more. 

“You have Leaked pon the wore of Rame. Now contempiare the 
bes. The Remus he om the Sint glimmering of prope, ewe 



























cHaos 
modern» thisk st. They concentrated an the present as if it were 
fhe all 9 all, Whole this atstnde azrrowed them sm one respect, & 
fttve them x broad and deep foundation of Law 204 Order. Indeed, 
‘ouuy peopic Husk of Roman Law at the greatest achievement of 
the ansicat world; and, hile T would perionaDly divegree, T mutt 
admit thet it was # long sinde toward beer dhings To ber colonies 
ppechape more thes ic the capita, Rome made a told beginning of 
407 gentions,ot—at Gains and Jontins both called xt, “the common 
Inw of manioné,” oat of winch, slowly, 2 worldwade eatem of d 
enung jurnce will in ume emerge ft begun 10 367 uc when 








and Roman citizen were fuly setled. (Teue, other factor coo 
{eidued jas gewtiam, but we sre aot wring an cay o0 Rovoxa 
Law a0 we igote thea ) Largely ava reat of having foreigner 
from all part of the know wortd invoke priocrplen cade and 
cantor of their homelands befoze the praetor, the Tater beceme 
familiar wth al ews un, in the beat Roman farhon, tok over the 
‘bere deus In time alton every secs of the Empire added sone 
thing to Roroaa Law. Localnam were blotted oot. The foreshadow 
"Bot 1 yarnce which knows erther boundaries aor eace was at hind 
the Wencrn world advanced 4 tong nde 
of thw Law there arese mow aururally& keen logical analy 
of ident Rowe's colocial goveroore aod ther aie in adeaintation 
probably took the lead in toch inclecrual practice, for they were 
day confronted withthe adjuang of diflerences betta the ageatt 
ff Empire and the colonial entves. Lacking it of the 
Romane compeated by precuon to the potot of ng. 
‘And when the Cesare hed vanuhed, the tradon of wea hved 08 
and, in tne, began France, 



























(Of no eation iat harder to peak ia smooth generalinet thea about 

the modern Freach. Teas of thowends of Americane think they 

lknow the Freach, Hive they aot toured France? Have they aot 

Ihved far years in Frenct vallages during the World War? We sunt 

St ene. a at enclose 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
estes of character. For the summer tout get one fcexkish slant 
tn the people, whule the toldler in the A. ELF. got etl queeres, 
Je significant oe. A tour seea the sights. What are they? Moth- 
eaten cathedrals, American Bary, open mr cafés, ebmathe, Meai- 
martre ... All about as zeveslng of the Freech people wt Coocy 
Inland is of Americas. As forthe soldier, all that he auw was under 
the mott horsible, the mot articiel, che oom hysterical, and the 
‘Gortumutasces—a aetion being bled and 
eruihed under military lem. 
Back of all chese obstarice to visio lew 








iicoley wm the French 
ded gyaunit self, 10 
nd 
the provisees. The two difler mach more then New York and the 
United Sites; yet the divecgence it of the sume order 1a both case, 
For cearutiey Pari han deuwe to herself the eich, the faahioosble, 
the amert, the bailliant the egomaaine, the dyzamanie, the hydo- 
‘maniac, te conspirator, the refugee, the eccentric and the pervert 
rr al there came from the provinces, then from al) over Europe; 
and In recent mea aio fram the two Americas. The provinces, ox 
the other hand, have be=n thoroughly purged of their fresks, theie 
‘made, their’ guamea, and moet other exciting and conspicuous 
hhomasesques. By that me measure bave they gone violet, shrinking 
ver deeper into the shadow of the almple, the corm, the quiet 
sod the serene. Where is fe muller than oxt ia the opea 6 
Feance? Where is ic of lovee nempliity? T do not know, Where 
st sillier, aatter, cheaper, and more tawdry then in Paris? Only 
in New York. 

To sketch the larger Gull: atupidines, then, one smurt dabble 
away at two pictures. Of these by far the more unportert i the 
French pensan, for be in wil far acd ney the largest, ott power: 
ful clam and, ia several ways domnicates the lie of the mation. He 
keeps France in the eighteenth cestary, while the rest of the Weetern 
world lives end moves ether inthe nineteenth or the treateth. The 
second portrait mutt be of the Parisias. But which Parisian? There's 
the rubl The apper intellecrus) group 13 perhaps the uafert ta pick. 
Surely the spper Sourgesinic, whether im or out of Paris, aust be 
‘gnored, for that clam is onfy a projection of the peasant agaist 
somal gold Surly, too the aos inden cla mou be ft ot 



































cans 
of the reckoning, for an yet it means Lible i the peetouality of 
France. Tomorrow it ey become the domiosat—but we write of 
yenrday and now, 

‘Bo on tothe peasant! 

Hie leeps nert wm bis mancre heap. Up et dawa, be drudges until 
dak. Hie seldom bathen He tever ceade « book sor x magenior, 
He wauld be dezed, were 2 frlend fo sopger thet he take + week 
‘off und viie Loador or Rome. In all Bit Ife he hes acver seca a 
enusar newpaper, for there ie note wn all France. He wears the 
veme wie of clothes forty year, paichlog it endlealy. His farm 
‘wots, such ax they are, ae ged gti] the lat chin wsred of metal 
{all from the handle. He suupec all strangers and every busines 
proporal. He is Jealous of « seighbor's vocomas and gloats over & 
‘eighbor’s bad luek. Let an agronomirt come to hue village with « 
‘oggestion for growing « ervp in varne ew way, and our Mea wth 
the Hoe ignores Bim. Nothing good can come from beyond the 
‘hoviaoa—that is the mazim which lies in the peceant heart, deeper 
shan words. 

‘His asitsde toward women soma al thee other traits up, To bisa, 
the female of the speces is nimply « fare: implement comidersbly 
‘ore valuable thas hia vcytbet bat well below his horten. Yon may 
lnave heard the old ory about the pevtant who roopht « wife simply 
by holding the hands of each candidate for x minure or two, After 
The had selected the lady, vomebody eked him the soeaning of kis 
strange teshalque. 

‘want « wife," sald he, “with cool hande, wo that 
good butter, 

‘Need we add that cuc Man with the Hoe It 
deepen sesie? Neither pricat oor palitcian cam rule 
‘not et together even with Bit fellow peasant i 
arta, He ail Liven and mover and hus his being i& thet old, old 
‘agrarian iodividualises which wat, ia many ceapecss, the finest way 
of lle before the Indovtnal Revolution. His outlook and bebavier 
pattern were finished centuries aga. Seca in the perspective of hit 
tory, he mopped growing long ago; and he i» therefore oat of place 
sn ger madera world of fedustria) social prograt. Almost a8 much 
out of plate, indeed, o4 the Chicee, with whom Pani Morand, 
Ma ice Cra, bn vey compare 3 hm: 
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4 Tie ina artay ikezes een ne Chee an cust 
theavendeady, the usse grou f he seme Zation and 





aber cy ahr pa a e ra farce 
ontervatea, texmpere bli a 

the sane mndestrurtive vilaluty of Sd amed the 
Ag oF ile Should me sot teak mil ances elation 





With the last toggeion we agree heartily, Natural vetectoo 
leaves its brand with wartling ex:foranty on what x alowt to live 
Under given condinom. Peamets, the world over, wre much the 
tame; for they have aprang from stock which Max adjuured tel 
defuy to primitive farming whick vires intle (rom land to land 
‘The peatant of China's rer valleys cexemble the ry0t ie the Ganges 
Delta; and both revemble the men yoo see oll over France, boring, 
‘weeding, driving hortr, and peddling thew greens in the village 
i hand ace ever mathe dirt ‘Thers Livelihood comes from 
"Why then should aot ther: hearts bean the dit 100? 

fou canaot anderiand raral Praace ualea you first absorb tl 
truth Thea you tee how it bappeas that the lovely country 



























‘hme, spittle, dang, rod gexeal dzegs Few cats and dogs will 
fendare surronndingy which French peasants acem to cajoy. The 
Toreibly ansasitary state of peatant bomer acd villages ie thus 
foveded on a geavine wupséity: it iv aot mere poverty, for poor 

bevnent and emeet—at the more Northern people of 










ce, they take their peamot minds with them. To their 
idol Calvin Coolidge would be despined a9 » prodigate. Thrift is 





‘earned to the porst of intanity. And shrewdoeu becomes kas 
on the dlightext provocation. Caveat eweptor is the oaly tate rule all 
lover France, whether you ace buying jewels ia the Ruz de Rivoli 





the clerk eet a opex chance. Ta be sare, whea you pany well beyond 
the amen wick hae ben opie By te spawn of peut, 


casos 
And the elses you come tothe ts cosmopolinn 
[Jou ace of thr apace We are alkiog aow of the 
omen run of peity trade, which contuter more shan avee-tatht 
ofall reeuliog sn France 
‘The apologs omy tel you, at th post, hat peasant abd mall 
bane man are plach-peneics beestee they 47 poor, Uke the 
Teahan Seid worker. Bue ths it nt true. There 1 le poverty 10 
the French conctrysde thas in aay other farmiog region of equal 
ste save only Califoraia. While thet are few wealthy coustry folk, 
nobody sary, 1 uot the (ret of sl famoua? The French ave, 
Since bone begas, bees plagued with bosadien good Tuck in thet 
plynealenvitomect. Twe tooosand year ao, Strabo contemplated 
the Gallic tetoe and was taoved co temark: "Such a happy dipon 
ton of place, arranged to att resemble the work ofan vateligest 
being rather than the effect of chance, suics to prove the exteace 
of Providence.” Rich mvnca nadereesth richer fick; w ele coo! 
fnough to svcultt yet seldom hot enoogh to depen or exervate; 
Acta to any put fom any past, very mad preg, Wil and 
lent aad Aes all dapored sx il vm sce puperpark—what 
Wwooder that Fruace wan ever beusg savadal by the hungry nad the 
forlorn aad she fogtnve? What weeder, too, at tore who f0sad 
foothld va chat hesvecly land subsided nto sate of bin? Why 
should ehey to more? Had not God weought all for thera? Yen 
why even thik? Why wait oer landh? Wy read the deeds nd 
hotghaa of (orewaers? At well expect the angel Obrel up ta 
Heaven 0 he the New York Timer 
Being + nation of mxall peas, 19 the mao, te Freach are 
iy wll rticient;beace Oey lack arong motive for leeeg 
ete. or for ivolvungtoemuelvet ta granthove adventared 
‘of bovine and politics They are cot oo the wae; Dy are eae. 
Generations ugo they acsined 4 vienple economac balance which the 
Tnduriat Revolution bat not yet upnet. Te the boriin's eyes, the 
sinter ounde of Paru and a few portera factory center tl 
jas toca order which paved from te scene in Eogend. a 
‘Amen long, long ago. Thee domoent mh 
ent régime; ost that, when Chey eatnalze 1, ey cousrue 
reryihig m terme of justice For jute 
bookkeeper’ action of paying cvecybody Bij 
Wi acoouna balanced 
t397] 
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‘Thu explains way the French mames canaot grasp the Exglith 
and American pustion for progress Progress can atver be hit 
iobiaed wath jotice At best rade compfouvse may sometumet be 
set up. For progress if t meacs aoythiog at all, umplies more of 
lew connect change from something good to something beter: 
and, behuad thu change lies the deeper Sux of event, the shifting 
cavironment. ts only in recent decades that men have discovered 
how fast and how compler dhu environment’ trastformation can 
Decume. 

‘Thu aurrow self-slficiescy which eationalizes al ts own charac- 
teritncy, good aod bad wditcrimiaately, bat been woven sata the 
schools f France, where « perpersatea provisculism and seology 
‘quite en thoroughly us the Chiaeve wchools Sx and texneout manda, 
‘munds You cannot undervtand the peculiar menace of France untl 
{You know 4 good deal aboor the fyeée. The techaical excellence of, 
theve schools cashes them « danger to Esrope. 

‘The fyeéeu, in « seane more stexact, a high school. But no Amiesis 
an child could survive one day x x lycte, for the student there 
_auot pe thetr isda at peak capacity—aed that in dabw in Ammer 
‘Then too, the teachers re acholars of che highen type pomible 
i apecualiucs; aoc thu Sends an intellecrsal aimorphere to the 
tHroeom which tire the beds Ameccas macnch upede dove, 
For the work ia mataly wath ideas and these clear expretnon 

"The amount which Freach aodents must write and rewrite snd 
thea cewntn again stagger the American magiaation Not even 
‘our best schoals of joarsaln smposa lf 10 much om thts would-be 
Profensoud writers Even mace amazing is the mau of detel so be 
conouted to measory by tote. Oaly the old Chiorse schoole can 
querying, 20 snformal Ieereung. All w cot and died. All» pro 
senbed by he goverameat anthonties 12 Per 
lear dea of cultuce and aothuag elve. Each 
younger, rarnation of that one clear idea For the French 
fre ruthlew monomeniacs 12 drilliog and welecuag ber aprégts, who 
are to nerve ut profeasrs nthe fyedes. The result 2eclowe 10 Utoy 
perfection, if we mean by thus the aconmpluiung of what one wets 
‘ot to da, Bat m torma of human welfare, I (esr, the outcome 
lem hoppy. France breeds an inbced stock of sdealogn, The more 
shee bred the ter sey dopa fom the area of Lt, 
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‘We cantor take time to deere che details of fyfe work. Enough 
to tay thatthe student spends bundveds of booe! iaxtaheg patages 
{8 Mohtze and Corsele; more hundreds of bars analysing that 

ir olomate vrecrres and faachoay a4 more 
af boars wriung may cn duemes dealing wits French 
ite vd thought Alwoys the emphasis it open dhl in 
dunecoay and procapsg ideas Logie and twerary syle domiaate 
everything ee. Surely sobody vei ease would decry buch Sl, 
Oat mete couaded off wih Broader views, waformal lacalng, cod 
ereacen and sundry eter things which the word ctnes of tay 
ec Soch fault en we Sad wih fi the qtse oat which the 
{hla Preschmen buve log Gace found; we ooly echo tele fudge 

That apy marrown the sradeaty to fora) 
idem, to dusvest Freoch pois of view, and to logic-hoppig, All 
those ttedds, you oe, ecceamvate and harmoaize wth Ge peculiar 
roviestim of the peas. 

“The Tows hog farmer who reads a newpaper after chores in 
the wilh, belore tung 1a hu radio for tbe day' pork price 
Chicago knows Gtty umes more nbout Ge world at large and al 

ting iwuey thas doce the edn ot et an way for preielon'y 

fm Loot of Bren. The litle shop gil whe, ping 

tome om the iat comszuter ten, wusn er tabled beet trom Set 
fa it beter tlormed about the reais of de hour tuo way 
{mayor of a French ony or macy « profewor ia a Freach acadey. 
For it 1s well known among international Jourcali that de people 
of France have no accu t0 news, and appsrently no intern ia 
ng acces, Fro an American pot of im, the typical Freache 





















knows aot that he Know otis a fool Beware of him” Well, by 
that tokza, the Freach matt all be uhusced. For, though they know 
nothing about the world, they doa's koow how litle they know. It 
is add tnd sngasicant, by the way, dat they do aot even know what 
1 newpaper it. Nor is thece any word sn the French language that 
‘cane whet we of the Eagiah speaking peopics mean when we speak 
of,» arwpaper. 

‘Te French have theic jow'nane. What are they? They are dailien 
without aew. Ia the coune of ax eatire year, all ese sheet of 
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HUSTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
Paris exebiaed do not disclowe ax much about the event of the te- 
‘rons beyoud sorthere France 4 300 would find in a single edition 
fof the London Timer or the New York Timer. Trath ix they are 
yokes. And monty bed jatet. They do uot even cover thr new: of 
Pane. You aught sady them all your hfe and yall learn notuag 
about wisat went oa within five mules af cheir editorial offices 

Tr w a wpmptom of the exdemve ideology of te couctry that the 
first page of & journal is aocaally led with opinon and fienen, 
‘Muck of the opiavoa i fiction, and aot « litle of the fichon is 10 
laged only a1 2 cater of opision; but we Jet that past. Estey 
regale you mth much effunots a "Memon of Abywioia,” “The 
‘Theorie of M. Dirdone," or “Pans wo the Spring” The heavier 
theets go in for plulosophical analyse of art, indartry, goverament, 
and mctaphynes. 

"Nothing eta shake the eduors from ths course Not evea 1 world 
‘warl Will you believe when I tell you thas, danng soae of France's 
drendfalleat ermee at and afer Verney, cot x lie of type appented 
fon the frost pare of 

ce, oF the collapre of the Brasd Cabunet, or whatever happened 
‘be going oa? Headers ull uw, on the news stands, wdate b 
Lines about Victor Hugy and the Evelutien of Remacticur. World 
few i urually boiled down to 2 few hoes and packed togesher an 
some innde pays. Tt reaches Ge poor simpleton who retds tt 
‘ich ¢ fore that he can extract ao nguificance. 

"Mont journeux are cotueg more than polticel howe otgiat, 
‘They axe lnanched $y tome paranan group, financed by whatever 

sept Gat omy ad fowl «cnn of 
caves To 





































tp te prune bi onery “Andro Monn bo td pret 
Mner'mcone and torrinoe any awing Detar Matinden 
fend w buy the got id Bnening Pest tad ta post wthung bt 
teeryton nina Bet er mi se 

Seo tly roriet fei the Feach rmallow the eof 
sel fut tem in ae fran a were pare foods They 
iv clash stcodeace aad iafeese w-rghscmni Ne 
apie bop ea ever eur of hw owe clude ded Servlet 

Tae tn be gpl come ete Pe 
ge wal everbody ee the whale cong there 

“tay 








ceacs 
‘am sincere and competent self-crineuen theough the daly press, You 
‘ind it only in a few books writtes by Freachmra who have lived 
svuch abeoad. 

‘You sow see how France has become che Set hated nation in the 
‘world ave oaly America, She the only land whose attirude toward 
‘world atfuira combiaes the arrogance of a Chiittian martyr, the 
Hi-righcoamen of a sssnonary, the awollen ego of « pacancite, 
tnd the mupendoas ignorance of aa iterate monk. Pathetically out 
Of touch with everybody and everything beyand ber ows freatien, 
the atl craves to bave hee way with the big world of two billoa 






‘of the twenty peoples ievalved then st would be 
to America. Her eatcwnes are almom as far removed from reat 
14 were the readers of the 

Mtulle E. Stone, foog the head of the Anociated Prem, 
to tell of hu convertion with Gartos Calment, editor of the Pan 
Figaro, concerning fake vewt wari. Or the dey whea Stone cheaced 
to be lunching with Calmere, the Figare printed an alleged cxble 
duputch from New York City dexcribvog is hosrid detail the mat 

cre of teveral people by Tociams, cight io Broadway. 

“Whi” asked Stone, “did you print euch » crazy tale?" 

"Ab," mig Calmette coolly, “there are, ia Pata, sly thousand 
braizlew womes—all of the decnaoade—who reid the Figare 
"These wily item aase ther.” 

He might well have added shat mont foreiga sta appear 
sl French aewspapert, crea Qough not pore Sctioo, give readent 
‘who rely upon them an vedersandtog of world affair teurcely more 
ecarate than tht conveyed by Caleercsfrm-page rl 

[Now let us ove oawrard 20d epmard fron the Man with « Hos 
tw the mbscantal, more or lem edacated upper clues of the cities 
fod Parit. At we adeacce, let ut aot forge: thst the men ous 
‘counters in the Selds of provincial wie, the law, polibey, lier 
ture, and science bave, ix apite of pecaaal datfeccooes of nature, the 
‘rond, ancient background of Fraace. They have at att x thoutnad 
‘year of culture, of tdition, of common saflcring and common 

slory back of chem. As André Mauran cemacks, they opciog from. 
he leat nd on ble Meck of bum Earp 
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Dubie He wasn a docomant which ctn'beprotvad, eed 
{aud of need be, tavoked, ang whch Ge embodiment 
of maa ty aed ume One Sat ave sve had 4 nee of 
people ny 





Shy ead is wt ease; they bave given roe 2 Dabet 
{ng one maat mltply tae seater 40,000,000 nancy tune. 
‘Rand the acces) ot tweaing contracts ‘with expect in Sala 

ites Freee ad of chal epieaong forthe Beet 

French pobiv opaton why a closed qeetuon Sx reopened apd wht 
the fore bai a 
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T sball arpoe that this faith 12 written words is « supreme roa 
pidty It reveals x ehole coamtellation of macantiviticy mow of 
‘which we can explain as enviroamental anestheas. Firs and fore- 
‘tert comes the Franchs's sscautvaty to—and elanon total a 
torarencis of—the caorsuty of changes all over the world, Having 
‘lected to shut humvelf up witha the boeadaries Gallic, be haa never 
sven hus eyes a fair chance to see what st going. oe abrosd, But 
fven if he had travelled, it would only have bees es « touret who, 
teeing she weange, pros hirotelt ox the back at being better ches 
thoue duty foreigners As s xatice, the Preach know les and care 
Tew about the world at lecge thaa any other important 

‘ot west, Now, what has this todo with the French f4idh ia a cerap 












imply thin: the conditions uader which promises may be fulfilled 

have bees, for et lear half «ccafury, expanding farther and further 

beyond all human control Tomocrow is alresdy che Great Use 

oowa, And the ends of the earth may be, for aught we Krom, jut 

round the cor. Methods of Besnew sad diplomacy wile tac. 

of the Old Régime, hea men could st around 

ted their decision, 

re now x menace. Ia the middie amet, mex bed Lie else 15 do 
Ta} 








HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
Deside talk; and rarely did events force them to accelerate, There 
wat x antural symmetry between thought and action; #0 the coo 
‘actual procedure bad meria which it now lacks elmgether. This, 
Dy the way, hat mach ro do with the collepee of the weitten Law 
and tbe decay of the be 

‘Bot there is mach more to the French mania for dislectic and 
searks on paper. Eaviroament tila oaly half of the tale, The other 
Dalf root in tore obscure chromosome, Long before things begen 
ta whi the French dupiayed more intellect than inteli- 
weace, ald they accept eew coaditieas or face realiuea 
1 the saw. They sufer from the disease of dichotomy, x peraicioat 
sues of the ahaa almular to cancer in that» cell of 
break dows into two sd oaly two elemrau. Ore ia Rithes 
other st Or, The ducase ia sometimes called the “clamic spi 
‘Thos Taine, in his beithuntly erratic atudy of the old France, 
"LeAncien Régime,” ways: 


"To fellow our in p with complete confidence, and. 
very inquiry, with complet eons 

















write he meted of aie 
‘barat cera very nampit 
‘daar; an! hay aan seevece wo mspanetes Ne compere tnt 


dice, 7 all he tomegnenes inch vai it 
ae cae wetod of e Came prc + 


‘This ends in the habit of simple dichotomy. A is always either 
Bot CA citizen mort be either for os or agsiant on; either radical 
or conervatve. So Freach religion, politics, and even busine have 
Always tended ta split into two extreme carps. It has always beea 
the Bourbons agsiatt Robeapierse. Everything swat be uomitigated; 
starenber ootand-oot Black or che out-and-out White. 

So France hes ever been the land of obsensons and fanesicimas 
and grandiose theories which never work oot Tt the land of 
tdyordly arnGcial lonéscapes arcusd chalevur wherein everything 
ie made vo uterly ucbeervieat to a preconceived dexign that Natur 

inhen. 
"Now, these same trait which almost weecked France politically 
Ihave wwaye brought divester io the train on the Sold of bande 


‘oenbine thea, 'and {som the araiicialeyashen 20 crested %0 
hes syuthesi ted 10 de- 
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late the gen of che obacuze, 
‘poo ts ok em al ver, aa wed Gar aon to hi owe 
cgomasiac ends. Napolena'r taditican never tock root in Freach 
inde. The French generals bave studied and eped him; but the 
fficet has alwayt bees like that of  csoskcy which doot man's 
put They sexton bexstifally about ection—but eansot act cghtly 
for prompuiy. Onc might write a hintory of dhe sory se of Freach 
smlvarns in thee terme alone, wed wot go wrong by fa 

‘Jur before the ootbreak of the Worls War, there developed In 
France—aod expeeully amoog her ieaderr—a cutlouy.atkia 
snd omaous ever-confdeace. For more than forty years, French mil 
‘tary tacts had been bated o8 the iil defen, tobe fellow by 
‘decisive counterszoke. The Freach buile up therefor their fortrem 
tyitem, lerving great gupt forthe counter sroke. La 1914, however, 
the rench leaewee en fr he oc, acy Bc 
‘mare couragzout axgremivenes sand fo them, it thels bold ntel- 
Jecrulisa, yo kecpiog with the Preach character; perly becuse they 
fhad eoormoun couSdenoe is the extraordinary "75" gua, and faally 
becuuve they could eafely anome the offeasive wich the mpport of 
ther alhes, Greet Brinia and Rasta 

‘Preoccupied with the aew cotception, che Fresch alert wd 
the lexderebup of Jose, worked oxt «new plan “It wat based" 1495 
Cape Liddell Hoary, “oo « argation of historical experease—indert, 
of comman waie—sed on 1 double misealealabon—ot forea and 
place, he Lester more serocs han dhe fornce.” Not only did they plan 
te open the ofcasive with bo more shan x force equal ia trength to 
thatof the encory,ignociog the fact sha dhe Geranas ec wel forte 
fied on the frontier while the Freach were aot bat they wo ander. 

timrted by half the extmy erength, Incdig ia their evomate 
only the active German divisions. Farthermore, they were com- 
Dletely mika ix aumiag thatthe beavint of tue German stack 
‘would be made through Alsace Lorraioc rather than through Bel- 
(Bum, e7 inexcomble errr ia view of te mett obvious miliary 
‘Preparauoas which Germany hed long bees makiog x that frontier. 

‘Did eobody advie these ideologwa of the errors ct thei wcheme? 
‘Yeu, indecdt None other shan the ablen saa amoog them, Michel 
{et ors wht heppoed hd i rot eof 























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 

in Joly, 1911, General Michel, commander of the French Army 
tm dhe event of war, met wth the War Council of France, He re- 
ported thts he was coavicced that rf Germany ettacked, she would 
come by the northern route, through Belewum, and urged est the 








roadt w the Belpan trouser, and had eet up lar ste 
iwete needed for peatctme axe Plavaly thebe would be ated for te 
ty. The French War Conacd, how: 







"oe the frontier of the voulh Pobiely the Conceil 
Uanked Oenera Mocht for hn pes, 186 prompiy they threw Bim 
fut, pesting offre in command 

“The French then made every prepatavoa wo proect themselves 
fz German invasion fram he fat, lesa the north eu 

lected. 

"At the opesing of the war, the great German army wnvaded from 
the north Meanwhile Joe and hs thourands were concentrated 08 
the south. A acavecing of French ané Brita guatded the el 
fronver, outauaabered three to one by the mnvading delage All di 
‘ad all mht the Alben retrened, while Jffre desperately bepen to 
‘wbecl bis mies to meet the Gerenan ecauught. Whole ciie went 
down before the atack. Capeaieg French terry ax they haan: 
tmered metilenly eo, when Jade's ares aally did draw up for 
the defete, they rated ahead 18 eas formation, zemembeing the 
fir rule of French miliary tactca, "The best defee Ie ataci” 

“Here i borpe cot the toth of Dunner coment on the French 
mind, "Preference for dens especially generl ide allowing wi- 
plied vinons a « French tri, even whea terrible consequences 
Iay be Derent. «. . To dance ans voleano is» deadedly French 
phrase Sexcibing » Freach atdzode. Tdear couat mare in Fraoce 
{han facts nd as Tong an adecation ip atone orth the nina] bias 

spo the waggle for life, th oneided lew 





























Ting battery of German machine guns on the 
‘open Geld aad st the complete merey of the enemy, the French was 








CHAOS 
iced 300,000 military gallant to ae idea. Keeping well io mind the 
hhypaone’phrase—"tbe baat defeme is attuck”—witboot extreach> 
ments, brave is their oniforms of blue and brght zed, the French 
rushed forward, tobe pelted dows by tue geeateet umber of machine 
‘gous ever amembled by a single army in the furory of the world 
‘And the tayse and contig biuader goet back finally to that French 
betief that “ee qui est conga clairemest ext vrai.” It took the fint 
(great duane of the waz to reveal to France that ceatoa hed played 
her falae—and turaed eo treusaa inteed, 

‘Who saved France from herself? The meddling Britth, of courte 
More's the pity, 100; for, am the long ewing of issuan eves, 2 wall 
almost certialy tura out thet the delwvery of the Gull horde wat 
the wort thing that happened to Burope wa many 2 generabon. The 
world has outgrown France and all ubat she represent. I iv nat the 
fault of France. It is meraly the march of maskiod. Her wal and 
‘cconomie system mnt go ender; could ber brilisnt upper clans only 
Accept thu an tele fed iden, what a book to homaaityt 

"They will not. They cannct. So, at we bruab off te cloving paper 
‘of thin little sketch, Frace threateas world peace far more 
than cver the willy old Kaiser did of ald. Macy » peace lover 

"Galli deicada er." The Freach rulers are {roa 
jon to preserve thie charmingly primitive agricul- 
(tal wciery i a world gone industrial. At every poiot confit arise 
‘between the old régime and the new. The ofd will pase, but ot until 
the lat peasaat bes been abot down or wiped out with poiton fax 
For the French are constiteuonal dieshards, That isthe tragedy of 
Barope today. For every embry Briand ia Freace there seem to be 
ten embeya Deleasiée; for every Rolland « swarm of Estesharyt, 

Tntellect, oaniog amok, brings the world to chaot 



































‘Tho men who have piled up England's immense wealth have rarely 
beca stdomred with economic intelligence. Most of them have beta 
Snferior business moto. Their racceu cuz be readily traced to. galaxy 





ton and Ceraegle and Streshcona. (A few Americecs like Selfridge, 
[ery 


HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘have done thet bit, too.) The Eaglish hare been, on the whole, sither 
‘athlon adventarers or reave tmadlers or eaple plontert at prot 
Dectors or amart Alecks or sonafecable fools, When we begin the 
Hivory of Human Sropidsty, ater this Shore Ieroduction we shall 
devote w thick tame to cuses proving this uncharitble caateation, 
ere area few samples, jut by way of showing that we know where 
cof we speak. 

Jupet the Fit King of Exgiund, thongs magnificent ropiit, 
he country 
their dyes had no loome with waich to make cloth, and therelore 
imported their goods from England. Why ot, urgund the King, 
require Eoghs cloth makers to dye their materials io England? 
Sach 1 simple procedure, he Bgured, would brag taxes trom both 
dyer and from umpott duties on dyes But James did not figure 
‘he Dutch, who promptly set op looms of tharr ewn, eiopped import- 
Ingeleth ete ood emery ried Eagan mt protaha 

at. 

‘A bright fellow, the great Keng Jarseat Hut was he a whit brighter 
than the English cloth mahers, some of whoon mut surely have be 
ccantultd 1m the matter? I fear King and wabyects were cut from the 
‘tama cloth and dyed vo the mame vat. Certauly every generation of 
Englih busine men moce hus day has been equally doll of wit We 
leap slong, ia ar satapling ro the rather famous cate of the Bi 
merchants tad the Amencan colonies. 

‘Wes Brivah ioralaricy ever more aptly cevetled then ia their 
died management of the spirited coloniity wha were vittually 
[prodded by arepidityiero revolution? Histonane difer ax to whose 
‘war the responsibility for the English policy toward the beth gerent 
Areericnsn. Some lay the burden on George ITT, 

‘netons sboat royal prestige never aed him ino @ 
ant of a shzinking violet Bot George was 2ot « trie Britisher, com- 
ing of « German famuly, despite Bie moch quoted phease from 








































fiat rpeech to Pueinceat: "Bora nbd educated ia this eooary, I 
sory ia the ane of Brien. 

"The Beards’ interpreation ofthe policy which drove the eolo- 
sim et rebellion set to ae the sounder. Though they agre th 








‘George IIT did favor many of the restrictive aod iritating manana 
Imposed on the Amer.csct, they Gad chat the “Iasy were drafted by 
cor for Eagluh landlords and merchant capitalina who as 1 rule 

8 an provieces to be exploited for the wlvan- 
‘The Paclismentary sepreyantanivea for these 











ade of the colonies ax “the property of the metropolis eo be monop- 
lized by its cinzens and aade nabeerviest in all thingy to their 

‘The alighces plaist from landlords <ad meschants often Sed to 
farther legislation 








31 money wan prohibited. “On the sight complaint of few 
Virginie merchanoy” be said, “sine colonies hed been restruped 
from malong paper money, become absolutely nccesnry to Ohl 
termal commerce, from the coarant remittance of their gold and 

ver t Br ‘The hater of Eagland have prevailed to 
btu an act 1a their owa favor rertrainieg that manufectare 
‘Arerica. ... 1a the same manner have a few onl oukers and « 
ll pales body of et makers... prevaed totally to forbid by 
‘an act of Perlament the ecectng of Witting mulls or atel fernaces 
‘Amacica; thar Amencaze may be obliged to take all their sails for 
theer bustdhoge aad weel for sherr tools from theasartfice:n” 

‘Tha Mogton Gazette, of April 29, 1765, wa jurt vt iodiguaat. “A 
coloaist cannot make « button, « honeahoe, nor 4 hobasil, but same 
‘ooty iron-monger of eeapectuble batioa-maber of Britain thal! baw 
And squall that ine hoace's worship in mowt egregiouily maltreated, 
‘mjured, cheated, and robbed by the raxcatly American repablicana 

‘Anaayoce followed irritabon is exasperating and weating vac- 
sation. When the New York anembly objected to forced earch and 
veieute of probibited or amuggled goods, with trae 
neat Parkamenr muspendod vs legislate uxt ie mrned srore ume 
inable. Yet the Britth well knew the American attitude toward the 
eneral rim of amsintanee, expreuad with indignant vebemence by 
‘an James Otis, who deliveced hiraself for Se hour chereos. “What 
1 weene docs this opeat” he declaimed. “Every man, prompted by 
evengy, -bumor, or wantoanen % umpect the side of his. neigh 
bert owe ety gta wis of wmdane. Osan wil ai i fo et 
[eo 























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
defense; our acbitrary exertion will provoke snother ual wociey is 
Jnvalved in tamale aed blood.” 

‘The Townshesd maisry tied to straddle the fance. Burke oace 
sud that ta please everyout was the amibsticn and abject of Te 
‘end’ life, Yee che muzuters pertonal arupséity es but a2 indi 
ual redecrion of Brituh mddte clase muddling. “To reader the tx 
palatable,” Berke tad of hiss, “to che partinuss of American rev- 
noe, he had a preamble sancg the eccemity of wich» revenue, Ta 
late with the American disiaction, this reveoue Was external, OF 
port dary; but aguis to voften it ta the other pacty it wan 4 duty of 
supply. To grauty the etouiat, it was lsd on Brsih roanutacnizes; 
0 mbaly the merchants of Britain the duty was trivial und (except 
that on tea which touched only the devoted Bast Iadsa Company) 
‘on none of the grand abject of commerce. Ta counterwork the Anmer~ 
‘ean contraband, the dety ea teu wus reduced feam « galling to three 
pence. But to secure the favor of those who woold cax Aceerict, the 
of eallction was changed and wath the remit was levied in the 
james... The original plas of the dae and the node of execor- 
‘ng that plas, both arose sigly and solely from Tove of our ap- 

‘He was tealy the child of the Houxe. He tever thought, di 
anything but with « view to you. He every day 
elt ta your dispowtion; acd adjusted himself before it ay at & 
locking: lau.” 

‘The Brith indeed casnot imagine danger wn advance. Amer 
‘ota should have been red flag. Tae Sens and Daughnery of Liberty 
were actively rcbelloas The homes of high royal ofScers were de- 
zoyed and burned. Beith goods were boyconed. The Daughter 
of Liberty busty worked to speed ap domestic indurtries end to re- 
fave to buy taxed foods. Brituh taxation methods were denounced 

“legal, uncoosutucional ead anjust” British merchants were 
‘reattned with bankruptcy; workers were Jonag their joba. Beojs- 
min Franklia pleaded the ctute of the colooiet, supported by Pit 
‘eed Burke. Greavile thee minnter, ansqunced that "America mnt 
earn that prayers are cot © be brought to Gesar chrough siot and 
sedition." 



































‘which the colomses found intolerable mount be repetted; that they 
‘ny deed, be eed onan eq ul wh Engen. Bot Burke 


ceo 
sddrened rue Brimhers Peciamest was adamant Cord Gesme 
ound the Boston tx pacy oot as ominocs Sanger sigal, But “the 
Droceciiop af 3 tumultuous end roeaoe rible wn Cup, if Cy 
Kad the nu prudence, e follow their mercaasle empleyaenn and 
sot trouble Oeauelves Wu polius and governmest, which they do 
fot andertand " Lora North and Patt agreed. So the war wat 0% 
fed what T regard ax the great catastrophe of the whic scr 
‘sceurted, The Engioh spealung people opt andthe Sarr of thie 
lands were expoted tothe rable of & hundeed berds. The decay of 
‘Amecisn beqan wich the Boro tex pets, thaoks to the ssost 
{eeblaninded mes of mosey in Fopiasi. And Englanc's doce wat 
soreded fo that exe boar” Thie Scant ousjudgment ay cos the 
‘whe race wot fewer thus 2,000,000 tives ud $300,00000,000 
thos far Tt made pouible the re of the Hobeosallores and the 
Wartd Wat. Te made pounble the Cwsl War in cur owo land. But 
shy go 03? 

‘Did Boghs bumocss mea learn anything from this lou? Bo far at 
1 cane they dh ot They didnot evn earn the peograpay of tht 
Americas Proof? In 1825 the South American republic, treed {rom 
ite yoke of Spa, became « great wew market for European wily 
‘nd factor. The Break pot dere hence topetber, wet lato 
woodeo huddle, asd whipped wo the meu tropics of Bras, Pars 
fusy, Vencrocls and Colomra cargoes of bate and warmigg pane 
find woollen usderwett! 

The ghastly failure ofthe great trading venture came 
sock of preciptatng « fnandal pasic ia London Did tut teh 
thea waething? Did ey wast wodyieg the Americ the ret ot 
the world, the basic cooditeat of trade? Not at sll. For the aext 
{wo generis they pled wp fortunes szply by cubing 1 on 0ew 
feeritores which thee countrymen had occupied sod built up By 
hok or By ezook, and by takeg « proper advantage of Englaudt 
autora! asepoly ia cou! wed Ber eeval sopremacy. Down to the 
‘World War, Engiah busine leaders made no apprecsbie elt 
ateeck their problem a « scene spire. They developed nothing 
Comparable to che wide research salt of Germany ted. Featon; 
pothing duasty resembling the feamease techeteal schools of the 
Cistiaest and Arora; aodiag to be meatoasd i the mame breath 
tloag wh American uade swocretoes and German cartel 

vt an ach wih the Ames Cems oto an 
































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘ational Exposition at Paris dhroaghout 1900 ang sell iato 1901. 
Thad the good fortune to be Ghrows maze or Tea nto contact with 
certain groupe of Britith extibinon there; apd T had « peculiar 
‘Opportunity to observe theur methods, actin x gle cave but—wbst 
tnnually matt dificalt—ia large groups of Seem, all of which were 
large and famous There atatade Dewildered me. Several of Lote 
don't grestent jewelers and watchmakers hag cxcelleat daplay; but 
some Rud no salesrce on hand, while the Freoch, che Gerrans, and 
fhe Amencaas muted te Boe saw ree old be 

le some of the 








the ume.) 

‘A Manchester maaufactarer of heavy machinery occupied » huge 
‘tpuce ear iy owa station; T cama ta know hum fairly well—too 
‘wall, indeed. It was caval machisery and, v0 far et 1 could then 
judge, worth demonvtratig and tepiog to tell; else why should he 





self showed up two or threx umes a week, for an hour or 40 each 
time. He bad nobody ox haed competent fo explain the machinery 
(4nd itt merits. In che cour of sx exones, fully hundred potential 
Dayees aquired aboot it Because I was neae at hand, many of them 
anne to me, after veatching ss vasa for « saleuman It happened that 
the tmachinery ioteretted an, so I told at amceh about at ot T could 
and then referred evttybody to the mannfacturer's hotel address, 
‘which was vot potted anywhere arcand the exhib. (Not eves the 
firm name was ox dunplay, I ought add.) The only machinery wold 
during the Ezpontion war wld ghrough me—aed the noble Brion 
‘evladled me out of ay comminson oo that, 100! Alt f which helped 
‘th enlighten me concerning Big Besicen eta tender age. 

"Three rimes later I had eveasice to be concerned in one way or 
senothee with Reiuah besizets oo the sight litte ulead, and exch time 
found tt waye jort a» Tooue ag the ialeed was tight. Y am gill ous 
‘naced that pethaps cue third of Heutsh eropidity i elcobolic, Here 
‘moar typical case A group of Mudland cepltalina picked up « vast 
Seemingly ch eit of land In She Mediersonean region Wi te 

412 














ausos 
iateatoa of developing it ix seversl ways, accordicg to is undry 
potcotialiiey which were suceral, agrcalrural, reudentil, and 
Fdroetecerca. Au Gore wat wo comssling copier in all Eaglaad 
compote o frpect and seport on such a pecllely vtied prep- 
ry, whoue tae was ezormoun, ta geeral anager of Tz company 

arched for oxe ia America and eaily found bis man, whe hap 
bed to be en asqusintaser of mine. 

‘The mighty men of borinem decided ther they cold get all chey 
wasted out of de engiacer in one somrlistion 10 tey ba iz const 
1 Londoo—cer tothe tall There they ake tangs over with hin 
tad mete puiced to learn that be mould ony oothing deGaite. He 
lassie that he would Rave > take several pants Ue and and 
Took ft over with he amet curr, es ilions of pounds eslig were 
{tae, and furthermore it was own that certain condition of tall 
ta climate were somewbat obxcare The director tured down Bit 
fropotal on the ape. They waid they Kaew they hed a good thing 
tnd needed no wach contly hocu pocut. Acybody could see what fine 
‘or! ad sumtin the place had at fot gelogice peculiarities, they 
fn heen man eel flere by woe of te Landon 
trleads 

Now, miad you, te company ind immense funds ox band for 
further developozat. It wat 3a pinch of poverty tat Tod to this 
Aecton; it wn woching Yt naeease and ievincible wupidty. Not 
{maa on she board wat able to perceive ang appraise the atoalon, 
When the engineer described 1 And the seul? 

‘Withia four yearn che company Bad spent ever « million pounds 
sterling snd let tall. The tol butted oct 1 be hopelon for agricul 
fue, ot conceived. The mineral eight were «joke, The pouibilies 
of ome lng al hung os the fareaog and mining. So tat sory 
Drospest went piinmering to. Theo—and cely then—did the 
[Britoh buldogs emt a fact yelp and cull for the aginncr. He put 
{nweveral mathe on the Ja and reported chet if hey washed wo ink 
then kundred thousand and odd qore pounds zing in the vea- 
ture shy night aivage ital; bat he would oc caze to amume the 

ey; and 4, ood te) 
eocious that Egloh bosiogw mea canaot look sherd exy 
more thas rome other of tit cooutymcs, Theze it wmethlog 
simowe patalogial in he store range of thei visio. No Eaglth 
rol dco tng de rey cover ever pt a 
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a coateat with the dey and the evil thereof. Nor cas 
‘of view of other vodovidnale nad businewes, Exgli 


the future, Ie 












rupert 
Englishmen have made 1 cheap, 
hypocritical manner but rather i en extraocdiaazily enlightened, 

le fzzhion. Ta our own age and the next, plagued by the insect 
vice of over-socializaton, ut inability t eke the other fellows 
ot of view becomes a sewing grace. Lodeed, t may be the one force 
that blocks the umbeciites of nationale, compmusis, and all the 
imioor powers of darkoew. 

Ta weak phase, bowever, is whet conceres us sa submicung these 
‘previews. Lec us wiad up, for the presezs, wath 2 cate showing how 
England herself has bees neatly rsited by her stupid wndustrahis 
She had gone to war ve 1914, t save poor Intle Belgrum, accord: 
img to the Grey ballshoo Leng before the German rabmarines 
‘Rarted to throttle hes, her thup besiders and exporters were making 
colouel formnes with war orders. The pwine hed there front fect 
deep wa the trough; yet auch wat sherr ewanaheew that they 
8 eye overnens, saw Americans geting ready co Ail war 
‘which they themmelver were wathle to accepe because thele plants 
were runaing to capacty twenty-four hourt x dey, and grew sutly 
‘over the good fortune of others What dd they do about 1? They 
tummoned their tamyers—the Srat necemsty when one wishes to pall 
1 diety tric "They tantructed theur lawyers to draw up order con- 
tracts for all sara of ship ste and exval equipment with « cunning 
‘launelaseried tothe effect thatthe company signing se contract, 13 
the rile of seller, would bind itself to accept 00 andere other th 

the period of the war or at long asthe contract from 
‘rita beyers cemanned unblled. 

‘A flood of such contracts poored isto every important American 
sand foundry, durag 1916 and IDI7. And they accom 

ary Aim, whch was samply to prevent the United 






























‘a devarrting war No material could, sn that period, be 

‘old to any American buyer interened in secking foreign trade with 
in own bottoms. Had we not entered the war, lbs would have 

innved; te the ccasb, Americe would have been lacking ia fteight 
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‘puilation of one Shippiog Board. (But we dare ot credit British 
greed with this) 

"Thea came the maleic explity of America jmping into “the 
veal to ead war” The tobsatios were already Wailing tay tt 
Ee Binh merchact Sect owt wlermvoply. We sceded grew Bets 
tnwanter, Where were dy? Tse Brits cod ot furan Cem; 
they had got eseagh for themseies, Our plas, whes Urged 60 
tear construction, profeted Gat they coud not do a, Deca thelt 
hands were ted by thore British cootreca, They wails be lad © 
ouatence wit Atsrican vse st cace, Sat lev Wes lew, 

“The Governceat Tooked ttn the ison, Tf found Gat ony 
areat plac loaded wth sch coatrots were working oa oaly oO 
tint aday. (As lee 30 medeummer of 1918, ts wa te ete ith 
towne corporation as wellergantaeé at Betcha Stee) The lever 
Britah shpbuilders, you tee, weve 208 calling for ape fom 
‘America at top speed. They were not going wo eusoncege Yakers 
to putin new equipment ind trae for maw prodacnos of boty, 
for they! They would hold the fellow dows, gow at the 
ieewd Ring Jose the Pir held dows the wicked Detch Seni 
Ist ws Choe vorewd wndamralits and patunce of the ‘owsthead 
Rinry bald down Ge coerprving Colonins of North Ameriee 
ty turing thee sale oct of execct! 

so tht bright boys of Briton were wodermioing the nex pomet of 
the Allies und bengieg Kogiand expidiy to Goal Gsuter becasue 
thy con ot ve bey ep ft hey on Our ows 

olerallnvesupriors quickly diagramed the predicamest to Bal 
tout, who seed ute Belk orders Then hur oy were 
the nplib delivered fan themesive. So the Hagdom f the 
‘ind west 00, for few eote year. 

“To me the toe preponeroos example of Engi myopia i fund 
swhsce the pace Sine ack of he Anglo-Saxon sue ht hada fren 
tant w expe facie That ia i Aun. The exemple n the tl 
sway gangs In erry le tou loog for fall roconanng bere; but the 
Point can be suc up. Te 1947, von alee the wandard paage of 
Englend— €1/2—tad beca dremined, South Australie adopted 
in On June 30, (98, he Colonial Office ncongly recommended 
the goveruna of New South Wale tod Wenera Aurralia the wéop- 
ta of w oaiform gauge wih «view "othe probity of meetog, 
stemelnrars hgh poy aap of ee, et cl 
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{in te same setdement, but yu joncton of chow coautraced in the 
sndjacea colonies.” The governors were further edvieed thatthe best 
expert opision in England favored the ove of the mendard gauge 
Drtoughour the Empice Immediately « welter of argument, theanes, 
schemes, xad simple foolidsoew arene, Private compeniea boilethel? 
‘oma gauges. Government exgacert built others. Eaglih concerns 
‘ile standard. And chaos apread its nec over the svapid cnatioeat, 
‘On June 14, 1883, owe eatlway ryuteme of differeet gauge met at 
1 bridge over the Mucray River, st Wodongs. Pausengen fom New 
South Wales boued for pout in Victore bad to climb out of theit 
ath, drag their baggage slong to the Vactor 
Freight had to be hauled out of Victor 
the New South Wale care Even the Australian mind began to mut 
ect that romething was wea. The coat of dbippiag sharp, woo}, 
43d brped mutonheads from one part of the couatry to another wat 
Almont docbled at each colosial boesdary. 
‘$0 they began to hald conferences over it. There was 2 
1885 at which solemn resolutions were patted 















te reduce 
Ned in 1897—atter twelve yeary, kindly notice! “That got po fut- 

"Thereafter, every year oro, another casfereace. The lat oat 
boat which T have read was held at Casbersa, ip Janoary, 1929. 











and-gauge tracks between the lenges cies. 
Tum inforced that nothing cars of that coafereace, Australians 
‘who have studied the abeardity decaze that mace the etapid scheme 
for inelt* begue, more thes exghty year ago, the 

rmoocy caoted by sraassbipping, breaking corsa, 
tnd poor raitherd conaections at the boondarics excead by manyfold 
the tual value of the rauwayt theaucives. This does ect seem enage 
‘erated, when we contider Bat he entire rl nyatem (06 cheot) cost 
‘Gove $1,250,000,000, with equipeent. On a eghty-year average, & 
Jom of eniy $17,000,000 aneusily wouid, without adding ieterest 
‘charges equal the toa! cot of baildiog eod cquipping all the rai 
swiyt. The annual ceceipt from freight and pauvengers run uly 
‘between $200,000,000 and $250,000,000. And it in certate chet the 
omc to many ngs rm eos 1% of i aw ai 














cHans 

‘we were 10 allow interea on lous, the Commoxweaith and it citi 
ene have paid a prety penalty for theis cupid, In oo cate 4 Wm 
lem Gian some two billion dotlare 

you see, the deep teats ofthe Briton Jie deep in the blood, ven 
‘ato the fifth and sisth generations, no matar under what skies they 
dwell, We have bees observing the trims as they work out ia busl= 
nea, Now let ws look briedy at them ia orher fide, 

‘Biagfried * bas made « penetrating abalgus of the Brith char- 
acter whove relation to her pecaliac mupidity we hall ducuat, Here 
fre the oustanding trata which be bas observed. By all odds the 
mest sgaificant of chese is the fact shat the Briton “basso often #uc> 
ceeded in spite of mastakes that he bes come to look upoa these very 
‘nlstakes as facta om his maceeen” Thin (vagy Sicgtcied) isthe te 
meaning of tht extraordinary exprewion “I'l muddle throng 
Furthermore, be goesoa, the Brtisber cusnot learn muuch from other 
people’ expericace, for thewe hardly iateveat bir, He is oever curls 

















disregard for other, 
‘caused by x capacity fr forgetting which ia almoet alon to anfsithfals 
‘esa The Brivab are urban poaple. They do not understand pensnat- 
sy. Trey have magolSceet exergy, and at Biegined Keonly cbverves, 
(vin largely due fo this marveloes quality thtt they do not seed to ba 
ruccestul {8 order to persevere. Their exrexordinary inrelacity rea 
Alert them atterly “unable to Ton at « question fcom the point of view 
of anyone else, and that i all there i o it, Remind thees thet you are 
there, and they will eke account of you. Otherwise you Go not exit.” 

"Brith indulference,” ar Siegtried, t “is pombly only retarded 
seaibility. He does not smagine dangere in advance, and it in only 
‘when danger in abvoletely upoa him thet he perceves it the sume 
‘way he forget it an soon ex iti pax, betaube he does aot look batk 
Any mote thes he locks shead. The inborn cooservatiem which oat 
‘nde in all clases and partes may come from din incepaciey to pice 
‘ace anything intellectually oxleg tip eithar ix the presest or inthe 
immediate future” 

"We cannot agrec with Siegfried in his clan thet the Betiah do 
not look back. Tadsed, vome of their greatest blenders und mapsdanes 
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vem to be cated by too mech hindsight and x stubborn incapacity 
(o learn from their mistkes Field Manbal Sir William Roberaoo, 
ppoinied Chief of the British Impenal Geacra! Staf, remarked 
‘wrth worn butternes that “Tt fn mo exaggeration to say that every mis- 
lake we hed made :8 our wart with Frasce more than a hundred 
‘year before had bees repeated (la the Dardanelien)" This quality 
‘of the Briton, however, oe aball discan Jeter, 

‘Beiieh Lack of fareunght, ox the ther hand, i Nustrated tine and 
‘again. Lloyd George sume it up iz two worde—"ro0 late.” The Eng 
|ith openly admit she habut of “emaddling through.” Duzas * makes 
the vame post “Ay x nation we are snexpuble of comieg to a deci- 
‘om, and when roi stares us mn the face uave ourselves by lucky 
‘aroke atthe lat moment. No one knows what we may do of what 10 
take of ws” 

‘When we coander this peculiarity of the Bribsh character alone, 
rind te Time dames he toe of tay of ak ok 

forenight and that canase genius (or being “too late." 

‘On Api 14, 1912, the world was thocked by the ew ofthe gre 
ext maritime disueer of modern tomes. The grea: hiner Titanic, of 

1¢ White Star Line, 02 her mardea trip to New York from South 
sraptoa, crahed into an iceberg ia the North Atlantic and sank, with 
‘Tom of 832 pamengers and 685 of the erew—1,517 12 al. 

‘Here are the detuls trom the official report fof the tragedy AS 
you read them, bowevee, keep so msied the fact that there wal 00 ott 
Lut ia the buslding of the Titaoic, wo that every last detail of o- 
struction, fitiag, and inapechoe should have been attended to 
rmunote care. Yet dee overughes aed deficiencies were appalling. 

‘The total pusenger Ine was 2223. Yet there were lifeboats tor only 
1176 "The Titaale was fitted with davits enoogh to handle 49 life- 
boat, while the thip carcied ooly 16 lifeboats and 4 collapiibie 
Here, however, the stupid and lex regolabons of the Brith Board 
‘of Trade were partly responsible, for they required no more. Yet 
there wu lurther aegl grace, explainable bat inescusable. Every life 
bout was without a compas. Only thzee of them hed lamps. Thelr 
mast and ail wee bound srath twine. Yet « winess seported that 20 
fone had knives. Had the sea been rough, probubiy not » single boat 
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ould have reached the water without beng damaged or destroyed. 
The Titanc’s mpponediy warer-nghe compartments were, 1 fact, 
not water-tight. Thus the five forward compartments of the oe? 
‘were flooded almoat mmedsately, and it quickly sak 

‘So much for the equipment. 

‘The Titanic’ tert and woapection were unspeakably lex. On the 
firm of Apr the liner was tested for only wx or acven houra. Mott 
tf the crew arrived at the abtp oply a few hours before in sets] 
‘There was bat axe drill, lnmwsg about half an hour, The crew was 
not given a Lt desigasting the pounore of each member uatl wv: 
eral days after the Tuasic left Southampton. 

uficult 0 amg reaponstbity forthe trage 
fy, The Turanie's captaio had speat forty years on the se2 

‘We know that oa the uhird day out, the Titan's wirelews operetors 
received ice warnings. At leat three of these were perwotally given 
to the commander, the first mevage warnng that accberge were 
thin five miles of whe Titanic’ course (‘The dnanter 419 occur 
oa ‘this vicinig,) The 8. 8 Callforains vent thu mevnage (0 the 























the tragedy He binky wired the Californian: “Shot up, Iam by. 
Tam working Cape Race." 

‘Treanie oficial, therefore, hacw that ice wus daogeroudly neas. 
‘Yet the offcial report reveals thet the ofGcer ‘held no general die 
union, calla o coeferezce to tak over the warning, and paid no 
stanton fo them. There ‘doube bot that the aad 











President Troy, both of whom ware eager to make « new record o2 






had been wteadily 
second, $19; the thind, 44. Despite dhe waraingn, the spoed wan sot 
ecreated, nor the lockout iecreased, althoogh the officer of the 
watch was ordered to keep “a sharp Iookout for we” And the Titanic 
‘eamed full cheed, and jt before the collsnon made her maximum 
‘peed of the voyag>—24 1/2 miles x hour at leat 

"At 11:46 the lookost reported the bridge tnd the olfcer of the 
watch, “Tesberg eight ahead.” The quartermaster war ordered (0 put 
the hela "bard amazboard” He reversed the engines, But mo late 
‘Tre Titanie struck ice 

[a9] 
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[Never was confution wont confounded, No whieds biew. No 
‘Passenger was warned. Filtern or ternty 
ret Late the captala weat 9 the wicelese room, He ordered the 
‘operator to send cut distros cal. And at last he gave arden to clear 
ay the Iebora But 20 oz kxew what to do, Noze knew from 
‘which deck the boat were to be loaded. Nor how auaay of he crew 
‘were to man exch boat. Nor how many pasengeey could be carried In 
‘out Lufeboat were ect Giled to expacity. Ou out se, oaly womea 
tid children climbed v0, Ou the other, women and children Be 
hen men Not « drop of water is the lifeboats—aor Ieeteras—por 














tave thar shiny they tad they coul2. Ye once aboard, they were 
Ht Ando a et one ft, woes hak ke te aro 
en 
vehi remem rile te xmas ne te 
rt the great Twanic dinppered, pring er cap. 

ta inen Kondo pangs. The ro mada hough 
w 

‘Oniy few year iter, the Tian lemel! wees down, io the Woetd 
‘War which his leaders could oot clearly force nor macage when it 
tour "Nor even get han the wale trod sbost Kagich muddling 
fom 1910 0 192 been prised; nobody sappcemes i, yeti reaine 
‘ttstd tomply baa te volume ot eaceeda Ce output of al e- 
porters, The gurvivars ofthe holecaor Wl carry ot in their odo 
sway, which Galewocthy 0 detly dveebes wt Me ca 
‘ea, good-huesored, happy-go-lucky, od-enablubed, alow-semn 
formlesucn of eveeydueg"* 

‘A new age w here, an ope in which be who modi in doomed. 
Sciesce dnves out happy-go-lechy. Fermlesoce opel baakrupery 
‘and death. Then what of Sagiaed? 























CHAOS 
towerd economics. The simples eld of seastviny iy that of « single 
sense organ; the more complex ix worasal canduct isthe ealm of pro- 
‘duction and dinzsbutios. The former demands for proper spprecia- 





vcanicvities toward all the major facts and principles of peychology, 
weogranhy, and matheratics. 

“Unless drutic measures aze taken w prevest it, che capitalut 
‘yttea throughout the exiled world wall be wrecked within year. 





Thoald ike this prediction Sled foe foture reference.” 
‘Reputable ncwapapers bere aeé abroud bave publubed 
ment 45 having bees addzewes, 10 « private Jere, extly 
Goveraor Moree of the Beak of France, by Qovernet Noraan, of 
‘he Bank of Eogland. Many American bankers lock upoa the alleged 
redicnoa as beng # Lule more thas « half treth, yet sigaifcant 
iagnowe of ax uxparalicled pimabor. Some Wall Strect fmm echo 
the publed query af C. F. Childs & Co.:"Aze we politically dumb 
and econorieally tupid?”—as they contemplate the deaperats mate 









‘of our eeveat economitt, Wesley Murch, anid not lo 
‘ago: "The real aysery 1 oot thatthe economic machine—if we are 
calling it that—aow and then gets out of order; the 





‘Let ws goa litle further. What evidence have we thar the so-called 
machine ever ran? I, for ose, am enable to find vech, True enough, 
people manage fo make 2 living; but what hes thet to do with the 
economic rywem? Do you thick tine x nlly question? I do aot, Tt 
seems to me that it takes atthe heart of the whole buries. Tn order 
to demonstrate that the money aed profit eyecm works, even sntcr- 
-mattetly, ve mune find fuets, we mount point to event, we mutt dite 
lors cod renita ofits working. 

‘Bectuse a0 few people gratp axsxbert, the world  Booded with i 
tocurate statements, forccars, aod promees, tome boaest but menly 
duthonest. American busines men are duped deily by the ponderour 
Inaccaracies of mathematical wiseacre, tome of whom manquerade 
aur Taveriment Service expert, “conrelting economia,” stat 
and what aot, The honest foreranters woaily can be dizange 
‘rom the easels by one peculiarity: they uppead to thetr prophec 
ech am of prove and Se" and “eal senehng utes: 
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teem intervenes" nd simlar singe that, in atic Loge, they are ahy- 
sng nothing at all. (They grow fatiooy if you tel them thx to thelr 
nto4j wo pleave keep quiet whes ope is witha couversttiontl rang) 
‘A fewr others who are hoses wura ost 20 be merely ygoorent of the 
deeper fallacies is stasstical techeique, expecially those counccted 
‘with the methods of sampling aad the applicana of extrapolation 
in Gelds where the aumber aad oature of all Hating factors are 
hazy. 

‘No imac lneng inom more than half of the outing factou in any 
bbane economic event. Aad thoae who haow some of them are unable 











al events ean be exprewed rathemabeally in thet sequences 
The cold fact lend ec sapport whatever to the pleant 





thet American business mea lead the world 90 ability, 10 
actual accumulation of profite, The growth of world commerce nce 
11800 explades al! such theones. Between thet year acd 1913 all the 
people an earth ealarged the voleme of their butincm from $1479) 
(900,00. 1 $40}420,000,000. That inn 113 years sine the beams 
of the United States aad up to the World War, world trade grew 
About twenty-revea-fold But how about our awn tide? 

Tf our bunncat men were at all superior to thove of other Lands, 
how could they have failed to mereate dheir trade much more 
than the ret of the world? They bad, for thert eld, dhe richest of 
cexplosted contioeat wwited to Ube white cace. (Africa is far fucher, 
bt « poor bome for our wort) They hed plenty of capnal, plenty 
of labor, plenty of everything. What ded they xcocumplish? Well, 2 
1BO0 the taral commerce of these Varted States wes 162,000,000. 
In 1913 it bad sen to $4,279,000,000. That again sv almost pre- 
cliely x tweatyseven-sfold growth. So, you see, our busines sen 
merely held the average pace ofall matoas. 

‘There it ta be sure, « partial defeese of chi poor showing. World 
commerce it computed by adéing exports end impor. It iy in 
realty, merely foreign trade. Bet, s0 everybody know, our own land 
developed » calotal domestic trade in the century before the World 
War an a resale of iis fart growth of population and individual 
vwetlth. So we ought to credit the Americas baunest mea betweca 
1900 and 1913 with coonderabie acumen wed enterprise, even though 
they prove to be ooly average (x wor!d commerce 

[e2} 
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{ot ale) from year to year compicwouly 
Jopalation growth end the rte of fncreae of 
power ofthe dalla, if say. How many Amer 
can businemes buve rows (ater Cun those three varubloa? We all 
ioow the few have, Jor at the eecive wage of worbgmes, i 
terms of buying power, hus increased oaly slghdy for «fall gencra- 
‘with rfeioe roti of bens. Abd tt demonstrates Oat 
neat nea have nt bec Ceverer than thor eoRtempornie 8 
oy mare dan Bave out workers 
“The wood old cry, at ha pum, it: “American have alays Jed the 
‘world 1m he senportantiaventots. They beve put over 103 bx way 
very ocw wea The rex of the world tris onr basin fade 

Wel well Late lok sts few eouch cxpoved case. 

‘The chaia sere? You call that ypicaliy American? ‘Too bad Te 

‘aaustoa they overgrowe wth sao long before Wool: 
ost and the AP ever care along, ie Thormat Lipboc wat ruts 
ng hms of ore he 0 cm tm ot et 

fre auuomabie? Americans merely eheupesed 1, in order to 
imate more maney. Aaa youth m Detrov,Tief the towe when it ad 
two of thiee contraptions of laughable erodicy—the eriginal Ol 
far, the fest layne, and hele ke—and weot w Paria, where the 
‘tree were plagued with taticabe using haber abd yoo emitung 
tive 5d hanks Ard erly all portant ett Ar unveanons, trom 
the erigaat gat engine of the Gerzats, Ono, oa to the iat aeeie 
bearings, abo Ocrman, bave bean merely borrowed (or salen) by 
slick Yankee eafickers: 

Radio? Anke Mr. Marcootaboet dat! 

‘Aviatos? Did you Lnow Gar dhe Wright Brother tied for yeast 
fa vasa to ete «file money wits whoch to bunld herr wirplazes? 
No Amesican banker, no Ametican manufacturer, 0 Amercta spee- 
slntor wonld take « chance ot sch a wild sovety. They were ‘00 
tart for that tote clever boy’ So the Wright bad fo leave 
‘America wad goto France where try bed wo d 
capital, a8 well the Goverament 

"Alrsipi? All Germanl Down to the minvtewt deal; evan the 

14331 











ms 




















‘ctor we re in oar mighsy heliem ships ate Maybachs, No Ame 
4a could ever design thair equal. Aad, of be dig, wo uhrewd bun 








Toduttriat chemistry? Ta otsgio moatly Gera 
‘Wel, oough! The tale loog and full of pangs! And the ln few 
_years have Drooght i the lipe of busine leader 





For the fictt ume im oxy days, emiecat Jeder sre speaking forth 
boldly shout Amenc esac api. Teed drew nei. 





ound that 100000 corporates our of the rooed quarter milion 
which Yuraed i reports to the government showed no net incomes 
whatever. Further saquiry te hiss 6 the panel dnicovery that None 
‘al of all the people va bunnes in tha couatry do net kaow from day 
ta day whether they a7e making or Joung money.” And only 40% of 


‘pr socalled bute mex have eves « roog® eabsoate in ther mn 
‘he others aze «total Blank. 

‘Mate recently, a4 2 comocat oo the collapse of 1929, several 
‘rics of wide economic experience have came around wo the opin 
which the intslcerualclanes bave beld for suany years, camely that 
‘bunaeet men, Use wosld over, gave complete, incontrovertible proof 
of their mupidiry fa 1914 

ca it A Tapa, preten o he Fe Nena Bak of Ci 

dren oa “The Homas Element a Tadtuatrad Cres.” 
called ato Hag Brian in vigaroe indicomeat: 

“The world began it march toward the tragedy of 193031 
1914," he declared. “Why have we fasted? .. . We have cot fisted 
‘ecaute of ignorance of ecosanic theones, bar becrute of our utter 
<isregard and delaace ofall economic lawe. Arction,stapidity and 
red have defeated policies, and trouble ies been the resale. - 
Teaanot scape the conviction thet the dewe of the present neuron 
broke over the world in Juiy, 114, and zr come not {rom sgnorance 
of the ultimate rule of che chosen course bot becante of x comaglete 
‘oeeak-dowa of work! political san:ty. Thee wat aa lack of « knowl 
ge of the consequences, but rather 2 Sack of courage t faco the 
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‘cAAOS 
fact tn Shronde satlona! prides and to demend common counsel 
fn-an honest search for the basis of pesce. Such w search might have 
failed, but, onformeately, buoy Goea sot indicate shat it was boa 
ety made* 

‘We shall soca return to analyze this indicumeat. Fit, however, let 
vu pee out how stapid bunines mea were in tolerating, if aot encour- 
aging the World War. Call ia the cceauatants| Let ub go ovee the 
‘books of tia bankropr ald world aed see what lowes i€ took ia thet 
seat tranticilea, 

"The aot careful cmnates of the cor of the World War are those 
‘worked out by Erueyt L. Bogart, aeder the auspices of the Carnegie 
Eadowmeut for Tnteruationsl Peace. The direc cova cf waging wat 
by all combatants together amounted to $186,333,637,007. The ta- 
oni ia eta Se veto Se 

nilitary reason, fomes to mestrals (a una item vs che grand 
{onl} and the cpaaleed wal ofthe realli eton, acted 
19 $151 612,542,560, The grand total of dicect and indurect cons dana 
eames to $357 946,179,657 

Profewor Bogut hea beea too exotica, too conservative: 
‘April §, 1990, our Treanary Deparumeat gavs forh oftcialy that 
‘money cout of the war to date, for the United States aloce, hav ex- 
Ceded $91409000000. "Tha aciedes many sere which Bogs 
rpovely cmisted from hit caleulasans, Fer ‘estance, the ieereat 

‘ar debts for the pate thirteen years, the upkeep of che Veterans’ 
‘Hiscene, war eal inueaaee and soldier’ compensation, ax well a the 
payment of allowed claime to eocmy alieas for sized property all 
appert in the Government atement. 

‘The report repent the well knows fuct thet about siaty-is cents 
cout of every dollar spent by ovr Goverasuent goes to pay for wart 
alt or fature. Scieatat va the year 2000 will doobilee rane the U. 
S.A. au of 1930 aD. an 66% uapid. Much too conservative, gatle- 
‘meat Mach toa contervanve! 

Tt 14 aot fat from the ball's eye to pot the true final cont of that 
lite frucas of Poat-Glaciale at $600, 000,000,000 on or about January 
1, 1980, when the foterert on che (ase reaisiog war debe wil have 
ceased to be world bocdea. And sow we are ready to ask what 
‘mught have beer dose wich this gum of money, between 1914 and 
today. Any inveroe with coh to place ia ax enterprise would mie 
hoe ener elas tog peel 





























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
cumcated by hard ideas and mob pernecctions. To be sure, 20 banker 
3a 1914 (aor in (932) sould fave geven hiss aay highly ioteligest 
snswer te his queraon. For bankers ere Pas-Glacialt, But scan. 
‘ould aarwer 1 1a x dozen ways, a wound. 

‘Let ee show you a few wars begioning seth the sropideat and 
hence the our mott kkely ¢o have boea acceptable to bankert and 
investor, hac been put to them by « supertalesman Our coustry 

‘commited to s policy of ecacamic expansion in Latio America 
‘The methods thus far aye to thu exd have caused o9 sxich trouble 
snd icomense outlay of mocey, mainly for Navy appropt 
‘every dollar of which earm ot a true net a 
dollar’ worth of all will and surpicion Suppoue we sy, j 
fn, that we ouzhs to expand south of Key Went and the Rio Grande 
1 d manner caicelated to please out foture employees down there 
tnd t0 preserve every fcvendsbp we may acquire. In brief, inttead 
of hinng thugs and dremng them up in Navy umsformy what if 
we viewed the deapued Spiggoty a8 » human being entitled to the 
‘ett pertonaet mani "which ocr indawriatite have devised 
for our own {actory workers? 

‘We might—in es falry tale—have dose for all Latin Ameri 

rote ueale what the former president of Pers, Auta Legs 
‘arall scale before hus enemies depoved Bim He lavnched 
rigation projects, bult highwayt over the Andes, and wtarted to 
develop the rich repons exst of the mountaies. Land that handled 
‘paid rs entire capital cont fo the Seat year's kurves 28 you may 
verify for yourself by atudying weparbal reports mude'by Americna 
expert on the rene. 

‘We might, fint of all, have bought outright all the bet unde 
veloped lands wath of the Wo Grande, together with auch developed 
tran ax might be available to ue at » price within ceach T de not 
mean that we should have picked farm lands alone. That would 
‘be far toc stupid to be allowed is even a pipe dream ike ths. Nol 
‘We should have bought axy acceage that looked productive in eoy 
sqanner: oil Lends, coal lands (of wich there seem to be zoze of 
very few), hydroctectne sites, rebber forees, topical, hardwood 
jnsgles, colfectands in the togh plateaus, cacao tract in the Amazon 
‘atio, Banana belts, ploc for vival end other fbrer, and al the other 
Incumeratie lands of prefitmakiog acreage cot yet yielding di 
ends. 
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cHaos 

As and prices rua, we could have purchased, co 
‘between 1914 snd (925, nearly ene ted of the entre tren of Late 
Americe—and chat Ge at ccreage af all xcept the few Nighly 
favored spom slresdy developed tor « Ltle mare than #400 
00,000. That would have lft us a round $47,000,000 of the 
unoned war cher for developing Latm America. Spend & billion oF 
fo as lighwayh, so that motor Deer might now be euaaing fam 
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Buenos Aires to Bortoe Spend another bullion oa seilwayy, a chid 
on waterways, docks, and barges vo thet immense Sei enight now 
be plyiug between the Amazoo's upper zesches acd the docks of 
St. Louis and New York. Spend « foarth billion on hydroelectne 
owes fram the Andes, especially 2 Chile, whence long range trax 
‘mission toes maght aow be cecrying millions ot KWH clear accom 
to Montevideo, Aad all ete would resin xo uch euoney un 
pest that we shocld Rave to cat abour for other major prosects 
‘st Me ils bo te ace Set LR le: 
ics 


HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
veloped square miles of Cenede, expecially the Norchwost. At the 
highese concervable price, all tht could be picked up for $8,400, 
000,000 cash. And wrhout a doube helé thet nam would Save ob 
‘wnned jeia 1914, Or even one qearer of I 

‘And sill we have scarcely axcked the Big Money! Eaough anll 










ata salary of double ‘power, 
1 he atks at wage iad win wht Lae ee 0 
problem now coafronting we would have vanished ia Ua 

T boo toh ta et te Unie Siac Government cud ver 








‘of the wae. My roggemon has only one point, 
And that 1 to exhibet these eupsditica by pomtng out what aight 
Ihave been done with the roaey wored 

‘Now we rcturs to oar initial query Io all Western natioas, poh 

‘re ruled by busines men. Some group velect venator, con- 
Kremmen, members af parltament, presidente, prime miner, and 
the other mes at the hels of mete How did it happen that the 
agreac bankers, the international promoters, the export compas, 
the manufacturers the orgaaizatioon wach a1 Chambers of Commerer 
sand Rotary, and all the other rich and powerksl people who domi 
polities normally allow their goverameat uederteagy to lauach two 
oatinenn upon 4 sea of troubles whote wreck-bomsd shoals su!) 
froth und thunder all aroead thove of us wha sil cling to the old 
derehet? 

‘The anawee ina matter of record. Tura back to newspapers, muEt- 
inet usd books appearing betwero 1914 and 1917. There you find 
swrtually every American of consequence sinag bit views; and 
tecarcely ang of them im the ranks of businens and finance showed the 
fables In ght iota world econonmet and wer finance. 

‘When the World War broke ext 12 1914, roveral emineat eano- 
mama were interviewed by the New York sewepapers on the probable 
duration of homiliit. Charity preveam exe irom esentining the 
names of several diene poised expert who amsezted, with great pot 
\Uveness the he fighting would be over withia three or four montht. 
Expbeit arguments were adduced. They explained that the moder 
6 ot 5 Bae ok ie a 
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cHaos 
‘ex hous, if all the countries became involved is it. But they added, 
‘thw would toon ue up all the mooey on earch; and soon thereafter 
all he credut too, Judged meraly ws a uraigaciorward busiaen propo 
iti, the war could not coatinue became the vinwe of wat—meUey 
mould fal, Aa fate us the spring of 1915 T heard th argomeat 
‘epeated emong the learard. 

‘What was wrong with the economixa? Jost one thing. They did 
all their thinking oa « fale preseppounoa. They sumed that 
Duman affairs are rigorously condected within the mazey-end-profit 
‘tem. Even those who sreavecsiy opposed war called it «00+ 
rove exprenion of “econamue wmperiaiwen” Aud by ut 












‘econome saterera pure end. temple; that nauonalitic 
‘cnply 1 form of raper-busiaet, beate ran oo the basic principh 
‘of money and profit. 
‘lt the ghutly joke ia thet aot a sigle natloa cther entered the 
noes basis or condacied warfare thet way later, How 
ex the whole world wooid have beea, if only all the 
anatioas had done vo! They woald thea have esimated coga im ade 
vance, They woald have looked isto probable eet profits. They 
‘ould have takes daly ito acooeet deprecatioe, overhes 
all the other aspects of controlling cous tothe 
imate gain, They would have investigated the various soares of 
cventual profit, toc. And—whet thea? Not even the mlficet of the 
bellygerenta wonld have taken up arm. For al! would bave found 
‘war to be exceedingly bad busines 
‘Vafortunately, nobody regarded war at « bonnes To tome st wat 
“a holy dug, t> others alae, to will others « neat way of being cured 
‘of a neuron. A few manalacturers arw chances for personal 
‘tunes and encouraged the fools in their folly, But that wae » private 
alia. 














‘And exany roprexcit 
commentators have pointed ths axt. Alezandet Noyce * shows how 
he American business maz succesfully imspunizn himself apantt 
perceiving fart and Teerning opitiont ued ideat winch do not coin- 
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cide with hy wuber. Hu ego cxapot endure the coadlct wt up by 
‘unpleasant trout, Noyes wroce: 





soc pbc boxer be kage iat wi cath 

bttaes mov Tee wcrtore always 
net 10 New Year Dry prophenes 
nde and so eaclude any ditapresble afc 


+ Basten, peade wlty 10 a ke nopsd 
sa gallantly publuhes Alma T: Bimonde arvele "Dunnen Te 
* For some month belore the Decline and 
Fall of the Stock Exchenge, Mr. Simonds sot an arucle to Nations 
Davinus suggesnsg « business declise. He couboed bi muld glow 
toa nagle clowe™ "If « torndowa in boucew shoold take pltce is 
1929, a now seme probable"—-aed went oo to ther martery. The 
srocie wan reed ste edocs ura, becaune twa “penn 
Finatciel howes beatae wg foreeat decives 1a busine. They 
love good cleat and often wit cacmicaby bones interpreting fact 
‘Yet the danger of msaformatien de oot wgnotasce bu o wiAhtul 
shuolang was pusted ost by Franklyn Hobbe: 




















She commoner aril of commerce mawafornation go fun. 
omental things. The Gtrbutioa and broaden mm 

frnuvon Cle sid bennrat recta 00 198 00 Seeley 
ine evou an pune once epren.2f every mn 

merce had potted ‘which was porecased 
samme thounnad of gai udenm of butane conde ris deprek. 
Sion need not Rave Beto any mace seroas than the mild buwrncls 
‘eventoas of 1924 aad 1927. 

















We cannot agree wth Hable’ cosclunom about the severity of 
i that the 

blind sgotum of American busiseas and ic universal newiliagaeas 
to tee anplestantrealiues hax dooe great isarm to bosinestielé and. 
hve coorously confused the sigacicaat inaey 

"The haplent prophess of 1929 have Lived to ext theis words. For 
Tee mene Bah 

Fee ay St Oy ea, 

T40) 





cHAGS 
toa many month they were bearers of glad tidsaga Poor Hoover 
‘gost dows ta hutory, (amcor for his promoaciensento two deyt before 
(he fir crash oa the Siock Exchange He declared thea ther “the 
fuodereeral bose of the country—dhet 36, the production aad 
distribution of commodities on « sound abd protperaut bast!”™ 
(Chacles Schwab weat him axe here. Tn an addzens before the Amiet- 
scan Lroa and Bezel Laabtute, br foresaw good buntoemy and added 
that “Tf the equilbreum between prodacnon and cotsampran it 
‘mamtunad, there m 20 rea00, © my opinice, why cur present prot. 
pengy should uot continue iedefianely.” Four dayi Inter Usited 
Sates Pronperity became United Stace History. 

1930, Hoover agsia blundered fa the same old way. 
He wtued his tow clase setement: 








Al he endece eit te won yf he 
Q rl Reve bece pueda the Se 
th ihe eheborsuen ef cone sosplpmene The Ps 








$00a we shall yull the cura of char. 

[Nor oaly does American bane reck wits bland aod ative op- 
wm Bu wt a verable tample for the widecyed believer 

tnaps, who, fez atm we basker, gether to wach rab pulled 

from hats aad fo look for vod discus the means of Woades-rorking, 

through ssadey wsperzxraral agencies, 

Look, for example, at Rever=ad Dr, James E. Walker and the 
edicts of the Nuoeal Brocicarmng Coinpeay, who made «gallant 
Stuempt to perme the good Lord 10 send suit wo a parched land, 
He was requened by the aforewed oficalt ts include a prager for 
hecho dersoe! pid of ten mare 

nes, De, Walker anounced that thin was the fs ie 10 
bieowledge that x cadso coocera had akze voch x ep. 

"Oor je prelude would fakin igh parpone, were it to ignore 
1, 8. Beeraty of Labor, Wilum N. Doak, and bis Mage Penstn 
We ears the followog from the Unied Prow, vader date line of 
May 15, 1931: 
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wage car 
If the Hoa. Doak 1 roll uviog when we undertake oor main tay 
of suankund, we shall tead a commuttce to wady hire. He deserves 





‘auch arention, expecially by reason of his high port and greut power 
tp American labor exrlet. Are oae railways mansged by the Magic 
Pouato? If vo, there asy emarchon between thut fact and the 
‘presen plight of oet roads? Au a member of Mc. Hoover's Cabuiet, 
doer che Hoa. Doak use the Magic Potato io shaping the devnaier 
‘of cur nation? I 9, has Gus anything to do with the prevent grevout 
state of the world? 

reapenty briog ato promiceace all manner of wstro\- 
nt, palo, witch doctors, and coremon quacks, 
‘Why? 1 thik the chref came of thos us wo nimple thac it bas eluded 
soleme huroenias and anthropelopaa. 

‘The onset of s boom meaas easy moocy. Thar meaoe thar thoviands 
cof people who lack dhe wit and waricn to atta wealth in harsher 
lumen now prosper, ‘They have always bea auperauouy addlepates, 
‘but now, for the frmt me, they have the price t indulge there fool 
‘hnear, and, of course, the erooks who peddle esralogy, numerology, 
tnd the other teazds get thevr trade 

‘Then to, there ro fresh motives for consulting the star and the 
‘palms. The low brows, weeiag everybody else caliog in money, yea 
fo da Likewise; they have enough to pay the scance fees, 10 19 they 
‘orm in quest of wack mazket Ups sd genera) buunen advice. Nov 
‘ody knows haw maay rilliocs of moron dollars have beeo poured 
into the hands of that wast wadecworid of payekic eacketeert during 
the easy-mecoey eer of the prescat ceoniry; bur we mey be sare 
that such estates as bave boca made by various erganzzutiony can 
not be ter wraog. They range fom $50,000,000 ta $200,000,000 = 
yet, Evidence gutbered by the New York Cty police in 1931, 
Goring eleven months of quiet delving, shows that four fake mir 
aera ac hy hers le Saag. Seth ee Stine 


























cia0s 
1 year by selling borosoopes to sucker Verions ratio companies 
incovered 





‘The eupid man cansot diatinguish between feeling und ability, 
Let him pick ap Chatlemagne's broxdoword in x moves und rwith 
i through the ‘ir, ancl be will pechape become excited over the 
‘memoria cht act arouses, He fetle bimaelt « worl2-conqeering wat 
or. Feeling thus, he impercepebly alipe over into the attiude of 
being another Chariecagoe Here ia one of the ineztingulshable 
oot of magi. Ie comes over unto our modern world in many sable 
forms, some of which Bave been beiedy but pesetratingly described 
bby Thomas P. Reud.* 

‘Machines are skid to brutal tase who operate then, Reed 
tmnt any high-beow magazine oF book oa the subject. Yer never 
‘as aller onsecnue. Saye Mr. Read: "T have oen wondered why 
the Chamber of Commerce af some mancfacturiag town doce aot 
100,000 for the production of wo authentic apoci- 
wmbo bat boon degraded and brutalized by the 
mance af repedinve war.” I, for one, never met « man who 

Jenown veveral Who 

deingates, by 

‘eaaployroest ageacer, ang by boards of director. And for each tach 
‘have brotalined themucives through sheer 

‘reduces to come tenes of fixed, more oF 
‘tuk which previously bad to ba atredad 
to at every moment, analyzed, and fallowed chroagh with thought 

Tt cedaces by manyfold the phyucal end mental wcain 
‘upon the worker. By « queer iedrection, then, i wenetimes creates 
the Dlution of brutalisiog the lars im that vt gives bim time to “be 
boise; and, when he can be thet, the brote and dullerd in him 
emerge ad rol» bestal eye atthe innocent byrand 
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smurried women, gives in May, 1931, whea the warld-mde depret- 
sion wae reaching botiom. 


apend al yos can; ever what yous head ny thc 
sae aay Depscad peop 






‘We aasume thet Schwab is not 4 scoundzel 
bbunnese maa who sacerely believer what he arya. We also 
(and believe fe thorooghiy) dat he ina kind-hearted chap without 
the aightett malice Yer the devil hisself coold not put inte the 
mouth of moral man x teateoce which, of obeyed, would send the 
‘world to hell (ater thaa Schwab's extraordieary reonane. 

io the mam, American bunses men display gisch more \goo: 
ance than eupedity. And ths dail be my trent regarding ell major 
blunders in chun vast labyricth of mosey and profit. Frail as maa's 
‘wnt, tupad at his conduct tends ro be, sts graven handicap 1 dedl- 
tng with the afar of radattry, trade, dad credat centers wn the mt 
cacy, obscurty aad vasmneta of the facts which must be mastered 
before round judgment can be attuned, 














Logically, we aboold now ge on t2 pont out the diferent kindy of 
stupi from x worthy hanso—and typicelly America — 
ambion to get Bamething for Nochuog For novehere elve has the 
tum been 10 body parreed wth wch devantating result 
rman motve would, if all moved umoothiy, lead «0 
ojorracat of life. He saver that be oy 
forngocs today’s pleature for # hopefully richer onc on yore bright 
marrow. Bot, when lft t bis awa devices, be seldom smproves hit 
let by investing, speculating, or gezbling wath his funds And when 
bleak ignorioce combines with bumex stopsdity is transactions io- 
volving mosey, the outcome It wonderfal to behold. A x sharpstar 
‘wit once remarked, “The human besag is the oaly animal that can 
‘be skinned more than once.” 

‘Had we arzived, then, at the Stieth volume of our Chronicle of 
‘Homan Stupidity, we abcald aow present you with a fee tcket 0 
Secinn 9 of te Fook? Pend ice w cman uabepyy day ia 











‘CHAOS 
‘October, 1929, bowever, many volumes have described the procee- 
son, We shall, thea, wpaze you oar $0,000 words, which fade in 

IN gloom x0 our Slee. They tell you of the drum majort—end the 
leaders of the batons. They describe the painful anne of xo- 
‘venors, specaletors, gamblers, bankers. For the menute details, we 
refer yoo, thes to the New Fark Pomes,ad lb, froes the dete of the 
Great Amencia Fall 

‘Yet before we leave this vabappy sceze of foly, linger with me 
1 mament it Florida. Tae year ws 1924. For two years thereater, 











errs, Flora wis the Garden of Baca ot the Oulible. Tae came 
he dianer ofthe buricase—aed s¢was a over. Butt wana great 
show whe it lasted? 

1925, he United Sete wat olin a x warm tath of perfumed 
prowpenty. Husdeeds of Azericaes hed made colomal frrane 
tear indorince. The speculative craze was atts eight. And partly 


tack, party through sateligent plansing, enerprinng Peal 


nd marvelous sod. All over the couotry, from hum 
‘he glad word spreed that here wee the Iatt new 











‘eat my good frrucew vat the State twice dn 
(ie hong made Ta eat bg on, er 








the Children's Crusade and agata rater ike the proceasion behind 
the Pied Piper of Hamehn All the atfantles were there, and 1 
vwete the rata Etch manrue added something ta the riting nde of 
adage The waters rar thick with all the mopidiues of the race. 


‘nis impounble even to outhne the tro years of souanity in a brief 
ralegomense lake oars Here area few high light. It wat estimated 
that donag the eight of the boom 600,000 people lived in tents 
Outnde the crocs, slmoat 0 proven war made for water, and 
camper brooght their drinking water from the ncareat wells or ux- 
‘rete grin vohont the hehe St chery ery 
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preceatcos. Hotel elevator bop ald Jota berween floor... Tera, 
Who Is wad fo have made « foruse ia Floride, mid that “A san 
Case fo Miami .. and opened ax ofce wich rwclve teoograpbe>. 
Hie sdverised all over the coustry and. people seat hian mooey 
‘heoogh the mal. He was ceasing up td owatd oo land tall 
when he war equghe. We capmued a couple of craks who used 10 
Srork with forged decdh They auked herr wet to meet them at 
1 pleoe of property abd ofleced itm them below he eatket price 
tot Ge excue thatthe woman's mother was il and they hd to rte 
Jame..." An iwerance company's slogaa ran: *S0% profit were, 
095 probable’ 

‘Alem the whole rate was ofeed for mle, ie vome 2,000,000 
dots plotted xd raked ost for vale. Were « houte but on exch It 
ted socuped 6 «fly of re, Flea’ popeleaon would shee: 
fore have cqualied balf that ofthe enore Uasted Stats! This sight 
Aificaley id not, howeves, occur 1e Ue lunatic eoshurans. Ocean 
‘trout propecy was wid for $1000 19 $2000 fos. And in Mam 

oat foot in the bunasm vecton brought $25,008. A room without 
th com 910 often enough. One man pard 332 2 weck fora carbes of 
leaping porch. Anther Forked over 435 x werk for the privitge 
leeping on the cerces Boor of « gecage. Foz 1500 t9 1800 cars 
tout passed ox the Dixie Highway. A six-rooms boagalow on « 
$0-fot lat in an eedusary Muze ety wee sold for $37/00. 
































earned 4 fat hving despite the mot ludicr 
Mnees, for example, putin « sewer aye 
‘When the job was completed, the vabsppy cit 
she sewage, sosteed of runsiag cut of tows 
an surmghe hack into the city treet! The demand for carpenters 
‘ws to great that anyoar with Borse power could get x job. But the 
‘ote carpenter T met dad ant care for a job. Here's why. 

“He ued t be the town draskard, i 

‘ance froen Musas. If ever be cond pick up a halt dollac, it meat 
fac rum, Hu wife took ia washing and prayed God for deliverance. 
‘Then came the boom. Strangers peared, bought op worthless wand 
tract covered with palmer, laid our sree, brought in bram baxds, 
tnd trated an paction of loex Our friend, the curpenter, appeared 
1a the mdr of the proceedings und, being thorosghly inebrated, 
Segue upon ee om. No money wan pone el she ay ex 





‘abe bongh, the avctioneer's clerk simply banded him a slip to sign. 

‘Around soon the cacpente: weatied of he game. He resled bomz- 
‘ward and fell asleep 0a the patlor door, where hit wife found him 
laser, hls pockew aufed with purchase memoranda At the was 
Inyiag to decipher the strange alips of paper, in rushed real extast 
speculators offering her mud prices tor Use tom her fuyband fad 
rupposedly bought: Being « nimble wit, she wld all the alia on the 
pot and was able to setize for the reat of her ayn, 

‘Bar thors who bought the alipt were walking northward, begging 
hhandl-ou, only a yeer Inte. Sie semper stupid, 

“And Bow about the Hhg Fellows?” you are atking soe. “What & 
leas up they must have madet” 

‘Well, you'd bener inquire of your bunker a9 to chat, Bot, 1 ehe 
‘uat aewn report T happened eo ace were authentic, tome of the 
‘erm coasts san bei. Tete wi the elit George 

ick, « poet ct ie 




















off the house roofo; Merrick, who created the amazing Coral Gablex 
‘which went totlly bankrapt and contaued vo for Josger chan my 
‘memory runneth Thea there was Cer] Fiber, crestor of Mini 





the shrewd foresight to sip cut before she boom 
‘with bis altiens—which, 1a my opinion, were deservedly 
‘earned—be came up to Long Inland and tried to repeat hit achieve 
‘Bent away oat xt Moatask Point—and i ill wonderiog why people 
‘will not lock thither, Dave Davis, the oxly man oo earth who ever 
‘allt his private archipelago? Gicon Curtig and bis million-dollar 
4oe trick? Mianer and his lovely Boce Raton? Welt, I don't know. 
‘ut, on sight umvece, Td rather keep what T've got than swap with 
any of them just now. At lean, that would be afer. 

“Anyhow, thote whe didn’ love their all io Florida hastened to do 
to in 1929 ia Wall Sereet Selah. 

‘Aad now for thove other branches of Americas stupidity which 
tecva to poiton the hens the child, the citizen, and the rate. 

me? 

the pareat. Ia the school, it ln the taacher. In 
she community itis the lowyer and the politics And in the action 
erin all anton —itis the ailitary. OF the seapiditin of these you 
Steady kaow much. But nl more sexains to be 

Her ici 

[sr] 
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‘The muplditn of parents are so many ands tribe thatthe woo: 
ers that even os percent of oar cildeen grow to wdulthood with 
crea moderute tazty. Were the wortt Sirer parent of Lae 
‘Spportamty, bad clecatoo and carly taicing. or low suzligence, 
‘we mighe more calyexplsis ter natak i salking cldren, Yet 
‘uperior men and women oftee perpetrate the maw addlepated w+ 
Didier toward their youn 

"AUL bur the mow progrenive pareau belcee dat, bectuse they 
Ihave “expeciaced” motherbood aad fatherhood, they are therefore 
bleed with wsrt of God-gwes competsce im undertanding ch 
dren, Panhermore, moat parental love ve the bdest of all. Thetr 
town ile dent are fo them net otlyopecal, wu expecially auperior 
toll other he dears And woe betde hiss who would snteage 00 
the poe rights of parses. 

‘All dhe stupiditie to which morale fall victin pile up 18 comm 
‘nye omfualon as we raise cor childcea They are the more die 
sau becaute of the aerary eethority which we exercise over 
the young For neatly two decades the child is helplem to weape 
the bluaery of his fotebeact. Hus forsuive daye must be apent a 
homes where egptits, etrovers, mental defective, onuroics, end 
other humaneaguer rae the roor. 

Farthermore,childcen today scut be tsioed by aod live with 
dul who are demorslized and bewildered by the very conditions 
{or which sey are uceapting to prepace this feping. The yout 
‘som op ia a world where there ist enough work to gp around; 
Where ther chases (or makiog # comforabic Living wert neve? 
fore uncertain; where lieure n a oenace abd vocsteas] adjor- 

‘raison problem. Toe tak of parent, like the world’s 
‘wotk, it confused by 20 many complex tad terctying iooee and 
tacos that theis Dex etforts mes, throegt no taut of cir ews, 
fra out to be mistaken 

“Twas aot ever thun. Yer, world withoat cod, baby prides and 
joyt have growe to dll and upd manhood, 10 live out the your 
Blowd-brothert to one-eyed Cyclops. For how anny each and 
‘what way are pasta! biander reaponnbie? We abel divcan th 
problem force Voleses $$ and 56 of ons Hirory of Human 

[a8] 
































CHADS 
Stupidity. For the prea, let wv inapect x few comapicuoss erroms 
of fathers and mother. 

‘The mopidities of perestal ego lead to one crime wore than 
amurdex, Thaw the crume of ewatéiag eldren inthe pezeaa” (mage 
or iio the image of what be wishes he aught bave bora. These 
‘ee anly wo things wrong wats thu practice, First ofall, hs child 
oct act posses bun parestr personality. His jaacr aaturo differ 
‘coosidcrably. Secondly, he wil grow up mx world that wil difer 
nach fram hac pur cubed. Others, everthing i 

To ito mom serzible form, we ae this dorineetiog egotiso ia Joba 
Rosio's awhal mother Craica and Teymes wsoslly fal 1 ace be- 
Yond Huskia's marvelous peorve Ue eragedy of x warped perooulty, 
Yer, almont wholly because of bad early teining Rakin grew up 
‘social imbecile His inooceace abost the ways of people Jed bia 
sto tudierous abvordntie. Had be been permitied t0 develop 
‘sorrel, well-rounded persone, he maght have achieved in deepest 
denre—to be the world’s grea: geologit. Prom his own wena 

‘the report of us frien, we have every evidence of hus capr- 
saws wentiGc interest and Intot ability. Yer Shrough bebybo0d and 
Childhood, his horrible mother mccceded vo dowartng Mi gees 
‘the many nich and avdrendc records reveal, leaving cot the sight- 
cit doubt that che man's career wat raved in va anger development 
by the trghitul empudity of has emo 

‘he wars harth Purtae addicted > pety moralsing and plagued 
‘with the panion to domusste her howebold. Grim, sireuons, pru- 
diuh, and fond of sewing, darning, and wanhing dishes, 
lived tothe race old age of oearly aunesy without relating 
agement of Ker famous son. She did everything but wipe bur nose. 
Ta his Sree decade she whipped tne for every erfing devietion fromm 
her commands, Whenever abe owned to be alone, ie dt ce cid 









































quiet, on penalty of « thrashing. She ever allowed be 
‘ays; s0 his masa delight was che conteenplaning of the patterns in 
the artery carpet and his wall paper. She barred him fram other 
childeen, oa the ground that they were dirty and velgee, She barred 
hhim from all port acd strencous eacreise on the ground that he 
smipht hurt Mimclt. She deere him vo eharch with fanatical rem 
Jay en he cameo ie the ry ight of x pew a pane, 
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‘Thar be grew up, smpruaced, lonely, snert—oot by chorce but 
cone jaed from burt. 

‘lt perhape the vulest hubsr che old fag ssficted upan her off. 
sprang war the evening crow-cxarination. She forced him 0 tell 
her everythung he had dane dariag the dey, no matter how pieayane 
the deed. In short, the coafesnoaa! in Puritan guise. Tn auc respect 
‘her motive was pardanable; the bos showed sickly taleacios at 
‘mer and had to be watched. But the did pot realize that exercive 
‘and freedom would probably have firmed his Sbre. 

‘The crowning {atut, however, came whea he went to Oxford 
at cighteen, Papa and Maza wrot along to0! They tock lodgings 
‘lose to the college, and Mamma forced Johaaie to report t hit 
very evesing wad go through his conteavional, She also packed him 
(ff te bed, sharp sine thirty. The resole was at be mined all chove 
contacts and experiences poral to cellege years. Wore yet, the 
‘tudeots tneeced at hien. He was dubbed » mullsop, « home boy, and 
4 duhrag No wonder the dowatroddea youth coofewed t» Dante 
Gabriel Rometa: “It in » gren, in the long roc the greateet mis- 
forrane of my life thet on the whole, ray relativey coming, and oo 
forth, are perwoas with whom 1 caa have 20 ayrapathy and that clt- 
ccumtlances have always somehow or another kept me out of the way 
‘of people of whom I could have entde friendt. So that I bare 20 

ipt and ao loves” 
‘he grew op ignorant of men and theie ways, 90 Jem iguorant 
af the world, and mart ignorant af the variety of emotion, etutudes, 
and experiences which blend 1s the making of widely difereat por 
He could not anderstesd bow people elt, shought and 


























foarvel of it oll ts that he was able to penetrate his own crippled 
rnature and coolly describe its fame, 

‘My judgment” be wrote lat in life, “of right and wrong, and 
powers of isdependest action wore lef entirely undeveloped; be- 
‘cause the bridle and blinkers were zever taken off me. I had 
aothing to endure. Danges ar pain of any kind I heew not; my 
strangth was never exetcited, my patience arver tried, apd my cour 


sags never fortified: 
1401 


coos 
it sole chase! of sich expeslence war the eps. The tar and 
tongue give us men human contacts and lead to social insights the 
nye looks to phyuteal evens, expecially to those which delight ma at 
pecacis, Ruidi's dream was to becezse the world's prestat geal: 
git. Aad why not? Stocss and mocaiaion are an fat 49 pore 
‘om peoples daly the eye is iaveked to revea! daom. Tt my be 
Ivaked’ to's perscoalty howe vocal stpiity i inate withost 
harm to the geological qucm. 
Te i qute corn, toa, that Raskio's satchlen scaitvity toward 
slovds, mountains, Bill, and brooks, no lets chan his feeling for the 
ft whidh be ran challenged mac, mt Deve 
‘bmn sided by bit tral arapdity in human lations Tnx general 
ow of peychic equlvoram that a trait, when relieved ct all the 
‘ountsrctons fram anocher tat, ia that ceanure roan free tnd 
wrong: Nozaled down tothe eye, Rosia achieved much ia the aat~ 
rowly vital worle. Had be beco caited by 1 decent mother, we 
tight heve tart throug sullbirts that peronaicy which Mocley 
Alscibed none ofthe three giant of prow nye who strode acrom 
the erature ofthe piace cenery.” Bat we might have aloe 
ot herent ene pea wh ver Hed, We tal aeer 
(OC al cagpe mastakos mae by parcot whose egotitn iy rabtly 
uoguited and therefore toeially aceeprnble, we se ane of it wort 
ors in thor loving wsla who wacrifice and rere away tle een 
that their children roay have at last their own lost opportnitic. 
Parental uacrifice ar tong been coondered toble and loty, ox 
tolled by mnutery aed prated ea Mother Dey. Ii ia its danger- 
form a dmtorted and eaioeahited developeseat nd 
























‘The ume sentimentaliam develops somewhat difereoty but quite 
tu barmafully in the paceat who looks back with exceae: feeling on 
tha jor of his owa childhood aad eays, "Wee young only ence, Lat 
the precious hile deara eajey their childhood to the utmost while 
‘hey muy! For whea they grow op, lft will be berdI" Or agaio, f¢ 
say Toad parent to let thar inate love of the chuldree blind thea 
fa All their fant and beaumb healthy pareatel resitence ta chil 
dees tesarre demand T bam sc ats who indy pape 
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4 terrible price for ber (oly. For art week ber woo killed another 
boy. And largely became he had bees tuned to believe tht watever 
he wanted wer raghtbence whoever opponcd him did wrong. 

‘Overanzicty sod too mach tention lead to sich abvisuy Rapid 
tio a the coddling and wortuppiog of plement but orditay ile 
‘mori. Tha prolecg iateabluem. Parent baby and manage, Eicect 
tod rexcict and cootawe to uve te vame methods 12 dealing with 
their ofpriog at they grow older which were moderately muceca‘ul 
sm carber yearn Unable to readjen 10 changing and sherefore 3a 
tomforable condition, these parca raily ty 1 dam 3 Sowing 
‘orreo.Liks bad engineer, they ploy Bavoc with force whuch (hy 
te incompetent to contro. 

‘All th overatestog, however, the worse Decne of the 1 
sorance buck of Za apie of Ge extrordinnry progr of modern 
‘paretal education, x commutce of the White House Conference of 
Child Health and’ Frowecnce at found chet “Halt the parents of 
‘young chldzen donot rad nay books oa child care nd thee-fourtht 
o aot read spore than two Books witis a year ™ They ae ike Ml- 
dred Jone, who today w reiing her reall boy and pel wth the 
Deoaoss combrastian of over-aienes and segmficen: igroraoce, 
"A mathe alway udermanda her own children eter than anyone 
ete eer ea ey theo Tee 30 emt i edi aout eh 
People’s children.” Conequenty, she Gvevearald w a chrooie 
‘whiuer and weepet, badly sounshed, horribly spoled, and aways 
tuted and irtable. The yoonger never esp hroogt right, haan 
Jeaened tht «wail en Boar brags prompt abd pleatntateio, 
Jullaby, «tory, of wothvone dairy whch upeet ie slomach bat 
server temporary balm 

‘Other doctors have more to ey. Dr. Joveph Brenneman, fr ex- 
szmpl, anponncra tht "tw « meter of corisea knowledge ames) 
practcong pediatricias that of §0% or more of all children ber 
and the age of infancy, who ace bronght it for conultation, the 

3 coxaplast tat they wil ac ext” And De. Lippi, 

ov that “Wide all one weaphiog and meanuring wad 
ious rater arto when, where, what and how exuch t fod cldrea, 
vre have succeeded in doug jst ane Gang; we bave taken thes 4p: 
Petes oe 

‘Modern parents who de read are threes with» lebyrith of 
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CHAOS 
seieatisc theories und dogzaan ie which they mast pick their way al- 
‘matt artatracily. 

‘We have na record of what happesed to Cotton Mathers duvghter 
Kag, thanks to the dolocous atmosphere of cogetrton and prayerful 
theory in which she grew up. But whea Kety wat four, Cotta re- 
‘pora that be “took my ide daughter Katy... inlo my wady and 
there told my child ehet 1 am 10 dy shortly and she mus, hea T 
am dead, remember everything I oow mid esto her T sett before her 

pnfull coadines of her aature aed charged het to pray an veccet 
{ces every day, That God for the rake of Jesus Chistt would give 
er a aew heart... T gave her to aderstend chat whea Tan 
‘kes from her abe mat look to mect with more humbling afhetoat 
‘Han ae does now ae has s teder father to provide for ber." (But 
at waa thie years before Cottam departed tha exrth and ceased pro- 

















deep not 10 religon but in child prychology, fall 
into equully lodicrous hubris, Everybody knows at east onc mother 
‘who m terrified lem her hife's joy develop an “snfervorsty comple 
or be loved ot ns “Ondipos comple,” thon maisog he 
tine burden of hid easing and bod peychology cen 
the bea of intention. 

‘But, ete forge that hee pages are botanical eeport 
of «fee parental opis for our Short lotrodocan et us (18 
tow fo te other extreme Bete we end th rit prelude Here we 
teeth para of parent who forever tet thes chess ahah 
live thragh othag ene bet phe wegle. 

"These are the chile who are treated by the hundreds in yove- 
nile papediati cites A wel-taowa New York cren's doctrre- 
Cesdy olde that thy pez cen af the crea Between two ad 
{hx yeu of age bought ito te better chaldes acs in New 
York had prthve dtorbancs rong fra contacts wth ther 
sworhlen mothers. Tey were qicky coed, heal, by being tke 
Tieay fro ther pares Totereted vo tha teadjenment bees 
tothe wd children, he envereged father Checking on every 
‘hildcoie a Mashatan, be found thet ko cdenbatwnta eight 
SEonihe und thre yeas wi bed beta tes sry fron fest etry 
nd placed wader the care of eampetent porea cver developed Sy 
Scrveur mmptoms. Aron the children who wee Bervouly pect 
sn dnote de wate pn crncn bes ert 














USTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
of time the mother apeat ith che child and the seriouinesa of she 
turbance. After Jong study of the whole problem, thu doctoc hat 
‘come to the conclunoa shat ciennBcally correct supereuson of very 
‘young chuldrea x ester by far than the ubualrype of esateoal ca 

Goch competcatbeip, fram mores, goverzescy, wod the bk, iy all 
too dificul to revare. And the combination of parental veglect and 
‘Mupid supervision of hired employees ieads to crimunel wegligesce, 
fapecialy 12 families who can dev afford competent help. 

treat are often too mach sbmarbed sn society and Wall 
Sereet te pve thought ta their children. They hice aurser whom they 
believe to be competent, though a later check-up reveal rregedy. 
‘Herr, for jatance, 14 oarse wise has “t late tick" whch wll let 
‘her escape from her umallchacge prompt and sharp on the det of 
pm Not paregoric, sometimes wsed by ampstient nurses 10 0} 
‘theisLitle dachngs “A device simpler by far—the nurse wemply foros 
ge he gu borer i the che room, they on get drowty and 

fall aleep 

‘A lathiosabie child specialist io New York says that he han tested 
smny hte ehudeen for partal syphysraton. He adda, “That's an old 
trick among nines The pareats wact to be fooled. They want t0 
thank al is well, even whee they know all snot well, They coomace 
theemelves that, because thee chaldzen bave all that money can Duy, 
they aze therefore the mort focwunare of youngsters” 

‘The devilsh combination of stupid parents and stupid nurses h 
ruined the life of meny a elplew chuld. A dullowitted nurse deopped 
her charge, and, fearing ditmomal, kept went. The child grew up & 
Tmunchback Another Jet « child rwallow a button hook. Afraid to 
‘all the mother or « doctor, she tred to pull xt out henelf, thereby 
Famoving 2 pact of the child's dhrost. Another was ttetid ta report 
thatthe baby had reruilowed « ufety pin. The child died. 

Furhionable private schools ave cane afer case of thew abandoned 
childrea, Here is « child in a New York gic’ school, at which abe 
‘war a day pupil. Hr teacher gave the child x report card to take 
home fer bee mother to tige Theee days paued The teacher aaked 
thoct the card, wad why it hada’ been eterned. "Wel, you te,” 

‘the wnall mim oaivels, “I've wied and tried to find Mochor for 
three days now. Bat I don't know where abe it, And nobody else 
fey, eer. a woe Toe her, bing te card bac” At te 












































cas, 
tad of the Bith day, the report wes cetercd, duly signed, and the 
thild beamed Decnone at lar sie had tezz ber tothes. 

Little Mary Rverard somecanca goes ta the cheaue with bet fe 
vorite private school teacher. At the end of a zeceat pla, abe begged 
the texcher ro come home with ber. "Tm alwayt so seared 1 be 
hoor ut night. There's sever anyose there bo the sereant” she ex- 
Blhiaod At oce o'clock the bonge was ail deserted. At two, Mary's 
teacher decided tm go Mary tld her the next moraing that ber 
young vives, fitece, came mm at three that morning, med that ber 
mother and father got m trocad four "I was to wared 10 go © 
bed before they exe; and I goem I was prety glad to wee them, 
‘Buy they often sty oat late lke that 

Teasiler, now fourtots a popil at the ame vebool. The other 
1 talking with one of her teacher, she commented cenually, "W 
T got in early ler eoght” "Early--orhat time?” “Ob—two o'clock, 
met Modher comung is, and she ated me what I wns doing in 16 
early." "Do you cull two o'clock veriy? What time do you wauslly 
fet In?" "Oh, around three or foar-—sever before.” This, mund 00, 
at the tender age of fourtectt 

‘lelea m the child of wall-tode pareots who dumped hee an 
expennive boarding school in September, tehag the Dead-mistrms 
‘that they wanted £9 leave ber there for the wile year. The chilé 
hho place to go a vacation tint and from September 10 the fol 
owing May beard aot w single word from anyone related to hec. 
Finally came tmz for the school wo clove. The bead-comteat cabled 
Helen's mother to came to collet her ofspring With great rao- 
tance, the tady eame, azd anssred the schoot powers thet she wat 
sreety por out because they wenld not be oookiderste enough ta 
Keep Heten for st least another mouth. 

‘Unfortunatly, pareatal negloct i not confined to the welltoda, 
‘Army reports bring much evidence wo the cootrary. The Briih 
Natiooal Service Board, for exampie, sn churge of the physical 
xamistions of the British army, fonn’ thatthe low wandards of 
health and phyrique amoeg those examined was due, not chiely to 
portty oF © working conditions, 3 might be expeced, but rather 
fobad trang and geacral neglect of physical defects, 
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‘There. no grester tragedy to Amevice today than that pitiful 
amny of boy boboes aed trampy jurente unelied laborer, who 
ft aiolealy from town to tows because theres na place for thems 
thome. Revest nodes reveal the fact thet man of theve bay iviag 
from hand to mouth at day labor, or a4 harvest hanés, or ordimary 
human driftwood, are the sont of farmers who often enough have 
even theie youngest from home at the peut of « gun T chal gever 
forget the weary sragaling parade of these boys without hope whom 
Tatw mm the dark winter of 1930 ae I drove from New York 10 the 
Paesfe Coau. Chilled to the bose, warving and gauss, they trudged 
ftom tows to tows s2 a fottle wazch for work. Dootned to defeat 
from earlien youth, they struggle drrkly cootased 1a « world which 
holds for them no place. Usually the unvwatred youngest xs faraes 
trendy to large, born in poverty and ranted ik want, Deve son8 of the 
stupid pois the dull Borde of Cyclops. 

Especially 1m Amenca, where life u mott closely bait atocad 
‘money anc prof, it of vita smporcance that children be progret: 
tively emancipated from childab attirades toward money. Yet 
fa ceosomic fuer where thi emancipibas 4 more important 
‘adult Tife shan any other wtgle facto, children grow up othe 
vt and mote helplet ugnocacce of the wee tad valve of money. Small 
‘wonder that America st» sation of rocker investore and specsletors 
‘wheo its whole educational sytem completely agoores the actd for 
early sotelligeat tramiag 12 permcal fiance. Amenciss are the 
sworl’s greatest (gola whaa 1 comes to doling ont money to children. 
‘Ware Io report eaace of folly which 1 have aces, that book would 
be filed from cover to cover wth eothing alse. There are five vane- 
‘tet, four of which are comrcon and ane rather rare 

"The fist 16 the social exhibsonstt, dhe pareat rained with an er: 
‘agperated vcval veave If «father, he feel wpeasy, of even downright 
riminal, if he does not wmitate hit beeoess and neighborbood asso- 

ites even 20 the things he allows hu children to boy. Hin mune 
“keeping up wth the Jonses™ He has a feeble personality und fcare 
the herd ara yellow dog fears hue master. Does Jones, whe 4 moch 
‘cher than he, gre hue son The ex exght-cylinder car for it bicth- 
ay? Then litle Micky must have atleast a four-cylinder ronabout 
10, to that he wal fel that be moving in Thea anctal circles 

‘Almont ts numerou, bot nos quite 40 obmazions isthe doting ptreat 
ies mt tia, “Wille sighe” Will wa art anybody 


















































cHAOS 
a has a car” “Willie's wma; he can spead money a8 well o9 
an.” And won, ad acanten. 

"Next comes the artal dodger, te pareat who, being echerseapid 

be weak willed, evades reaponnialty by givieg x 0 all ha cule 
‘dren's requeats for money. As few adult crer buve stroog wills ot 
‘ery hugh iotelligeace, the army of arfol dodo pazeam mst be 
huge. 

"Fourth comes the egotint wha, when imporcosed for money, 147, 
“Mother knows Seat Pl buy you anew dre exact. Tl puck out 
nice sled; I know leds better than you dot Tell me every week what 
yoo think you ought to ave, x2d Tl decide.” Parent of thir type 

co itde rela who may grow up in cory igvorauce of the Hr 
ple mutters of mney ved Dunne. T keow 4 menize women whose 
{ite vn today lazgety memed up winply becaore ner mother, while 
spending maney levshly os her, almost aever allowed the child 10 
‘ead henelf. Aseae of inferonty i developed sa vom children by 
uch treatment Te other the rtut i age and rebellion aod ticker. 

Rares of al among oor we-todo claney it the old-fasiosed 
‘nghtwad, the patent who begredges every ceat given to child 
‘no matter for what porpowe. Among the poor thi occur: through 
nceanity and extmet be ope to reprosch io broed terms ‘The evils of 
the prachce are too palpable to require coonmest. It breeds thieves 
and thogs In Utopia perent of thin wap will ve hi eabre prop= 

ry takes aay and pot in trum, 08 the yrousd of mestal racoape- 

‘The mupidiues of American parcot are, ia the fast analy, the 
vwore hopelem beeause their culture i barres of « rocial of ecaooan 
-hilowphy. For this, 0 ooe m to Slame simply because « v-caled 
‘vilizanon roshes Tike» torrent pellell set chaot, Wh are wite 
sd what unrne aiaae ad purpots in eaiing children? The answer 
in contoved. Ta whet ind of world wall those now young fini the=- 
selves a geteration hence? No one koow. Pity the pareat who mast 
bear and rave culdres for 4 life neadily mare bowilderiag, comgles, 
cemafounded, chaotic. 

‘What hope of a leegee progres can akine Ubrongh all shit mark? 
‘Asc parent, through their ovechedowing rapide, toraing ch 
tation into catestrophe? The qersbon 3 oe bynerical Te ban x sober 
free on eda mc isda her wih lune 

fe 















































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
a the induance which the parent-child relanos exeru upoa all sei 


‘Ag ean rebuilds his wotld, be ast remnedel Dumself 1 fit it This 
{in the irony of progren. In theory—or, if you prefer, ia vague atic 
ppetion of the event—it woold appeat whally porule to make the 
‘avizousient conform ro unan srishes and tastes wiehout changing 
any of the larer. And, 1a 0 mpecial sense thu appears correct, But 
‘ap payt x price for hia bargaio with axture; and the price includes 
{inmmmerabie amendmeat to all previces ways of life. He nmett give 
Up certain favorite foods, pechape; he anartregulate a deep anew; 

‘he heating syutenin fas howe. Somewhere, threaded 
of reform, dhere rung rand of ‘th, belief, moral 
sete, nd ete yume. hn tn oer change—and ere’ 
he ral 

very enablahed belict and practice eventually sunt be put 
‘rough tins cracking proce; some elements will be talvaged and 
placed in 4 totally new sectng, while ocher elements will be towed 

te the trash bea. The dogmas of medical erthodony must be thut 
fundled no les vigorously thas the espersutigas of Remanvia and 
Chraman Science. Democracy and chiroprache alike ait be grout 
between upper and aether mil ove. Nothing is vcred, 

‘Now, the it che balkies:ebitacle 0 happy progress. De yoo not 
ssa why and haw? To chaage the course of «river ox the design of # 
‘molacale in exci.ng. To mike umoother highways atd warmer homes 
alargee man's ego oo less thas hit comfort and 
bea w comes to chasyaag the wtream bed of hu own peraoaality 
Iharmoay with all aew ducoveres and controls of bs environment, he 
‘ities he turns his back, be fights deaperately to preserve the old, 
old equilibrium of spint. Nowhere w this egoeestnc balance mote 
‘compicuotut than io eminent ecient who, after notable achieve- 
smeott in theur axrrow apecialyy of physics or atronemy, calmly go 

and otter authoritative dogmas fa matters theological. 
Eddington, they construe their findings a1 supporting the religious 
views which dey, ax aber, learned from ignorant nurses, rectory, 
42d mumas, What exutes tuch extruord:sery stupiditie of lopiet 
‘Nothing more than the relative power of dominance; what contralt 

ction in ehildood, particularly im so far uit is pleantct, hav 
se over all later controls. But can you pernuade the pioat 
stent a SE conse beat ded ty 
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‘CHAOS 
Infintiinn, We mst never bope to convert much people. The od8t 
‘agaist ic wre millions to one. Te ego is xed in i bane balance of 
‘thought und actioa daring the fret orenry years ot fewer. 

‘Hore we have the roo: explanation of the fac, often soted by sta- 
deat of wocial change, thar fully hurty years mest elapue between 
the Inunchiag of » major cefarm in yoeial afaira and am widespread. 
nose You caaaot force na old ego into 4 new mould. Leaders all 
hhave rong egos. Hence at any given uate they lead the larger publ 











rn The hope afte wor toe the hones ofthe fet 

thd esinp or Up wi be opored to hn forage ast 

{ew years; perhaps be will be arated or x inde enlightened; Delf « 

lpeneration hence the sea may eprout somewhere, in greatly ici 
rove fers, And ote perpose of thit Short Istroductioa will hen 
ve beea realized. 











‘Throughout the country even aur best teachers are nfs 
‘eapped by the traditions aad dogma of group regulation, om the one 
hed, and by our eateural pes, on the ouber 

"Theoe trauda stand fordh here: the Ege a9 excamive socialization; 
the cond, the betta of the inferior ssallctual elena for what they 
regard a1 te echooling of the reperir man but whats really and- 
uated nd utelem “caleore; he third, the grouise bewilderment 
tauted by 100 rapid socal end ecosomic changes, dus frame of mind 
Seeding t> extremes of expecisocataTan in which the school sutbor 
ties “iry everything oace” and a0 overloed the curriculum 1 the 
Deeshng pot ofboth eacher ex pop. Ober myoran twodt 














HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘here are, T grant; but the stapidines we are sow stadying seem to 
emerge maaaly frou exe taro. 

‘The physical exvicoement caos some of the invenativitis, bat 
must of the Iter are the effect ofc euriour blend of aatural and arth. 
cal election in the mor: confosing, unwiable social settngo men has 
feet bleadered into So atericate are the combinations of foree, 
Inertia, and detige throughout our cultre, tht the crite of schooht 
and teachers who wes tobe objective has pretry roagh goung. He wll 
Protect his reputabec, re the end, ky cosceding that stu 
sre more co be puted tha cearared. 

In tenching, an elsewhere, the Job determines the wotker, Baoceat 
conmesealy whe, by nature and by taining, the worker fits the work. 
especially m our high schools, teachers ure maladjunted 















or rou appro 
‘onely Su te ob requirement ‘The prowpecoveiwyer spend two 
Years ats lw shoal and prepaced tera aio eter the at 
Jot the vechery rang 1 fit heer murepraation Te 
Somewhat asta bay whe whe so propre bull become 
tira pet were regard te ramos French reper verbo 
“Pech are trea by the sanders nad, eee of eh 
satiated tem of foal efveatioo, derived onthe medira 
tempo om and Love of slr: Ty ine the snus dem of 
ject mater wed method whch prepare them to teach English 
bs Aatiet Fliary—or Algebrs—or Borer. Pcie chao of 
Poymne depends on te degre fy hold onthe ctr tris 
Tithe try Eave tne secconfly sod Ge munery of oped 























from hugh school und sormal ichool ace osnally the emnizal soquire- 





create of ulary—if oot keeping « positon once obteined—in incre. 

ingly depeadent on graduate wock a a usiverity. 

‘At the end af such traimng, then, what work io the tetcher called 

conte do? Wel, he mst meet the demands made by parca epon the 
[4507 


Board of Education, and hence upon school muperintendeam and 
Prlocipals And what do pares mani? For bore—uining for Job. 
For girs social tu.mmng above all, and Job tussng if necemary, We 
‘ed herly conmider the amai! group of parcors who with college 
Preperation for theit childzea Yet such preperation mast wil Be 
Iighly fermaluec, end thezefore contantly conficting with the rster- 
‘at and demands of girls end boys whe bave no intention of going 
‘beyoad high school. 

‘American taxpayer o2 the whole, want their boy % be tssned 10 
thar ghey can wtep directly from school into pay 
armies, she isa neceniry. They want therr daogh 
frat ofall, Boys and grrle mute make favorable boial contactn Gir 
mont meet the beve youth within reach Boy must know the ews" 
‘ap-and-coming basen mex. They, too, must hobacb with the youth 
of the more prosperous clam Not ont parent in « thounund tas the 
untet interest 1a mich remote attainments a8 coltare or learning oF 

mee The burden of matieg « tineg proves tht, if eoting 
‘The smaitewt group of taxpayers, more prosperous thas the rest, 
i worth college jun as the larger cuddle claw worhipe high 
tchool #3 the opening into facer Selds of tricsdahups and bunness, 
‘As high sehoot diplomas adzt to college, the som and daughtee of 
patente who are not rich sasugh to apport them in the expennve 
Pfivate preparatory schools troop off w@ high schook 

‘othe hugh schoo! has become the civie center for the riting gear 
ration of job huatery, husband huamters, and society attvert. Every 
taxpayer expects hu chuldren to enjoy the practical benefits of the 
anstutation for which he has shared a large part of the bill. He feels 
that he han right to ionat that haa Johar be drilled aa an elect 
ata, ao that he crm go to work for the Power Company later; and 
‘that'bus Asabelin improve her social charm and table chatter, her 
drew and her contact that the zy make gome worthy tan ¢ worthy 
one. 

‘The high tchool—she taxpayer's property_—arex become more and 
more 2 comitunation of wacishop, dance hall, beasty patlor and 
‘matrimona) agency. The teacher, however traioed in another tradi= 
lon, gall belicee chet che high school ip ax educational worntate 
‘here knowledge of subject daem inmportant but alien to Ameri= 
cab Me mot eased renoy te beige aid wing 




































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
learners They think that he ssiog generation ought to mattcr what 
lig modiceal axceatar Iaroed—aa the way of forcign languages bit 
‘tory, Etseature, English componticn, snd the lke. As fur us they are 
able, they fight for this coleara! wod murtaken ideal, They create a 
‘reedmill of imelect which has no place in the American acese. 

‘There it, of course, sot the sLgstet remen why an my 
‘hove parpose ise old youths eo ge jobs and saldt to move ia the 
D eizcles should mainesin the outmoded cultaral standards 
‘concerned with the improvement of the citizen, 
morals You might as well demand chat an aquartuat 




















Rinming and 
setup dhe tame rules of admintiea at thove of the Usion League Club, 
‘New Yoth. But being unable or unwilling to observe the ahuft of 
‘motive aad aim, we pernst in teaching the old subjects, giving exumn- 
‘nations and grading students after the canner of 42 edveational 





ineneaon. 

Simple boy: wad girl by the millions are forced into the tread- 
mill, and there spend years ix improving their minds, They must 

nero the names and dates and places of thingy and persons most af 
swhich areas focoemucatial they are mltedinoos, They 2 
Tour algebra which they never er Thy emo ready analy, en 
(tidcine sores of vo-clll camica which water them oor nthe 
Sghter. They mem site cwesy, be ceemiood end guise, 40d 
Shand in sport by the dosee for tacher to grade 

Against all this elaborate formalism, the mudeots arc in constant 
rbellion, Uniotereted in sbjecm which relate oot at all to tht 
Ivo the loarore cet and bel a the tons foreed on them 
"Teacher therefor, are i coovant bate, year ited year oat, to 











they are howe io the second. 

Pupils are pat trough theit pacts by steric of teaches who 
‘rear them ike mere minds, qot like pecwuct. They are jodged ee 
Aicely by grades, by atention ia clamroeen, by speed ia memorizing 
‘Theiz Joya their socrows, thet secret saprrations, their diffcalucs 
‘with father or mother, their einster fondness for fiiag on rainy 
days, and all othee complications of seal Ife ey mumt check at the 
contr door at they eater school. Avd the scault het beea told many 
1 time by aredimts of mseatal hygiene. The learners develop « hatred 
fewer ool wd Raw 





Eves stemg, healthy teachers are soos exhauited by this endime 
war. Itt the more imidious sad demoralizing became shrouded in 
the poison gus of well-mannered belligescece There iv 20 open was 
face: Bundles are conduced oo both ees by easgy and alc, by 
hale cxmpeign without fre Sighting. 
‘The mor elective ofall xadent wenpons 
ace, Bermerd Brodie, « Philadeiphin schol 
alle upon all of his teachers to el han wy pupil failed. Futy- 
the filed because of ack of fort and imatentlon; Sfy-tour be 
fame of abucace, some of which, atlas, wan sorly abeer student 
‘ebellon; twenty duplayed “poor conduct,” and three were “azy.” 
OF ve weal 251 wadea, cersaly 1, ead possbly more filed 
because Of thir ndifereace or cated oot hovnliy to charoom. 
work. 
"The effect ofall vi onthe atdens we stall soon take up, But it 
{4 not teat ob weasing and exheetiog 21 iv 00 the texchen. 
smd and worn out by conte bickereg hd batangoing, freed 
nll and wearing meatal dnciplios, the tetchen’' harden from tht 
‘anew enough © make them prey to all kinds of nopudibes, 
Richards" hay made a amy of reared cil 
dren who have bees forced to repeat wok and gave evidence of 
retarded. She fousd, however, ‘het what teachers 
apusty” wun io many vse he eel of » protosad 
ledjuumest Brought et by « variety of factors For 
faample, «child who had made x bad begocing in echool wasn shy 
tod enbatraned ot bis future what hin teacher all hien stupid, 
‘hen he was intesd the victim of profesnd umduy. Another, ter: 
ing fram both a lnsgunge bandcap and lack of hom: endertanding, 
‘refered to recite whee called ox, as « rule. Op the rare ccanons 
‘when he da aaewer queqoou, be refuted have hema explained if 
he did pot uodersand, fied, asd wan decribed by hit tencer 
‘Mhged-headed and wupld" A third, coming wa oy from » evuatry 
techool, wit not only poorly prepared for work but badly adjuted at 
frome. Bmbarrtecd tod bombed at her docbe filers the child 
‘was cased to have 2 “Vimieed mcleck.” co be sulky aod obwnate, 


























MMISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
ren. Of thee, alt but one cexponded to resuedial treatment and were 
able tn jon eherr regular clams. 

‘Ta deseribung these musuaderunad children, Dr, Richards whtes: 


“Naturally she mental etunade of « child who hes been passed 
year or two without promotion 

‘Some of shee children were ctlowaed 
‘boat echo! and tt home, 

‘Amati ta the spre of rvairy had gone, They were bored nae 
servers the ca roocy, ‘mild revolutont when 
Se teachers steaton win dese fore ee ‘Ouiers covered 
tip 4 rome of shame a! not beng promoted by vacious reactions 
SEobvind to Un beg high mt an serveur’ They were ot 









volunteering 4 remark and rerely anewenng & querer, wt 
Uy aemusing tnempelves 18 a way fo excape Eontact wil 


vionmest much at three of 
Shegronp ad te pera ns ofa 


Widual members were ¥0 
narra Oa meee wentaes expeblew uy bow 
uch of the chid'y behavior war due fo tenperameztal 1 


rst defen mochaniat developed 0 meet 

















‘Add to tbe exieostiog from such chaoe the fatigue which derives 
from the sheer elerveal labor of handling the thoutsoda of grades, 
‘quiases, report, and elaborate records requized by antique and for: 
rmalibe educatoa, and you have 2 rong’ pictre of the awful ob- 
Atacles apanst which teachers must bacie day after day. 

ameshed i the labor of heavy admontreure work, netetary 
iueiplne, adupting instruction to ft the neperior aed the dull child 
atoace, corsecting aod grading papers, steading teachers’ meeting, 
sand all the ret of the eodles routioe coquired cf mowt teacher, i 
lume wonder that many develop irscnatv feguards apuost 
complete breakdown. Unfatr eis often misjodige these teachers at 
incompeteam. Trae, the effects oo children of wore-cut instructors 
fe quite a8 terices, yet the crue of poor teaching u often aot 
smock inability a8 complete cheatin. 

Tn an article in the Sarvey, Dr. Beraard Glonck thes commeored 
on thin ituaon: 
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mee 
asic peme years 
Buk become te largely umpercedl ss cure’ the anceder over 
nee See eras 
be Be ie mpeg cee, anne oe 
ae Fe a ie os rere 
Soe Seer temas Serene 
etapa ence ca rie ee an 
He Ries Sees Regains ot 
isle seceneg aik  eepteraly sone tome 
Sekine menor ces 
Seiya amatuer geyeme Tas ote 
Seance vier ve 
Peta ot Arcs prev ol dnedce 
hei veenad ra nanaumer ob 
Sr Sere iia ed 
Ee sale Ss ee es 
anger onpabatpeeele peprnpeioee 
Dees aie Tensor aan ane ee 
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intellygeace. 
‘Here are the cluef tpalations which we meke for cor texchert 
‘Reval them-—in all theic glory: 
1. Prohibitions against much recreations as card playing ant 
dancing. 


2, Pouuive requirements of character, including church attendance 





1. Provcrption of raarriage or other occupitions which might 
interfere with school week. 
4, Atemptate protect the integnty of the teaching profesion. (In 
fall laws that no teacher may ative as agent fo 4 
ply hawee, and law regarding the employment of 
teltives of Board members ) 
5. Aremptt to secure increned community services from the 
‘teacher by requiring that the live io the 
cover meck-ends, or teach 2 Sunday-school clam. 
Tena Oo Pace” ete Mi a, 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY. 
6 Demand of logalty to the nation-growing out of the feeling 
engendered by the late war, 
7, Roles agaiaur giving oc receiving gift. (A protection which 
‘mom cates u welcome to the teats.) 





‘Teachers aru be compliant aad docile, yielding ro supervision 
and regolation often nupid end irrelevant. The employees of mrupld 
‘Accecican taxpayers, they awa accept silly Codes and lod{crous rules 
‘of pervoaal conduct, xs well an the bretking burdens of thelr Jobs. 

‘At Teast some of these factors lead to serious perennal malegjust- 
aeata, Ita by ao mean clear to what extent these are reoponsible fot 
‘our troubles ia education 

‘Such stadsea as have been made are not comprehensive eapugh 19 

arrant general sonclosins. A rocent iaquiry foto the serious mal- 
‘djunmmeets of more thao 700 ceachers, mde uader the direction of 
‘De, Charles Beasoa, of New York Univertty,u soggeative.® 

‘There war one predominating factor in these exsea. It was Cound 
that the teachers had tiagnlarly few intecetm, and these primacy 
pumive, They were chicfy untereted in reading, study, and religso0, 
Sid simott aot ata a sport, dancaeg, mune, travel and the Uetre, 
‘Whether these earraw interest are the outcome of personality traits 
by mature onesided, or whether the teachiog profenon, wath { 
haunting demands, elt the teachers to wora out t purme normal 
and healthy liver in what htde lesure oese they had st a puxzle, 
Probably both cond:noss existe sm thee eater Te pity of wi Uh, 
‘whe we teach teachers fo teach, we leave them litle opportuasty 
tive, 

‘Now what hay all thut door to the schools? The facts cannot be 
prated. Iodigusst taxpayees would deay at white beat the ravela- 
‘ous which any thoughtful teacher could recl off by the hondeod. 
Furious parents would clamor forthe renyaation of « superintendent 
of schools brave exongh m tll of cher sboddy and unfair eandards, 
Go the trsth, to teachers and aythonina ondieary commonplaces, yee 
om leaks ott. 

“arge hugh school directed by 4 pleasant, weak, and ex- 
ai prinerpal. He in cara u regulatd ty the politician 
‘superintendent of schools whoa hou, lot wed auto depeod ox 


te Mel Hane An 
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cHAOS 
Dolding his job Therefore he must please his employers—taxpayert 
snd pareats of apcited, badly trained children. The etandards of th 
high school are as low at they can be. A petting grada in 70, ba the 
smirk fo Geatbie, For iti w fixed rele thatthe percentage of fairey 
thal] be limited, cegardlete of merit Thus dallerde and dol get 
ver the line, 

‘The trouble roots ia the mongrel uature of the hugh schoo! courte 
Originally conceived at x preparation for callege, : 













focal intren. Nobody abjecs to any of thew thee 
Moroughbred. Bot whee they are cxaned prorsacanuty,® 
tftpring emerges wich w nite «pod yellow Gog or «sleaaeat 
eye 

‘Out of the preseat typical high schoo! chree distinct institutions 
‘ought tw be sifted Ose should be « preparatory school to which oaty 
‘howe would be sdzited who into te eater catlege The aundardt 
here mas be whbocrer the eolege 1. second oath toad be 
s seer of vocational high schoole which do aethng me train youth 
for the everyday tks o Tie aod all tht oedeicyruccet fo uch. 
Finally there shold bea commenity coral center howe fat io 
is toe and fnter the social if of ai who Gwe within fy phere 
at influeser ‘To ahold be vuraed overs the dance Dalia wd, 
auditoriums, batker ball courts, reaniog tracks, anc Picture flea, 
tex roms tod peng party nkoves tow povewed by Ge mongrel 
high choot. athe eateovan all the toc rte, cmos, tod 
tethmiqarsonght tobe tught aed well tog, nor foe the Jung, 
alone bt fr all mabcr of the tocal reap op to greadeothert. 
Hire the pore wonld be educated inte at texting clés 
here children would be tnght how to tolerate cir acon, Lae 
‘would oven be atte into cert dk eee of tex le G4i0g 
nce moold trip the ight fastaac from den Sl dutk, Cooking, 
‘naklog bed, woring babes, aid, chore w=, r= plants, 
te cate of furncen, the ar of pote sooveration sede courto= 
Af etqaene topetaer wit he Sttyacven vaca of bridge, book. 
{erie trowmord pesvin and whatever ober gamot ere do 
{ded by vogue wos peopesly be gre 

‘Each tak would be ree ‘more theroughly and with 





























HISTORT OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 





rd init clout ‘The eacher af sesepraphy would hee the 
‘ight and the power 10 pau only such vrudents 21 attain an offce 
‘worker's skill. ‘The iastructor ia hmotype operating need fear uo 
hority if be holde back every dull Jcaruer who cennot pound the 
keys an the beat compouing room mana. As for the collegiate pre- 
‘aratory school, st woold have Lite duficelty on maictaining tt re. 
‘Quized sundards; for the ablerstadeata would no longer be tempted 
ik and cheat a» the pooe jellySch have to do when fereed {0 
svously vauaited t their nesds and abilities. 
gh school ped intellecrae! honesty, fire ofall, and 
thea the mora) courage ta give the young what they need 1m the moat 
effecove manner. Today the wane and mental umbuggery of the 
high school system nichen the neous observer, who can scarcely be 
‘blamed for damning the public at large and ol ts pofticians 









Lawes 


‘The Corserttoac of Chaos is the lawyer. When, rome time after 
the year 2,000, detached and well saformed bustocan depict the 
‘uneteenth and twentieds centerien wa America, dhey will thow, a 
‘nobody today cao thor, how the ceater, the bear, the braiat, and 
the tpint af the woparilleled ervmumality of thate dark aget were 
members of the Amencan Bar. Whocver cells that story aught to 
dedicate his book to Jescs, who was the frat to tell che trth about 
lawyers (thereby becoming himself dexpueed and rejected of men). 

For at leett nother generatiea—atd maybe such loager—it will 
‘oe untate to fell mote than half the truth about the degenerate pro- 
eaion, Far vs power wnmesie and ever ready for evil Te literally 
uley Ammericn. He wes 4 clever observer who first remarked tht 
the Atnerican form of government in realty, a Soviet of Lewyers. 
(Check aver the mecaberahrps in all the matooal tate and ty lege 
lusive bodies, sf you want fall proof; the overwhelming majority 1, 
tnd always has been, 2 rabble of daysters, young advocatra am each 
‘of practice, criminal hired by corrpe interests, end—here and there, 
‘mith vast empey spacer berweea ther—a thin apcinklisg of honest 
sttorarye who have nothing bene ta do. 

[4st] 














cHAOs 
‘All there feliows beve been drilled io the mut pernicious and 





and poiat of view of an American lawyer. And. 
clligent and honorable 





anoraey. He will alto tail you (but not for pablication|) that, be. 
‘exutes0 uch time mart be devoted co Tenraing the highly organized. 
onaezae called Law that most lewyers Sever manage 20 feara any- 





roracy 18 New York City and later judge who, ix hu Gay, prob- 
bly tried more cats than any otber mes in the Usited Stare Com. 
‘menting oo 2 certain exte, Hall remarked that ooe lawyer io + 
hundred lows hua business Stickoey pondered | 

rere, in ful solannity: “That's 2 grow overctiaata.” Jodge 
‘bury, masy year late, sappored this opinion. He said to Hl 
“The ageorance of luwyert who come before me (be was then in 
the City Court) ir pitiabla®” To which Judge idded the 
teroble aduetment: “In cost of the caer I Ey, both the plintit 
tnd the deteadect would do better withoot any lewyer et all.” 

"Thi ignoraoce, I shall maletsia, is ecgely doe to excemive for- 
imabitc training; bot it alo derives in vome degree from a diffxe 
upidity which yeema often amocieted wich a2 interert in logle 
shoppieg, hairspliting, and werbowe Defuddlemeat. The law, io 

eave of reaitien 
toward Jurice, 
‘which i the aim of the law to defeat i may canes. Te in a ape 
form of baretucratie activi, which routilaes all xGuics. Whea 
hone it causes appalling injustice by slowing dows trials and ran 
snag up legal cons, if by no worse procedure. When dishonest, it 
cautes tom of the crime which gow plagues us. 

"Twreaty yeara ago 1 tan cacld hardly bave declared openly chat 
lawyers are the chief eause of ecime in oar cusery; but today even 
ininguished profenes like Jobs Barker Waite, of the Unreen 
‘of Michigan Law School, procinics the obvioos iruth abd cause 00 
stir whatoever, (For everybody inom it) Who makes the lews? 
Lawyers Who orguiizes the court? Lewyee. Who firs all prooc- 
































thar the trouble noday ia Jes wich our Lew, ay wach, chix with lewyert 
Ta) 


pastor’ OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
caerrentinetes haem they appoint OF ries Lr he 


Fide man Bas in cour, even wheo be indalge ia xo 
Srapoe hance, icy hare pl tt, evil 
F "prem aed cur own degenerate vavicty of that, aia 
Be Eas toon of cmt Plt pnd main Stead; end 
‘En'inesn che oe srovscy  pted again enothe. Who get the 
Derer sbyuer He who hare fate Pore, of courte. Ane who It 
ie beter dayuer? He who koma every mick of winning the cat 
{or a claiy not at an eam of am? 
But what have lawyers dove w semedy tht deplorable altestoo? 
Just thout at much a they have done by ey of moving che ee 
ap to the North Pols. They love 0 Seplere tela wher dinsee 
‘pecche Hare's yoo heard them do the? Bet often, i anemby, 
Xbele moral apo prevents eves ad pote, tim Decale of aeed 
0d Venner 
"Toa mouth ia Angan, 1927. The aetce worls i wll ia upcoar 
cover that execution. While radial roar airat the wicked cap 
talist, sober people oatuide of the lege! profemian agree that the 
awyers, Judges and legal syitem responsible for the seven-year delay 
ethis eae are « dugrace civilisation. Measmbile the America 
Bat Aviation olds ty ansual convention fa Cicag x ety 
imieniy aang Lawyer aod perverse achitety 
‘ot juvien And one oft fe thinga thn einect gathoring of farina 
fom by way at furherieg weal jatice fo America i op 
Somme, « frm, Kigh-mfoded rettution deprecaing the voue of 
ont dying” by eviktrs and inplcing che Federal Governaseat 
‘or samabody to nop all the soa-tnp Bight fo fa pace 
Rast jurtitia, fat coeture! 
we blame sleet lamers for making enters of Jodge, 28 
Linco, Choate aa€ al of tr Bigh lncage bave done? Hardly. 
‘You might a wel peak «led boy fr lansing x: 4 mands ia 
the Zoo. You sarely esl some of Linea tetoas tin Here it 
‘fury plea encounter witha moral oreo, as gaetuly cepored 
‘by the distinguished Joseph H. Choate. He was defending an Ameri- 
te diplomat int credit’ it again the vxtwnan. The oat 
looked dubloss. Chow pondered memect hen showed the prt: 
Sing jn telat nin wih el ach ced 






























su e large plas.” The Judge was impresed. Tho cave Was 
vad. Daly appealed, the pic of lew aude hy Chott ia the lower 








"lealitiog wines nein ordaary comcone wnt Soa 
‘years ago, the case of Calf vx San Inrurance Ofica wes beard 8 he 
King’ Beach. Ie came oat fa whe tual that che accused det walked 
into 4 shop withoot the ure of force and hid in the cellar thereat. 
Later he reached the office, bt he had 10 break dowa a door or two 
to do wt The thoy owner's intarance policy protected him agaist 
{oseibleextryof a preonaes. He woed for recess upan being roubed. 





But without svctem, for the court solemaly decided that berg, 
‘deed, wat no forcible entry “within the measiag of the policy.” 6 
‘the fuckleus party of the fiw part footed bis own bill. Whether or 
‘or be cancelled hit policy, depencat anyeth not. 

‘Techaical knowledge maker musy superior criminu and also 
aida theta to avord detection. Beet of all ig knowledge of the law 






ny of tice eallengpes have become Lewes for « 
Prrpone And an Z bave peedered tn it sera fo throw Hight 08 
the prevent state ofthe legal prolemicn Oxe dngrmded etoraey 
ted that weary ive out of every Iebdred mrsbon of the bet 

srere outed © be bend the bare This eats I cepard a pevih 
Dred. But doer any well sformed journal or meal worker OF 
orale jor dosbe for « omcot tat ute aad tterted 
‘rimuns art comeoea t quack ted malprectseacr ae 1 the 
Sovalle eesdal profeason’ T have sever tnt ose who herd 
Bch a dosbe 

“The Give mont bilan criminal inde I peronlly know ate lL 
Inmet of them t New York. Not one of hem ever ha been 
rarer wil be indicted. There i ot ated of evidence that cat 
fe Drought ageont ove of them They have bee vevalved in civ, 
twit wtboot end 433 have eocrly axenged eon. Mon of ese 
tia, m ther oppaceats knew fal wel, conedled dually in. 
evi crimiaal nem 

Do not semi Ghet fam letSng you ix ox any dexp sect, A 
hearecorbeart le wath alow any decent lawyer will es 
Soran can een betel ee It nt ah fo 

aa 




















‘ving nse tthe racace af ceuioology and to city room reporting 

‘Shady lewyers connive to Sgure ost fake a:b for guagrers (00 
soup 6 de their owe thinking, ASL watosses are brastalyelacte 
fram among the guszen's intcater Sometses they aft caught 
Unuatly the lawyers aze too clever to be detected in suboraisg pe 
Jory-~and frequent bcibes makz thir cass all the safer. Gangyters 
aad federal oftcils escape te law thanks to these nnd Kiodzed anal- 
edocons legal methods. 

"Thus with the eGerrive deadlock following the trish of Attroey 
General Drugherey, tccased of alleged “cons weeks and 
mood the eral dragged along, through conniving otd subtege 
{0 protect the leader of the “Oino gang” ‘Te Tegal techaicatin 
srere wo bemildensg to the cwelve jurore who were after all, a9 
fuper-mrn that their puzaled queencas to the judge revered their 
Yow confunas. Dung the tral, Daugherty was aot allowed to take 
th mae ned ren dame charg spent us, fo, ad 
I lawyer, crow-<xamunation mught revea) certo 

Th hen sad sow ie smbaled se hypocige ac 
Jury coold wot agree sorprned wont ition more th 
























‘That 
did the white-wadhing acquittal of the Obso gang leaders 

‘Does soe reader sill cling to bis fuvch in the Lew and lawyeca? 
‘Then fet him ponder thi case: the lew and its paranies found Ed- 
ward L. Doheny, the multmillionatze petsoleum pedéler, saacecat 
of having given a bribe Albert B. Pall; but thot exe leer wod vt. 





tasae paranter found Albert B. Fall guilty of having taken « bebe 
trom Rdward L. Doheay—aad sent card Fall to jl for a year. 

‘Yet for the fool coodinoa of American jutbex, che respanbulity 
an the long run isthe exnzen's. The wtupid American u to blame for 
thie chaos, ands the Jong us et osaal he pays rough the nove, 











chapter jp rapecttaliy dedicated to Su Tung-p'o, one of my 

inguhed predecemory in oor prevent Seld of research. St 
‘Tang-p'o wis born 12 1036 and died im 1101, berweco which dates 
bbe managed to have » as, om whowe bith the happy father indeed 
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ticiaan Ie appeas in one form amg oar sbaerged tases fo 
Another among our Lie busines fale se «third gune song et 
Intellectuals und profesional men, wo fourth i 
snd Goancud leadery and fa fh among the p 
No title caafuton has arises theaugh the cammaa failure @ 21 
‘oagonh thee typer aod lavele of fmeautiviy to the ale of gor. 
ternzent When we pas beyond the eremping couSaes ofthis abetchy 

eld ito the wade felts of the History of Homan Stupidity, we 
Tall cousder at Yengds each of the five opecien Now be Coes to 
tapos only afew grow Ceaare, 

Firm dhe comabon mas. I yoo have daly eatered che nai pou 
am out earlier dsscanoas of Range and Level and Lategraton, you 
Yell sandy perceive ne what a grett exes the wunulom polaeal 
‘upuditien ofthe rk, the enall farmer, aod the factory bend are 
Setermiacs bythe te of the cry: anon wheres they dwell nod 
by the economic aed sca) complesity ef corrent event and by the 
‘velocity of the later, Riveiy, qs apare from all pec ehooling 
Ind rac of sodividual abbey the ordcery sort an Denier 

‘auch Jom stoped toward Dasth fie then tthe German about 
German affsas The Germs, 12 eat, u leu stupid about home 
snare than the Rasen; aad tbe Raunaa w auch ee stopid sbost 
Rasen conditions than the American ever i regarding American 
snattett Inthe lot contrat nodes partoulatly dat Rusean af 
rn relatively eary for satire to perecive ued yadesitnd, nt ber 
tise they ate very siple, ex compared to American gad sony 
ecaute cy mines mock more vowiy den cur ows. The wren of 
speed ik Diading und deufesiog a the United Staten, Before any 
Tommce tan Gat daar to fara fully about « give problem, every” 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
thing lnm changed to thatthe problem so longer exit ini euler 
form Mon of his fort beve proved futile No wotder be gived 
‘p poles and taza tw ccouword pazals! 

Policy tke churity aod mean, begin at fume. Buc radica 
to the frontier of the hurua race. A sound Sight iat city af 
‘bu 10 be (guaded upes Informatica seemiagly rexore. Your local 
voter aay, ia theory, ave to know auch about the larger lawa of 
‘oaumicr whea called upen to decide « propesed bood ‘aur for 
ew sewer. He ought to be well potted co ew treads in Eutope 
beter paniog ox new lms governing wocklagae's wmezcat. To. 
day, in the United Siz, wo town cas leoach « program of hiway 
contrucdon iateligectiy withost lourwag touch sbout State 420 
‘Federal project Tua throoghoot the Dut of ere tates 

“Mont exace are vanly Deter managed tan che beat was half 
sanyo. The ey oi rrr ini we ny ed 
hun aay of chee eal fe bare, ix Crncinaad, 
the highest quality of massa admanerxtn inthe whole world; 
tind net a few rmales ete are improving vo fat tht they Wi 198 
be (a the Ohio paragea's cla. How, hea, doe it happen that every- 
dy holds his woke wha city oficials are hetioned? Aud why do 
decent men bar eayor x04 aldermen from thelr socal circles i 49 

ica? "The (arr ater voticate—we eantot rene 














Relative to their human probicow, certain clases of eves wallow 
pid. Worst of all ae the dicty conglomerates of fall 
‘which we, with aly pede cal ous great specropainan ceters: New 
York, Chicags, Philadeiphs, Bosin, aad the otbers Halt hoo: 
red races, 4 varieties of adveotrers, grater, gambler, 
ish, procirery, cur racaery booteggen, refogees, fupinves fet 
fue, dope adic, dope peddlers, egos 
Phin but Nover macosswhat ooald any onionry moa do mit rach 
& tour rabble, wm the way of keeping the street cleas, the polior 
hone, the ak sate low, sparements got, and sluau tafe? Only 2 
Denwvclentdeapor could manage rach «ste, ani hu would bave to 
‘egenby banging tevesd thousand elses at che wrt earners 
Neatly a evil asthe big vordoa of scam ere many mi 
sll owas; but their diticaltin are of wholy diereat xamp. A 
few rich families own everyting aad regazd the WoTkED a bmpo 
ray te de, be Sud we re hy wad re 























then to be scrapped. Only exccodingly stupid workers wauld eadare 
‘seh conditions at they mum put op with ia Peaneylvania mill towns 
or in Went Virginia coal mizing villages. The problem of manage 
meat, 0 be ware, ia hard; bat aot nearly wo bard a getting contre. 
‘Whereas the rank and Sle of citizens in dhe big citing wre far from 
api; in these Lewes centerashey are dull sndee; yo they will never 
tolve their owe muserica 

‘The typical amall town that is eat ruled by exe mull or ope mine 
co one eauroed, but lives o& « doven jedustriey all anal, ead bas & 
wed farming Aatrict atouad «i, I vectare to any, the bet of al, 
places oo earth wherein to grow up and lve, It w scldam governed 
Scupidiy, for i main problems ate oot beyoed the mental end phy 
feal poem of its people. There you God well adjusted mea wad 
‘womea "The wooucr Amertcang sbancion theit big cea Cir HEIRS 
towas, and their mmung wus, the beter for all eoacerned. 

‘But 10 learn even the rudimena of the able management of 2 
‘moderately snail town takes bane, even whe coe has the ready wit, 
Toteligent exizens would have to dsop golf, teams, motoring, sud 
‘bridge, m order to conquer every mejor sabject. To keep wp with 

from month 1o mocth, they woold have to set aude many an 
hour for eareful reading of vem-techmea) jonrzais, a» well as 168 
en of common world sew. Lx bret, ey would hive to werrender 
‘pechape half of their own personal jterems. This they never eve 
one and probably never wil do. At for the stupid populace, which 
lu the permanial mayocty, it could act learn oe-teath of good gav- 
roment, even if it wabed to. Ia wuest move would ever be to dele- 
ante the tak of city management ta expern. And bow about seta 
‘fats? How about istereasioes? T tear there querrs anewer ikeot- 
elvee. 

‘The bute truth is thet, in 10 far ax the muses of mankind are 
concerned {and it in of chem aloos that we gow apes), there isnot 
the temoter prospect thet they wall aver Sind tise, energy, and In> 
‘llecronl sensitivity required for the larger politien. And the troag 
cat hope of betterment, 40 far at 2et reals are coaccrard, ves (0 
Un in the dicection of x weakening of ceotral governneam cveey- 
‘where, but eapecally in the bloated bianderworka of wuch moat 
‘et at Ruste, the British Empire and the United States, Chiou 
‘woald gain by # break-op iota seven or eight geographical units; 
Inds probably mow be « appr place dinar iam 




















History OF HUMAK STUPIDITY 
ote wal asoon. Where duc, for ay 180, is not pobie 
‘eb, would wee thet 2p wide of cea Bowery 
dnd a transfer ofthe Inter to nates, eet, of counties wontd belp 
‘lage amveb OF ell thin, mare Inte. 

‘We pass by the sama} burusem man and hus polstical rt 
sm Armeicn Be email the sme sort of exentare a the carpenter 
Ad the brielayer,Ledeod, octasd of BaDd woken have a 
lind of opportiy, sappowediy procioted thavcivs £0 the 
feniuene af coroer grocery, eaeteahery, and garage overs. Hote 
they Bnd many snare wore ver Tem cred, reppicg and window 
dremung thas eve harancd the=: whea they belonged to th union, 
So they find wll ly tive and energy fo publi nur, Probably 
they repent ext otha moras ad hel Ble, he oti ul 
tsteligenteiuzeay- 

So we come tothe tellers od the pectenicoal groupe, which 
iment fer mote atencon than we can cow slit Ix America tete 
Inghly gifted people—oumbering pombly » scat mee adel 
348 a thee netra! soprdus he ete Galore that dena team 
4 profound sverion to mazing a wih profeondl palcoeaan It ae 
lang been our getel tradinon that bo penton of recent #00 

‘baada wits the Si nen of every duy gore 
up: He a geste wil fa leara ll oor gov- 
Samant tad to theanes, a8 well as Gamal Kir, fom bake 
‘He will nitend lectures on the subject 1m college a4 jore xm debates 
before selec audiences He may even write leer to the hewspapers 
‘moments of peppery chee er toot eandal. But at for Jomieg 
‘Tammany or he Repuieae oot ops! Yer gh! Aud ecu phew! 
“You might us well suk yon tolavte papain Rs bose ts et 
te fami. 

"The cries of thin haateursoecere ws, fo their emationlity 169 
wo tighly wu polsueal wupidy. Bo for wT cen dncover, mot 
ruse ave mune ote lator in ial; they devotee that, a oor ine 
{elects snd profeaoaal clase heve ara, they hove bees «Tete 
‘prprodec of the domvaast dora) aod Botan groups who rele 
‘he politician of both parcet. Bud the tread of the pit Sy rary, 
a you cunnot Cult soe that Big Money hat alway ought up 
Tig Beinn, Shar won abcewd and bad in not he dighten mse 
lewlmce. I doubt whether « naple corperaton praideat prior 
"9D rer tah teeing ae ly be fr a 


























lectus] powers and jnftence. He fired sch simply beeaoee they 
could deliver the goods So what happeccd? 

‘The old-eyle lawyer who showed brain waa retained by big cor- 
paranons, which demanded she bert The old-atpic engineer who 
‘thought more clearly and favizr shan his swale signed vp with bun 
ddred-autlon-dellarcoaceras, The skull wargeoa got the fazaiee of 
the wealthy as hut patents So did che ableat deze. Nor « slogle 
fofeton escaped thu natural tendency; even clergymen of excep: 
{onal oratory and preveace (of body as well 2 af mind) eve lang 
bbeea pleked by the mibeasire vestcymea of fashionable city 
churches, wbile the nmtaioce of poor litle Jeau hve been packed 
‘0 to Tibet and Bolivia for the wanowog of the heathea, Today vir- 
‘ually ail the Best Miods ia the profewions work for Big Money. 
‘Thas even with ous dcestunt, few of wha comnave reseutch along 
hace dictated purely by the persceal waterees. The laboratories of 
‘the oarporauoas have twallowed them whale. Evan Mr. Hoover, « 
deg rn aged acre een ve he peng oft 

and tried to rane a td t Seance bum back to Ife, 
"iho our able people bare Joyouly Bctae he poor relacvs of 
juocracy, they naturally share the arvrode of the later toward peli- 
nam, The mndustoet, of coure, deepsves the cheup skates whom 
hae hirer t lobby for fnzo. He would aoe adet to bie wots) cxche 
the congreuman, though be would sometimes grett x venetor and 
yea allow im to joma oe of hie clube. T shall never forget the look, 
‘of social nacyea which rwept over the face of » Wall Street mult- 
rmilloatire who had exgned op ase doller-<-year patriteer in 1917, 
1m order 19 keep on the made of afar, and who fonnd himell 
‘consigned to & desk next to that of « former repreazntative who fi 
‘often done bun budding at Albasy. Teat look summed op all thet I 
fm now trying to put into words. [u contempt, in dilste fore, raah 
‘hrongh the intellecrval-profesiona clases 

‘Nothiag thor: of revolution wall change deeply chu atitade te 
ward politea Our “Beat People® culuvgte policies! supudity a a 
fine art and every fresb revelstion of the Dustinew of politicians 
Mrengtheas the old coaterpt. This, wa tera, leaves the governing 
‘racket opea and free to the rucketeec, a ursal; and then in cura, 
Tevnain open tm the commacds of the plutocrats from the Narcotics 
Ring dowa to the Alumauz Geng, 80 we conse, ia cer bhthe skim 
sing, the for roy of rainy pid eel the 3000 or 
































SMSTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
-more dominant personalities ia Americas induntry, trade and nase, 
"Their fsenuitviry to matters touching the common weal i, inthe 
broad, sororions but teldom wanlyaed with such clarity; we feel it 
‘wil tax our redources when we approach it at short range. A few 
[vtral propoutons exc cary coco. All would agrez, T oppose, 
Alar the purmit of great wealé: leads to an facriabe macroming of 
sutlook and x hardeoiog ofthe mmper, If wot of the arterien Nine 
ut of ten very rich mea, apart fram ibe few who have inberited 
thew fortunes, are tess, saupicious, able to see nothing bur ae saan 
hace and wills do may thing for moar) which mould elt 
‘who are not willing to devote the best of Life wa dolut 
‘ltiog. The Mor of wnat srry peat fortes fal of th, 
‘apecally wa it beginnings Bat for Ue ibe Lown, what « book might 
tbe writen about the 1/000 larger 

‘These fellows with big forraset kaow litle or aodhung sbout 
world affairs, aboot ecooonme, of aboot the beat way of managing, 

‘and count. All they Know it how to ake $0% oF more mx 
movey; at they thiak about lite ela, why expect them to know 
anything ec? Taesr ygorunce flows fom their constiutiona! i 
‘ecantvity toward ull other buman valoea. Few of thea beve even the 
normal sebooliag, while many are mere half-literater There who 
‘pomem high school diploma, au does E. L. Dobtoy, are raze. Thott 
who have achieved aay thorough ttchaicel training w anything, a 
Ihave the da Poot, can be covet ce the Sogert of an el. When and 
if we ever fod sone to take a ecare of the cultora) types amon 
‘American plntocraty we abl, i= all probability, find fewer thes 
‘ne out of every hundred whe could ran up, after long preperation, 
the carceot problema facing the U. 8. Congres and the President 
‘with more then 10% accuracy. (I tay thit after heving Snterviewed 
thes pletocrat.) 

Now 1 word aboot the haplew politicians themuelves, Ta ceriein 
seapent T would defend them agent their highbrow ceca Tse, 
amg their partes aad cliguea and lobbies, we Sind pleaty of wt 
lute woundzels, procurer of prosperity und pimpr of progres 
‘Neverhelea the majacity of worker and Sewmakers wre shave the 
reproech of corruption; and, inspite of mach evideace to the cop: 
teary, thee intelligence, rletive te that of the vot 
or even relatice fo that of the flutecrats whe ci 
‘ay low. How expla their conduct thea? 
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Simaply enough! Their jobs have been too big for them. Too ach 
to be avn, heard, dba, thonghs throagh! Too many crucial de- 
‘isiom to be exude at top speed! The imma cquipmeat has bern 
‘elected, for the part half-million yearn primarily with an ee 0 
the mevival und voce of the individeal and the family. Not more 
than 15,000 years ave elapod nce small socetion wese fre made 
omible by the discovery of primstive agriculture. For te 450,000 
Yosrt ot more of humanity prior to the fret act of plakhng wed in 
‘repared coll end waiting for the harvest, all mem drifted about the 
farts tuctace is the Wake of wandering berds and expening fr 
etding on thete at they went. Taey were bamelem, Wiehe, and— 
Sn out modern veaso—lawleas. The vigor of bigh sital’ which 
shackle the village people even yet all ove the word had sor yet 
oveloped; far there were 20 permapeat izations 
no leivare, vo philowoghics, vo theologien Even the languages 
ove nomads were fickle and in Gar, s0ch generation boiling its 
‘wa vocabulary to a degree now utterly ixpoasble except among the 
fomad survivors ia. isolated regions. Ta ic wtzunge, Uhen, that our 
sensitivities inner at well 6 outer, fail to excompen the intictciy 
(of a world which iy at a couservativeexiemate, telly 1,000,000 tae 
mote complex than the world with mbich the carly Bgyptitas dealt 
“and probabiy !,000,00,000 times more complex thas the somed's? 

“These axe not poetical gues; they are mathematical you doubt 
them, take 2 ream of wrapping pepe, « box of peocil, and ft val- 
‘umm of the Cougreiional Record, nad itemize the fuca brought 
Up for connderation in the manugewsat af the United States. Mil 
OOF nding to my great-great grandchildren; and toy will chock 
‘them againnt my existe, 

‘Any ingividaa! who handled hit owa mooey afc at rupidly 
sour Govurnment and the ort of Wall Street hyve bees handling 
(he affair of Dalf« Billion people daring the part few years wotld 
be procoptly adjedged incompeteat by any coort. Bot it would be 8 
supa fallacy to infer tous this het al he individuals in he Toons 
ty Department, the Whit= Houre and Wall Breet re aiacompoope- 
‘Thoy bevearech ea we may regret Isis almost perfect defeae, 
wich few of them are iamelligeercoough rouse. They may cetort 1 
{Dt erties hat their tasks have exceeded bumen expacites 

{In the intersaticeal nntian, of cour we ace this at it wort, 
‘Why inane gua de he Arion wo tle aay 
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has been made worasd disarmament and world peace? Wy ist chat, 

1930, with in univrnal depresuon and spreading poverty, ati 
spent about $5,000,000,000 prepariog fer the next war, whote date 
already being freely predicted by many keen observers? The funda 
meatal explazation is that nobody hes yet esx able to work ant tbe 
‘nmple mathematics of propornoeste dterrmamest oa x basis which 
‘makes due allowence forall due factor 1m the human equation. Some 
Ihave tried the arithmetical method and failed; dius the lamented 
‘Washiogton Conterence with ite once famous, 50m di 

v0 far eaputal ships. Other, notably the French, ry 
landard, measuring the elements of war ia tetmt of their fu 
rather than thert number or magnitude; but the number of va 
‘which cooe to light whea oae thet to calculate each woke quickly 
utruas the absbty of the competer. Al 
1 doeas't prove) thet the problaz: mey be formally xcsolable 

‘Technical dvficulties like his one accunmstate eo the desk of every 
party leader and chief exteative. They reduce politcal leadetthsp 
{ty abwurduty. Lock at the White Houte during the past ity yeart 

Tf we fudge treet by dheic frais and mortals by ther deeds, we 
‘must pillory mott American prendects for these vavinesble 

¢ Andeew Jomo, most cructly muuedernood of executives, 
‘paned from the aceae, there seem to have bees only one prendent 
‘who has not dsaplayed at Teer one seriously bread and dark steak of 
at eau one afer acupidty; and that zoaa vt Grover Cleveland Far 
be ne trom me ro argue thet Cleveland was eadowed wth all the ate 



































portent sentitwsties; that woold heve made him « Super-Mat 
merely declare that he doce not appear to lave doeplaped « srapidity 





‘vented either ane from handling his job well, as it did in the tragic 
fateer of Wilton, whote other 1mcoye iogantivides aggravated it 
by synthesis. 

‘Bot what are the major mupidicies in « chief executive? "They are 
any deep, pertitent, and sncurable iorensitvigy to any axe of the fo5- 
lowing Selda of fact and principle: 

1. The Ametican temper, opinion, oatlook, and aupication. 

2 Wonl wii iting pli diplomacy, bosoen, and ye. 


cra0s 


phic cmon inoracng she weal tod wee of autos; 
3. The fac and principio af ecomamict, including the pheaom- 
ena of 





tBeroughly the Ingetecduome creat Wf cxly te avand acboaa! die 
tee industry, tude aod banking, 

‘Nom, the only porn I az interertc in making fos hs todo with 
the relatvty of wapid behavior. Tit may be summed ep io a word 
1 the modern world grows mers aad wore campler, all men 
{daioety mere and ware tapid wsoerd it; fr tar sensities do 
fet enlarge, brenden, and deepen apace with afin, Likewit, at 
‘hue afers aoe roe faster nd faster, the seusory responies of 
nen lag futher aed farther Behind the day and Kou Bo to deter 
‘active responses (which are a higher order of tensity). 

‘Ausecicaa presideam lag father bebind than est buniaet svn 
snd profenionale becave of the polibeal medium through which 
they ate elected and ix which they mor opersie Tey no accident, 
still ew » defect pecolise to democraci, tat ruler ate becoming 
eas and Let competent. Sience and gh echoes doe ll pokincal 
smastgement io decry. In 1975 the Urted Sats will ether Mave di 
Drased with the prendency at a geavize execenve pot, or it mal 
Ihave seduced she White House fo were shed othe back of cur Tot 

“The tread in isnasid by se Ewiadliogseoutvises ofthe major 

teal paris ward plihe opinion ang the mate of asim. The 
UDateiduae in tape partie safer onder the me handicap of rel. 
tive lg which curser all of wt; bet over and above tit, changes in 
the aechaninns of propaganda cbcuze the nocil and pola stu 
tioa as sever before. Here are, let ut say, t20 good tes ia earch 
of deceas, progremivepolieal platform: how can they et 
‘wlat the country aceds? By inguisy? Pechapm But how aze they 10 
<item Soin, euch from wish? Uniod States Senuort cane 
in then Eros nd he nies end ess fw 
































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘Committees cil oa them. But how sft the ixcoxtroverible from the 
specious? Flow decide whetber the conlercace is 20r 
frame-up? The tak of peesing through the murk ad, 
den to the Overloaded samen. 

“America has Jot the most precious amet of her earlier day, the is- 
regrity of the individual, rat as a man and ther as w cinzen, Thit 
‘was the English in Ber mabeup. Ze was large’y dentoyed by Ge 

i Was, though murdy vteancs and dhreds survived that coloutal 
beciity. We might, for the eake of sharpening out pot, indslge 
= poetic exaggeration and say that, if the sich Goverament 
vere exterminated tomorzom, life would go oa exactly a 
over Eagland; but if aur ows Federal Goveroment, 
Romeneague thanmungs and accemories, were mysterioutly detroyed 
‘ava night, the entre couatry wovld lephe 
looting, racketeering, and alaayhters in the open scree. 

Ta the face of this funtary, wil you disk me clean eruzy of T add 
her, jut because Americans have love all political see, they tean 
heavily an goverameat? Goveremeat is act politica, .Governtneat 
4 an ingicution which manages the afar of arate But police 
ian art which oaly persone may acquire, end they by dant of roach 
practice well firmed upoo social treads and a certew insight into 
‘human nature ‘The Engah possess thie art ro « degree far greater 
‘than any other people past or present; nad in thu specific wate they 
are the most highly civilized. By the wame token and gauged with 
the sare yardmick, we Americans wre mere ba 

Atghant aad the Poles, 
‘What hus caused this degeneration? Nething more, 2 my opinicn, 
‘than the ineseapable decay of matwal undermandng among people of 
‘hundred racial etocs, from fifty eating, and drxwe rom all lavein 
‘fom all rarities 









































America fram ope land, while pirates were slipping je from other 
places, At another tiene tame stolid Teatonie peasants sad fiery reve 
Iusionits. Ox dhe same ship, somewhat acer, there arrived cunning. 
pewabeokert and mnalL-time bankers, fit clan, while down in the 
theerage a herd of mxoract rounded xp by labor agencies wat making 
ready 0 crudge usbore and be fumigated. Esch large American city 
iF abt of tmge ed «Blan of eee. $6, you we, ene 
a 





cHAOS 
‘dy soaderands everbody cor che make oo eer under 
‘Ar bew, it ia hard to wadertand and get slong wns people, Homo. 
‘tre umall cooogh to permit the gromh of 
‘heir whole ares manage bert here: 
Deawark, Swedea, and Holland wrpam England and France in 
respect by ax much ax Kegiend end France wrpas gach sprawl 
polyglot jumbley s¢ Amerea 1d Rusia. From the hour our 
tubsormal watramen fusg ope the door to all comer, we were 
doorneds and not slane becaane of the particcla character of the iam 
‘migrant but, vall ore profouadly, because we brooght 
<ufleeat sort at odce. We should have razoed the country 
‘even if we had selected ealy the beat from Sify racial and oxtlonal 
Hoeks. By admuriog » few of the ex and magy of the wort, We 
fumed « nium It yall 2 open question whether the havoc ean ever 
for, nce human affein ge vet 2 ope direction, they cut 
deep like river. Things do wot work cheraieves ent 
‘beats epugmats aay; they work out thee awa 
‘uteres, whatever thee bappea to be, onder conditions at hand, 
‘whatever they may be. 

‘very thinking tu will agree with the oft repeated view thet the 
indifference and apsthy of oar wmdsarial ead bates clues toward 
politics imperd the nati. But how suaay who believe ths realize 
that dhe defect w rooted 19 a we-deyprend, tenacions vocial stupidity 



































‘pretended “apper clases.” All have been dalled by our mangreldess, 
‘AU ave bees vtupefied by the prademoniam of innumerable cult, 
‘sal, tongues, platforms, philowophies, and corabtics all being 
thuodered, tqueaked, wbrlled, ced iatoned at once. Ie were a1 etry 

be fachry vio mock no he clear opr 





"This incompetence 

sctutional sxprdey Sas relanong to other and, acocodly, the 

‘unique preponderance af low-grader (both is nomber wed in vocal 

influence) ia our society and politica We umst inapect both of these 

cormeptzn. Bat before we de ao, lee ut he fair and admit that space 

sad time fit maz geievouuly is all ia kumen ralaboos They maka 
[a] 


‘HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
smpid. To appreciate Gis, you mow take 4 useful view of man's 
ccavironment in which you see ita» a aphere Slled with concentric 
{olds of force ever moving outward wot lott ia some dum infiarty 
se longer human. The core of this waclike matt of energy 1 the €g6, 
‘is mare mam of dense, bot life inthe immediate moment 1o-moxstat 
Bld of home, eldres, trendy, eeighSorhood, and tows, Beyond 
thine the four dimensions ef space and toe; ose's masa and onr's 
future, together with the remoter zanen of couaty, mate, region, 24° 
tion, coutineat, hemisphere aed world. 

i's normal potsacal wespidity may be simply detectad and 

ange within this Geld. So far a» we c 


























beyood! nage of hocger, dum, vex, play, veep and 
exercise in wo far as these wpread over thesr immediate neighboshood 
ary, within a radius of « mule © two feom theye homer. Jo pert thas 

‘constautonal hmstation, im part elo tbe renuls of a seedy trea 
Jocal emul whove power comes only from their nearness. For the 
law of the mverse uae of the distace boldt an human nature (in 
‘ome modified form, to be tuce): the close the youre of arousal, the 
‘more it arounct ut. A monquita buzzing atousd your exp in the hot 
darkness of your bedroom bestirr you fat avore than eny printed news 
of tea millon Chinese engulfed ancther flood, somewhere west of 
Hankow. The sly glance cf « putuiog demee! exter youth moce 

thin soy meweogert crying war. 

eetuale axe proae to overlook ths elements) predomauace 
of the Here and New. thy are ati in hi joes of com 
‘0 fol 

“The Beet Minds of rweanieth-ceatery Amence devote themselves 
to matters far more important thaa Ttabta scenery, old cathedral, 
theology, and poetry. They ttody sewage and its dpoul, the coatrol 
of spphilu, methods of maineg factory worker moce comfortable, 
methods of ralning potstoes more cheaply. the sterilizing of imbecslen 
and peychopatha, and all uch tow necewities, For they know potatocs 
‘utcank Plato in practical eacsequencer, while birth costral over- 
shadows the Immaculate Cone=pica. 

‘As for commen people, tir inatinces a8 well ax dheirnavaral en 
tation of gensiavity bind them to the Here ued Now; and no emount 

rare} 























cuaos 
cof scolding or preachmest can change them. Whatever 6lls 4 ma's 
1ife As and, beyond that, nothing can be added. The mote vig- 
‘orous ueighbothaode are, the more completely they ote al the enet- 
fe of their membert. And the whole treed of modern Life x to e3- 
Fich and empower the atighbortood; ence wt ix reatousble expect 
41 0ew and Baer proviacalien to arae in which mea are bore, live, 
love, breed, and die almost extzely withia the hour's auto journey 
from heir troat yards As space is conquered, the wider polineal 
Mupidicy rut increase apace. Iu pattern will differ greety from the 
old villager’. Bet st 











Stvect and his indifference toward Exrope prove bis xoci-political 
api, Tro, By oe mee bm, conn, we rove ea 
Preag lal mops ph peo bniomge er 
Ennnsia, Croce, Dewey, Saocayana, end all othet leaders 10 thought 

jon. For noaz of these reepoeds delveately and e@cetively 10 
the affefs of the world at large. Never Led « bypeneomnve genic 
‘ho did chat. And whea ove ase, manksod will aot recogaize bi 
‘8 one af 1s owns ea and blood. 80, I theak, at frais t0 erties 
‘peaple for thi connie stupidity; av well belittle their vature Decwnde 
‘hey exanot reach out abd touch the sicon. Our research become 
‘profitable only = 40 far as it keeps widun the bounds of humanity 
itis So we refuse to take uenoutly the etnctures of stupid iatel- 
lectus 




















sana 


‘Throughout modern mullenma we Sind, in every yeer and in every 
ood and amoog every people four costinual formr of war. Finn, 
there in the private war, smenaoet called the feud, waged between 





bosas themaelvet ax they serve to gaia the upper band and the fat 
ay 






ast milleaniuan, she lazgeacale warfare of 
‘under the maak of w nation, is ag, and ws peteiocne. Thirdly, dere 
sa the vo calle spuritual war enrried ox by tees, colin, pacerdotalims, 
to pereecotions, witch burmingy inquid 

‘uons, torture yp muss, condscations, aatnnations, ponerungs, acd 
all forthe sabe of enablishing cee's own ayites of ritual 

Fioally, therein the genuine war of the mulitaiats, euperfically like 
‘wart but ax core quite different because the ruling 

fourth vanety in alwaye an imperial paransiae a pervert 

















hil ody dof thew ene foran ead wurron ove ity; 
‘here let me say saevely that the stupidity of people in the mast 
allowing themuelees te be shot to pieces and impoverished by war 
‘Aes coused material ond sporitaal tower which exceed by 6 
iedfeld or mare the peity brerfir flowing from the four kinds 
‘he stupidity of the swar leaders (iatluding 
ies) has been v0 colossal that they have drioea 
‘themaeluer and all theie Joalish a€herent) to death or to material 
‘ination. Not all the dincoocrita und soentions of mankind tinct 
the cle ofthe Plestocene age have bevefied the race ax extensively 
or as inteasively at the wer morons ond sear maniact hoor harmed 
the race. 

‘And thy mark you, is oaly one of x ucore of human erapidines! 

“Trae $560,000, 000,000 to 4600,000,000,000 ot goods, property, and 
lives deatroyed by the World Wer grestly exceed Ja all probability 
the cath value of all the important inveatons which man he yet 
‘turned to hut sooaust by the power of clear thinking and planning, 
‘And this makes no allcwaece for dhe immearorsble ‘owes to the 
‘white race caveed by the marderiag of rene of meillsous of enparior 
men end women and the geaeral degradation ofthe aurviving stock. 

‘Here are 2 few item ia that deadly bill. 

Between 191¢ and 1918, 65,000,000 mca io che prime of Ife were 
ut ina armies. Ia chove sume years, the cott of war in casb, lives, 
‘property loa, sod 40 00 amounted to thiry-three timer all the gold 
‘mouey in the world at thet nme. At the beginniog of the war, Ger- 
imany re abou «ton dela debe In 19 abe omed Site 

a6: 




















cHAOs 
Tllieos, Today se ia buskrapt. Greet Britain owed lew thas chez 
Fula ia 1914. Bhe came oot owing forty lions, while France 
‘dx bilfioa in debe before the aauphter, owed some farty-ix billion 
dela four year Inver. Ta cigbera contin, the United Sits i 
tread hee debe fom coe to teoty four bilioek 

‘By 192 ntret charges had accusalte wo hat che countees of 
[Europe bad ‘atevaal war debe of aboot $154000,000000 and exer- 
sal war debs of $24,261,000000, Tae Usited States wat then c4cry- 
ing Is owa wat debe of aaciy $20,000000000. The people of al 
vircing Couvrreaeoaised, theefore, were in dbx to the extest 
{31 $202,251, 000000 a » cea of x wa which wan, 
‘conomisenterpruc. Nobo, (rm dar Kune dows 0 we Wopidest 
‘eamt of Ruura, boogh 26 ecmomic goad with this mooey; and, 
to far wT cam acertass, nobody irsagined that be wot buyiag eae, 
[Fram tare fash, dhe we an potelexterpiae wich igaored 
‘and even repedited eccnome iatereus.Aod all te ecouorina who, 
{tthe outbreak ofthe war, noppoted that i Cour eoald be charted 
tu tera of we scstouiceacerprive ruined tit reputations by wak- 
tng comealy tad guetea about i dutution und pole eam Tey 
‘thought of i ava part ofthe money and proft economy. Bot it wat 

han are the rviogy of the iomnts ofan aru, Tt wah 
‘he exprewion of primitive herd curios, nothing eve. Tt was 8 SAO. 
‘wae Jn a truly 38 shove being waged oo the ereta of Chicago are 
“only bigger and beter. Evecybody fot Nobody wo. 

Had dhe lenders of the varicos axtoas been ruled by genuine 
cosamic swves, ere would have beet 20 war, of couse. For wat 
{sud bouaes afeayy except whes iw cath etweea lower cad 
Jgher cultures for the pomenioe of uadeveloped tecritsiay mk 
‘Mocs todry. 

‘Srody the direct, an well asthe indirect exaser of the was, You 
‘in, inthe asia, that it wa Bocegst on by inten craving foc vea- 
searce, ruch at Delcam’; by paranoid ambitions, sach an the 
Exscr; by regional plies, which tswally cut athwart the wrauine 
‘utiome (earn of de very regex which the polociay pret 
to represent and wapport; and bythe shecr blender of doddering old 
Daretscrat, mad prev, end talf-wit princes 

Study the records wel, ad you will ln fad thet oman in power 
wn 1914 rider anctcd or belcred tat helped bring 00 the wat 
for she be of pros. Far frm tl Breody frond deiet 



































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 


any vuch sordid motive! Kverybody wee moved by lofty motive, 
ceapecially patcioam. And sen, iT toe ai 
hhad been to make money; and if everybody 
tere would have been 80 war; and the wocld today would be Im: 
smcautably richer et well a happoer. The wort thing about that 
sataclyi, indeed, war that it was wot entered sats according to the 
rules und regslataaa of the moocy-and-praft rytem The ableat 
‘he Usited Statea oppowed 
infustely infantile And events confirmed their yudgrent 
fe canoot here ondertake an ensigns of all the other complex 
causes of war. Yet certaely it will endure util mankind avercoret 
ane of itu most deep-retted insenstintien. 
‘Military experts are not tly extrow 
they ure, ike the vest of 1, all too buman. Capi 
bel aware of their abortcouogs: 

















‘curlock and training, but 
Laddell-Hiurt at 








the pratoundcat truth of war thatthe neve of battles 
We minds of he oppor cman et 

fit mane thy el be 
{Ba thowps and cantany sols mvs bashes of en to 
throw ther into rete! Sut the dehuoa to the contrary haw been 
fener bythe peal ny ory, ed wah deo he 

tung and anscing the cuss of 2 ‘anil 

‘itl of the somber eagaged™* sae 














‘The limitations of the acientie knowledge and interests of 
tary experts w one of the most profound aed ominouy eau of war 
blunders and dissers. Yet Gute are enhanced is times of confhet 
‘by an wgnorant and propagandized public which it led 10 hi 





‘reme faith sn generals majos,admurala whoue hive have Beco 
tm the rudy and practice of war. Lic does the fayman seslize the 








‘expert, aad thelr profound need, expecially during war tine of 1 
formeton usd advice from other expersy—ieduurialuty, tcc 





financlery, statesmen wad ésplomacy scientimy, and « horde of other. 
‘That form of aespidity which reer from sheer luck of rational 





peopia of the world. This wan cleacy pereived by cacy Chose 





(474) 


cHiA0s 
‘thinker, above al, Meatian.* One day he uw King Seven shudder 
‘w atrembling or was being drauged by the pricam up to the bloody 
‘cricia) altar. The feae of the poor animal moved Dit aeletty 
stay the proceedings. He commanded that dhe ox be et free and x 
heap. nubutured f 








would dlclve lato a wamber ef ingest some of which we ct 
stall aferir scvitiviin, Bat it is very hard 99 complete an enalyai, 
‘Take a simple ease ike the fellomng: 

1901, 3 spect sae weeks in the home of « General 
sme a member of the General Staff and et sich w 
‘with his woos, at the bute of Ypres. We dircumed 
"x emilitary position, powery, aad plane with dhe intimecy of 
a fumily citcle, Tae General took great paiae to explain to me tha, 
{in wry internaboaal stmation thet axght lead to a war, the United 
‘States wenld gare only ax nero, For it was and always would be 
















‘a full werons- 


Y after day, 
tn we aged bin ox to argue the matter. And at de tune some of ot 
‘were tare he was the world’s great aiv But wat it pare stopidity? 
Tam not 90 ture. Of course, Gece was high percearage of the trait 
‘in le thinking; bot there was tonecbing else too. What way ix? 
Surely, however, ic was adiluted etapidiey which thrived in 





pay an” Da Pt sa 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
Beiish mulitaruc like « hardy pereanial throughout the American 
‘Revoletioa. OF geniuae ia blunderiag there were many, bet aze of 
the mott walmart was Generel William Howe, Thank to ho coa- 
vertent stupidity, the nay bead of American colonine forced the 
British to abandon Bosca for Nova Scotia, which, though a policy 
‘approved by the mxaustry, seemed to rome “ike an absadosmrat of 
all steanpt to crush the rebelivon.” * The epwode has beea variously 











{ncerpeeted. Let the fact wpeak for themelver 
In October, 1775, General Howe took command of ali British 
snllltary opersnocs from the Canudsea border 10 tse Galf of Mexico. 





Bonen, wih he refoe  lewve dete 
the fact that the Brsioh Minty soggested hus departure for LOOK 
Tiland, will loyal tothe Ring, where be could obta 

‘case und prepare to ake New York on the arrival of re 

Bet Howe woul tae owe of te la. He lacked waco for 
fis army, he anid, And be stayed on ie Bott “cooped 
fice plstvely, by et of rey gama” His baer 
thes did aot pneu to ty scntve or Deeath he Howe ide 
ven though George Washington Inier wre, “Search the volomed 
of history theough and Z much question whether « este wumlar 10 
tuts is to be fousd—oamely, to maiotain a post against the flower 
af the British toops for ax mosths together and then to have 
fon army disbanded and another to be'raned within che mame di 
(ace of b reinforced excory” 

‘Yet thove nx onthe pased pleatancly for Geaeea Howe. Dering 
the winter of (775 Be eojeyed hiccslf thoroughly. He had in 
charming card game—cards were Bis favorite pesime—with Mn. 
Lacing, an atracive loyalist wha accompanied Howe's army thtough 
the three years of campaigning. The arrangemeat wat as pleaiog 
‘w Howe aft wat profiubic to Mrs Loring’ husband, who faally 
imide « fortuse through his wite's infloence, su commissary of pris- 
caer, 80 Howe dali shroogh che winter, was roll plesnntly 
‘stubtahed ta Bore in March, 10d, bed he followed his owe Sar 
<hinatiar, would 20 doubt have raged uotil Jose. Troe, in February, 

















nr we at uy Sen etn eet ames Here t"T 
wrasse Reet iapeinc aay Soe 
Taso] 





‘CHAOS 
lor knew that the slaaiae isteaded to wite nearby Dorchetes. Bot 
i duveorbed the thickabinned genera] not at all, He mide m0 
rt to occupy the tows bnew. 
“Meanwhile Washington und his Kiel arcoy hovered sbont Boron, 
hoping agrinut hope that the Brith wosld come ot and attack. 
‘The caloniem crept closer, ail amalsing the enemy, whes, of a ud- 
ea, Powe ennounced that he would evarceze Boston without Sring 
nother thot! Hie could ter uo sdvantage in staying on, be asid. Be 
tudes, he dida'tthiak he would be permancatly wacceaful, were Be 
fo atch, and the pati is i 











if the ‘Americans would zor Sre on the Bri 
‘cvacutte the towa withost 
‘On Macch 17, Howe and bis aray ated away 
after those months of berag “cooped up Ike rmodiensive poultry 
nessa od voppli baad, bt be potrly 
ddeneoy theve, leaving for the eppy ‘empl 
powder, lead, cannon and anothers abd 4 ship ot two, 
ae (0 protect the tepply ships doe to arcive ia Bora 
‘td he had badly set ail when "e patriot privetere- 
san capaced Icae power dip which wat Jur atv” 
How, indecd, could the grateful colooiam ever pay their debt to 
















everywhere ete, here it arength in nombere, And it 
lementary rule 10 mulvtary affair oct to weakea an eriny by 
precding out detachments beyosd the poigt where they caa be cou 
trolled Yet, ander Comwealli, Bruih detachmeata wert spread 
throughout Sours Carola aed Virginia, each to week, including 
‘hu own, that it could aerther attack aor defead ise. Washiagton 
finnoonced wits great einfaction that “By sprending themucives out 
su they ate now doing, they will render themselves vulnerable every- 
where.” As of coune, they id, until they were vo weak chet one 
ardy attack could rata the whole Brith passion. 

‘Conawalla’ blunders reached theie climax at Yorktowa, Tusough- 
(out the wat, he showed complete incapacity t cacry through aay 
plan whatever. Yet at Yorktown be showed benildering stupidity. 
"The tomp was on x river which could ealy be closed by the enexry. 
Direc oppor n the nr bak of he Yok Rees, was Gace 




















exconls our Power couittent with yous plats to make 
feasive Pott there and at Gtoocestr, both of which wonld be 
‘ecesary for the proterton of Whipping” 


‘Yen after the minaker which be made, be defeaded himuelt by 
completely revernng his pontion, and wroce 


“The oaly harbor in the Chesapeste thet T knew of then or 
indegd that Nave Beard of cen which tne of Datla toe 
{the Larhor war Ic ladupeamtble object T thought 1 woueces 
try to enter deaeripuce of te Giandvectage of the rosea ageinat 
‘land attack, aaee there remained no ozher chove 


‘As Cornwalin stayed on and oa at Yorktown, ctemy troopr came 
down ta block his meane of vupplics, hie remforcements an 
pomibitiry of reicoc. A land army approached. General Clin 
‘wrote 19 Cornwallis eaggering that the patriot wpplien in Priladet 
phia be deutoyed, o that tbe Brith could “avert their echemes 
and break ap their public credit,” povonng ont that “the favorable 
coasequencet resulung frem euch tvceew are toc obvioes 10 need 
explanation.” Corawall did nothing. Clioton war helplen—and 
dagurted Washington snd Rochambess made placs—and were de- 
Inghted. 

"The York River was o wide thet, had Cornwailia mede a move, 
the British Army could have excaped from Yorktown, and suurched 
te South Caroling. There were no enemy sbips to prevent it Yet o& 
the secoad day of the siege, Corewalln exade bit Sal and fatal mit 
lake. “The exterior work, oa which be had hed bit aca eonployed 
for neatly 4 month, were sbasdoard by him without firing » shot; 

18 yat hia Jeers bad Jed Clitan to believe that he wan capable 
of withtanding « sicge” Aud in a week’ me the Britah defeat 
as complete. 

‘Yet when he cetumed to England, Cocawalls wan rewaried for 

in rapidity by hagh ofSce and Bozorst 

‘That characreciedec Rritvh inseovtivity to time eadured through 
een a wt sas 8 ee gre 
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‘CHAOS 
tore, it caused hat wis probably the greatest military duaner of 
ders times 

“The Dardacetlea mary has boca tld many times trom macy dif 
fercat poiam of view. Wiawton Charchill describes the fu cam 
‘aig fram ita yery conception for it was known a2 it "bal 
{0 ty erage end is thowe dfeciauuag volumes, “The Watld Cxin” 
Sir Tan Hamilton bas givea it t ut iz the "Gallipoli Diary.” For 
(UE parpores, however, we cancot improve oa William Seaver 
‘Woods description * of the gyestet single danner in the bitory of 
the lat Sve handed yeast, whose greteat tingle cause was Ere 
ttupor. Fram many volumer of coalictiog evidence, Woods ha sifeed 
(he face revealing the awfal bisoders ad weopiditien which {70a 
st very begining faed the plan which might have ended the war. 

"From the rt, the great enterpre wat chiety backed by Wiestor 
Churchill, who, in defendveg the pla, en later, ST wm concerned, 
to make clear to the Hovse asd the tery ut thie eaterprve was 
profoundly and elaborately coesdered, and that there win « great 
oluma of expert opinion bebied it ubet ic was framed entirely by 
experi and techaiet} minds” As iedond it wan 

‘The plan to force the Ducdaseile, bad it bees euccemful, would 
Ihave won the war for he Alli. By opening op the strat, Aca 
ot the Wert aad the Euat coald eichange food sad ammoaition, 
Bender, Constantinople would fall oto their hand. And Greece, 
Bulgaria, ond Rumania, sring which way the wind was blowing, 
‘would peobabiy foin the Altice. With seinforcemects, Ruma aad 
Italy woald pot «2 end to Aurtria, and Germany would be unable 
‘bold out wlooe. 

‘On January 13, therefore, the War Counc} decidod for 1 naval 
expedition to “take the Gallipoli peaineuls with Constantinople a 
{i objective" With Freach hip, x eaval force compored mouily of 
cbvalete vere was atvembled. Bight bureskips made « prelimiaasy 
Dombardeat on the Dardanclies aed won the enirasce. But the 

in farta had ill to be taken. 

‘The sts were loaded with aint, mst of thean carefully planted 
‘bythe Reunians to sink Turfush abipt. Tetkith mute sweepers, bow 
ever, being of am econaaicel ante, vimely picked them up each 
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smormng tfter thee planting, nd took them farther down the ata 
nt Aled (rc. Ts he Toca cap th apr 
6 cot ot mines. 
‘Now the War Couacil had planned « joit land and sex sack 
urthrmoce, he vial pole in te ext campaign wan t hve 
the landing an the dfical and strange shore athe exc a complete 
‘wrprise to the enemy. Yet troaps were ndiessly delayed—end not 
‘aough of them were wat t make a mubrantal névance: The whole 
‘len fra the cv was mraddled end fecrbled, ead the Alita once 
Tunaed every chant fo a surprise atack 
‘On February 16, the Brita Cabieer decided to send the 2th 
‘Divinon tothe erat, Poor dey Intec it changed it mind, For days 
and wees the Brith varemnea and military expert dllydllied 
dnd seo wed back aod forth—beck and ford. Faally, oo March 
10, he 290 Drvition wat ordered to go, Bot i took atcther week 
for them te get eady. A toa delay, inthe ead, of more thanx month, 
while the Brita made wp thet minds 
Meanwhile, ax March { Vexiseloe offered to read hee Greek 
divinoas te jou the British and French. But Czar Nicholas, the 
litle weak map, Be who yielded to hit ocurtic wife and an o- 
scrupulous adveatorer, spoke up in meeting with eatecunomed 
firmness, Rusia, always Joulous of Grorce, “could aot consent to 
Gresee paricipuiog operations fo the Dardanelien wit would 
be nize fo lead to complications.” ‘Toe mopid decision wat fetal 
‘On Macch 18 cightecn Allied bueshipe advanced up the sai. 
‘Their ine mmeeper picked up two or Cree mioes, reported ll 
leas, nd the let went on. But the mize rwnepece were wrong. They 
inaa' looked te enoog At two oclock inde aftrtoon, tbe Preach 
5c it nmin, went dowa and Sseppeared with her crew 
et Two oor Ir « Brith ship hit enter 
thitd—a fourth buteship weat down. The Freach ship 
fred on aad injared, wns beached. 
Deaplte thse disuera everyone expected the British Sotto pau 
brough w Constantinople. Yer the Allies delayed exother attack, 
itnh Cabvoet that arg and avy oficers thooght 




















































‘Histociane aad experts ate opinion 
est could have made eaather atack alone. Hd the 29th Divito 
[46] 


caHaos : 
been pnt ac ech, nary wou lather wor. Ot, a a 
would i 

For whes the ecklews Drvsica eaibasked in twenty-two tranaporty, 
of coucte it coulda'r unload and ger ut action at once, For gum 
‘were in ooe ship, amatunruoa sm saather, everything loaded in the 
mort beliecakefir fethion so thet all the wapplica had 10 be agala 
resorted and rearranged before aaything further could be Gone. 
So all rweaty-rwo traneport went to attend to thle Title neceuity 
at Alexanda, in Egyp, tse nearest port, while all de ile Turkith 
‘outs aad fishermen tcurred with the news thatthe Great Twen'y- 








“The ewenty-two transports duly ualouded at Ales 
the good news aprend to Torkcy 4sd Oermany nod Avtiie. They 
TERE of epee es ofthe ed pin, at 
alged, Meanwhile, they mere Ol geting buy, braahing up 
td gomoogropuber gots fo be reedy for Toeatpsing whe 
sean itive. 

‘Gerais Genera! Limes von Sanders, an charge of the Torkish 
eteoe, 10 Gat thanks the information which kept eeping. a 
Ad 10 the foar week’ deley of che Beith, head Jor enough tne 
to prepare to mec the eaemy. Indeed, the Turks doubled thei forces 
between March abd Apri, colected ample aracuniin, and wert 
endy for the Alles whe las ea Kit when Stay they did and 
$8 Oulipali oa Apel 25. 

"That lading i 00 terrible m vs tragedy that go one will ever 
snow che wore box: the laughter. The Bricah War OfSce expected 
5,000 canta. Taietsea tossed were lled. Courageou and yal- 
lant the Aten fooghe neaday fox April through Jul. By Augant 
fit acaly S000 were Und. ReSaforecmcats etived io July— 
trot tno at. Tse brave toope were blploaly extumbered—they 
bad wrong shelle—wrong puse—no foe kepe—ao orguastion —ob- 
tolete arolinry—and they fooght theoughoet ageing the aoe hope: 
test oddt Miamanageoeat and delay led sre off by the howd. 
‘Britih teops mistook their own steo for Tuk, and sopwed them 
down with x high explosive vill. Allied troop rete, loafed and 
‘bathed on the sore bezeath the vecy eyes of (he waiting Torts, 

Srey opponiy lr, Evy pile sims wat made 
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‘And instead of winging the waz, 100,000 men wece eveleoy uri 
‘ord, and she best that wil ever be tard aboat the Dasdanelles Caar- 
‘Puiga Je doar xt was, a Jat, Brlluntly abandoned. 

‘Ne multary rupsdity wax ever ww tragic at thin. Hundreds of leasee 
dlsamers have had even ther camie axpect. Loa, anw, at that bine- 








‘Daring the Ramo-Jepsocec War, Ressa's panicky sailors attacked 
and fced on Brisah Bohing wench la coe North Bet and nearly ia- 
volved the whole of Europe io the tracer. Tee I 
‘wa but one of the huodreds ade by the Rastians 
1904 struggle into Roma's own optca boufle. The Baltic blunder, 
however, uaa extraordioary asteanan of the military apidity 

30ce than « combination of nervous byreria 
gence. Blinded by dull wits xd sharp pave, 0a 
rught of October 21, 1904, ese Russians opened fre oa the Brith 
‘vers, snk ooe of them, killed rwo fthermoen, and wounded other 

‘At has teeble bem, the Ruslan veamas a something of « dull wit, 
however Ioag trained 18 affaics of the seas. Bur the beerty matiocrt 
who made up the Balne Flee were even wore doltt, For Rati 





















‘At the alnc Fleet weamsd wp the North Ses, i asilota were 
1 nate of pane akin ester. For oe had heved wo many tei 
{yng sacs of the bold and canning and wicked Japaacc, whee 
mooted treachery shadowed the thooghs of dhe dullard teumes. 
‘Agua the villian the Reawass ad tnkea every precaotion—and 
very frightened yor momextecly expected 
pedo boa ofthe Jape 

‘Admiral Rojeiventy, in charge of the et, directed it for eae 
donk at yet unknown, foc: the uaa chance! Go the Narth Bes, Jort 
‘Dogger Bask, the Galnag groands of the North Ses, wat a grest 
owt of Briigh vowels, ioasceaty Sobing wwe to tke back «Sine 
neh to Hull Ox te night of Friday, Qccber 21, che Rumian Beet 
drew near. Though ie wan dealing and dank, and diicult t ree 
seat ditanes, the Buber, a they ner reported, wets 49 cage 
tothe Ranta spe dhat dey beld out Gae fs to de pang warcion. 

‘The British tele were io repulse fabiog wnecre. They bore 
ot the slightest reocmbizace to warahups of any kind. Tey buraed 
sherman sgl itracioy knows ad scagalod a ch, 

ate’ 











CHAOS 
‘Yet without the wighteat warang, the pamcky Rumiaas ded bell 
ster shel, Liling sad wovadwng a they wexiaed their bluadecing, 
sway through the Briust fee: The fica of Ge warhipe paned. Of 
‘cera and sen examines the fadieg boes with sazchiighm. Aad, of 
‘trudéea, the whole Rutaa Set Joined fo a bocubardasest for half 
fn hour o0 the inaosent fabermen. The trawler Crane woot dawn. 
‘The Gull wat badly crippled. A skipper and deckiand were killed. 
‘Ang the Raasian fect teared on it way, arver topping to fad out 
host the damage, contaoung t the Sertt af Dover, And sat 
forty-cight bours inter did Admiral Rojestveuky muke his port 
to te Rowian, Admiralty. 

"The report, cven 40, was full of Use groueat errors The Rawanh, 
it declered, weve attached carly in thar mocniog by tw terpeda 
tats, smumed to be Japancee, buch appeared antag: the trawlere 
‘A mmyserioce exsmon had been Sed. igual were ignored. And in 
‘the contunos the oficerystaised thet ex shot hit a Ruaian war~ 
ship, woundiog the cfew and oppiog off the baad of x pricy (It 
‘wus later proved beyotd reasoaable doubs thatthe Ruatians, ia thi 
‘ight, ied oa thevt oma abipe we they posed they were walonding 
‘on the illasous Japazere) 

"There w more—bot we neve e200gh to eophasice our point. The 
esulung confusion, ndipantion and righteous fory of tbe Brith 
rose wo warlske fever Luctaly Roma escaped another war wath 
England. And coutived to bluoder theough tothe Treaty of Porte 
mouth, which fllowed her hacniliating defest. 

‘Bewriderment like that of the frighteocd Rumians was eoqoortica- 


























rrgency of universal compulsory training of young men in time of 
peace, Thu, they claim, 1 ‘the moxt importent lemon of the wa.” 

“An eateained army invites lout and dente.” Thon spoke General 
Johe J. Pershing. Aud thove are true words indeed. T wubsczibe to 
them hetenty. But T also wubscube will more heeriy to the will 
Larger truth that » well trained army levitey wil vauter Tossa and 
Auauecs The records of hiwory wxppoct this costeatioa, 

‘Where, 10 1914, was the world's moat bighly tevoed arzay to b€ 
foynd? In Germany, at everybody beom. No fighting machine ca 
sent si a tt mig gh ee 
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pd mont intennively dred military science exuld bring to it That 
clude iramenee self-confidence; for, an Foch alwaye taunted, che 
‘will to win quunt always be active and, to be active, ones be 1p 
Ported by the cazvicnon that ane has the veresary knowledge and 
‘quipment 10 win. The Germans were #0 convinced; and they did, 
of truth, powen guok, ren, garrisens, azamuniticn, mapa, che 
‘ques, and everything elie. Theic cen were tralaed to the last do- 
fave, a General Perutsog would aimilt | 
“And see what lout and duater tit ealaing brought! 

areig in 1914? The 












miltary activives thereby averwbelmiog the civil powers. Not 


‘atl nue macda after we eaered the war did we shat out Aint 
‘choo! for teaming suf oficers, over at Langres, la France. And 
this tthe min reason why-—ae the Eoropeans wo bitterly comple 
oar precious United Stites emerged (ram the wae stronger and 
tacher tha everybody else. Nobody woo the war, Everybody oat 
‘But we lent least. And al} because we had no highly trained wry. 

"Tait can be rigorously demonstrated, We ion tewet men in the 
‘whole war than ether Freach or Bett lor in single engagement, 
‘Why? Because, attr we foolishly got sto the mas, the Allsd leaders 
wuely related to permit oer yreethors troops to go rato action 
fnal thoroughly deed aad equipped. They uandertood that raw 
rrerui can do more dawage a the (rot than all he enemy arilery. 
“This kepe our milican of men well back of the danger aone, while 
they were working havoc on the Germans by pure prychological 
sctoa. It was cot the fighting of our army in France that woo the 
war foc the Allie. It wan these mere presence. Atk any war lender. 
‘This isa commonplace. 

‘Bot tht 4 mince argument Harem the wais one. If the United 
‘ates had boen eqarpped sith « traced ara, st would have beeo 
drawn uno the war very carly. Trost Oe Geseral Stuf end the 
proGicera ts have dose that! Bat what would Germany havo dooe? 
Fier of all, she would beve bogus er uareatrcred wabmarine wat 
fare in Febcaary, 1915, whes Vice Adenral roo Pohl, Chief of the 
Geeman Nava) Gta, fret forcally orged st upon the Kalter. The 
coe and only argumest which prevesied it then wan a prott feom 
Wobingon Tae ter of cert, et cso. 




















‘cHAOS 

‘The Chancellor and the Keitcr agreed to voo Fobl's project oa. 
ebroary 4th. They instrected the Navy em begin it oa the 18th of 
the seme mosth. But the American government eaicred it protest 
fon she 12th, aad thar chaaged the Raiser’ arid. He amended che 
‘order 40 shat acutral ships wore to be tpered. And thea camp the 
Lasitenia flsic the wext Mey, 

‘Wich the Americans ia the war, wouki the Germans have waited 
‘eyen until Februery, 1915, to wart anreatricted eabenarine warfare? 
Rather aott Now, what mas the only weakness in the program, 
‘viewed from the urely military poiet of view? Wha, ia « word, 
revented its full mores? Only ove fact! The temporizing of the 
‘Raner and hu Chancellor, their progresave restraist upon the Nevy 
‘4 reslt of the outcry in the United Scates, Here apuin the data 
tre beyoad all controvenny. By the end of September, 1915, von 





and called for dranic vigor in sinking erery- 
‘thoog afloat. An it was the ealenting chat enved the Brith —cothing 
lun Had the submnariaes kept up their trightfulnen, aahindered by 
regards for the American nextcaly chere would aever have Deen & 

Ft to tramport either the mio army ot the induupecsable supple, 
Long before the Allies ood have gained the upper baad over the 
submarines, they would have been starved ioto sabminion. Even 
‘ith the Jong, stopié interruption of robmazine warfare, the Alla 
‘were athe brink of total defeat many months before the American 

begun to pour into France. 

‘What proof farther? Simply thin As early as 1916 the German 
‘avy yards were ro magniscently tuned up that they informed von 
Capele, che succenar of voo ‘Tirpits, thet they coulé turn out five 
times af tasy acboneziass at they were, simply by holding up all 
ther types of naval enattraction. Now, von Capelle hed beea pat 
in becaive be was « temporizer and ect « thorough going Prat 
‘Glacial like old von Turpicx He war carrying out the wavecing. 
ideas af the wobbly Kaiser; ia short, playing dhe American's game 
fn the side winle waging « war. Bo be txrmed the propotal dows 
‘ard, saying that “cobody would know what to do mh 40 many 
1U boats after she war." Fancy thath 

‘Wath America in the war early, baviag a trained army, von Ti 
pote would have been ia charge of the U boan; and doce any his. 
fein vo tvs doubt be won Reve ererod all ofthe 
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monsters he roald gut? That woold emily have given kien 600 by 
the eod of 1917; for Germany then had 129, eit wes. The Allix, 
with America In late, bareiy beat the 120U 
Ihave done againut such « feet earlier? Let 








‘paradonical conclution: it wat Ametiex's uapreparednew that seved 
‘the Alli! This will leaves wide open the nrger philosophical mae 

‘he foog run, eviog the Allies mary oot Lave bern 
the wupreme wupidicy of the war. Unformuastely, this lies bepood 


rani history, why not give a volume te enaly=- 
ng coreelavogs between uma epent on armics xod the eventual lower 
of the coustries making the iavetmeat? Here in « scble research. 
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TEXNH 
TECHNE 


‘Tas sketch of cura seems to be getting lang, So we shall drop at 
once the fest of oar sotes for the Bhort Introduction to Hams 
‘Stupidity aad wind up the prefode with « seteace or two oo treats 
tnd oatiooks, No madere volume ould be sent to prom without 
something oo treads and aztlacks, unless i author dehiberacly wat 
to be ar oatatdete as Lathe Lord Fauntleroy. Hvea stupid people 
owsdayr aipice to be forward looking. fame of them even rex 
several pager lato HO. Wella o here we are, oo the thrasbold 
of Tomerrow, ready to open up the fortune-telling busine again. 

‘Pechaps we can peer into our ceyuel mort keenly if we fin din 
pose of thet buted German cival of our, that soothsayer of dooss, 
‘Orwald Spengler. He amd I cancer tell forranes up the mane street, 
for we belong to different trade unioxs Yet, beoceth thu ants 
slp, we have a deep fellow feeling founded epoca coensim 00- 
‘vieton that the development of calteres matt be serioully anudied, 
their graphs of change ploted, and their eqostioor divcovered, The 
‘concse of « tion in more important thas the course of w whip over 
she watert, 

‘He wha would chart the ways of astioss and races must stain 
very nerve to acquire informanoo and usdertandiag tar beyond 
oman abilities He mort go the Timit in the fundamentals of goog- 
raphy, prychology end mathemaccy; end then fe mont force Bit way 
far wto the Impomible by wntegratiog these three. Man, man's en- 
‘vironment, ad al the browder and natrowent relations between item 
tnd stom ia both must be accorately analyzed ted cast iaro some 
smathematca!-logicl form. Until thet haa beea accomplished, prophs 
ey muet remain without honor. 

‘Prom Ivsish t Spengler, che xadertone of a forocating has been 
smiaor, if net diwonsne: Wore yet tho prophes uve bees mot ac- 
orate in their gloom and least reliable in thetr rory viioos. The 
Jews were crmbed aad taken amay in captivity pretty much accord 
lag to the advance tips of Inalah; bur chey aever were ceaored to 
fry enc ih 0 many oop mi hey wend oly 
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anna ina dub st cryrtal pezing. She cunaot vie with sour old Jort- 
imi, So here me have asother reatoa fer witiag Spengler serios!y. 
‘The odds favor him, if we ealcatare hem out of history; for Bu view 
of Tomatrow ia dark and tzoublous, 

‘He regards culture as ocgesisrs, oabont os creatures, cvilizanond 
su anual chat are opamrend, wax lagy,pley about, avolve these pre- 
determined structures and fuaccions, Boucish tor an Olotted time, 
thea grow old, «uf, dell, and hlesr-eyed, and fcally die. To ooe 
famine with German Itratore, this sounds hike a azwapaper ver- 
ton of old Bhintechis tomen on the State ax xn Orgasian ‘The Tev- 
tons bave ever been proce to wach exoteric metaplynical pochring ja 
‘which they snatch up rwoct morels of fact aad put them through 
the mill of wishful thaking, Hegel invested « quoer loges whach he 
attributed to the coumon And Spengler belt 
Nordic saisanua. 

‘Aluse hum thoegh we may, however, we most tmnt chat he deals 
with 2 question of supreme mmportnce. Pity u that 10 few solid 
unkers pay attenboa to st] How does wt happen thet every great 
samirution erected by man han pansed away? Sovely itis ercarhable 

‘ot onc ha» endered long, if we take as our restore the whole 
‘span of ona’seatthly carser. Surely, toe, cera cnote of decay ex 
beat work, Whoever duceres these has the bepioning of x chance £0 
contral them. Lf statcemacalp u ever to be taught as « wcience, the 
firt years of teaioiag must be devoted to ths maguiry. 

Ta planoiog such s school tor stteaneo, Spengler and I would 

7a) at the outset. He would ianut that the elements of society 
are much thags a arittocrat, merchast, and pestants. He would 
fedace these clemeats to blood, that i to way, fo heredny. He would 
cover program whenever and wherever thost racial tzaina which 
he cogards an the pureet and best domunate all others; and be would 
sce only decay ia the tiamph af commerce, sxcaliem, and other 
plebeiaasmt. This is one kind of biolageeal approach, you ne. Much 
ean be defence, provided stacks to all the fact of animal 






































Origaas and behavior. But there comes cnr frst dupute. 
Spengler seems t be dealing with realities when, in fact, he 
the supreme fact 


handles only lax geseralscatom. Race it, for bi 
‘To me tx aw precive sea, an entity liks the 
thing only because we, the obeervery are 40 tiny and aa (ar say 
fro. Where i appear outa an even plow in the Seven it 








‘TELS 
4 chin seuter of sar duit 1a « void of utely inconceivable iz 
race, in im own reality (sf any), w—junt Like the Milky 
few chromosomes, too wuall £0 be ecen by any aye, end 
eattered thinly over millions of miles throughout « million. years 
tothe times and apacea which we apprebed, al the chromo: 
somes which Spengler would idenify a2 the basi of pure race are 
invuible and incompecbeanble, To deduce the graph of humaa 
create tram snes, then, in to cevel in faneay; it bt aa abeord at 
astrology. 

How, theo, can society and its teadencica be chvecved? How ante 
lysed? Enter 1c term of observables or aot at all! Here we stand 
of analytical seals and with we wid of fal. It the fouada- 
‘hoa of erence, a8 oppased £9 the sands af theology and metaphysics. 
From this vantage polat what da we behold? Human beings ia wets 
—the drame of life w the new, Sre-of all Creatores moving shout in 
‘space ond time, dbcie eneteace ever depesding on the minatert de- 

i of each fastant and each wpot Creatures dying bectuse « mer- 

1 defting clond of bactera, became some other 
‘aiwundertood « commasd, becasse 


‘culate Even produce roddea disintegratont of earth, water, ui, 
‘erve tutoe. And, by the mame tokeo, events can be rbanaod va that 
All of dheve procewes may enable men to get what they want wher 
they want. 
‘Thu realm coda up is tepicas remote from Bpenples. The rela- 
in of apace and come iavelve still profoander relanvitica of 
‘peyebe atd behevior. (Spengler observes this geocralization clearly, 
fut he fails to apply sx to hus own trchaique of fact finding) The 
factors in neh rolativines are the oreal: pontion, mgutude, order, 
smut, cheege, velocity, acceleration, and eo ea. Probe into thet, and 
‘you discover fat al-—tbe course of human events, Seat nthe eax, 




























2m ata personality, ned persons or things azound hice 

‘Many creat occar fester diac men cam perceive them. They are 
ceiver inad altogether or else zoticed cnly ia a few “high rpuu” 
‘which ful wo disease heir merore. Toy always oa the chesnitos of 
femmes fe Even with igh power elesnoper aod inkeratary 
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‘techasque, anny auch process mill Tie beyosd our experience. Ia 
other eveot, such a the corm af the World War, men cannot 
‘grup the dife bocaute too many things happen in too any widely 
axparated pincar Thary in ao way of vlocting gad collsting them fant 
‘camugh to act witely toward them. The wrupidicies of suteamen dur- 
fing the yeact befoce 1914 were, ia 00 sanall memere, waevitble by- 
produeu of the velacity at wich conspirators schemea, caunitont 
‘maker bail up lobbying tals, tac wert juawied, xad agreements 
‘were created and serapped. Imagine a chestbourd w four dimeaiaat, 


201d be much usmpler then the chewboaed of Europe 





‘Agia, events move sasch too elow!y for man to perceive them oF 
to sense their umport. Here we come ues the mont embracing c 
‘group. The movements of ace dowa from the poles, the coming, 
hanger of rainfall and teenperatare over half of she wnhubitzble 
‘world, the drift of nomads, the crom-beoodutg of tribes, the decline 
cof vil fertiy, the colowal ravages of erosion, the millennial meen: 
dering of great ever, the accoomlatons of Sith and. dieane germ 

round old cere af chuck populates, and even che snframent 
slteratioat in pocses of salen arining from tes of thousands of loc 
‘sompromnes, new rafiage of barean chiel, court decom, and the 
uke; tis thingy Ike these wach, exaping ma'y sttentioo, discolor, 
mort, 4nd metunorphowe hie eeviroomest 

Finally, we bebold the movement of eveat hich, while 1 
snoagh (or people to nonce, are too slow for sdequate rexpoaie. 
have io mind naw the iaabulity of the common wan to adjastknmself 
to great social and politcal changes he may observe, end rosinly be- 
cause he in phppealiy and economically powerlew 10 change his job, 
1s place of employment, and vondcy other affeirs contormably. 
‘Thowands of people aow Sind theanelves ia thie predicuaneat; the 
technological uzemployeseat” of cut day ante purty from a yovag 
engineer's neceity af banging oa co bit por, in order to keep alive, 
teen though he wee clearly thar she rm be server saat pau ore 200g, 
bbectuse of oow inventions i the field; ic aries from w lewyers ncccr 
sty of carsying ma with hin clients in the face ofa dedi 
in « comanoity that it losing ita people aad wealth became of 
_zfecrindastry cifting to exe other center. 

‘The camplesy of ews sar people vex mor peounly 





























‘TELOS 
(Qa their velocity. Here we come upon dhe ocatal cause of the rele: 
Lively wwift collapee of preat tates when they have aftained 
ceruical textore of orgutizenioa snd scope: Many observers have 
called our notice to oe phate of tus: and x ia herd 10 undentand 
how speculative thakers Uke Spengler haes perastenty underett- 
mated it In a spraehag, cluauy, lx pyar lke the Roman Empire, 
the marvel is that aay stmblarce of cra! cantral endured a long 
su we know it dul. Likewae ia oid Chica and Rasna and the British 
Ronpure of the Victorian era Each ie tt torm hu fallen &o piocea 
Jergrty because it rales and subjects were paychically and physl- 
ly unable to perceive, Gre, al relevant caoditions kod events and, 
np the relatioan amscay these. 
‘bande up by easqeest or fraud an irauease state, 
Hie creates an army of Boreaveratst0 carry on hat hit army of 
thugs have Brought ito exutence. A huadred million people may be 
drawn under the yoke The great lord may accerely azive to plese 
them, afar an 2 ponuble uader bie egorasin But how many eveata 
Dbereauerats obterve? How acearsts their conclusions about 
ceds of the handed millica? How rapidly crs 
be connimmated sa hie with any policy whoever? 
“eulwusal lug" which Ogbusn has emphasized we find « politica) ag 
hove pracucal sgaticaace exceeds that of the former; for st breed 
dissension, cliques, conspiracies and war. Its the incvable lag be 
tween current Recess of the people and goverament retpoate to 
‘there. The huger the sate, the wort the lag. 

‘Does thie meaa, at Spengler mnetains, that every great culture 
‘must pant? Not at all. It merely soggetts that overextended wprtems 
most disappear: that wnall acs are beter chaa Iarge; and chat the 
‘only way to onske large nanoes dood and permmnett it te tpoed up 
tmtercomansnicanoes and sundry techniques of intellgeoce and coa- 
traf to the point where even siediocze bureaucrats sill be able to 
[keep in touch wth social conditions and to deal wrth them promptly. 
Te leads me to anapece that Rome fell becante Certr bad neither 
telephone not radio; thar che Rosia of the Czar weat to 1% wll 
deserved doom largely beceuse the Romanofit apent too much o= 
<Siamond necklaces and to0 late oa locomotives. Tia hardly weet 
cadical, rill lee ig it warding Yet how saxy dezp plalovopbert 
overlock the obvious aad the teitel 

‘Spengler tees the World War as the climax of dece 

cary 
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rapped. The only trosble with i a thar ot wes never Bnished. Well 
‘deguo-it was left half dove—to the soxow of all forward Loakong 
eaples. Every ald calrare shoold have bees carried dawn to is lang. 
overdse doom, States bad phptcally ovtgroma their own abilinen. 
‘There were to nusay people ia Europe rearve to Job» and incomes 
and elbow coom, Ancleat babiai hed tao Erm a grip an the palltiieat 
and the tax receipts Between Germazy and France, between Eng 
ned and Rusia, between Avitne and Belgans there war precious 





‘Hers, thea, it my geacra! poution as ageoel Spengler. Mankind 
hav ever come (© ret simply because eo, ax persoaaltica, Save 
‘been held more of lem to the level of Cyclops by insumerabie ir 
‘uence in the ux of eer rorrousdings, These infivences change the 
senses, the perceptions, the Judgments the attitudes and the ebatract 
theoniuay of people. Whether the change suds or hunders the latter 
depends manly upoa wae’s ability to castro! wands, ram, imtects, 
tera, erm, fond, we, ther aco‘tine reine Seopt 
‘This ability, in ture, depeods pon men's wastivites tow 
{irda ec hn oe ho pore: w yeh 1 
inlly upon their creative energies st ingtrasent of control 
‘Stupid people will never delsvertherselves from stupidity acd all ts 
penalet. May they not engulf all ether people, then? Can vnteli- 
‘gent men escape the mapid sloog with other plagues? TC they <8 
wilt their salvation eadare? Wall they act lapte mato the old ways? 
‘WI! they 20t be crushed by some rising cde of mahce, greed, 1x- 
ooranee, of tuperssticn? Tf sech we ead ia saevatable, then the 
prophets of gloom are correc. Ocherwee, we Brethren of Smerttewt 
snd Light ia ove. 

At this poiee, Spengler’ admirers raise an embarraning queso 
1g, they tey, ou Bretueen ace #0 tare at all coltares and civilies. 
Hons are oot orgesiams which are born, Soariah and die like beans, 
Dray show ve Jort now dhey may artain fife overiasbag. Give ut your 
toramalas and incantations A fair retort, I cunt sdout. But, to meet 

logically, we mutt paw fer beyond this Short Introduction to 
‘Human Buupidity. Theee o¢ for ore volumes will be Biled with 
the constructive eply. The bett we can do cow isto ameble a few 
Jortlngs which poiat to the later. 
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If there isto be any saleatin, x murt come dering men's fe 00 
anh. But how may it come? Buddhe believed thar it would be 
sqalned only throogh the dying ost (Nireine) of the three cardion) 
ing, scevalicy, malice and uupidity * But how bring thie 1 puss? 
‘Buddhe hed hia anewer, and brifsaut out which bas deeply iea- 
‘Premed the world Ie caunot be faichy eammed up in» phrases yer we 
‘ay tay, without too great dutortian, shat bie ecchasgue vet forts i 
the Eightfold Puth rusos manly upon wlf-discipline, Mas must can. 
(quer himself to gain Jieanmudti, ar mlyaton a this Tle, 

‘Todey we kaow, to our sorrow, that few mea can remodel their 
aatares thu. Above all, the wapsi canwot; for they cannot perceive 
their own dulnest aay moce thas the blued man can vee that he vt 
Dlind. If, then, they aze tm be sve, the dehvecance man come {rom 
without. ‘Wall t be edueatias, or compulice, or a chemical? Look 
Sn at education. Considne whst the mort earcfully planned tas 

the home and at echool might accompluh, 

‘American experience in tit feld indicate all to cleaty the hope: 
Jeamem of the propoted Utopiae tak. Baddbe's first two cnrdinal 
iow can be, to 1 conderable degree, soltcoed through schools 
sennuality may be, if aot is all thes surely 2 meay youag prop] 
Drought onder the halter by inttrocton is petronal hygiene tnd 10" 
lal andarés; ead malice cy be prevented by the cultivation of 
telligent stunudes ia all eave afew groups, whch wall be mentioned 

‘© momest: But atuprdity, alas, w atubboraer agent atch ap 
‘pronches and amtulm The store deflie and geceral ix form, the 
‘wore itl, 48 poo already know. For that meane that th 
‘outh ix mseaative to macy lnade of eppeais and encouragements. 

‘Wor all, the peculiarly simple emexionsl po 
stupid pernon stands in the way of the educator 
‘The very noton of breaking trough itis repugnant & the school 
eychologiat, for he waderstands that Gh povse so « cn of mental 
Realdh; 9 destroy it may bring ox evils eves srorse thes serene sta 

idiey. As he tees the mata, the dll seabiley w che aely kind attsn- 
‘ble in gach « pectonality. Lat us sounder briety thi annoying bat 
‘hardly diepueshle fact. 
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HUSTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 

Te i aimott eelferigeat that stupid people may aesin their own 
beasd of happiness more eatiy then hypersensitive seople. For there 
are fewer inser and outer forces to be brooght from conflict 19 4 
wate of pleasant equdhbrium ia che career of  dallard. T have cx- 
‘ibived several opecumeos of such stupid happimce mo an earlier 
vrody," uo T uhall merely zum op che whote marr here. 

Hippines 1 the emotioeal tae accompanying the slf-resluzanoa 
of permaahty. 1¢ Dy uo mane x mere sm of plexsuren; agiant 









the dawn of 
venple elt : 
‘make the mort of cae’ 
‘pro important iogredients of x happy life; but we find uarmtakabl, 
cases of tara who, in the finexeseane Of the phrave, make the moH 
theantelvet, yet sever became happy. Some remuia apathene, Iikt 
‘tmouthly faacueniog machiees which, urough they turn out thes 
roduc ee, eve: tao fan evs ejy a Canvey, 
Ing other people who make so effort to ecoompliuh more than All 
‘heir stomachs and rest their weary bones, yet are endowed with cer 
tain moder these same people may be ws cheerful ax cricket 
tau cog, We have all met such; someumes oa the highway, a4 they 
table slong bound vowhicher, whutliog there heads of; rometumce 
‘of « balsay afiersoon, fishing where no bait ever 
‘abled ; sometimes runai passing out papers at news 
00 guard ws vafiniabed baldieg 























on 
oo this earth. Lacking many hig ambutiony, they exanot be 
the world. Bevog rebust of body, they are not 
wscavonies by fodigeruca—at many money: 
decker sto—oor By exdocrioe wlmcom—as cusy eyoeaniac and 
Syaamaaiact are. Being incapeble of wwtined reflection over ier 
lvotving the simpleet cathraatial and logical operations, they 
caanet grasp core than « cherical wce of Be onivene # thelr 
oors-Nor cas they understand anything shout theceteen 82,12 the 
‘face of tuch well balanced pertonabtioy, the teaches throws xp bi 
‘apd, Their sempidicy is savinctble, ace merely beceese Tt it 
idry bur eather becasue it hus harmonized ts owa Titans 
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‘The bert de schoo! can da isto Sx ently bubita of health 4nd hy- 
sicne 1nd to drill he simple in mmple Jobe. All this makes for heppi- 
sew and for social wabiley: but at the price of an ever ewelling 
hhorde af duUards snd slightly subsormals ia ost society. Move and 
‘mote tasks most be found for them, ex Uaey canoot be left in lence 
Mannfacturert snd there engineers will cherefore reorganize indua 
ty and trade wo that jobs ate sumpliGed dowaward to the dullard 
Jevel. And then an larmiag wocral-ecomome crs 

"The man of few 
ceatily Having found i, he iccvitably azives to pers that ate, 
‘ba he becomes the arch-enemy ofall progrest—olem we defive our 
Utopra ana mate whose cxnzets, as a ue, are bappy Sach 2 view, 
‘however, rane coanter to that of nearly all vaperice minds Thus we 
tee; developing is every sociery, a profound satayoovem berwoen the 
ull and the clever, bermeea the ogah aod the alert, betwoen the 
‘vegetable aod the intellectual. Thu oppomtio is et ta worat in thous 
lands which have managed to supply the common peopic mth att 
‘hey wish inthe wey of food, drink, abelter, clothing, rev, und anima 
cexerena (including a simple love fe) Gaining wach, the herd. cert 
content Tt wacerely fees self tobe the moet blemed ot mankind 
‘nd Init 0 right, trom its ows point of view? Why change, then? 
Let well enoogh aoce, please! 

‘We canaot reproach tmple people for craving wach « simple ex 
viroument and a coeapondingty nimple way of life. A well reproach 
russ for his love of honey, or the sky for st blue. They ure what 
‘hey are. To their ranks we fad millions sungieg from morons up ta 
Mightly moore than average mortals (But sort people clove 10 the 
average are by 00 means 10 simple) Tea democracy they aru «force 
that urually overwhelms seaitve, responsive, forward-looking, dis 
vabsied dreamen. They are the elemental coosecvativer, who sigh 
only to conserve tha primordial values of henian aatare and soci 

"What can the stttenms do is the preseace ef « majority ike 
Prainly be faors 2 profound dilemens. Justice, 2 men urvally coa- 
ceive i demande that be aid these dullarda to Live as they like, 
Progress demands that be ezive, ou the oo: hand, to beter the rice 
snd, oa the othe: hand, to izaptove che eqviceement ao that beter 
people will dhrive Init: But these can fe harmonized with the wishes 
of the herd only by some polite Ection or caezing compromise. The 
Ine eansor week cur hough eucain; hat we have ja wn, 




















HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
Well shea, how about religion sod buioes? Can be aly himualé 
socathow with Chrinsen Jeaden, all of whom ar, iu out 1an8 at 
lear, wealthy ‘edusriatsm, bakers, broker, ead terchant? 

"As we pasder thu qerion, we mart keep ceariy before 9 the 
ponlble ways and meses We sure Sad tore than mee #0 =pply 
Fretoads; we want Sed methods it and thea men who belcwe 
fam ond understand them Thus we are cried beck to Out previoot 
{queuon: cas the world be deLvesed from i pid by the etbede 
‘of the schools, or by the mnthods of dictator and compulsions, oc by 
tome wienie methods sung chemical or acber invencons? Tu 

ot forget that these 
‘be founded upon the acuive support of the clasts whch 
‘ur leadiag police parues for only thaough the Tatte 
‘ould waropruary lave be peted aad entered. 

"The eugeni ofr one theme bert. Fiod all ental ncompetenty 
‘4y the, tad then prevent tars fom breadeg, Thu, te the courte 
of a few genertbouy the iatellectoal Level ofthe cao wil i. Toe 
arse of Cyclops will pats Many learacd mea of Inte have chust- 
[lobed thie sudacoos enue. Bot i ll eaves me cold. Por Tame 
much too stapid to be able to see how anybody can frer which, 
to puble wtafsction, elena dhe protoundly eepid By wesillze- 
Won. Because ofthe Guat (a which  grope 1 ecng, forthe prevent 
at Jeast, to agree heartily wth Father Joba A. Ryen (aod, I think, 
‘lo wits Rayroad Pear) in ceecting such ascere propor as that 
of Dr. H. H. Laughlin whe tka ut > adopt » Model evgea 
serilizanon lew.” Laughlio is forced to define those citizens who, 
Under that lw, would be boedDed off ta clinics and pale de: 

rived of dacendaoca He bravely éevcribes « “socully Inndoqesta 
Persea 12 exe who “nls chronically in temnparign wth aormal 

‘imaett or henelf 49 ove member of the 
of tae Beate” Does fs help mcs? 
tear ace Were such wn eterpretation walten into «lew, I shows 
Ancartly ead a rebel bed of outs and ms fo prociscs inan- 
tation of all ccearBle exgenea aad Congresmen. To select at & 
ftasdard the preset qormal messber of x socal group stken me 
18 tet evidence of imbocthty. T dhonld incline to teect srmallty 
{2 the social seove altogecher; for the eatin soiatlife of oor age 
teems 10 me, 14 one confemediy sapid epecatsr, eichening fa 18 
innumerable devitions fram good ene, the rales of alt nd the 
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bbeonder principles of human bapyuees. Eugesists who fall into the 
lock-tep of current seial uerearypes ought to be wrilized, 

‘Nothing in this cbjecsion, however, prompt ms to accept the 
underlying princsplesof Father Ryan’ expumant, winch be sbetches 
in this admirable paragraph: © 











“Once me reyet the tre he the busca perton ie etc 
rehab ened rere ey 


a ceuuade themacivea a vasy be 
{Mabon fot te bent of ose. The difereaes See dened 











Ta a thorovghly clightened sissy, seriltaton will be cmt 
scl mee xtc of ptt in he reer 
i or amy people oenlectomy canes he personality 

far ore than werizaton bythe now techn gore. Mary of vo wos 
pur that loung deceodant It not Pal! 99 Bed ts lonog ones eye- 
tight. Nobody m *wersaially nered"; at ancient decrine i 4 

3 eomanne end theology from which sll tic, 

see, has bece Ged and thrown away. Nath 








"There in only one geauine imme: what will the conequeaces bed 
Can a atatennan today, working ia and dhroogh the prepostert 

_mechaniams of soci enateol which Americans act St to employ, rid 
‘the land of i seapid hordes by rome novel compultion whose after- 
effec are, on the whale, las iafsriocs to society at large than che 
‘onticned presence of the mupid? As for ihe wast snd mean, the 
tuner in too easy: Democrat, Repsblicans, Prchibitininy,’ aad 
Commnunits alike would act their faces fcaly priest an enlarged 
terization law for each group would see some of it own vital 
interes menazod, unless it alooe ooold fame the rules for vloctig 
thowe to be terized. Furthermore, all busiest on and financier, 

i Me pe, ee, Se” Pal by 
(soa 








STORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
regardien of parry and cresd, woald ight to the tuner end uny move 
vwbich promived to reduce gresty che total sumber ef people ox 
cards, Thetr sexmance mt be paraicolarly sted. 

‘The mand taken by Calvie Cooluige and Arthar Benbent rept 
veut fairly the eeafority opinion amoag money-geten and their 
‘Agents. Coolidge weat on record, years ago, ea believing that “thete 
cannot be two szazy of the right sort ef people oa earth; and his 
cnaing commmenta made 1 clear that he regerded av the wrong wort 
aly thoae with yellow skins, those who would not work hard, those 
‘who would aot ave mosey, and those wha despised and fought the 

raditions of America. Uritbene v eves rasher and stupider. He hus 

‘Gut what chs covstry moxt needs 1 three 
four bundred million people; they wosld gurramiee permanent 
prosperity. He has even argued that Texas alone coold and should 
‘contain fifty or aexty mullion smhabutcts, Here speaks the ree! ene 
tpecutator, as you tee. His vorce st alto che voice of the newapaper 
anes, the adverbheg ageecy, the fectory mun, and 

‘They want people, peopic, and thea more peopl 


0 they fancy, va their ignorance of popalavon Iam. 
‘Now, the ancient tenet of Chrutinesty harmoaize pectoctly with 
thin with, An Father Ryan correctly scater 1k, in the pustage just 
‘quoted, each haman being « mtrimeally eacred, and bit body most 
be treated with reverence: Mout of our joctal workers share 1a that 
‘View, at leant up to 4 certuim port, So do many intellectaahat re- 
tormers. It was « docirine of Herbert Croty's and amply detended 
Tt m the basi of 












































the Western peaple, which is egocentric cat and out. It hat beea 
carried ver intact tata most forms of non-religiove hamacitarien- 
‘em, 20. Tt wndartiy, i « peculiarly obecare fashion, the large pro 
‘gums of public improvements and education all over the world, 
:mort of which favolve the aseamption thatthe only thing wrong with 
jenvaroameat and hit taining, bence thet all men are worth 

‘them the bett teachers, che best homes, and the best 














‘Citizens of wealth aad saduence wall persist ra this convictvon, at 
‘out of stupidity but forthe reason that there i arach truds is che 
soe} 








founding» and schooling than woth his cacal sears. Tf 0 the 
thy a0t proceed onthe bas of lerviog the idvidual sone tnd a8 
frce au pamble uot te world be lives 1m been put sa order? 
‘Then, and then ony, shall we wo ueereingly wat remains be dase 
‘th pono Why tbe hase when vch «ee cig et 
open 

T fear oo radical cugeaue can anrwer thin He u shooting inthe 
ask For, a8 was wpteted a mamest agp, he can deSe the unde: 

rable types ooly mn teva of current seal winders, at Laxhlio 
floes Bat bow can he arate Siewelf or vs that these waadarde of 
{932 will be acepethte in 1990, ot sm 2100 or sm 3000 aD? May 
ti changes sn the eavtonevet and ia the ecooenve rytea. play 
{opay-turvy with prevashg eouont about aorsulity? My owe coo 
‘estonia, win Sty years, ix afew apts on earth, many people 
‘whe “fal chromteally sn covopariaes with sormal pernoon to muita 
Ghemecive as oyeful members of Ue organceed soaal ile of the 
Sue wl be leaked pos spear, wine who ctor wll 

‘Who w the "sormal® busocn man of our eeatury? Whoever 
‘works her, pracuvet thn clever In baying cheaply ned yeing 
dearly, evndy reckle price cotung, aad mrives o gender such verv+ 
tse to hie curtoaers as wl please etd hold them. But how i reckew 
‘pret exting deSined? Theres the rub. Why ahoald sara maa who 
nyt uy, the Iegee grocery woe xs towa, be ated mis 
‘eamforable sacome yet large eeongh ta anppert bien aad hit 
{aaaily? Suppose he tok shat wad and reduced retal pres acer 
ingly Tanaatly be would be deccasced by ail other merchant 
an ancaccal price cuter Zs voae commoztics, hn foes coald even 
fuart legal ction aguiet ir, 40 Tam tol, Of the “normal” an 
‘of cortacconting and prot taking, wich world be defended to the 
death by baakors und cw adional ecosomin, be would be loing 
money. Surety tat in “abooranal"t He would aot be geting 69 
interne on bi capital and ukiog out « 10% or 15% praft on operte 
Soon, over and above a lary = bimucl? and hu woe of $75 « week 
ach, And oo oa. 

ein eny 10 prove vat all bouiocucs could be wrecked if « few 
oer ence i ech Hoe thaaged ever we oighty ei re 


























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
oppositioas about the right of capital to enrn interest at «given 
‘and their prewupposiboas aboot 4 besicest buvaag the “right” 
imumortalize inelf by seting aide Sed ascounts for depreciaton, 
increased busines, and the ike, Why should aay bexizenes be imme. 
tal, may more thao the mea who run ches? Why not rin n buinent 
(0 the exsumnption that x will Live only ax long sa sa founder? That 
tmilght be an {arereniog intermediate ccotoac epee betweet the 
tmupidities of commmusium and the stpidiues of cram capitalum. T 
am not arguing ia favor of such w scheme; I merely recark that 
i one of « score of importact variation ‘of our meney-and-proft 
ryriam which » beter educated, Jam tepid generation my preter 

‘Take another uptem, will oroughly capitalutic; one which per- 
smite na wenith ta be iaherseed. That cay, for all T can prove, be 
\iUly—oe at aay be the wiser ofall. Whatever ot tara out to bey at 
‘u today highly “abnormal” Tm adoption sould throw all est pret 
‘at methods into confusion. For itis « bane thought of the monty- 
‘exd-prafit economy that « busioes mast grow of eve go i510 the 
dveard, To grow, it mux cake moce goods and sell more good 
For every expronca of indovry and trade, thea, people mur copsvme 
‘more; and there mast be more comsomers. So the present “normal” 
‘order ia eae 10 which volume of goods made and volume wed in- 
crease ueadily, while the Ieving wasdacd goes ea eiseg; at the vame 
tdme, the weeld population mutt lacrease apace. 

‘Now it is my conteatioe that this particolar set of requirements 
‘vate fil, i apite of the face that itis Looked opon asthe “‘aormal” 
‘deal by the “oormal” barioes men and the “corm” relipioat 
leader, Between 4 growing world population and « sting living 
‘randucd there In deep, seradeable acompabbiity. Aud we might 
su well jain it here, because it bears heavily upon the whole prob- 
Jem of world stupidity and ita removal. Let me exhubit this briefiy 
by commenting on the Pope’ recent excyclical, "After Forty Veer,” 
‘wherein he tiesto defend hit own Jioenmubt, or salvation of man 
0 earth. 

this signiscant documeat the Pope asremet with the “normal” 
‘osiness outa thatthe caprtaisesyrem must and aball be preserved, 
“He accept the “oormal” doctrine that moary et ins night a Jee 
shan mu anti popery eed ho hn ha 



































soul. In fact he wics slmow there precise words Founded on this 
reonomic dualiem, he thea rum xp the position af Rome thu: 


Es bsoucely meceusy so recotract the hole sespome 

tyttee by bringiag i back @ the requirement of mci) ysber 40 

Mp insteea sort cqulable discbtnce of the tated prose of 

fal and et 

Rieu earn atthe proletariat be easblnd gradually to ob- 
drag ceed by prope ine urea 
be accomplished any by fa and sat wage 

tra helo be soca realy sen thee 

{Dena of am Bonet working un, 25 lyf 

Forni 











ie require: 
ii penton but for 








th full evidence, that thie whole view, 13 
cof certam noble trai, is thot theough wath the three major wopidi- 
‘uum Tt betray a profound snseanitvity toward geography, atother 
toward human nature, aad x thrd toward spatbematea!-ogial re 
‘sions ia matter of food repply, birh rat, population increment, 
wages ancome, mugratios velocities, and rerulbog socal dstucbe 
ances, Later we may ws « small volume on this topic, which It 
‘vote iateretiag, Here let me bor! down part of st ergummeot, 

"This stopid old world now costaics oearhy 2,000,000,000 human 
‘beings, Thanks to those blioss who go the Pope's way in etter, 
‘of birth uncoateo!, each morning reveals shoot $0,000 extra mortals 
‘on earth. For every 100,000 who perish betweeo daws 1nd daws, 
138.00 te Dry, The et lsu eu he popula 

x of rst 




















ny inhabitants ex Belgium. Or post x than: every 
‘dia to the world g new France! 


of the proletariat all over the world. Agsion what wil he beve to 

ag oxt thin programe? Wages must, 29 she Pope 

legitimate requirements of an boosst worinng 

von but for bis family.” An admurable ideal, 
‘we all ay, How bring it to pas? 

‘There ia ealy one way. The cons of producing and diuributing 

te Good Tinga Life met be ever et fof people bat 
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foe alL How tower than? Ab! That is purely 4 technical problem, 
dfleriog with each commodity and wth exch sepon of distribute 
‘We laver the coat f wheat iz oae way, the com of coul 11 anotht 
the cost of medicine ia wall another. Here the Pope admits he hat 
0 right to intervese, and xo ability to advise. This the real of 
pee and the techov 
‘Ber we moat illuitrate sone of the techaiqeet becaute they Bure 
heavily inthe further developement of the game. Look, for wicauce, 
at the techalque of feediog 50,000 oewoamers every diy. Here is « 
tsk which oUr alleged wateamen aed social reformers ever face: 
‘Suppose thar the proletariat is t be raised to the prescat average 
American wandard of Hiving, at least in matters of food. (Ignore 
‘oromobiles, adios and Lipnvcks for the aoace.) Our American eats 
1m the courtt of « year about 1,900 Ibe. of food, dry weaght. To ralse 
this goarishmeot, tome fatmer max set wide and care for about 
three acter. (This makes dee allowasce for the graus of the cow of 
the dixcymas.) What is more, the farmer aa til thoke these acter 
‘more sioIfully thas our American farmer manages to do; for at pre 
cet the Larter sen 




















must ll ad pasture about 150,000 exira'acret every day, to kecp 

rear of the hungry horde, That's» tract larger than Chicogo und 
1 shade amaller thea New York City. Ia the coore of one yeas, 
shes hey oat colarge hr fl by $4,750 00 ares of god oi 
hus a mere 85,500 square miles of farmisnd, ladies and gente- 
tment Gre pach of plovand an hey mendes cusdethy rg 
than the envre Bute of Munzesots. Tt x9 snach mote haa all the 
‘toed farmland s2 the Golden State of Calsfornal It is roughly equal 
tw all the billable land o@ our eatie Prcific Coast. 

Do yan begin to see why it it that nearly 1,500,000,000 people 
the world are Innog either 25 semi-ttervation or else 40 clote to 3 
that they do not koow which bour may brag famine? Since 1920 
‘more than 330,000,000 people have been added to the worl’ bread 
line. A hosde sboot 234 times che pregeat tos! population of these 
United Staest A horde grearer than all [odse's| AI dh nince Herd- 
ing was clected President! A horde consuming, oa the American 
‘baie of eating, he entire yeld of 990,000,000 fertile acres rome 

where on earthy—or am expire af some 1,545,000 square sles which 
simon pracy the wan of China (That dhe eighteen prov. 




















TELos 
aces of the Republic, bot not incloding che great deseru of Mon- 
olux aud Tibee) Ax empire half agen a9 large ma Brinth Todi 
‘Aa expire six times the sxe of all Jupen. Aad all wchin the Ife. 
‘tune of 2 twelve-year-old boy sow going 10 ichool and heanag hit 
idera talk rhout the myeeries of che worldwide deprettoa! 

‘While these 390,000,000 exiea food-eaters have bece somi 
‘world Kaa bauly javeated machines, worked out sew filers of 
factory end offer tod, elumiaued ware, ccolersid traien und bons 
and planet, umpraved credit methods, end generally xo reduced the 
Iabor of producing the Good Things of Life chat « worker today 
can make two, four, oF evea tea times ut auch a8 x worker of Sfty 
yan ip. 

‘The vatt benefits of this higher peoductvity have 
the cuy mac's view the colonal ésorders ve the worl ie 
at targe, which remainn almore wholly sethun the ancient socile 
‘sconomie order Of the 2,000,000,000 people on earth fest now, nol 
‘more than 200,000,000 are eajoying. a standard of lviog equal to 
that of an Amencan garage mechanic. Of these perhaps 90,000,000 

‘in ove ows land wad the reminiog 120,000,000 are principally 
Wester Europe. 8, you se, there are some 1,800,000,000 people 
‘tho tive a cools, ag peamaot, as moujhs, 2» nixple mnvager—hep- 
ply mayhap, but sail pommve They are the Flesh 

‘Now, daring the past few years, the World has been rapidiy in- 
duttrabaiog the wayi of all Flesh, oe the terms Mighty tractors 
snvade Sumttra and create horizomwide forens of rubber trees 

becomet ane trapeadous sugar plantatan, dotted with gigantic 

"And every time a new fond-cagufecturing cachine gets 

somewhere on earth, it drives « hundred ot macre ancient 
into the cites 

“Thuther they deife, looking for work. Aod what do they find? 
‘What ean they find? ‘The worker there already eowployed are pr 
duciog more than anybody can buy. And the {,80,000,000 peataott, 
<oolies, outa and sevages out m the open fclis cannot buy evea 
the cheapett goods of city mille and country canneries 
pe moncy. They belong to ax anciest Way of Life, 
‘wan a trifle, They live ngtinat the wil, under the $0 
Of the eect south wind. 

folk past inte the citicg of Chins and India und 
Redes sn Gneclnd thy Bd pat 








































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
the city workers for jobs; 20, ander the capitals mstem of campe- 
‘oa, wages tend to faiL Bat the Pope plans to retain this capitaliet 
yuan bed at the same time 29 raise wages so that everybody can 
buy whatever he needs for a decrat wandard of lving. Caover® this 
into watitics and sce what i mach. 





tue wweamne per family; this makes four allowaness for what they 
tet from their xual fara ra the form of food aed shelter. Ta Europe 
femnant average berwecs $40 and $125 2 year Io Rains, of causes 








dtacent Living for Sazily of fe inthe working clame of America 
inaot be maimed on lew than 31,600 yea 

‘So tha, iC we accept the American workee’s Curent wandasds 4s 
‘gh enough to satu the Pope, then the wages of the werk 
‘rockers wall have tobe raed yx total whore order of magnitude 
57 $436000,00,000 year. Thi is mote thao Sve nape the eure 

ronal neame of ws America ie 1931. 
‘Reruca for a macent tthe mutter of cting coe of the ascest- 
‘uct and comfort of Life. Food wod clothes ea from 54% ta 66% 
tthe workers incoret A poor family max spend betwen 40% 
and 50% of all 1s income for victnla. (The average fot familien 

‘i clases of weal a 382% f the income) Clothing wey 14% 
40 16% of the mcome. Very welll If the Pope will ee wage, 
buying power, he mut cot the relator com of food and clothing by 
80%, Bot how? Here comes the great eauaglemres in hie gue. 

"There are oly two way of reducing food coos on greed sale 
‘One itt force farm wage aad farm food pricn dawn tothe coal 

the aiber to induuralize fumeang a 

doing’ (end asthe Soviet is eaderaking ona nale which cake all 
‘American operations Took Ike chld'y play). The Gru ay dfeas 
the Popes purpose. He wathes to deliver the world modkess from, 
aole poverty, Bo he ams reject iy wed we are glad he doct eo. 
“Thar leaves hum withthe second procedore 

Rome i irerocablycommined mechanized fering on world 
swide wle. The Pope cant do what Stale i doing, and with sider 
logic: for here there eae be no feeble compromises with the Past 
“hebben of 2000.08 pops caer be ed ee pe they 





























TELOS 
can pay onlom every devicz which ingzicos man can fad to grow 
‘und market foods cheaply is auad to the Lizzi all over the wold, 
Litewote with the growing and mansfacture and male of conn for 
clothes; [kewise with leather for ch eru for Bas, with 
lumber for hovses, with backs for house walls. 

‘Now, the costlier item in almoxt always Libor. As the Pope will 
‘aot pay the roller lew ot soe, it follows tht, au the wages rise, the 








 $O0hacce gras felds mart speed sbout $1.22 t0 grow ove bushel 
of wheat Were 2 Japaneve farmer ts ove bis prehintorie method 








Japenve pain mould con cout $6.6, if sot ore. Ts Kasws and 





‘UF leading farmert we the larger sstchiar wit 
tau hy daving Gat stove Ret dopa bt coy 
{tahuoe, have azeady cat the cow of rang « bushel of wheat wel 
blew 30c. Wich ton years the Rancan government, working « 
‘ili aces block, wit farm machines ee times Leger than 
{xy tow kaown, wil cot the cor of the bbe! to 35e. Jn no other 
‘way can the Pope mate the Living randards of Oe prota, He 
Stahayw Stalin tals Areca, 

a ae rasived lke faccric, de opt of cae man grow 
by leaps and boon Zs Aria coli may work one or two acten of 
soe. Ia Texan boy wth sachies eaniy handles $00 acres} and 
the day is near at heed when be will tke care of 2,000 cmalded. 
(That i 10 moored workers will handle 20000 acres in « block.) 
‘The the Teast boy amt displace 250 or ore coalet. Bo to with 
a basic erope which coesiete aboot 90% of mac' diet: wheat, 
‘corm, 17, bacley, oat, and Alfalfa nd hay for cen feed 

‘The displaced cooliea mast ve. But bow? If dary work in towah 
they suse produce goods which others mort and can Guy. Thit they 
fexanot do even for the 200,000 900 peonperoaysaioatei and town 
Yolk of the world. For the later already sur ovt moch mote than 
they themvelves can tay. Oa « four-bour wock dey ia « Brediy 
‘week, they coslé, with equiprcat already demsed, progsce a the 
onfoca of he for thcoarives. (This bas bora vere by industrial 
fSiginee) So che farm folk who Gock wwaward anot proses for 
Other fr tsa iy efor cso for ei eed 


























HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
back ia che bite. But, stay chey Inck property, income, and heose 
‘ogucmic nates. They are the Periahy of Prospersy. 

‘Now, would any private exputalut invest bilhons ia factories und 
sna raw materials to be sold to paopert oa terms they coeld meet? 
‘Atk Mesa Rockefeller, Ford, and Mellea. Buyers would spend « 
lifetime payiog for such goods on watalmecty; and the goods would 
bbe uned up years before balf the payments fed been made Well, 
thea! The gouds cuz be produced either by charsty or hy paveramest 
mandate. Charity is out of the gocaios i 

cof the game Te wa'e busines at all; leat of 














‘military campaign Any other country mght do lkewne; end, T 
suspect, several will follow the lead of Stalin ere another decade 
‘has patted. 

Tut che Pope cannot accept this varsanan of the Science Gambit 
1 runs counter to his techaique—and anyhow, it 36 t00 late. He 
‘opened with another game and wratagemn: and wt a x cule 29 
gue that he cent corall x mave aace made He smut go on 

fof Sects aed Coramonie: He mst go on 

wal-Labor toc of Society, wath ty sndviduatiam, 18 
competitions and all that these savetve 

‘80 he has lot the pretect zame but dott not know it yet. He hes 
contradicted himiclf in basmog berth control while demanding 
Ligher Linng standards. He cannot smprove the lat of the proletacis 
‘in a compecties ryuem so long at he encourages the breeding of 
tw city of $0,000 every day of tbe year and cestury. Only the miracle 
of the loaves and Sabet repented every moruiag could cope wih 
thet montroes sexeality. 





















Hece, then, jt our coclation and our return to the topic with 
which se begaa this dncumnoa, As scauoxic eyutem controlled by 
“normal” butinets mea ané “oo:zal” religions of todey cannot and 
‘not save the supezior people of the world from the plague of 
stupidity by tape of ines uxd government policies wack att 
toa, birth Contcal, ex whatever ele eends to block the further breed- 
ing of inferior types. Fer both mexbers of the domicant econemi 
cote lingo te meion of vaca, ach ahs bo mm cet of 
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fnteret is “aecred," hecce fate and seviclable. The business man 
‘nausea thet property s scred—and call t by that savage adjective. 
Capital bas an malieaable night m lve, > grow, and te prosper, Bo 
Jem than man. The selipces man, at the tame tae, thinks each 
i cred No mater how esxiple nor how vicious, the 
individeal has iaahensble nigh, among hich ars “fe, hberry and 
the purut of happusea” Now, the capitalist eoppart the chorch 
everywhere, at alwaya sa the past; for the church m the ehvel de- 
fealer of the enaung order. So we have « deadlock on our hands, 
‘if we look to the “eormal” socety of today. 

(Cam the world escape this deadlock and all the duaseeen which 
‘mnt come in it teasa? Only through some power above church and 

te and that power v xcience. Only through some rarthod which 

ther commerce nor piety, and that method is euper-prodacuon 
‘of ehote goods which mes cherh above shoes and Jewels and houses, 
namaely, the great votangibles of appiocse, hesld, lewize, pley, 
‘exereig, harlem thrills sccurity,self-reapect 408 the Joy of frien 
thipt Factones do sot masuficiere these, sor do pedélery set x 
vupoa them im carload low Baaken exanct discouat therm, or 


Ta part, men mut have material potseioa inorder to get and 
Joy these intangibles. But they ased few suth, and here they come sto 
‘onfhct with the “normal” Azoericas business man acd hie wtandards 
‘of prouperity. Ayuis, « pout w quickly reached at which sheer vol- 
tome of material potsamoce maker their ove vctoleruble and then 
tmpomble. You cua own 40 many vcuto of clothe that the tot! of 
dremnag and wadresung weart yuo cut; chen your caly garb 9 4 
thraud, and your oaly reward an obstuary notice in tho lacal new 










































"Tha fall appreciation of thie pele etuation came to Leni, but 
bh sew it through the Blorred specracler of Marnian metephyncy, 
‘This was a world tragedy, for te feeble ud at camer alow empid 
focons of Mare threw tis extaordnary geton clear of the tick 
sta tac when the peoples of Europe acried more tha anyting 
tien yore wcieatBiallyaecorae cape from capital religzon end 
‘eligion capitaimn. Rowia was isthe grip of the mort etioutcoai- 
Shas At he mee er ts wate ee pe 








HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
af a1 Europe in spite of cereale Byportcatitvites among the upper 
claaes Leaio sew locidly that te sation could not be saved by 
scm af the Ramanotly, who were mere exploiters, not by any piet 
of the Oreck ecclenarchy. How cat through it? Only with aa ea 
lightened despotiun, of coarse. Oxy with thorough revolution, 

"Weatern people are aiready tating dicatorshipa, All over Americ 
‘you hear men aghiag for « Mumolin. Englishmen expect their ova 
Lenin almor any Boor, The Germazs have » helf-Leoin and are 

los of enlarging him to fell length, In Brucning. 
a dhe closet approxch to tie only Land of despot 
‘who might, in the Jong ra, work thingy oxt well; for, 3 appear, 
Bruening has « clear, cool vteect that ie not pessened by the 
‘nsenitis of ange and paranoiacs aad strutet. And, wa the logic of 
‘events it would be eatural for Germany 10 be the Gra to fad aul 
tor through scicace by way of calightcood despot. By the ram 
token, we expect Rants to be the lat to maceeed in that direction 
FFor her deypom are dactraarres, while her masece are doll a¢ dito- 
aura, Which way America? 

‘Would that I might finish off thie Shoct Introduccoa with » 
bitiaat prophecy! Alas, I cannot T am anach too spd m mattert 
politcal. Above all, I az bailed by the placidity of ovr own pt 
fart, which sem to be hacdly above the Rusien Ty dus seeming 
‘elt reality? That is what T de not kaow and casnot ascertain. Are 
‘Azpecicane Like the dromy vohabstatts of a Southern village full of 
hhoakworm, malaria, eum and Methodsaen? Wall they let chings rite 
slong stupidly watil vcsetineg goo crasbiag down—and will they 
explode, kiliag, screaming, and bursing whatever Ley in ther puth? 
‘Our tynching habit and aur genere] byvterie suggent wich a oor. 
And yet... 

‘A Wattee softaes eens spreading here. The bitteracs ofthe patt 
twa yeaty of depromion, poverty, ieleocm, and diafovionment hat 
‘not aroused say sizable grovp t© brisk actina, be it good or bad. 
‘You hear much grumbling, 2 few cures, « twitteriog prayer for 
help, and Kitle mace. A million rained farmer, wo far a1 anybody 
can tee, have done aathing whatever to straighten themuelvet out} 
wall Jess have they rammed to the Redt—er 20 anybody ela, for thet 
‘matter. Dumb and drives cattle, sll 8o t90 oar white-collar clerks, 
‘Thay go to the talkies, they put their cigeretes, they trade stories, 
sa yop te gil he ame ld wy, Jr i the eld wee 
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nat wriching ia the thoes of w oem econemioscial evoltion. Aside 
from thete pital hesaacaques, we er a basdfel of ietlligeatakep- 
ties tropgling wlth the large: ator, while nearly al ergy 
‘reach a cers to Ged and te Bomcess leaders preach a feara f© 
formals. 

‘Aad what of the world at large? Never having wea the world at 
‘ncgp, Tum ay about prophesying. Bu shove gitpees which Ihave 
caloyed lead we 10 goes Gat nothing short af ome wnasleipated 
‘ight-about-fce, or ebe an iaternaotal bunkrspicy, or even te 
pendous epidemic wiping ovt half ¢ Billion mortals un « whif’ 
foing to deliver the world ac large fre wopidity. For T take th 
mean wo tags: Sow of al, the selatve nuaber of spud people 
Ito be greatly seduced; and thea too, the norvvors ae be, relaive 
‘a their word, la upid than we. Plow “aoreal” besinse, with 
doctrine of moncy aad pros, end “eocmal” religion, wth i doc 
fof the raced individual and bie ight t free spewsang and yood 
‘wages, can or will bring ether event to pam, is beyoed my campre- 

















foun?” 
Several hundred thowand reader Dave bees sting Mee 
‘words, aad I must now anmmer thes bitiog query. 





ful, forward-lookang atizade w leat an affaic of the intellect than 
of the baral metabolism, the glands, and one's history of health abd 
poise. Neverthelem thee it lo an ineltocml optqauim. Tt coos, 

‘of conclanions fsrly deawe from obvervetions impartially made 
"The brillant, pertnacioos, and analycal reader wo hay matched 
‘with ou thot far han alreedy opied the larger promentories of hope 
wv rugged, bletk coart of fact. He notion, above all that the 












swell a the henry of wit, dhe delicate no Jem thn the hardy. Eyez 
sis] 
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the sapid enjoy this uzw exvicoemect so thoroughly thet they will 
never turreaderit oftheir owa free volition ‘Therefore, at 1 becomes 
‘nure firmly established, i¢ will, so be sure, ful m exterminate the 
\wupid for many geserations; but, on the other band, unlike the ald 
‘eavironment, it will wot usy nor expel the xemitive. Sa, yoo ver, $= 
‘enormoos sdvance ha beep made 

‘Now let os see the mechatico aod peychice of thik the verter of 
all social changes. We may glimpse it brief through the amazing 
destioe of population. For day, at never before, the mnliplication 
fof children depeads leat on the old aacaral factor of diseate, nat 
tiga, religion, and ecauamie conditions than oo sdacation sad the 
resolve to masatain s higher living nandard, Broadly devcnibed, the 
‘rapid paople are will Gronding Lke rabbute while the keener, beter 
tnformed clases are whiting down their progeny to the va 
oat 

"Already the trae aarurat increase of American popolation hat 
ropped close ta zero. This proves, to my way of thinking, (htt we 
‘adapt to the new era more sovelligently and more promptly an 
other people, Fer, as Locis 1. Dublin and other natuticians and 
tociologu who bave fivea this abject much thought bel 
Aeelining birth rate is alanowt wholly debiberate The records 
[New York Birth Cootrol Clove are regarded a typical’ out of, 
10,000 women wha vitited it for admee, shoot 9,300 had preniutly 
been anag tome contraceptives. Ever Catholic women do this, in 
Sat (and highly senwdle) violation of the orders of their supi 







































Pa 
‘This new enlightenment works 10 two dicectiony: it redoces the 






people. The health and counfort of amall farses 
the large; and a together with preventive medicine and public 
foygiene and scieanfie hocsing, Dublio and Lotka have reteatly 
published analzee indicating that, if the provent condition contianet 
Unchanged for four more generatins, ao fewer than 40 out of every 
100 Antericene witl be 50 yexrs old or alder. And the efit of this? 
Let the prophets mike the fooe! 








“Young peaple wil aot be in the waddte a1 they are now, a 
the simoapbere will fe consequence be much mare bet end con: 
‘eres /Ambiiou schemes ich cay the coneniaed ene 
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pf yout can carry hough aad hich have played so large part 
Dur zavocel developmest ill moet haely be Qucoursged. Tax 
Mead of expazion in oar dexand for goods 08 

teil be contraction: ianrad of fakes, there 
Sarl probably go down and dee we fe 
or Sob, R very dutucbing prctuse mod could b 















ned of the 
dinorted toad and ecooacte conditions whsch nay revalt from 
the changed loteraal argantsiton of our future mctety « 


Dablia feels that as soon ax Amesicams realize the menace of bieth 
controt, “a veal efort will be made fo alter the utusuoa" Tn a 
‘word, he looks upoo the whole trend us deadly, at lear 

















ruled by the middle-aged whichis coowersbly roner than any rf- 
dBi of yout ever recorded, Aad ww aot «fant! 

"The real foundatioa of Dubli's gloom w cle:ly sated io hia 
smndy. Baye he: “Ta the leat analpny, nombers will count” Bo, be 
feely, countnea hike Ruene will eves the mvuted eivccines of 
Inds like France, Holland, and Azerce; for the Jon young wll 


override the entecbled middle-aged. 


Thus wall be more and mere true ea the como 
when difierent politcal, social sad economic deals 
wp: “The near facure mil probably see ne semblance of 
une and suber peoples Toe rapa sretd of due 

‘of popular education troughout the world will make for 
quality, exoept x numnbera pet the bulunce. Te snd 
‘ill more and more come vaio hia own. Under rach coodiuoay 1f 
the people of Ruan, of Tedin, and of Chins continue to peo} 


the earth wl hey Sot 0 all probabil, be the donating 
focace ie ease” fe " 











Here Dublin fail to appreciate the Web of Life, io all it ix 
tricacy. Above all, be has overlooked the chaagrag relation between 
the eexpid and she aorellogent, berween the ambiuanless and the up- 
ward niaviog. And, as an ttegral part of thu overught be bas ited, 
bby a wide ypread the stapcedoos, wholly aforesera influence of 
‘aniversal education and individes! opporasity ar a check spoa 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
polal equality. Our Shor Tatradoction will have been writen 
EE vio if we oat emblsh the high probability of w bette world 
order wherela the very fac which Dablin coonders eval prove 
tlost Uiopies. 

‘The inner tend ofthe Super Machioe Age, now about to besa, 
‘ill be way from political equality; away from the wciows dom 
mton of mere aombern sway from the ule af youth away fr 
(he miserable money-aod-prost rruagics ef egoceotsi, power md, 
{ror loning yong Napolezot of wsmeese eactey aad puabeat i 
{eligeace, fr wile-es Dublin foreess—work towerd am ismense 
qulibriom of human fess, the world over; und wih this mom 
{4 decline of induszy 42d bonieen, clave to healt, wealth and 
Happiness How wll the oew talance be eruck? Lat ta conjecture 
a Hae i the Baht of popalaon statics and the kaown facts ebout 
ulrue, mackisey, eclal techalque, and geography. 

‘Lat os evame, t2 Dubioo dow that dhe presat natural bth cafe 
‘will rent an Americas reacbieg, witha u few yea, hes peak 
‘opulevon; ay, a» Dabi doc, ati willbe about 148,000,000, 
1970. (in ay oma previoztly published mudies of celeted topic, € 

se asrecaed 1975 to be the ches of American culture; and tin, 
am pleased to observe, bermonizes nut prisingly wich Dublin's fore 
‘auto the popelatoa cxrva) * Bet let we aio ike sto vs reckon 
lngather profound wendoci lrady well revoguiod, uch > 

The spread of Super-power ali over the white man's world; 

2-The re of Super farms, particularly forthe growing of basic 
foodsulls rach as gr, gras and c0ot Cope, which make up 
smo than three fourths of how dit 


types of workers a9 2 reolt of laxproved organizatiog, techmqura, 
and machines is scary al indosries; 

‘+The almost equally swift drop im the relatios gumber of high- 
‘grade scientife and profemicnal workers require; 

‘SThe meady emphasis on service eather thas on manafactured 
commodities, witb the result chat core and more average and suh- 
recage workers will shift from the factory to various personal 
services 
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and jobr; the saperiority, while 
the iafecor reach the limit of their ataiaraents and fad thert vor: 
tlonal Tevelsaccordiaglyy 

‘7—The slow but wuz decay of antique concep 
and personal Liberty, remelting Ia & aew sciestific appre 
viduals and rely in term af cblectve conequeas 

BThe decay of world expires and great fatey, moat af which 
wall probubly become confederations af niper-citien which will be 
i 














‘slo; the countey 
{ratland of else becoming a chau of wuperfarey operated like 
‘immense factories; 

9—The expansion of the ncw air conditioning technique 1a the 
paint at which the macsfuctre of climate become» public iit, 
nich ae electricity, get and mater today; and entice citer are in 
regions now onwkelesome for white people, al roofed or otherwise 

ted agian the evils of the dutict sa the form of damp, galex 

ust, cold, and sects; 

10—The tremendous increase of leisore among all clue; with 
the utilizing of dou isvure on « gigantic wale by the highly raelligrot 
men and wemen berween 35 and 70 years of age, 10 the outcame 
hae these upper age groupe will progrew far beyecd all otbery 
their ericanfic knowledge and theic techaiquet, chut becoming « 
oennant clans; 

11—The slow but sure trantfer of social and political activitien 
to young people and to muddie-aged women, under the gundance of 
techaieal specrales; the affair of the group thus abyorbing « can 
Aldcrable fraction of the quelury labor ‘released from industry and 
‘bavinca; 

12—The complete subordination of iadatty and trade to public 
wwellaze, probably ia many diferent forma throughout the worl 
coumualem, tocialimn, the New Kogland town meeting, and cany 
other vaciations being med, according to racial and culrara is 
(orem and aptitud 

1d—The early divappearance of large armies and asviee, sat a9 
4 rv of ps clighenmeat St purl hong te dominason 

















HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY =. 
‘Of the world by = small groap of scicorists and caltsal leadeea who 
force the veramenu iat ditucmamece through the threat of anaihi- 
lation by pource gay, germ long dietance explosives vod perhaps 
deatroctve agests en yet wholly undreumed of. Such a group of $60 
‘or 1,000 individuals will some dey beebie wo ead war oa thoct nati. 

‘A scare of wher teadevcics, more or fas active and vine, wall 
‘gare in the great changes that ie sbend, But man's mid seein b= 
fore the tauk of calculating cher rteractous; and, a8 Yeh 90 s0"- 
chine hes beea bout to handle the istegral equation of szial chang. 
‘Av far av the taker can spas the moriag panorama, however, be 
unt be ‘optim; for he mort behalé che meudy el 
anon of tbe stopld theaugh meny freah forces wn nature and in 
swciety, all of winch gave more power co the keea, the alert te 
foresighted, and the uperght,esabling thera to be rid of the aaper- 
ftinous, the dirt, the deat, the fuoabeuns and the ecousine 
Annuece which hitherto have growe out of dal wat. But, before the 
‘world can shelter more milion of the pezior, ft sou exeresnate 
the bullion of ropud Az era of dimmsbieg popelaton ier aheed, 
‘his wo purge th nce of Copy oc he a ‘bance 

a his ropes place, a2d—vt may be, ater tong ceniur 
trae eae ¢feah acres ofpeoptege Sar han soyehng the 
past bas knows. 

'As, ducing the next five o sx geoerations, deus, ooxv0es tect, 
nercolicy alcohol, bad food and lack of food are weadily vangusbed, 
the relative number of stoped people will fll fast. At» long-raage 
quer, I woud my that the yexr 2000 wil probably sce en end of 
those vatietes of mans rapidity in the Ussied States and mo the 
smartest Wars Narre Burp, Cold we mene 
the phenerenon ins SVE uy, rege ure at chat 
hee would belly «95% Gece in Ge Goes tnd ogg 
cof mind eaused by these eay plagues which smite stomach, blood 
find nerves from withont. 

"Were no other improvemeat ia human affair to enase, ths alot 
would warrant roey optimum for the futere. For, (a my judges 
these pathological smupidices, topecier with tote brought an by 
bdecnourisheset and salasteiucn, oxtmeigh all ethery even the 
tebe epi of egmanics ota oe ig pot for Poli 

"Now for she nex: white ray of Bope! 1 
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ain thet education 


cannot convert the smpid to» bener seauvity; 1nd that seeate 
‘loamy, does it not? But thece a atother mde to this predscton, 
Schoolt and improved home treaing can produg.oualy enlarge the 
‘isloo, the judgment, and che policy of intelligent young people, 
‘leh special refereare to the haedling of the wrupid in bonne, 13 
ong, und ja polisien Thus far we have atirined « pew 
vwindom anly toward the dregu of duloes; the feeblersioded and the 
sub-everage wit are now being broaght under surveillance; the lowest 
of them fit, because there Is least pare over their character and 
their thceat to civilization. As the decades melt wey, Lowever, th 
teligeat public, which will—as we have ahowo—increuse tel 
tively both sm szrsbers and sa power, enll increatingly serataize 
children 19 school and adale seeking somportan positions; kad ex: 
pert will gather date of behavior, by mecbods euch more refined 
sind selinble thse any yor ducovered, 1a the end of appreiting capac: 
{uek Lite by little the cheep will dous be separated from the goats 
enon, fair than mer ela o eval cau 9 fy 
race, will determine ote's potitven wad poteocy an the uppE 
level of borne face, anfoertmect Aaa came Ce 
than ever before to waning or foting on the Bune of ux own eer 
o order to do this, he wail aurrender thote Scritious “nalieaxble 
right" which make hiow “sucred” aed “avolabie" to the preery- 
alized culte If he wishes fo preserve this holinet, he anos abutas 
fram ambitions to manage man and large afisiry 
[Now obtetve closely how thie tread mot wock out. In the course 
of the next few boodred years « wholly ecw standard of “ormality" 
vill slawly take form Schools wall age it a the ban of curricula 
sed of promotian. Tedhatry wilt adopt ut fn the electing of men for 
‘executive and technical para Mere and more, the genuinely 
‘ill win out, while the incompetent lose cot. Aad among the I 
the wors of the stp will be found. So, you se, the atuprd al vi 
ower in the economic veal, heace also in the wocial and political, 
‘epect thu wall tke place wo slowly chat oaly the keexent aimed 
‘beervers wll perceive itr developeneat this any ordiowy Years 
‘of the next ccatmry or two. Afterward it may accelerate, thanks i 
the bulking of public opinion belued ct Cerataly well before the 
year 7000 i will be uterly impowble for a son of Cyclops Ike 
‘Warren Harding ro eater the Wate Flom, of aoe ike Karchener 1 
coor snhingfroms a war dows tow seuny fa. The malone 
fe 






































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 


who pay taxes, who endure the miseries of war, who vutler through 
evonomle depressions, mil, as they grow anore intelligent and berter 
Informed, iasist upea the mame right and neceasiry wo inspect the 
inner workings of « man sho wishes co ell hisneif to them as mus- 
ger a1 they now cxrrcae in analyciog the waret they dzink, the 
eel they bould fate eraiza and antpmobules, end the drugs that go 
imta 4 doctor's prescreption. To cater public affairs one will thea 
cuase fo have any privacy. The sacred ego wi 











top; he may, however, ran the elevator and sweep obt the ofc, sf 
‘he winbes to heep hie tabu, Thus aball« civilized salnority path back 
the fodden horde. 





at eave, the ltde Booher of fois hicahaoed, Balt 
‘makies who, by the age of twine, wally forth sith ti a 
fashor aad tay the lumbering bisa The freak childs oo frail for 
this sdvencure He has the bigh-crung nerves of modera, together 
at hie ne, He shud 









Dende the fre ia the cavern. His feadamental heath w exetleat, at 
smnderae would mesture it, bat he ia hypersensitive 10 everything, at 
comes Mi: Fa, de ie 
fongher brorhers and parents tot tod drudge for him. 








Chotnads of yr ltr, be wed dag wo bebe expound tothe ee? 
ments by bon vers mother, Ang in many prefuoric commnitien, 
‘is Kind ‘certaialy died of Tike ies, cheoopes dol! ooglect, 

‘Now, in much this eame manzez, nght dowa ‘0 out ows deg, most 





pus . 
In exchange for food, sheer and physical protection against beast 
sod foe, the clever bat gives the stupid whatever bencit might 
accrue from bis cunning, hie meory, and his nimble thought To 
other words, che priat ad the witch doctor and the misstrel—che 
_reat tio of intellect on primitive levele—have requeried the coc. 
fea folk to fech them ond to gee them cules, and and 





guard over thems ia troablowt times, For these simple services the 
heed has been surted through pesileaces and guided in dei bunt 
heie wacs and their 

Trin ehms even today. Does not the public support high school 
sand colleges, a4 well us teehaical istitutions? Do aot clever euaidt 
‘and youthn atead dese? Do they act get scholarships from wom 
‘poblic purse, Uf they prove able? De they not roeive thee education 
foe aa little 49 oneteath of it trac cant? That dose, do they at 
render ervice to the multitudes who thas indirectly have given them 
the coursines of Ife, the bread eed butter, che roof over cae's head, 
the thoes on one's feet? 

‘Corporations, buszsem anes clubs, women's societien churches, 
‘and all sort of crgacizations are mipporing these superior und: 
‘more and sore. Ta America it has becece a religico—and well a 
it, or it fa the St Saw of human nature shar the clever think for, 
the dull, while the dull drodge for the clever. Bot now appears « 
trange shift in aft. Go far as my ows readings and Intcaings 
‘can teanfy, aobady has perceived i¢ except apselt—and I hope I 
‘am not caaled. Here 1 the startling discevery—abe New Freedoni 
of the Beat Mindat 

For the first knows tie ia the carver of mankind, superior da 
talligencer can coholly dispense eth the aid of the dull and 
‘therice inferior. Hence Utopia is already poxible, And it will 

ar « eaficienly large muraber of saperiorintll- 


















‘There are, in the world today, at the mow conservative entmate, at 
{east 70,000,000 mea, woenea and children among the Eaglish speak 
ing peoples nlane wBots intelligence sarpassce chat of the other 170,- 





populeion Neatly al of then are cancentated in Haglan, the 
‘United States and Caneda. A few hundred t:ooands arn acattared 
Jeegely in Australis, South Africa, end the minor 
pact of the Beltuh Empure. They have wo anicy, 20 group conscious 
‘eee aow; they exist parely ax» etatinical eon. 
“They include wide thee ranks homands of beam 
can invent, manotacture, and we every tool, ceery instrument, and 
creep eau tod ned fo he mang and sng of 














MISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
all the necemiticn and comfocs of lite. They cam axake chemical 
fener sl the weil, apply toe subllettecheigues of intevive an 
extenarve cltivaton, prepare belidieg material erect Iomse, ret, 
tnd factories, make tertle, shoes, ued whaiover else they crave 
Fonhermoce, they can do al this with only « weal fraction of the 
phi cxertioa to which their meatal falda woold be ut. One 
Fall boy cam plow, plat and harvest SOD acres of gra, axing the 
Fine devicen Aotoratic machinery rednce hewvy labor 0 4 van 

pint 

‘Now, good tetder alll Lacsch of ato the bive and ail » wp 
ube for « moment Imagine « Seper-Realtor with « Bet Mind 
(Gt shat intr x comredietion).umog on the notion of 2. 809 
Development o# Terge, let sx emome, oy Warhlegion and Oregon 
combined. He ascmbics he trace—ind a might a8 well be fat 
smurvelous Puget Sousd tegion, shove elite and soi aft 40 pet 
fecty voled tothe highentitllecoa! and phyical development of 
sua, It ould be eaty to ed lovely homer for 2,00,000 of the 

ee wf cur Hoglih speaking peoples there. And wt would be ail 

for this magnificent popaiation to lve the hfe of Riley, hav- 
Tegal de uxoriydesited by smelsgent peopl 
ar four hours « dey of lor, most Of wich would Be Title mo 
hes puthing Suton, pulling leven, checking vp on vample ri 
and she like: Tha eizrenry of Utopia sould be plagued with no 
tummy x0 anocook o creneal defectives, mo instae, a0 ery aria, 
‘ba egoraniacy, 20 huge factory town, no tenements It would be 
the beploning ofthe fine genuine emission on earth 

Tapin thi fry tne for one porpose; it wosMd enceasce you thet 
the Hex Miodh caa be their own hewert of wood end deawert of 
wearer, can defend therwelves, can anfeguard thei propery, can 
Keep weil and happy n every seapect without the services of x tngle 
servant ot valet or charbertzaid or baler ot erect rwerper or ditch 

igger o farm huad whose mzotity is wafeio to chat of « bright 
igh school graiuate. Such « Utopia szound Puget Sound wonld be 
the preci opposite of Cabforsi, which throngh a sents of me 
fortunes, Blunders, and geographical cecetricitie, has teoome 
fad with a sul, exteediniy coaforable bourgromn al of whom 
bard work is performed by + horde of cooley, Tesh, Mexican, 
Jpsncre, Csiore, Armenia and what aot; while, between rane? 
sit er we died vv alle, at or mide caw 









































TELOS 
ot setied farm und, refigiony crank, freak artan, teamph, petty 
strate, and thereat of the use re-ral that pou ito lavely land 
‘Over which ag wtellgent control hay ever bees exercised. 

‘Aa mith the Enghsh wesioag peoples 20 with thr Germans, 10 
with the Rumans, and—on a much exaller tcalo—to with the Bran. 
inavians. Bach linguistic group embraces voperscr people ix eum- 





Dera anfiient ro create, by these mete confieoce small ates nod 
societiea larger than ancicat Athens, at ite ealtural priste, O10 
finitely finer than ancient Athens in that there would be So alkvet 
except the machines and the chemicals and the current through the 
clectne cabley; no submerged class, 29 (yrenay, Do demAgogue, Do 





enor begun Nor would the iadurnaluts and Soaasiera of the 
[present great contrite have the lightest cause to dread compentic 
fram meh communes 1a the wotld export trade; for snteligent 
‘people would have no interest wo che sort of Gghung for duns 
‘marke which has beamrched the Wesrera hordes for the past out 
(oF Give generations Anzhow, they would be oegLysble fac 
‘world of giant like the six great duductory axtoes. 
‘Lat us get back to earth with « doll thud. No Soper Realtor is 
‘going 19 take over Washungice and Oregon ve your day of mine, 
‘But, with every pasilag year, the superior people of the wotld are 
iukely to become more clearly amare of their new freedom I have 
teeny witnemed the fictt {aunt go» of tix sundry movemeata to 
lauaeh small commacites Here and there a real netate devel 
kas actually revcicted the sale of honses to professional men and 
their immediate felics—an weminakable sign of intcertael clan 
At 000? A few amall uborban towns bave tried £0 



































Jteticernal phytcal, and mocsl. 

‘They may move in skilfully segimented units of between 1,000 
and 10,000 fails, carefully baleaoed at to sll, tutes, phyrique, 
DBatinnalstcs, eaguages, nd other factors. In all animportist ex- 
temnals, thee bands will remiod the observer of the migration of 
the early Poritant iato New England, or of the leter Mormons into 
‘hao of te wid Deaton its Manito, Bu in ll ener 





HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
eapects they will ier ately from such wasdecen. Among thea 
ot a dull soo, oot 2 xupid bigot, at x crank, nor amy igeerames 
fave the babes in art. They will not Sghe their way, they will buy 
icant take receipm well wetzewed and arteted, you may be sore. 
‘They will arver decam of empire, but only of sail welf-aaficiont 
communities in which everybody cin know everybody else. And 
‘the absolute Limit of size, both as eo area und peopleage, will be 
Jum that, he potentind rangs of ediecuve acquaintencestip, Beyond 
that cangs, civilization diet oat. 

‘A century hesce, countries Iike Sweden and Deomark my have 
stamped out te seapid mane by birch coatzel, by taxxtco, au even 
bby indirect Sepormuon through stfutiog employment to worker 
‘below a certain level. Five huatred years hence, what? 1 leave that 
‘to your owe fantuay and lope. But T thunk ttt» great change Ut 
on the way. And, as we draw pcar to the end of our wanderings 10 
‘the country of Cyclops, I will regals you with epother visi, 

‘As the world becowies « nagle comasity, through radio, sele- 
vision, interaatioaal trade, tranapolar air travel, the cootral of wb> 
{netic aad tabequatoria! chinase io estien, wuper farming, stern 
‘ional public hygiene, world arwapapery, and the lcady decay of 
nincteemth-<entury aatconbem (wich will boga to wane rapidly 
thot 1975},4 whey evel redatnbunon of population wil tomy 
‘et in. Tanzad of followiog the old, old cbacaels of aational hon 
aries of of seasooal inbor o¢ of terrtorul explestaion along roa 
Ber, (¢ will go ia whatever ditecrion vances socil class prefes, 
Iocdican of ancient ruler. For example, the eejavaneted English 

reatiemen may spill over into Keays, (I am told thet this 
1s being strongly urged soday under the aegu of sone lee thea the 
Prince of Wales ) The marveloss pletexs of Cofombia mey Gil up 

‘Lata itellecteals Toe mast desirable consi 

‘Colombia cary well Become cas of the world’s 
centers of ioellectual Ife, slong with the Poet Bound. Ia shert, 
unt as erery great city ends to break up 290 wexpkborboodt, each 
swith Its own type and clas of citizen, 10 i time will the cart. 
‘Tearel will transcend nave and space. And dhea the hi 
without reorting to eugeaie attacks upos the wade 
the Jeter. 

"These exe aby thee rooget reasoos for optician. A few anaor 
sequen igh ede Gm bt Taal coment pet wih 





























TELOs 
sulyon nd that hau do wich te ping ofthe examasie er 





tral evangls ori ibe of 2 polaician have wcczeded ‘a domioe 
‘whole een aad race They have Soca the rpirechces pallida 
ofc cl erent «pone of goed Vat i he dy 
‘But, us time pane, hey ate doaced 0a veedly dima 
hing iaucocs tor ia coralary fo nereal of out math propo- 
son, The woeld grows dally more cumples and moce densely pop- 
lead. The indverdoal, oo exter bow sble, become relatively tom 
att lew pots. Already the wed af lite exzeds Ou ability of the 
reset fetus, bes to eaderasd ort cootral human eves. By 
the mime thea, the dell wit weks isto decper abyuca of rniVe 
tears sd inpeuace wt tea by matty cnc 
‘point. What ean» mores do today an any fatRe coustty By 
tray of daracbing the peice? Lede mre than tbrowiog bela 
hroagh windows or artung alo waytaer witb watecabile 
‘Wall he higher orders of the stupid are uferiog mach the same 
retraction: tbe abr, they aze ail « thouendfolé more dangerou 
fan the out and-out orga, but we ve them readily lx cut 
‘Aad thou who (al by the waywde eaten are the nupsé egoeestl 
‘who eztve power oz fame” Az epoceatie who would go fat tof) 
tone be Blewed with « vigcroes peraoeality n which wome Brains 
dave bean mined. 

Let the stupid vncreve Tike fie, then. They eassot rwamp nor 
rot the intelligent clawes. They cemase a measce otly to loog a0 
tre ourelves commis the eupedty of reperdiag thelr pertont at 
(eved, a gruxtog then snalecubie igh, of allowsag them jst 
fs many vores an angbody elie, aud of prowcdiag them as wo protct 
ove who wre words wile. 

Hiebert the topid have always Sero able un overwhele he is- 
tcligeor by vistwe of politcal power. aus ancient Groce) Tut 

‘od Rome. Thos al over Exvope froma Ces: to Mawel 
carom the herd? How trncend poles? Toiskersof Ge old éyime 

icecely believe we advance bet by culargug the herd and creating 

108 poles In plsce of the prewat pty aalioeliene Ta i 
sublet form this wiutios ia expremed by the World Coort and the 
eof Nationa ‘To evicize wt aily ve a Yeantong ealeptite 
‘Seah ¥ da oot recut ue om: Bt me geo ear 
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ence exore (for at leat the hundreds om, 1 think) a9 believing 
{hay whale fatcaationalim sa 4 paleal form may tere a cxeful 
(purpose in rallying the muperior clames of the world, :t cannot delive. 
The race fcom the evla f war 403 econamic cvalnen, Had we 
Inondzed pages ia which 10 explain thin belies t could be show: 
that af boca the fatal Gawe sath League of Nations end all othr 
invetacinal poludealscheaes thas far propored in ear to thal 
sn the polioct of New York Cary Its pychologeally umpowibt 
te amity the imerea and. prices of w ondred racy Nev 
Irandred dsmunct, conBhetng customa and speaking fou and forty 
languages It oenemucaly unpowable to unly Gem Leng © 
soane ate very rich wile other ore pauper, ome azecultred wale 
shes nc incrant, ome sant on test own tuperioriy while othert 
Hight tobe treated at social egal, acd some secredy crave the po 
season of other. Fieuly sat the te of tie present write — 
DShically tmpowuble to exublch an ifermanon sernce adeqaate 
fo the needs of « world ancagec. We ate waable to et up such 
‘even for the Umted States, though a0 dovbt the Congrew 
allot fuads for research looking to that end, were the member 
it that group cot metably nop; caacerably, afer twenty yeart 
‘of scientific study wad experiment, we might develop a mechan 
{or pooling and orgassing sewn to verve the governrnen trnewhat 
‘a ihe Weather Bureau now serves farmers aod alors. 

‘All these Bandvcape appear the recent roubles which the Leegoe 
of Nation bee experienced wit Japse, wo Manchuns, They mt 
Teeppett in every cash of ttgee To overcome them, it 
































‘somie system of the warld. Nol We mist seck aalvation in other 
directions. I inclie 19 look to Supermachines 


‘The Industrial Revolution marked man's grestest secent sucorm in 
overcoming dhe weaknew of bu enclen, Disatehed with his abulty 
inhog ad moving og sb be ole eerie of tra 
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snd cout. Firat he turned thetc to account as « better beawa; Inter 
bbe arceicrated their discharges and attained speeds uadreamed cf. 
‘Soon the exermouu profit and ceaveniences af this oew masicry drew 
thanseeds of iaveatigators into laborstories; today thee sxfazmph in 
‘complete. It in stictly trac shat they cax develop and whlur x 
hhundredfald more power thes the human race yet knows howto Mle. 
‘As 0oc eminent expiacer told me, some Yeart ngoy he would unter. 
take to ign 4 contract for bailding 20 oceta lance which would 
row the Aantic is forty-eight hour uf somebody would poy, fet, 
the high cart of wm enginet and, seccodly, if people would travel 
a the cotraption. The oaly Timi: to dhe furcher wee of power isthe 
profit in it 

‘Our world is awry today largely becanse of this glut of available 
‘cncigice which step up the fealty of man's body. For helf « mition 
‘or more year society and all ct conoens have been founded upon 
fangural assoroptione regarding bumen powers, AU these avomprons 
‘90 longer hold; ence scade and evra popular morals are being 
imcived. The world moves toward « novel reahigament. We cancot 
‘underttand what it uw likely to be onless we contemplate the prycho= 
Jogieal phaser of ic To do thus we avast go back to elementals in 
hhutoas outere. 

‘Man is an elaboration of the seesory-anotor retlea—but what an 
ladacation! Millions of rach arcs overlap in bur central nervous 
satan, whtte they weave into action patterns of inconceivalle com- 
plexity. Yet thera are naly three things which thus thing celled rund 
‘an do with its eavironmest. Fire of all, it demeu, notice, and 
nolated forces and ntastions here; the is seomtvity in wll ite axpecta, 














and cedaces the ftsau of expericace as reccived chrough the sentes; 
9 thinksag process, whach includes all thet we call 





‘elestion, aad inference, Lastly, mind. scte— 
land normally st uct foward someting in iw saceouadingy whch 
‘aadeavor fo change, (aot ia exence then Ia ity reiaton fo the indi~ 
‘vidual. This i the foal pha: of boasan behavior. Withia the three 
phases all personality is embeaced. 

‘Now, aI have sald, mn's mighoer victory bes been the magui6- 
‘ation of bv muncle power throngh the ate of phytcal and chemical 
‘oergiea upped in bu surroundings. What rexavas to be done? Tro 
things, each even more marveious thes power tppiag. Firm of al, 
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HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
en in the immediate future must mageily their sasticitiee, See. 
‘cadly, they mast magnify their thinking, Ase ches wild decamu? 
[Not at alll We bave bexva both campeigat ezeady and bave made 
marvelous progres sloog exch Live of march. But, oddly enough, 
‘we bave not yt gune quite far enough to realize folly our dest 
Aloe, Ler me describe Ie vaccines. 

‘Throughout this Short Introduction we have observed, over und 
cover agale, weak eyes, weak ears, weak tonguey, weak Dots, weak 
shia sense’ organy, weck kizewhete equipaent. Imperfect cas- 
‘tac, al, with the outer wotld! And how frve we rooght te improve 
them? Well, long ago, ingemocs spirits devised ypectaces to clarify 

others made first ear trumpen aed thea electrical sound 
for dulled ears; sll others bule telescopes that bronght 
the invisible remote wthis eye range, while others invented mucto- 
scapes that did the same oth the miaumal realities Au T set down 
ib, wn October, 1951, « group of acication were photo 
ub the Rochescer Inboratorses;« new exter 
picked op only infresed rays were ward Tt 
‘a now powble to photograph stars tice mayrutudes emaller than 
any hitherto wichio range And anybody may be scepped va total 
askew quite onewares. Thur gesies heightens our semmiteines 
through mechanics and chematry 

‘Why 1s i that milhens of people, the werld over, tity that 
‘Thomas Edivon served wanking more succcatully than any other 
docen men who ever bed, be they soveatort or txteancn of 
Iypous leaders or artiou? To me the anrwer soem pina: fit sod 
_mont dezzlingly of mortals, dha voprems gesiim exlneged the time 
space fcld of man's sensitivities. Prometheas brought Bre; but Ei 

and sound. The ear, the eye and the memory of 
he common man took ia more expercaces with lew effort and leat 
low of time Oban ever before unce the sce Sint come down oat of 
the north Even Cyclops could wee 10 core and go after modown, 
‘heaks to the incandescent lamp; the beete could also watch bis 
‘wm pane and lve in places he had mever vuited, toaaks tothe mation 
plctare; and be epold mmortalize a own rede voice onthe phono- 
raph. 

"True, Faison did aot derectiy attack che problem of sematining the 
orgens of perception; bat he completed che prior tsk of converting 
otros ed res fot em Bx which wat mer wy pr 






































TaLOs 
cxived ond retsned. The coming age wil only Gnith what Edison 
begaa. Tt will, ule by unde, ogosp the eye with Ge parspheraalis of 
lafiive penetrance; dad the ear with microphonas Chet caroenpam 
the mais ofthe pberes o lea thea the lit of electoou Tt wil find 
‘ew macchenioms aad new chem fr capping and preserving the 
oun of vets; ad Will devwe imupease futary mtches which 
‘Wil tore op the pasts thouarndfold more thoroaghly than gor bes 
falklag pletace and zasy even work oxt x ume projocor which will 
‘eruapolae this fax inte the far taorrom and dnclowe 19 ma)ot 
probebilrace with matheotaucal peeeanon The stupid will tort at 
Tach prowpect, while the aqusb writers will play tightly around 
‘hem; bt the tober trash is that menkiod wil woe day have me 
chasieel prophets. For te forecatieg of Ge Tmuaht 1 sleeedy 
childish bende tke later calcelating machspes. 

“The oext age will be the axe of Saper-Pomer. Alte: that mort 
come the age of Super-Sente Ia ic what will en achieve? I wil tel 
you only a few thingy—maybe the leat ranportant ofall, There wall 
be devices wach we may, for lack of « beter oame, call rapet 
spectacle; they will enable the ose to ee at wal any ofthe rays wow 
{nvurhle, Peshape sea will exry about vo ther pockets bait x dove 
such jtramens, each tay, and look at radio waves or at Xcraye ot 
18 Boe conic ray ab we now oak at the maddie cwnges of sunlight. 
Darkaes will be no more; and all outdoor Uluesoation will bacon 
sntiquuted. For people goisg about after dack will imply wear 
inferred ipectucles aad tee at clearly ax do owis and bets, Auto end 
sirplanc windbhielts may even be made of some now yHeriout 
Dubweance that coables men to drove seventy-five onles an our ta 

chy night without cither roud lig or hendlgh 
‘There mill be Super Ean; simple lve device, sla bast an vet 
of selective ranges, one for vibrations below 32 per wound, and scx- 
ral for various ranges above 40,000. Othert wll be mere improve. 
‘ents oo cue prcseat amplibecy; they will sep up excondingly teint 
vounds wach athe rank ofa boner ming aad the drift of polien 
through wummer air. Men will thes hear everyting irom the whist 
cof metwors ut a pace dows w the tnkle of moleccler wubin at 
‘caulnos. Thereby woll cone to ax end tea thounuad vanetiea of ta- 
Pig. 

Fechaps the most sarling trumpha i the age of Super Sense will 
ecu in the eld ofthe hema! ees nb te and ee 
































STORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘Toogee and oose are dhe mupidest of man's servant i 
‘igh acuieiviney sone eapece. They detect exceedingly faint wtiamsi, 
ie rue; bat there seams‘ be nether law at arder in their ro: 
sponecs, The mon laborious stsdies of prychologun for itty year 
liye moe yet succeeded even tothe poset of reducing commen smelly 
‘tw their elements and clases. Flavors have hero paftly analysed, bat 
‘auch remalas to be doae before javeative cleats cen manipulate 
the factors im machanians of 

“A hay fever sufferer will, inthe age of Super-Sease, have a pocket 

: ‘hum to datect 12 the summer beeese the 
tioath of » praie of timothy, golden sod, ot 
‘the paning Breese. That will warn hire whet, t 
uve gorth Long before ruch instruments appear on the market, 
there will probably be pollencmnetcs of a erode sort which the bay 
feverith can bang oummde dsesr wiodom, like thermometer, «0d 

grou quastitin of the polsoscas pallens 

will be super-asifery, too, which wall enable man to detect 
ny and all of the odoce which dogy and repuler sexie vanded, 
‘There may aio be chemical recorders whic 

ody odor just av the police wow take his fn 
recocder enay repute thu odor im x manner which identfiy the 
‘perton abwolstely. Criminals my tous be clawied in « newer and 
abel Bertilloa pce. 

‘There already exus a2 isseroraeat which detec and records 
credibly anal traces of becterie and chemical pouoot ia wate 
they nee in ase in u few city water revecvoits in Germany. No doubt 
thre wall be, dunag the next few generations, #0 refed and ape- 
alized that people may attach them to their bere water pipes ond, 
‘by soase chemums which ace trantformed into ngnalt perceprble 
sheough oor, fog, eye or ear, becoene ummeduately aware of any 
impart, Likewise with the air ia cines A emake detoctor, 4 gat 
detector, x dust dewector, and eimitar device will be asd to bette the 
‘dul pony of common folk. As « matter of fact, aout of these Iter 
could be baile today, were people muGiciently educated to buy and 
‘ie them. 

tis porible sla that chemamerert will be perfected for thoustads 
‘af sensitivities nboot which we kzow aothiog. A food chemometee 
‘which enables orto expencoce in acme imple ania fathion the 
Aedzo of fot sn ink weld te of pom es, on cay 











































Tes 
froeseca; but may there pot be whole speci of checemcters whove 
very funtion we cxat even conjecture? I rorpect at much; think, 
af you wil, of wuch wold powibibies a8 « set of physological chem 
fometers which would repater the tte of our digeraaa at all paints 
sloog the tac, or the condinen of oor blood, or the vigor of ost 
angst T promise you eitizeas of tomorrow that whe age of Super- 
‘eave will ake our prevent Super-Power wers qulte childs. The 
realms tt will opex up will bring keowledge to ee common 

that was infitely beyond the powers of the world’s greatest minds 
‘only yesterday. 

1 the mechanization of memory we coce to the Gael sage of 
‘man's war agsioat nupidity. Here sara the age of Sopet-Miad. Is 
hhat already beguo and may advance much farter then Super-Sease, 
at leat for x period, raameuch as we alzeudy have grasped certain 
oscil of ivennc thet are capable at nd wide appicebn, 

3¢ earliest aid to memory was the pcre and all st variant, euch 
asthe atne andthe pictograph. Then came written unpuage, which 
handed dows from father to 10m an ever swellicg traditian, mowt of 
‘which, ala, was either welcy or harmful, Yet the nucleus of sere 
made the invention well worth while. Thoussnds of yeaza pasted ere 
‘another viride forward was taken; thea arrived the soechaniel- 
chemical pleture, which we call the photograph. 

0 tar av T can ascertain throngs tala with people, nobody yet 
realizes the enormity of that edvatce. Centuries mar pam befoce 
‘nport eppeact. It ealargea memory, of course; but we think of 
suse here chiey as x souvenir of plesaant momenta and friendships 
‘That a a herd whimey, which clever money getters know well bow 
‘to exploit Scientia penctrate farther and appreciate the camera a8 
fs preservet of the entre courte of coumic events, « memoriver of 
‘event unmesrurably beyond the power of dhe keenest braua to retain. 
‘None sess, hough, chat, after « few thoutand yeara, sadeats will 
have, ia the form of the bllions of photographs of people and places, 
of earthquakes and eruptions, of siot and ppeadey, of wary and resco 
partis, and of ll the other occurrences and circumstance caaght by 
Intelligent reportery, 2 set of graphs ix which many trends will ap- 
pete, New light will be throws ox all wor of hard problems by the 
‘bee once ord of ve ear. What we har oy ia 
tmamy 2 feld of selene, a hardly more then sword in « long 
socveron; let « milion dap of ad secemulate, and 
































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘uoge then alive wall perceive semethsng nom beyond all guesing 

‘If you hava tooble underseeding Ou, please vad Shapley's ee 
port ox progrem and programs of the Harvard expedioa sato the 
(ulanet, Hundreds of thouzanda of photographs of som, coustellae 
(ons, nebulue aad galanes bave been taken; and more buadreds of 
hoosende wil be taken. Many yeary have besa covered, aid many 
more wall be. Every point of hgst appearing oa the plates will be 
recorded by name or nomber; and the pathi or poutios over long 
tine wretches brought ta man's aotice. Thus eventually the memariet 
fof mulioes of moments and places wil be focussed in 









‘The higher the fezction, che stupider isthe ond 
‘nose iv haaca than hos eye; Dut eye ss keener thes ine memory; 
ths memory in ezner thas Bis ogre. We have rca 20 an enrher 
ter that few people can cetry moze thas foor oF five fuctory of 
‘problem in mind through « prolonged chavo of reasoning; and nobody 
‘ta handle, even with the wd of pesca! and paper, « mathematical 
problem revolving more thee three coe-camalative vatiablea. TO 
eal with mnety-aiae oat of every hadred rea life problem, how: 
ver, me mst headle dozeas of varsables. How do that? 

‘Only by the vavenuing ot Super-Mied ia the form of hundreds of 
devices which handle, 00 a huge scale, all the special " 
vociation, analyus, inference, ad aymdaens which the mind pe 

‘cale. The ancien tally tick wad abacia were the exzlict 
srect grasp. They 
9 mund ll ¢xenot do unaided by mechanics. Thou- 
































‘evens not been cot off in hin prime by dzowniog, he might buve 





[Fvea the illogical world 2 geausce logometer. Since bu day, emaring 
‘Progreut toward thet topreme muchioe har been made by men who 
‘Sombie the gifts ofthe mathematician rth shove of tie mechanical 
isreor. Ie ls woth «howe ee pt the entrust 


xraph work. This extraordinscy device Sills « large room and solver 
er mathemahes which are forever beyond the powert 

[bo matier how clever. It out-Exnneina Eiawein, 
Furthcrmare 18 faubes within the span of « few days probleme 08 
‘hich a more af the feet rasand mathematicians a[0ed by 4 aff of 
lees with ealcalaning machines, would have to ypend moathn, 

‘The time will coose—and pecheps within the Lives of our grand- 
chitirco—whea a few problems of ecoazmica will be handled by 
smuchiocs bke the coatinueus smegraph. Stupid bunnest amen and p+ 
‘orant bankers wil snort at ths euggetion, of course; aad vacvout 
‘aragraphers will pall many « gag in Chee clowmah columas But, 
foruunstely, humaa progrem canbot be greatly retarded by the addle- 
‘ates. Mechanized thuskung has begus Withva x ceatiry it will be 
‘& commonplace as today the automobile. No well educstod man 
‘will in those happy eras just over dhe bill of 
‘ry to thuak out with bace braia. how te will savest Lu 
‘which part of bus factory he wil ealarge, oF for what 
town will yore faads. Tru, the sweet youog gul may tll select her 
imate by womanly sstuitis; but hee zeny va the following. year 
‘will be ealcalated by some clicking meter. Logreally described, such 
1 tak ws merely an extessiog of suechenical factorization and iate- 
(ition; for there must be some dengoable st of factory, mane set of 
‘Felatana which theue factors ear 10 one abother, end cerrasa pi 
ples of equivalence whereby, let us ey, ich « complex iarter At 
Mandard of linag can be wtegrated wrth Scraations of iocome Al- 
ready Derrick M. Leber, of the University of Califorois, has per- 
fected 4 machine for handheg the factorization of enmbers larger 
tas 2,000,000 —a task beyoad buman ability. Froe: dhe factorization 
‘of number to that of complex, nom-quamttativeryszme ia very long, 
leap, @ be sure; bet ooly tte wad energy are seeded to cavers i. 
Tris my serious beef thay, were a city budge: turned over to « group 
of cconoeaitt and matbeeiecins, with full power to mechasive 
they cvald, sa ths very year of grace, work out sew machines 10 
calculate fully half of the tema with high cbjecuve sccurery. But « 
farmer's budget aad bis plastisg program are sll far beyond sich 
manipulating, maialy bersune of the uapredicnble factor, rach 
‘neat wasan’s weather, wor'd-wede plantings, and politcal machine: 
‘tons like food tise. Slowly ux Creenland’s glacier dip seaward, 
Ihoweves, such matters will become stabilized a8 rationalized; 
estoy wound 2500 8, machin wil be banliogalcor sain 







































HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
‘cconoriic problems. The occupant of the White Hoove will chen be 
the offciel preser of battons and paller of metric levery—thank 
Goal 

‘Here then is my prediction. What we aow call the Indortial 
‘Revalonon merely the irri age and phate of man's etcape fram 
‘his own ania! vncompetence, It hus advance to Super-Pawer. It 
24 pow tits peak, if e0t io climax. The world await womething acm, 
‘which will 1d it of he evla incident ro a get of power and of ra: 
terial production. Whar da we mont need? Renate secsinivitea, above 





‘nuke rrucrutey hetce quicker resporaiveoess w every change io 
‘human events. "Thos and oaly thar can we overcome the Hil vow 
invincible stapidity of cur species. Only vr cus the horrors and the 
lire and the degradations of unfeclieg, oseeing, uohcaring animal 
‘an be vanquished. For this we extaot wait oa evolution. It (00 
ull, 100 slow, too biundering- And we cannot beware that it ends 
1 direction we would like © go. So we choose our owe path by the 
deviiug of machines which exhance whatever neoutivitcs appeal to 
ts dexervng and proStable. Thes we wider aur horizons, Sat of 
then too, we feel things formerly untelt them, 
Gradualiy we leaca that the cea] world i amething totaly diferent 
‘rom that which our naked wnveorgacs reveal 10 ut. We find tet all 
philowophies and afl mora) odes end all poled practice founded 
‘upon naive expiciciam must be throws into the discard, for they are 
‘masons founded on the mints of ition. Bo we eater u aew era, 
Super-Senne; aod our days ae guided with tres baterea of meter, 
indueatorg an8 coatrolt ail Gcahag with seonory stud and oll mag 
fyiog the cavirvamest in wpace aed in time. 
Tater wil came ibe mecheziaas which tisk out the implications 
of thet orw date. The heyéey of each will biog tbe urd and final 
eh aboae will deerve the aame of « civilisation, Hum 
‘tupidity wall thea be tedueed to ca ulomte sistemas Error wil 
crop up oly ia the haadivog of the machioss and thei desigia 
‘Asal man will a leagdh emerge from the fongle. 

a, moat patent reader who hat tailed me my Inc, you see that 
11do abt accept the rupidires of Spengler: I take no sock wheter=r 
in the meaphncal mocing, which ‘bt led tis mis of open. 

ning and fcble 1m the coaclosion thas all buena 
IS re fe Sl om ers 




































e108 
ie tive, stare, decay, and pe. Thongs every cate tha fer 
tn dooe thi very hing ro 20 acpuseat epee mas ean 
fteape (cam is own empidstin Each lu enlarpemest of as 
pone, of wanitvny, nd of teseciag ser the eete profoundly 
inary hn noer Jor repaid inl thoogb Fema i'r maddy 
- Pony sss fo ne at a ceeve tat bat 
‘a educa have ben pooned with eoaden 
Tater; tyne efeg herd mach ad 
x I do ot ets the world arouad me 8 
‘punig would cove me to tty; bor 
aman pes woh, rem ty lane vewpolt 
arming mach sore then they Bawe, 1 gien 
hance. Above al v9 a the Eegnb and she German 97pet 
‘Secu cams ih che Arvcicat avery poor tiré—yet fl & 
Stn hay eer a teen th 
ania the nest ee of Bupec Sere, Tey might relate Spengler. 






















“Aun, I sexe ofall ico fo te hvadbare eupiites of Rout 
sean, lately revived i beak form by Stuart Chae, parveulttly ia 
‘ia preposterous calogy of the Mexican Induans. 1 see noching to be 
_puioed by a retara tothe Simple Life. Granting that ome iodividanlt 
‘ought 10 go ther way, bocause of their ows aatarmy, I am unable 10 
acoept ita m general policy for mankind. The Simple Life is right 

the halt and the blind. Te may also be recor 





bilities of the world of Super-Sease and Supet-Mic 
_mace lap into that meet uavagery than nto the heroin habit. Those 
‘who fancy it ‘lteraatve to the Machine Age betray their 
ter jgporance cancerning the attual evatation of the machise. The 
‘Machine Age hes searccly begas Nor have we eatbed 10 on more 
than a miagte fraction of iy valore 

‘Finally, I cefue to succumb to the phitering ropidtica of moral 
acd political reformers. Changes ie the dexiga of poverament, 
hunger in gerwmocl, changes f2 tacife or vanes, and changes it 
foreign policy have thar wre, of comune; but they are anly a Tinke 
more important © cfedization and homan progres than chanfes i 
fhe pin oun wit nd maior on Oe bau eet of 











HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
1 Sveand-eacemt tore [any this ia earns ace fer. My seca 

ple: the economic aod social inBacacca of even foutilat 
Sovendoss and scleatiée durovenc seduce Oo cavalo of tr 
Caled pateumes, plisciany, wat lords wad slderceo Yo « auth. 
‘Tweay-Sve year of tchemng bythe Freach and German malitaziva 
sree set at maught by vaadsy improvements worked out in labor 
torte by men who had aeither iaterem in sor thought of war. Not 
noe but ety kero efteat the whole cours of the World Wat 
‘wat changed by the appearance of cae of those ovelnes Chlorine 
‘i, murard gus, the tank, the heb borse drigible, the safrared 
‘ater, the depth bomb, tse radio oondiog intrement, wn the art 
‘St exmouflage counted for more the Sat dgeaoy than did ll De 
pleas of the hundred iighorgr vestegima wha wed. ta forcgiber 
round the covac! wbies at Pots and Berl, or at Pars and 
‘Verdun, Avia wa, 40 ia peace. Tae victoten of aterzaathip are 
Judcrons beside ike of the eogroee, the research worker, and the 
techoveun. The eouce wel rucare of Japan w uadermued by & 
‘elauvely tnple chemical formula forthe tanaforauog of wllulone 
An fiber wk yields to rayoo, and al he planing of» cetury Of 
aluciazs and buen lenders ip weeched. Four ¢ Bie tention 
fd dncoveien deal wit fertbeer and farm macbioey ave, 10 
he pare decade, combened to ruin $00/000,000 farmers snd their 
‘ashes throughout the wee's, in epue of everything lelatora and 
fcvors and vocal worker ad ogrcultralbareaus have bee able 6 

ty way of eelie or eoedy. Toe be ld. plane of five thoutand 
keen rilway executives and ther political aides have becn atteed 
by improvemeam in coucrte contruction and fo motor truck Eng- 
lind pecithes today, a8 3 empire, becaone of belt « tondred aies- 
ties who have gives te Eaglasd' rivals freedom Stor her coal and 
‘rom bet facory goods. Thus evec. Thee everywhee. 

‘Nol Man will be uved from bit owe ttpudstn aly hy sien 
sot by religion, aoe by moral dell, nor—tea of aly lame. If 
‘America wana a Five Year Plan that will pot her abead Sve ce3- 






































tutta, let her clope the White House and kick every banker and 
broker and maautaccorer ont of evecy poatiial confereace; let her 
cease drafting new lems for ‘wo or three years, while & few thousend 
amar scieatet who are not Yer-Mea for corporsboms amertain 

ight be quickly 


‘thuch unerplcited joventions and discover 
farard to account, withoat too greatly duturbing. 
538) 








TeL0s 
hhandreds of sch, many of them pigeooboled in patent flea o el 
‘ping unmied for jack of Finazcinl bectung. Let out paltical puadi 
finance the free experimenting with aew idea, to mattr bow ranote 
and ubwtract they may appea® to Japesca; the ealy provio being that 
‘commutes of ieientat aed exgvaters un:afluesced by lick probes 
pase judgmest on the ideas ox worthy of ingair. 

‘Bor how supid of mc to wane ome ued paper tggating vuch « 
thing ia.« country ike con! 

‘Wiry bas 20 Utopia been founded during the paat docate? The 
snewer 8 woo eusy. Fant of all, people's und bave been directed 
toward thesr sea of troublen; ey have had scant tome and eucray 
to plan beer things whale their socks and bonds have melied sway 
tn valve while their meagre carvings bove boca fwallowed up 
‘axe for armies ood aavies, aad whe thet fobs have visiahed over 
sight Traly creative poltce mest be conducted at lenure, uader 
happy candies. Bat the new age has thor faz bees powsoued with 
fear and horror and cruel dviiuioazeot. Mankind 1 sl euoned 
by the andtue vecomperence of 1s leadert aad heroes eo lo thaa by 
the vanity of ts own faiths and brea 

you, the time mua toa come when these hand tomes will 

bbe gone and wel forgotten. Thus will people nuh off 10 Utopian? 
Harélyl Peyehie inertia aad lack of lenders wall 
upward narge. Mea and weanen pest forty will aot bedge; they will 
be, at ever, cxught Grmly ia the Web of Lafe. The exo elt in iowa 
auld or eae st spols and roos of xe chin wzeam of seurasthenia 
or wort. The whole envirsement hada the middle-aged and the 
ent thear 












































shader a the tras of cedscal changer. Nor should we blaine them 
foe tha Bxity 

"Thus we retura to an old, old faut. Tha hope of Tomorrow win 
the intellsgeae young, They alone sre the children of Odyoeus, w- 
vwayn wanderess, alway: rexlest. They come, w once we did of old, 
to the land of the Cyclops Soca they wil peer Into thote dark, 
soisome caves avarming with humanagues of half-wicoa. Uslew 
‘youth bewares, these treacherons clods will trop them; and, Eke 
Gdynena, the captives will bear Polyphema meer at chen as fools, 
beating hue ee ghee he gdh Try wil nt 


HISTORY OF HUMAN STUPIDITY 
egotisucal sel praise a he declares that the godt love ln becawre 
‘they exade 20 many of bu Breed. 

‘The young adveaturan of Tamarcow will be rath enough t exter 
the dark bares of chose bumanesques and feat them ay if they were 
fall-wastured men. And, 92 ever befoce, Cyclopt will comams thea 
so the laut bone wales yosth erikes xe monn blind. For betwomn 
the children of light and the hamaneaques Gere can acver be pence. 
‘One ofthe other must rurvive. One or e other ant perih, 

"Which aball ut be? 


2 
‘We are now reudy to bexis the torory of uman stupsdity, 
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